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He was already wound up by the time he rang, and when 
I answered the phone he launched straight into me. The 
intensity and agro caught me off guard and I didn't catch 
myself before responding in the same manner. As you 
can appreciate the conversation didn't go, or end, well. 
A few days later I met with him face to face and asked 
forgiveness for my bad behaviour in the matter.
 
That's what comes of trying to handle things in my own 
strength. I saw a great example of this in my devotional 
reading the other day. Look at this familiar story from 
John 6:16-21 in the New Living Translation:

That evening Jesus’ disciples went down to the shore to 
wait for him. But as darkness fell and Jesus still hadn’t 
come back, they got into the boat and headed across the 
lake toward Capernaum. Soon a gale swept down upon 
them, and the sea grew very rough. They had rowed three 
or four miles when suddenly they saw Jesus walking on the 
water toward the boat. They were terrified, but he called 
out to them, “Don’t be afraid. I am here!” Then they were 
eager to let him in the boat, and immediately they arrived 
at their destination!

What stood out to me as I read this passage was how 
the disciples didn't stay and wait for Jesus. When Jesus 
didn't meet their expected timeframe, they moved ahead 
without Him - in their own strength. It didn't go well and 
Jesus had to rescue them out of the storm.
 
This Bible story bears out what I have discovered over 
the years - whenever I do things in my own strength 
without Jesus the results are generally poor. And just 
as Jesus sorted the storm and moved the boat without 
the necessity of rowing, He has brought successes to my 
efforts that I could never have accomplished on my own. 
I just love the way Jesus makes things better in my life. 
What an amazing Friend and Guide He is!

Darren Slade
President
Northern Australian Conference

Covid-19 has not stopped this project from moving 
ahead and it is wonderful to see what God is creating in 
the southern part of Cairns.  Concrete slabs have been 
laid, walls have gone up, and the work is progressing well 
in Edmonton!    
Seeing this building grow and take shape has been a 
source of encouragement not only for the members, but 
also the local community.  In fact, the church has already 
started to field enquiries from other community groups 
as to future usage and partnership projects to meet the 
practical needs of the Edmonton/Bentley Park commu-
nities.  The plan is for this building to not only be a place 
of worship, but also a place of meeting for the commu-
nity to hold training seminars, cooking demonstrations, 
and programs to connect with the youth in the region. 
This is a building that is designed to be used throughout 
the week to meet the needs of the community, in both 
practical and spiritual ways.  The building is currently 
scheduled to be completed sometime in the first quarter 
of 2021.  
If you feel impressed to give financially to support the 
work in Edmonton, please feel free to donate to the 
churches building fund via e-giving ( go to https://egiv-
ing.org.au/Edmonton%20SDA%20Church and look for 
Edmonton Building Fund).

The church would like to thank everyone for their prayers 
and support as the work continues.

CHURCH BUILDING TAKES SHAPE
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CFO/SECRETARY MINI REPORT
Hi everyone, an update below on some key items:

Coronavirus COVD-19:
• Continue to be vigilant with the health and hygiene principles (staying home if unwell, physical distanc-

ing, cough/sneeze etiquette, handwashing/sanitising, cleaning and disinfecting etc.).

• Ensure following State/Territory Government directives.

Tithe and Offerings:
• $305,400.05 was received in tithe in the month of September.  As you can see in the table below, tithe 

year to date to the end of September is 4.92% higher than the same time last year, with $2,770,845.17 
received.

• We continue to praise God and say thank you that tithe received is overall trending upward from 2019, in 
what we know has been a very trying year in 2020.

Same Period 
Last Year (2019)

Tithe Remitted 
(2020)

Variance
$

Variance
%

January 267,362.38 294,489.28 27,126.90 10.15%
February 281,428.14 313,768.73 32,340.59 11.49%
March 286,209.86 242,802.71 -43,407.15 -15.17%
April 236,650.53 321,343.84 84,693.31 35.79%
May 267,407.74 296,656.98 29,249.24 10.94%
June 298,999.03 313,530.97 14,531.94 4.86%
July 394,619.85 348,970.47 -45,649.38 -11.57%
August 273,014.88 333,882.14 60,867.26 22.29%
September 335,309.88 305,400.05 -29,909.83 -8.92%

2,641,002.29 2,770,845.17 129,842.88 4.92%
Constituency Meeting 
• Constituency Meeting Books should now be with delegates. If you are a delegate and haven’t received 

your copy please contact sarahtekopua@adventist.org.au. The Constituency Meeting has been further 
deferred to 20-21 March 2021 due to COVID restrictions

Projects:
An update on some of the projects happening across Australia and impacting our Conference:

• Tithes and Offerings – work is continuing on a replacement for the existing online Tithes and Offer-
ings system due to the software becoming obsolete.  Training will be organised for existing local church 
treasurers.  Timeframes are still being clarified for roll out, however expected in 2021. If your local church 
is interested to moving to the online system please contact matildaope@adventist.org.au and register 
your interest. [This work is also likely result in us replacing our accounting software with a new system, a 
significant upgrade].

• eGiving – work is underway to upgrade the eGiving platform. This should be seamless for those of us 
that are using the front end.  Our team have given feedback on enhancements and challenges from the 
existing application.

• Maze – work is continuing on the Maze system replacement. This is a program used in Schools. There 
has been a lot of work undertaken to map what a new system needs to include.
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• Membership Online – the online church membership database is moving to a new platform. Training for 
local church clerks who currently use the online system is due to commence in November. We would like 
to transition more local churches to online membership.  If your local church would like to register their 
interest in moving online in 2021 please contact sarahtekopua@adventist.org.au

• Bi-annual Attendance Survey – opportunity to capture demographics is happening again in 2021! Stay 
tuned. Your local church pastor has access to the portal with prior survey results.

• ABC Webstore – enhancements to improve the look and feel of the webstore continue to be implement-
ed. More products are being regularly added, with Pathfinders and Adventurers the next to be added.  If 
you have issues using the webstore please contact keithmcdougall@adventist.org.au as we need the 
feedback to make improvements. Visit https://adventistbookcentre.com.au/

Schools/ELCs 

• Recruitment for staff for 2021 continues. Our teams, in conjunction with School Advisory Committees, are 
working on developing Rolling Improvement Plans and Site Development Plans for each site. These will 
then be submitted to the Board for review and approval. Our fee for service arrangement with the South 
Queensland Conference for Education Director services continues. This agreement provides access to a 
team of specialists which has been providing valuable support to strengthen and grow our schools/ELCs.  

God bless,

Natalie Scott

BAPTISM
MOSSMAN CHURCH

Heaven’s bells must have rung along with Mossman’s pae-
ans of praise on Sabbath September 12, when Elizabeth and 
David Balarezo were baptised by Pr Sean Tavai at iconic Four 
Mile Beach, Port Douglas.  

Pr Sean also dedicated their youngest, twinkle-toed Ella, 3, 
surrounded by her parents, 5-year old Mia, and big brothers 
Dylan, 8 and Justin, 10.

In between, the Church picnicked at the beach.  Then 
the children garlanded the sea with petals, while brilliant 
wind-surfing kites soared above.  The fresh breeze meant the 
petals had no chance of reaching David and Elizabeth as they 
went beneath the waters.

Estrella Wightman decked parents and the little girls with 
glorious garlands of pink bells – can the green-fingered tell 
us their name?

Mossman is re-energised and full of joy with the coming of 
this godly family.  And now, with a ‘proper’ children’s depart-
ment, we hope other parents may join our happy church 
family.
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DID YOU KNOW THAT SOME OF OUR 
CHURCHES ARE OPEN AGAIN?

CAIRNS CHURCH
Sabbath School

• Adults (Face to Face and Zoom)

• Youth (Zoom)

Main Service

• 50 people max inside the Church Building
For more information please contact 

Steve English on 0407 748 5325

CAIRNS SAMOAN CHURCH

Extended Sabbath School on Zoom 
with No Main Service

For more information please contact 
Eseta Taua on 0406 740 034

TENNANT CREEK

Sabbath School: 9:30am
Main Service: 11:00am

For more information please contact 
Pr Martin Tanner on 0498 359 348

Sabbath School

• 50 people max inside the Church Building

Main Service

• 50 people max inside the Church Building

For more information please contact 
Pr Chris Kirkwood on 0458 005 082

TOWNSVILLE CITY CHURCH

Sabbath School

• 50 people max inside the Church Building

• Youth are meeting away from the Church

Main Service

• 50 people max inside the Church Building

• Youth are meeting away from the Church

For more information please contact 
Pr Ragoso Tagaloa on 0478 165 259

FARLEIGH CHURCH Conference Office and the 
Adventist Book Centre (ABC 

Christian Books) 
will be closed to the public 
from Monday, 21 December 
2020 and re-open Monday, 4 

January 2021.
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Sunday the 27th of September we set out on our first mission trip to the community of Willow-
ra. 300km south of Tennant Creek down the Stuart Highway and 150 km west on a dirt track. 
Beautiful rugged scenery led us to our destination, and the amazing experience that was waiting 
for us. Marian Jones accompanied us, door knocking and making new contacts and doing deliv-
eries working as an L.E to the community. Martin Tanner followed up contacts to sign them up 
for Mamarapha College next year. Meanwhile Michelle Tanner was busy studying the Nature of 
Man, the Great Controversy and the Life, Death and Resurrection of Christ with Bayden Williams. 
Marion met Bayden about three years ago and he later contacted her after he had stumbled 
across 3ABN, an avid fan of Doug Batchelor and very keen to know more about the message. 
Bayden has fully accepted the Seventh-day Adventist message and is preparing to become a 
member of the church in the future. Bayden had many questions and enjoyed deep theological 
discussions. He is a wonderful young man with a heart for Jesus and even though confined to 
a wheel chair and legally blind was not allowing anything to stop him seeking the truth. As we 
were leaving Marian was able to pray with Bayden’s dad, inviting Jesus into his heart. On the 
trek home the three of us spent a night at Ti-Tree roadhouse where we were blessed to spend 
3 hours sharing Jesus with a very inquisitive back packer from America called Katie. The state of 
the dead, no eternal hell fire, the Sabbath, and the perfect love of God were the topics of con-
versation. Realising the compatibility of the three areas of ministry we are planning our next trip 
to Wadeye in a few weeks ministering to our Mungkarta communities’ family members. And 
then on to Ampilatwatja to share with four people related to Tennant Creek church members 
and two of our Mamarapha students. Tennant Creek church is continuing to grow with 58 peo-
ple in regular attendance and Martin and Michelle spend Sabbath afternoons out at Mungkarta 
sharing with 8 family members.

REMOTE OUTBACK CARAVAN MINISTRY 
MARTIN TANNER
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In previous years, a number of Adventist and other churches have gone all out in organising public-fac-
ing Christmas events, such as Carols by Candlelight or the Road to Bethlehem live nativity experience. 
Many of these have been incredibly successful in terms of attracting thousands of community members, 
not to mention making it possible for several thousand copies of Signs magazine to be distributed free 
to the public at these events.

But, with the Covid Grinch threatening to steal Christmas 2020, now is the time to start thinking about 
creative alternatives to make sure your community has the chance to hear the story of Jesus’ birth this 
year. Here are some to kick off your brainstorm:

• Large gatherings are likely to be discouraged in the lead-up to Christmas, so a more personal ap-
proach may be called for. How about going door to door in your community with a small Christmas 
gift (home-made biscuits?) and a friendly note with contact details. Or, if you want to go a little 
larger, how about home-delivered healthy Christmas hampers to needy families? Whether the gift is 
small or large, don’t forget to keep everything Covid-safe and to offer a free copy of Signs.

• What do you do when you have a church that loves music, but singing is discouraged? Carol singing 
may be inadvisable, but how about busking in a public place with instrumental music or, for the less 
musical creative types, actors in biblical costume depicting a frozen nativity tableau? Those who stop 
to enjoy the performance can take a free Signs and maybe make a donation to a local cause.

• “Pop-up” events and installations are on trend right now. What unexpected public places could you 
visit with your church’s soup kitchen or health testing van? Or maybe the pop-up could simply be 
a Signs rack with the December magazine, available on a “free, take one” basis. Who knows? You 
might find a great location for a Signs rack all year round!

• Or maybe your Christmas strategy involves sharing messages of hope online. If you’re looking for 
some appropriate content, search the Signs website for Christmas-themed articles and share your 
favourites via social media and/or email.

What do you think? Some of these ideas won’t be practical for your situation, but others might. The 
point is to get thinking and start planning! 

The December edition of Signs has an attractive Christmassy cover and includes articles about affordable 
kids holiday activities, dealing with grief at Christmas and what the Bible teaches about Immanuel—God 
with us. Get your one-off bulk Signs order in by Thursday, October 22 to avoid a great disappointment! 
Email Kelli Geelan <info@signsofthetimes.org.au> or freecall 1800 035 542.

FOUR WAYS TO SHARE CHRISTMAS IN 2020
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YOUTH DEPARTMENT
Over the school holidays we had our Teen Ex at Chillagoe. The theme for the week was Con-
querors as the main activity during the week was caving. Teen Ex was pretty special as we 
were able to have the young people from Darwin church join us at camp. Our speaker for the 
week was Pastor PatTuialii from Mount Isa. Pastor Pat shared through his life stories  how we 
can Conquer life by having Jesus in the storms that we go through. We were also blessed by 
having some of our pastors available to come out for the week with many of them taking our 
morning devotions. Memories were made, everyone had fun and opportunities were made 
to connect with Jesus through a difficult year. A big thank you to our cave instructors in Keith 
Offer, Bruce Dane, Axel Buthmann and Daniel Mitchel(Bones). Also, a big thank you to all the 
parents for sending your kids on this amazing adventure that we had #Together.

TEEN EXPEDITION CAMP - CHILLAGOE CAVES
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