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MINITORIAL

Some have hailed it as the most public temper tantrum in
history. I'm talking about soon to be former US President
Donald Trump's refusal to concede the election and
transition power (though the transition has just been
authorised as I write). Each day more of his numerous
legal challenges are dismissed as states move to certify
their vote results and confirm Trump's election defeat,
in spite of his protests and rhetoric that he will remain in
power.
These antics are not just confined to the political
spectrum. It's hard to imagine but I have seen a handful of
examples of this same attitude played out in our church
family over the years I have been in ministry:
• A senior elder threatening to leave the church if he is
not perpetually reelected.
• A treasurer refusing to hand over the books when not
reelected.
• An organist insisting on playing every Sabbath in spite
of someone else being elected to the role.
Don't misunderstand me - these examples are not
common as most of our folk are beautiful, faithful people
who willingly serve God and "submit to one another out
of reverence for Christ" (Ephesians 5:21). But sometimes
behaviours sneak in and challenge our unity contrary to
the instruction to "be devoted to one another in brotherly
love. Honour one another above yourselves" (Romans
12:10).

What a powerful and challenging passage. The Bible
that Donald Trump held up to create a controversial
photo opportunity in front of St John's Episcopal Church
on the 1st of June this year gives us a clear example of
Jesus as a humble servant and admonishes us to be the
same. Blessed are the meek for they WILL inherit, not a
presidency, but the whole earth! (Matthew 5:5)

Darren Slade

President
Northern Australian Conference

EDMONTON CHURCH

For the last couple of months, the children of Edmonton
have been meeting under the trees in the park for Sabbath School and Church while their parents meet inside
the community hall.
On at least three separate occasions, the day started out
wet, then at the last minute God stopped the rain and
provided the park as a beautiful place to worship, just as
He promised to supply our needs in Philippians 4:19.
The children sit on towels and each child has a bag with
their music book, crayons and colouring pictures etc.
After Sabbath School, they have a break and play in the
park until church time. Children volunteer to do the welcome and prayer, they sing together and then have an
animal parable from Jungle Doctor, reinforcing what was
learned in Sabbath School. This has turned out to be a
fun way to get back into the routine of church.

In light of such a public example of a professed Christian
world leader making news headlines every day, it may
seem like a cliché to suggest looking to the example of
Jesus as a guide, but that is our safe place of operation. I
love how Scripture lays out the best course of behaviour
in this regard:
"Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather,
in humility value others above yourselves, not looking to
your own interests but each of you to the interests of the
others. In your relationships with one another, have the
same mindset as Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature
God, did not consider equality with God something to
be used to his own advantage; rather, he made himself
nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being
made in human likeness. And being found in appearance
as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to
death— even death on a cross!" (Philippians 2:3-8)
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CFO/SECRETARY MINI REPORT
Hi everyone, an update below on some key items:
Coronavirus COVD-19:
•

Continue to be vigilant with the health and hygiene principles (staying home if unwell, physical
distancing, cough/sneeze etiquette, handwashing/sanitising, cleaning and disinfecting etc.).

•

Ensure following State/Territory Government directives.

•

In QLD we have had some easing of restrictions in the latest directives issued.

Tithe and Offerings:
•

$359,911.59 was received in tithe in the month of October. As you can see in the table below, tithe year to date to the end of October is 6.18% higher than the same time last year, with
$3,130,756.76 received.

•

We continue to praise God and say thank you that tithe received is overall trending upward from
2019, in what we know has been a very trying year in 2020.

Same Period
Tithe Remitted
Last Year (2019)
(2020)
January
267,362.38
294,489.28
February
281,428.14
313,768.73
March
286,209.86
242,802.71
April
236,650.53
321,343.84
May
267,407.74
296,656.98
June
298,999.03
313,530.97
July
394,619.85
348,970.47
August
273,014.88
333,882.14
September
335,309.88
305,400.05
October
307,590.79
359,911.59
2,948,593.08
3,130,759.76

Variance
$
27,126.90
32,340.59
-43,407.15
84,693.31
29,249.24
14,531.94
-45,649.38
60,867.26
-29,909.83
52,320.80
182,163.68

Variance
%
10.15%
11.49%
-15.17%
35.79%
10.94%
4.86%
-11.57%
22.29%
-8.92%
17.01%
6.18%

Projects:
An update on some of the projects happening across Australia and impacting our Conference:
• Tithes and Offerings – work on this national project has slowed a little as wanting to get a “best
fit” product & looking like a change in accounting software at Conference Offices in addition to
T&O. Contact matildaope@adventist.org.au if your local church is interested to moving online
when the new system is available.
• Membership Online – looking for local churches who want to move online in 2021! Please contact sarahtekopua@adventist.org.au
• ABC – we have started a Community Corner to collect donations for ADRA Community Pantry
(Townsville City Church), donations for the Women’s Refuge (Aitkenvale Church), notices for sign
on days & community events. Contact the ABC team if you have something you’d like promoted
or bring a donation with you next time you pop in.
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• Campground fence – the work continues, with the perimeter fence erected & the gates on. Just
waiting for the afterhours access points to be connected & the fence replacement project will be
finished.
Pastoral Staffing – there will be some changes to our pastoral staffing for 2021, with two of our team
accepting calls to other conferences (as at time of writing). The Board is meeting next week to discuss & more communication will follow.
Schools/ELCs – Education Director, Jack Ryan, has visited all our sites during November and I want
to commend our teams! Thank you so much for your efforts, particularly during what has been an
unusual year with COVID-19. Enjoy the break & we look forward to seeing you all in the new year. We
are looking for some staff – see https://www.adventist.edu.au/careers/
God bless,
Natalie Scott

LE CORNER
"During October, myself and four other Literature Evangelists were invited to Walkerston for a week long
outreach. Walkerston is on the fringe of Mackay and has a population of around 3,500 people.
It was my last morning before I began my drive back to Warwick (south of Toowoomba) and I was hot,
tired and not looking forward to the long drive home. I arrived at a cluster of 3 houses situated on a large
block and a man in his 80's was working in the yard. After we had talked for around 15 minutes, I indicated
that I'd better keep moving as I was going to knock on the next house. He immediately began warning me
not to because the occupant would either not answer the door or if he did he'd probably abuse me. The
occupant being a young man who'd had a stroke and lived on his own. I was tired, and didn't feel like being
abused, so I put a Bible booklet and a couple of tracts in the young man's mailbox. As I walked away I knew
the Lord was speaking earnestly to me to turn around and knock on the door. I reluctantly obeyed and after hearing shuffling noises, John (not his real name) answered the door. He didn't yell at me or abuse me,
instead we had a really long talk about God's love and Jesus' gift of salvation.
John knew very little about the Bible and although he said no to Bible studies, he allowed me to pray for
him and he gladly took a copy of the Great Controversy and History of Tomorrow. During our conversation
John had talked about how lonely he was and without any friends so later, while talking to my colleague
Willa, she suggested that we return to John's house and ask if he'd like a visit from an SDA man of similar
age. John was happy for this to be arranged.
Lonely, sad people can often react to their situation with anger and abuse but they are the ones who desperately need the touch of the Saviour's love. I am so thankful that the Lord urged me to turn around and
knock on John's door!
Thank you to the Walkerston church for inviting us to do outreach in their community and also, thank you
to our host families who lovingly cared for us and made us so welcome during our stay."
God bless you my friends
Gillian Taylor

Literature Evangelist
Warwick QLD
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AYR CHURCH

BAPTISM

The Ayr Church celebrated the decision that Elliot Hinchliff made on the 24th of October to follow Jesus
in baptism. Elliot made a discovery by himself through the leading of the Holy Spirit when he was a young
boy, which prompted him to occasionally visit our church through the years. One of our elders visited him
in Giru, in which he shared his intention to get baptised. The church was so delighted to accept Elliot in to
fellowship and offer to disciple him on his new journey.

RAVENSHOE CHURCH
BAPTISM

On Sabbath the 21st of November, the Ravenshoe SDA church had an exceptionally
joyful day. Mrs Gail Morse, formerly from the
Innisfail SDA church was re-baptised by Pr
Wolfgang .
Around 1997/98, Gail was an attendee at
Innisfail SDA church, but through life's rocky
journey she backslid.
When she retired to Ravenshoe twelve years
ago for the cooler climate, Gail increasingly
felt the promptings of the Holy Spirit to return
to church. Ignoring it for a while, thankfully
the Holy Spirit continued. Early in 2020 Gail
began to attend Ravenshoe church. After
some months, she enquired about rebaptism.
Bible studies followed which culminated
in Gail's rebaptism last Sabbath in Archer's
Creek, Ravenshoe.
Congratulations Gail; may God richly bless
you on your Christian journey!
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RAVENSHOE CHURCH
CHANGES

Quite some time before we ever heard of covid
19, the members of Ravenshoe church decided
to extend their church building. Over the last few
years, their membership has increased to nearly
double of what it has been for many years before
that.
Volunteers removed part of the old building and
began preparations for the extension.
Then during lockdown, work was able to be continued in small steps.
Now after about 18 months of work on the extension, the job is almost finished.
While the new section was under construction,
the old part of the church has also been decorated and improved.
It is anticipated that the complete project will be
finished by the end of December.

RIVERSIDE CONVENTION CENTRE

CHRISTIAN CAMPING WEEKEND

Riverside Convention Centre recently hosted the first Christian Venues Association regional retreat
for North Queensland. The weekend was a blessing as campground managers, from as far north
as the Tablelands, shared their testimonies of how their sites came into being, how God has lead
them through the years and how He continues to use them to share the love of Jesus with North
Queensland. It was also a time of encouragement as stories were shared of how each site has
weathered the Covid crisis of 2020 which has left many campgrounds closed to guests for a large
proportion of the year. The message at the end of each testimony was always the same - keep putting your trust in God, He will continue to provide.
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ALICE SPRINGS CHURCH

ORDINATION

Alice Springs Seventh-day Adventist Church will
always cherish the memories of November the 7th
2020 as one of the most special days in the history
of the church as it marked the ordination of Pastor
David Gilmore.

Pastors Mark Wilson, Don Fehlberg, Nick Kross and Pastor Brendan Pratt sent in videos of
congratulations and encouragement that were
streamed to the church.
Pastor David Gilmore is married to Ruth Gilmore
and they have a son, Caleb.

Visitors came from across the territory and beyond, filling the church to capacity leaving other
congregates to watch the proceedings from the
back of the gallery.
Elated, Pastor Gilmore gave a testimony of his
journey in ministry over the years. He paid tribute
to his late mother’s influence which he said contributed to his passion for serving in ministry. He
also made special mention of Pastor Neil Peatey,
his mentor, who was also in attendance.
Northern Australian Conference president, Pastor
Daren Slade led the proceedings. In his charge, he
emphasised the importance of a Christlike leadership.
‘Minister as Christ did, feed the church of Christ
which He purchased with His own blood,” he said.
After the charge, Ps Slade invited Pastors and ordained elders for the ordination process, a ceremony of laying of hands and a special prayer.

ALICE SPRINGS CHURCH

INVESTITURE

The afternoon program was Darren Slade officiating the Alice Springs Pathfinder and Adventurers
investiture. There are two members of the clubs
who come from non-Adventist families. One
non-Adventist parent who has a child who attends
the adventurers club has accepted Jesus as her
personal saviour and she is studying with Pastor
David for Baptism.

Other highlights of the day included Pastor Geoff
Youlden’s message where in he called all church
members to be ‘labourers together with God’. He
also encouraged believers to have a passion for
winning souls. “The success of any ministry is being
obedient to what God called us to do,” he said.
Pastor Gilmore’s ordination turned out to be spiritually fruitful as three souls were baptised after
the ordination ceremony. Later-on in the day, came
the Investiture program for Pathfinders and Adventures.

ALICE SPRINGS CHURCH

BAPTISM

The climax of the day was the baptism of three
ladies Jeanette Francis, Lusiana Lake and Leba
Cakau. Jeanette Francis had driven 1,500km from
Darwin to come and witness the ordination of Pastor David and to be baptised by the now ordained
Pastor. She had been studying with Pastor David
before relocating to Darwin.
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YOUTH
DEPARTMENT
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CARLISLE ADVENTIST COLLEGE
Position Vacant: Full-time Groundsman and Bus Driver
Location: Carlisle Adventist College in Mackay, QLD
Responsibilities: Bus driving, general and grounds maintenance
Starting: January 11, 2021
Applications close: Tuesday December 1, 2020
Expressions of Interest to: principal@carlisle.adventist.edu.au
Upon application full job description provided
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