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Skinny cows eating fat cows - whoever heard of such 
a thing? But Pharaoh’s dream revealed a message 
from God that after 7 years of prosperity there would 
be 7 years of famine “so great that all the years of 
prosperity will be forgotten…” (Genesis 41:30). I 
couldn’t help but see the parallels the other day when 
I read a news article that said a Bloomberg calculator 
estimates it’s likely to be 7 years before the world 
gets back to normal after this pandemic. We’ve had 
our time of prosperity and now we are in a period 
so altered from what we are used to that it may get 
to the point, if it goes on as long as predicted, that “ 
even the memory of the good years will be erased” 
(Genesis 41:31). 

Of course this has implications for church life. Most 
of us rolled with the changes pretty well last year and 
kept up with the fluctuations in state health laws and 
border restrictions. We embraced meeting online and 
small groups, all the while hoping the vaccine rollout 
would bring a swift end to our changed spiritual 
landscape and we could get back to worshipping the 
way we used to in the 7 years of plenty. But a soon 
end to this global pandemic seems to be slipping 
from our grasp. 2021 is looking much the same as 
2020 in terms of restrictions and unpredictability and 
now we are zoomed out and don’t want to worship in 
different ways any more. We just want to go back to 
the familiar embrace of what we were doing before.

However, two things are evident: in terms of mission, 
which is why we exist as Adventist Christians, we were 
not very effective in the time of ‘plenty’ and are even 
less so in this time of ‘famine.’ So our compulsion 
to return to the familiar and comfortable customs 
of pre-COVID church life may not best serve God’s 
purposes in having a remnant people taking the 
everlasting Gospel to every suburb, street, home and 
householder in the region where we live. Just as God 
impressed Joseph with a new model of operation to 
make it through the years of drought, I believe God 
is wanting to usher us into new, more effective ways 
of doing His work in this period of pestilence and 
beyond.

That’s a big statement but God has continually used 
new and different approaches to suit the people 
and circumstances right through Bible and Christian 
history. Why should now be any different, and 
especially since our effectiveness at making disciples 
leaves a lot of room for improvement. I love how no 
disaster or crisis is an obstacle for God and His work 
of saving souls. So maybe in these 7 years of famine 
God is challenging us to:

"Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. 
See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; 

do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the 
wilderness and streams in the wasteland." 

Isaiah 43:18,19

Darren Slade
President

Northern Australian Conference

SKINNY COWS, COVID AND CHURCH IN 2021

BIG CAMP 

I am sure you have been thinking about 
what is happening with Big Camp this year? 
Unfortunately we do not have an answer 
yet as there are many moving parts that 
we need to juggle at the moment due to 
the changing situation with COVID-19. We 
have requirements and regulations about 
screening, sanitizing stations, cleaning, 
social distancing, travel, COVID Safe Plans, 
contingency plans and the list goes on. 

We are working in this space and will keep 
you posted as soon as decision is made.

WHAT IS HAPPENING WITH BIG CAMP 2021?
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CFO/GENERAL SECRETARY REPORT
Hi everyone,
This is my last edition of Top News. For those 
that may not have heard the news, my last day 
with the Northern Australian Conference is Friday 
19 February 2021. I am sad to be leaving our 
great team here in the NAC (all our staff), along 
with all our volunteers, parents and students 
that I have met during my three years in the role. 
I am thankful to our colleagues across Australia 
who have shared resources and knowledge, in 
particular our South Queensland Conference 
neighbours. Your dedication, passion and 
enthusiasm for ensuring the gospel message is 
shared is something I will take with me as I leave.

During my term we have tried to bring in 
some culture change – from Board/Executive 
Committee down through our office team and 
out in local churches and schools. This change 
has focused on accountability, transparency 
and responsibility. We have been looking at 
our governance frameworks and systems and 
processes and trying to strengthen them. Part 
of this approach has been to focus on being 
good stewards – of our time and the resources 
we have been blessed with (both financial and 
physical property). To be able to grow we have to 
challenge ourselves to review what we are doing, 
how we are doing it, and to make the necessary 
changes.

There is a good summary included in the CFO and 
General Secretary Reports in the Constituency 
Meeting Book, including achievements and 
looking to the future.  The team are still planning 
to proceed with the NAC Constituency Meeting 
20-21 March 2021.

Coronavirus COVID-19 is still with us. Ensure 
you are following State/Territory Government 
directives and please continue to be vigilant with 
the health and hygiene principles (staying home 
if unwell, physical distancing, cough/sneeze 
etiquette, handwashing/sanitising, cleaning and 
disinfecting etc.).

The Campground fence has been completed.  
The next phase is to increase lighting, install 
CCTV and upgrade our security when the next 
installment of grant funds is available (we were 
able to bring forward the first two payments so 
we could do the entire fence at once).  We are 
thankful for these grant funds.

We continue to be blessed with funding from 
Global Mission, private sponsors, the AUC, SPD 
and GC, along with government grants that have 
allowed us to continue spreading the good news!  
This is across our conference – ministerial and 
schools.  Praise God!

Pastoral staffing changes are now complete.  We 
have welcomed Pastors Laufili Ah-You and Ray 
Hobbs and their families to the NAC. Pastor Esava 
Koro has relocated.  We have said farewell to 
Pastor Sigi Paleso’o (to SQLD) and James London 
(to VIC) and their families. Thank you everyone for 
supporting our pastoral team, especially during 
times of change.

Our finance team are focused on finalising year-
end transactions and preparing for visits by the 
audit teams.

The Adventist Book Centre has been expanding 
their gift range – Willow Tree figurines are now 
available.

STATISTICS
Our Conference Membership was 2,777 as at 31 
December 2020 (a net increase of 42 from total 
membership of 2,735 at 31 December 2019).

Tithe to 31 December 2020 was $3,739,885. This 
was an increase of 0.2% on the prior year.  When 
COVID was announced in Australia we revised our 
tithe budget downwards to $3.46m and weren’t 
sure if we would reach that. To end the year at 
$3.74m is testament to our members faithfully 
returning tithe.  It is the highest tithe year in the 
NAC! Thank you, Lord, for our faithful members!
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The graph below shows the comparison of tithe 
over the past 10 years.

 Our Schools, Early Learning and Outside School 
Hours Care are back in full swing for the year.  
Student numbers starting off the year were:
• Cairns – 74
• Carlisle – 287
• Riverside – 33
Please continue to pray for our staff and students.

REFLECTIONS
I was popping up to the shopping centre at 
lunchtime to do some errands. My mobile rang 
just as I finished parking the car and I answered 
it as I had been waiting on the call. While sitting 
in the parked car carrying out my conversation, 
I noticed a car in front of me. A lady got out of 
the driver’s seat and very quickly I could see by 
her body language that she was a mum who 
was having a bit of a challenging day with her 
child.  I saw several gestures of ‘stay in the car’ 
and ‘wait for mum’. A bundle of energy burst out 
of the car seat and onto the footpath once mum 
had released him from his seatbelt. Again, lots of 
‘stay here’ and ‘no, we aren’t ready to go yet’ from 
mum as she tried to get her bag and find some 
other items in the car to take with her. And then 
it happened…  The little boy spied a bird in the 
garden bed and instantly he was transformed. 
It happened in just a second or two. He went 
from a grumpy, frustrated, trying to run ahead 
little boy to someone who’s whole body radiated 
enthusiasm and pure joy.

I actually heard him over my car engine & closed 
windows exclaiming to his mum “mum, mum, 
look, look, it’s a bird” as he did a little hop on 
one foot kind of whole body dance.  And when 
the bird inched closer to him, he nearly exploded 
from the excitement and pure joy! I couldn’t help 
but join him in bursting into a big smile. This 
moment has come back to me several times over 
the past two months since I witnessed it…  It has 
challenged me personally – am I as enthusiastic 
about my relationship with Jesus as that little 
boy was with discovering that bird in the garden? 
Am I that enthusiastic about telling other people 
about my relationship with Jesus?  What about 
you? I was reminded of Luke 19:10 this week “For 
the Son of Man came to seek and to save the 
lost.” (NIV)  My prayer for each of you who reads 
this is that you may discover or re-discover the 
joy of walking with Christ & that you share that 
joy with others. And not just any joy – a radiating, 
exploding, can’t help but be bursting with 
excitement kind of joy.

Yours in Christ,

Natalie
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We have Deductible Gift Recipient status for 
donations to any of our School’s building 
programs.  This means that you can get a 
tax-deductible receipt for your donation.  
There are always building projects that we 
would like to progress.

Contact Margaret Watkins or Keith McDou-
gall 07 4779 3988 or MargaretWatkins@ad-
ventist.org.au / keithmcdougall@adventist.
org.au to find out more or make a donation.

DID YOU KNOW?
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During a Literature Evangelism Outreach here in Ayr and Home Hill, from the 1st to 15th August 2020, Ian 
and Willa Brough were led by the Holy Spirit to a divine encounter.

At the end of a long day Ian and Willa knocked on the door of Ayr resident, Michael Hodder. Welcoming 
them in, Michael loved the beautifully written book by Arthur Maxwell, Today Tomorrow and You, in which 
he especially related to the historical prophecies of Daniel and King Nebuchadnezzar’s statue dream.  Mi-
chael invited Ian and Willa to come the next day to meet his partner Rose, who also loved and purchased 
books. At Willa’s invitation, the very next Sabbath, Michael was sitting in church and what a joy to meet him 
and see how at home he appeared, staying for fellowship and lunch from that first Sabbath in August and 
every Sabbath since. Michael has been sincerely committed, always arriving early for church, participat-
ing in Sabbath lunch and the afternoon program of 10 days of prayer, plus attending Wednesday morning 
prayer and bible study. On the few occasions he has been unable to attend Wednesday bible study, he 
pre-advises his apology.  Soon Rose began accompanying Michael to Sabbath worship and both began bi-
ble studies with Pastor Esava. Happily, they both chose the Creator God of Marriage to be the centre of their 
relationship, and on 22nd November, Michael and Rose laid their two hearts upon the altar of Divine love, 
to be united in marriage. Their beautiful wedding ceremony was meaningfully and sacredly performed by 
Pastor Esava Koro and shared with the blessing and rejoicing of their new church family and friends.

The very next Sabbath, 28th November2020, Michael and Rose united their individual lives with Jesus in 
baptism.

Loretta Ritchie was also baptised on the same Sabbath. Years earlier, Loretta had seen the eternal value 
of our spiritual books during another Literature Evangelist visit by Jacklyn Barr. She purchased the same 
Today Tomorrow and You which augments the Bible’s vital personal promises and answers for life, both 
now and for eternity. Some time after, Loretta commenced bible studies with Elpis Spero extending over a 
period of 5 years, while attending Sabbath services and mid-week prayer and bible study. 

Loretta, Michael and Rose have allowed the Holy Spirit to bring them to the mountain-top of life, as they 
have made the most joyous, most important decision, to taste life’s richest joys for eternity, in surrendering 
their lives to their saviour Jesus. And we, their new spiritual family, are rejoicing and prayerfully thanking 
our wonderful Lord God for His blessings.  

AYR CHURCH
WEDDING AND BAPTISM
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Riverside Adventist School was so excited to 
welcome back our students on 27th January 
this year. It is such a privilege to have these fam-
ilies entrust us with their children's education. 

Our school has had a bit of a face lift over the 
holidays, with more exciting things to come.

As we begin 2021 with God and our School 
Families, we pray that He will richly bless our 
efforts, keep our eyes on Him and fill our spaces 
with His Holy Spirit so we can share His love and 
blessing with everyone we come into contact 
with.

Thank you for your prayers and support.

RIVERSIDE ADVENTIST SCHOOL
The following is a short excerpt from Daron Pratt 
the Children and Family Ministries Director from the 
NNSW Conference. 

One of the awesome things to come out of covid 
is the digital program called King’s Kids. Wayne 
Boehm from Hope Channel asked a planning group 
to come up with something for primary school 
aged children at the beginning of the Australia wide 
lockdown. We were able to pull a team together 
and had the first episode planned, scripted, filmed, 
edited and to air within the first week, a miracle in 
itself. We have then been able to produce a weekly 
episode of Kings Kid’s based on the weekly sabbath 
school lesson. This has been viewed broadly right 
across our country and indeed right across the 
globe. God has truly blessed all the work that has 
gone into producing Kings Kids 40 episodes later. A 
big thanks needs to go to the team at Abide Family 
Ministries Studio for the hard work they have it in.

Checkout this clip www.youtube.com/watch?v=llm-
V9yqncHMandfeature=youtu.be on how Ella shared 
God’s message to the world last year. How exciting!  
Donations to the Kings Kids ministry are tax deduc-
table.

CHILDREN'S MINISTRY
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The men’s ministry group managed to get a couple 
of activities in during 2020. Towards the end of the 
year, they had a cool escape to the mountains at 
Dalrymple Heights where they enjoyed fun and fel-
lowship while being spiritually uplifted with instruc-
tion from key note speaker Pr James London. For 
their Christmas break up they went to the range for 
shooting and a Bbq. 18 men booked in and enjoyed 
learning about and firing pistols, rifles and shot-
guns. Great effort has been placed by local men to 
turn our young Adelaide city boy pastor into a North 
Queenslander gun toting Christian. After the experi-
ence the pastor was heard to say he was now more 
of a pacifist then before he did the shooting. A great 
fun time was had by all and it was wonderful to see 
fellowship and bonding which included non-church 
members.

MACKAY MEN’S MINISTRY GROUP

A literature evangelism outreach was held 24th-30th October last year in Walkerston, commencing on the 
Sabbath afternoon with a literature distribution program.

It was wonderful to see 10 people set out to deliver books to the Walkerston community that afternoon. A 
large area of the town was targeted with a total of 44 literature packs each containing four of our message 
books to be distributed. 

Nervous faces set out that afternoon but what different faces came back to the church! Everyone was excit-
ed and had stories to tell on how God had led in this work. Great conversations were had and a total of 156 
pieces of literature were distributed in the community.

Following the literature distribution one of the participants expressed an interest in joining the literature 
ministry. Praise God for His leading!

That Sabbath afternoon set the scene for a wonderful productive outreach and we give praise and honour to 
the Lord for His bountiful blessings and sure guidance during the outreach. 

LE CORNER

Willa  and Ian Brough
LE Co-ordinators

Northern Australian Conference

CHANGED FACES

November 21 saw Pastor David Gilmore conduct the second baptism for the month. 
Emiliana Webster was brought up a Seventh-day Adventist and also brought up her 
children in the Church. Emiliana says “although she had wandered away, she often 
thought about coming back and her mum never stopped praying for her." Not long 
ago Emiliana indicated to a church member that she was interested in getting baptised, 
so the church member got in touch with Pastor David Gilmore. After the Pastor and the 
church member had a series of Bible studies at Emiliana’s home, baptism was set for 
Ellery Creek waterhole.          Her 
baptism brought great joy to many, including her mother, daughter, and friends, who 
came to witness the baptism. Emiliana’s husband who is not a member of the church 
also took time to come and witness the baptism.

ALICE SPRINGS
BAPTISM
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YOUTH DEPARTMENT

We are currently on the look out for caterers that can 
cater for our Youth events, such as Camps and Re-
treats.  

To express interest contact the Conference Office on 
(07) 4779 3988 or email TravisSiutu@adventist.org.au

FUNDRAISING OPPORTUNITIES 
If you are intrested in in participating in PLA trainings 

please contact the Youth Department on (07) 4779 
3988 or email TravisSiutu@adventist.org.au.

Please note that this year our PLA will be 
done via Zoom. 

PATHFINDER LEADERSHIP AWARD 
TRAININGS 
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Summer Camp has returned to NAC after 3 years joining SQLD Conference. Due to COVID restrictions the door 
opened for our conference to bring it back.

Summer Camp was held at Camp Barrabadeen Tinaroo where we had 50 campers from NT and all over North 
Qld joining us for the week. Our guest speaker was Pastor Fomai Mohr who is the associate Pastor of Avondale 
College Church who spoke on the theme Lessgo which was focussed around letting go and letting God be in 
control in our lives.
Numbers from Summer Camp:
37 campers wanted to connect to Jesus
29 wanted Bible studies

18 would like to be Baptised during the year or at Summer 
Camp
38 would like to invite someone to Summer Camp

35 took the challenge to pray for one person for a year who 
they can share Jesus with.

NAC JETS SUMMER CAMP 2021
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Whether you're new to packing school lunchboxes or are simply running out of creativity, here are 5 healthy 
lunchbox ideas for kids.

Let's face it. Preparing healthy lunches for your kids' lunchboxes can often feel like a bit of a chore. It can some-
times be so tempting to simply throw in some chocolate, roll-ups and a can of soft drink and call it done. (Who 
are we kidding? Mum guilt will never allow us to do that!)

But seriously, how many sandwiches can you pack before you—much less your child—gets sick of it? And aren't 
nutritionists calling for us to "eat a rainbow", aka a variety of food?

Just what should you pack for your children so their school lunch actually has some semblance of good nutri-
tional value? We have not one, but five great ideas for you—lunchbox recipes that aren't sandwiches. But first . . 

What does a healthy lunchbox look like?

As a general rule, avoid snack foods and drinks that are high in added sugar, saturated fat or salt. These are 
generally low in nutrients but high in kilojoules, which can cause children to become overweight or obese. On 
top of that, sweet, sticky foods aren't great for young teeth either.
A healthy school lunchbox should have:
• Fresh fruit and vegetables
• Protein
• Dairy
• Wholegrain foods
• Water

EASY SCHOOL LUNCHBOX IDEAS
FROM MUMS AT THE TABLE

• Apple
• Avocado
• Baked beans
• Banana
• Blueberries
• Brown rice
• Carrot
• Cheese

• Hardboiled egg
• Noodles
• Oranges
• Pasta
• Pear
• Pita bread
• Strawberries
• Wholegrain bread, rolls or wraps

• Corn Cob
• Cherry Tomato
• CucumberIf cooking is your thing, you should try the 

recipes from Gia, our resident mum (and 
home cook). 

You can find all of her recipes at www.mum-
satthetable.com/tags/recipes but here are 
five the we recommend—one for each day of 
the week!

Just search for them on our website:  
www.mumsatthetable.com/

FOODS YOU SHOULD FIND IN A SCHOOL LUNCHBOX
Here are some lunchbox food ideas that are great for your kids. 
You can always set yourself the challenge of creating new and 
interesting combinations with these foods.
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- 2021 Calendar -
JANUARY
18 - 24  JETS Summer Camp

FEBRUARY
12 - 15  Converge
26 - 28 Youth Leadership Retreat 

MARCH
1 - 6  Riverside Adventist School (WoW)
5 - 6  FNL & RALLY - Townsville  
8 - 13  Cairns Adventist College (WoW)
12 - 13 FNL & RALLY - Cairns
15 - 20 Carlisle Adventist College (WoW)
19 - 20 FNL & RALLY - Mackay
20  Global Youth Day 
20  Global Children’s Day
20 - 27 Youth Week of Prayer
20 - 21 NAC Constituency Meeting
APRIL
2 - 4  NAC Pathfinder Camporee
16 - 18 PLA Training
23 - 24 NAC Adventurer Camp

MAY
30 - 2  Darwin & Mount Isa Youth Camp
14 - 16 Mackay Youth Camp
15  World Adventurer Day
20 - 25 General Conference Session
22  World Day of Prayer for 
  Children at Risk

JUNE
15 - 17 NAC Ministers Meeting
25 - 3 July  Big Camp ?

JULY
5 - 9   CHOSEN
16 - 18 Cairns Youth Camp
24  Children’s Sabbath
23 - 25 Alice Springs Youth Camp

AUGUST
13 - 15  Northern Beaches & Edmonton  
  Youth Camp
20 - 22 Townsville Youth Camp

SEPTEMBER
18  World Pathfinder Day
19 - 24 ἐκκλησία (ekklesia) Road Tour
27 - 1 Oct Teen Expedition

OCTOBER
1 - 31  ADRA Appeal
22 - 24 Tully, Innisfail & Mareeba 
  Youth Camp
23  Creation Sabbath

NOVEMBER
1 - 7   Institute of Youth Ministry
13  Darwin, Alice Springs  Investiture
20   Mount Isa Investiture
20  World Orphans and Vulnerable  
  Children’s Day
27  Mareeba, FNQ

DECEMBER
4  Mackay Investiture
11  Cairns, Edmonton Investiture
16 - 21 SPD Youth Congress - Rotorua NZ
18   Townsville, Ayr Investiture

Northern Australia
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