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My grandfather served as a medic with a field 
artillery regiment on Bougainville Island in 
World War 2. Every time Remembrance Day 
comes around, as it did a few weeks ago, I 
intentionally spend time remembering his 
life and the impact he had on me as I was 
growing up. Lest I forget him, the positive 
experiences we had and the wisdom he 
shared with me. 
 
God instituted several Remembrance Days 
of His own, long before that title came 
into vogue. The oldest of these days is the 
Sabbath, a time to remember His creative 
and redemptive powers. Another of these 
days is the Passover, a time to remember 
His deliverance from slavery. Lest His people 
should forget His mighty power and all that 
He had done.
 
Ellen White stated that “We have nothing 
to fear for the future, except as we shall 
forget the way the Lord has led us, and His 
teaching in our past history” (Christian 
Experience and Teachings, pg 204). Having 
a regular Remembrance time regarding 
God’s workings in the past will help each of 
us face the future with confidence. A lot of 
the sermons and articles doing the rounds 
on social media at the moment seem to be 
emphasising uncertainty, hardship, loss of 
liberty and distress. Good Christian people 
are becoming worried, stressed and anxious. 
But notice the first few words of Mrs White’s 

statement - “We have nothing to fear…” The 
Bible is also very clear on this point. Just do 
a search and notice how many times it tells 
us to “fear not!” All these verses are there for 
a reason, lest we forget and get frightened by 
what is happening around us.
 
“So we say with confidence, ‘The Lord is my 
helper; I will not be afraid. What can man do 
to me’” (Hebrews 13:6)? 
“God is our refuge and strength, a very 
present help in trouble. Therefore we will not 
fear though the earth gives way, though the 
mountains be moved into the heart of the 
sea, though its waters roar and foam, though 
the mountains tremble at its swelling” 
(Psalm 46:1-3).
 
God is still on His throne and the perfect love 
that can only come from Him casts out all 
fear (1 John 4:18). Let’s have regular times of 
Remembrance to boost our confidence that 
God will get us through any situation that 
confronts us. Lest we forget God’s leading in 
our lives and His sure promises of protection.

EDITORIAL

LEST WE FORGET

Darren Slade
President

Northern Australian Conference
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CFO/GENERAL SECRETARY REPORT

JEFF MASENGI  - CFO/ SECRETARY REPORT

BUILDING BETTER REGIONS FUNDS GRANT
It was almost the end of the day when I received a phone call. This one was somewhat different to the usual calls 
I receive. The Government official announced that Riverside Convention Centre is the recipient of the Australian 
Government’s Building Better Regions Fund (BBRF) grant amounting to $434,500. The total project cost is $869,000, 
which requires the Conference to cover 50%. We have been waiting and praying for this announcement. Praise God 
that our facilities and campground can be upgraded with this grant.  

The project’s scope is to demolish and replace the old red ablution block, expand the commercial kitchen (new 
cold and dry storage space with outside dining) and install a disability and all access lift to the hall. The project will 
commence in 2022 and is expected to be completed in early 2024.  

CARLISLE MULTIPURPOSE BUILDING
As you are aware, Carlisle Adventist College in Mackay is under major construction. The project involves 
constructing a 900m2 multi-purpose building over two levels, incorporating the much-needed food technology 
space, additional flexible learning spaces, storage, and future higher-tech areas. Construction works commenced 
on site on 31st of May this year and it is expected to be completed and handed over to the school in December 
2021. The project team has booked for a building certification inspection for 15 December. They plan to complete 
a defects inspection, which should be finalised before the Christmas construction shutdown for handover to the 
school for final furniture install to commence occupation in the New Year. Here are some photos from the car park 
to the building and one room as of early November 2021. 

VISIT QUEENSLAND SCHOOL’S AUTHORITIES IN BRISBANE
Finally, the much anticipated meeting with Queensland school authorities came to fruition after COVID-19 
restrictions. On 10th and 11th of November, Jack Ryan (Education Director), Sharelle Simmons (School Business 
Manager), and Jeffrey Masengi (NAC General Secretary/CFO) met through a series of meetings with key personnel 
from Independent School QLD, Non-State Schools Accreditation Board, QLD Independent Schools Block Grant 
Authority, Independent School QLD and Complispace. The meeting objectives are to introduce ourselves, build 
relationships, get to know the government’s key contact, and understand each local government’s roles and 
priorities.
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CFO/GENERAL SECRETARY REPORT

NAC STRATEGY AND PLANNING MEETING
Key leaders from churches and schools gathered to pray and align the strategy to Northern Australian Conference 
vision and mission. The School Strategic Planning meeting was attended by Union and Conference Education 
Directors, School Principals, Segment Leaders, and Conference Officers. We reviewed the school work program, 
presented to the group projects that require a financial commitment and reprioritised based on financial capacity. 
The School Board has approved the proposed school projects for the next five years at the meeting on 29th 
November. The meeting ended with a farewell dinner for Margaret Watkins, who has served the Conference and 
School for 43 years.

A couple of weeks later, all Departmental leaders and Conference Officers met to review the progress of their respective 
2021 programs and discuss the church priorities and plans for 2022. I am pleased to share that 2021 has the highest 
baptisms in the last five years, where the number of baptisms increased by 24% from 2017. Cumulative tithe received to 
August this year is the highest in the previous five years. God is always good in our life and our Conference. It was a great 
time to exchange ideas and set priorities for 2022. The Board of Directors approved the budget for 2022 at their meeting 
on 30 November. 

Proverbs 16:3, “Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and he will establish your plans.”

TITHE REPORT
The first chart shows an increasing trend month by month compared to prior years and prior months. In the second 
chart, the total tithe received between 1 January and 30 October 2021 is $3,335,556 (or 3.5% increase on the same 
time last year). Thank you for your faithfulness in returning God’s blessing. By giving to God first, we exercise faith 
and trust in the Lord. 
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CONFERENCE NEWS

FEDERAL MEMBER VISITS RIVERSIDE CONVENTION CENTRE
At the end of October, Federal Member for Herbert, Phillip Thompson, 
was invited to visit the Riverside Convention Centre. He was able to see 
firsthand the wide array of services we have on site in Townsville such 
as the hub for ADRA projects, Youth Department, Riverside Convention 
Centre, Riverside Adventist School and Adventist Book Shop. Given that 
housing is an issue in Townsville, Philip was very interested in the types 
of accommodation we offer to those in need and how we support the 
hospital to house patients. Another pressing issue in our community is 
youth and crime so we were able to discuss the plans for our Riverside 
Adventist School and the growing attendance of our youth events 
which build youth resilience. 

We used the opportunity to show Philip the location of each element 
in the Riverside Convention Centre Facilities and Accessibility Upgrade project which we were recently awarded 
a $434,500 grant under the Australian Government’s Building Better Regions Fund (BBRF). The works include the 
replacement of a substandard amenities block to include disabled and family facilities as well as an outdoor camp 
kitchen, the expansion of the commercial kitchen space to include a dry storage space, new larger cool room and 
outdoor eating area, as well as the installation of a lift and all weather access to the second storey community hall.

It was a very productive meeting and we are grateful that we can find ways in the future to work together to meet 
the needs of our community. 

MEN’S MINISTRY

Our Men’s Group managed to shake off the Covid slumber 
and get 2 major events in to finish the year. On the weekend 
of 15th – 17th October, 17 local, new and previous church 
members attended a relaxing fun weekend at the Chelmans 
property on top of the Great Dividing Range at Dalrymple 
Heights. Pr Chris Kirkwood was our key note speaker who 
led us in Friday night vespers, Sabbath church in the rain 
forest by the creek and closing Sabbath around the fire pit. 
A restful, spiritually uplifting, fun and bonding weekend was 
enjoyed by all.
We finished our year with a Shoot and Bbq on the 21st 
of November, where we learned fire arm safety and got 
to target shoot rifles ranging from .22 calibre up to .223 
calibre, bolt action and lever action, scopes and open sites, even a lever action 45 Colt that was over 100 years old. 
The local SSAA Club also included semi-automatic magazine fed pistols and revolver pistols as well. We finished 
off with firing an under and over shotgun and a short side by side couch style shot gun that gave a good boot and 
those that didn’t hold firm have the shoulder bruise to remind them. The group was made up of church members 
from our local churches and a Christian brother from another denomination. The club supplied a bbq lunch after 
and catered for vegetarians and meat lovers alike. The men had so much fun and enjoyed mateship, comparing 
targets and marksmanship with excited chatter. 
If you would like to run a Men’s Group in your area next year, please contact Peter Keioskie on 0438803575 or 
PeterKeioskie@adventist.org.au .

PETER KEIOSKIE
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WELCOME CHURCH NEWS

MALAK CHURCH
BAPTISM
Firstly I want to say thank you to God as he is guided me to make the 
decision to get baptised today. I had been attending a Protestant 
church for so many years even when my family moved up here from 
Victoria. We continued to worship God on Sunday at C3 church for 7 
years. However, I was hungry spiritually and I wanted to know more 
than what the pastor had preached us every Sunday. Also, deep in my 
heart, I wanted to know how to walk with Jesus during this last hour. 
But the church seemed to unreveal the essence of the truth which I 
wasn’t aware of. The year before COVID spread to Australia, I started 
attending the Baptist church for awhile. But I was still hungry. My spirit hunger continued until COVID -19 came and 
lockdown overcame Church in Darwin. On Sunday, I was looking for a sermon from the internet, and I found God’s 
messages which were different and powerful and filled with the word of God in my emptiness. l kept on watching 
day and night and dug for treasure which I have found through the Bible prophecy. I was shocked to find how great 
God’s love for his children was and revealed what is going to happen in the future. Also, God’s 10 commandments 
were the most significant things that I need to follow, especially law four, which was changed by man. Another 
thing was speaking in tongues, which I had been using for more than 20 years. I stopped speaking in tongues 
immediately since I discovered what was the real meaning of it. My heart was pumping and willing to serve the Lord 
more. I was searching for a Saturday church in Darwin where I currently attend the Seventh-day Adventist church. I 
was so happy to share the truth with my former brothers and sisters in Christ, my families and co workers. However, 
they seemed to deny the truth in contrast that they believed God in their own way and followed the traditions. I 
trust God that his deliverance and mercies will save these people by the grace of God. My life has been changed and 
I want to commit my life to God fully. The Holy Spirit continued teaching me with God’s words and nourished my 
spirit to be fully grown until Jesus’s return. How we will be carried up by our Heavenly Father to take me and my 
family into his kingdom for eternity.

AITKENVALE CHURCH
BAPTISM
Aitkenvale Adventist Church welcomed youth group member Adam 
Weinheimer who gave his testimony when he was rebaptised in 
a moving service in the Ross River by Pastor Alfredo Campos and 
Adventist Youth Aitkenvale youth leader Nathan Burke on October 9.
Adam shared how Jesus had brought him back into a relationship 
with Him after years of living life his own way.
He credited Adventist member Steve Richards who surprised Adam 
by travelling from South-East Queensland to attend his baptism and 
had previously studied the Bible with him long-term with helping him 
return to a friendship with Jesus.
Adam explained that “even through my years of doing my own thing 
and partying, I am very thankful that the Bible studies he had with 
me gave me a point of reference to come back to”.

Testimony by Misun
Malak Church 
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CHURCH NEWS

CHURCH MEMBER RECIEVES SERVICE MEDAL
Aitkenvale church member James Steed has been 
honoured as a recipient of the National Emergency 
Medal in early October recognising his work with the 
Townsville State Emergency Service Unit Queensland.
Mr Steed said he was “proud as punch” to receive the 
medal and thankful to everyone who is involved in the 
SES.

AITKENVALE CHURCH
BAPTISM
Literature Evangelist Willa Brough who first met 
Townsville resident Illa Malaki helped welcome her into 
the Aitkenvale Adventist Church family at her baptism by 
Pastor Alfredo Campos on September 25.

Pictured:  Newly baptised Ila Malaki (right) with friends 
Literature Evangelist Willa Brough (centre) and Etha (left).

AITKENVALE CHURCH

MOUNTAIN BIKE CLUB
Aitkenvale church started an innovative new Mountain 
Bike Club on October 10 to invite community and 
church members of all ages to so they can experience 
the love of Jesus and good health in a social setting.
The group operates on Sundays and will begin again in 
2022.

AITKENVALE CHURCH

HOME CHURCH GROUP
Aitkenvale Church has been facilitating a large home 
group on Tuesdays this year studying the book of 
Revelation with approximately 15 community and 
church members.
The group has just celebrated their last meeting for 
2021 at the Strand in Townsville, however Aitkenvale 
Church plans to continue welcoming all members of 
the community, regardless of their background, to this 
group in 2022.

AITKENVALE CHURCH
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CHURCH NEWS/ SCHOOL

On Sabbath September 4th, a couple of cars started 
their journey from Wujal Wujal to China Camp for a 
special occasion. Raymond Sycamore had been waiting 
to be baptised and the day had finally arrived. Ray’s 
journey from finding a Bible years ago, coming to church 
with his neighbour Dion, to asking people along to our 
Bible Study group in Wujal, is a wonderful story. It was 
not until after he was baptised that Ray mentioned 
that when we had been up at the river worshipping and 
fellowshipping the year before he had thought to himself, this is where I would 
like to be baptised. It was a blessing to have Pr. Eddie Hastie join our Wujal 
Wujal group for the Sabbath. This was the first baptism at China Camp from our 
Wujal Wujal group.

The week before Raymond Sycamore got baptised Florence Williams had said 
that she would really like to be baptised. She has been attending Mamarapha 
Bible College this year and was baptised after the graduation service in 
November 2021. What a blessing to have three baptised members of the 
Seventh-day Adventist church to encourage and support each other in Wujal 
Wujal as they tell others about Him.

WUJAL WUJAL
BAPTISM

RIVERSIDE ADVENTIST SCHOOL

Congratulations to our Riverside Choral Group for a lovely performance this term.
Mrs Zarina Stuckings has begun working with our girls this term and it has been lovely to see and hear the progress 
as they have learned performance & microphone techniques and fine-tuned their voices.
We look forward to adding more members in 2022.
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YOUTH 

TEEN EXPEDITION

20 - 25 September our Teen Expedition was held at Paluma where we did hiking and swimming. Our theme for the 
week was Crossroads where Pr Laufili Ah-you was our speaker sharing life testimonies when he was at a crossroad 
of decision making. It was an overall challenging experience for some during the week who have never hiked before 
or carrying a hiking pack with all your food, clothes, and tent. The week was filled with spiritual talks, making new 
friends, supporting one another to finish the hiking tracks, making memories, telling and sharing stories and to 
finish it off, camp challenge where we used all the Pathfinder skills that everyone had to complete the obstacle 
course. Big thanks to Keith Offer, Rishan Gounder, Daniel Spero, David Lausie, Adam Weinheimer and all the 
Pastors that brought their young people to this event. 

HIKING PALUMA

EKKLESIA

Ekklesia was a road trip that covered the regions of Cairns, Townsville and Mackay plus a zoom session with Mount 
Isa & NT. Pr Roland Talamaivao is from the South Australian Conference where he presented on topics such as life 
groups and house churches from the book of Acts where the focus was on more missional communities in reaching 
people for God’s Kingdom.

ROADTRIP
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YOUTH

CAIRNS REGION YOUTH CAMP

On October 22nd – 24th we had over 100 people come to our youth camp. Those that attended were from Tully, 
Mission Beach, Innisfail, Mareeba, Northern Beaches, Kuranda, Mount Isa and Malanda. Our speaker for the 
weekend was Pr Levi Mote who challenged the young people to the 4 big questions of life – Identity, belonging, 
purpose and hope. We also had a Sabbath afternoon baptism at Millaa Millaa Falls where 7 young people gave their 
lives to Jesus. Saturday night was games night followed by our last day activity on Sunday with the mudslide.

MUNGALLI FALLS

PATHFINDER AND ADVENTURER INVESTITURE
The month of November and December has been a busy one for the Youth Department with Investiture from 
Alice Springs to Darwin in NT and all over North Qld with Mount Isa, Townsville, Ayr, Mareeba, Mackay, Cairns & 
Edmonton. It’s been an honour and a privilege to attend most of our Investitures to invest our clubs and young 
people but also watching them share their goals and highlights throughout the year. A big thank you to all our 
District Directors for helping out and all the leaders and volunteers teaching and investing in your clubs this year.



Northern Australian 
Conference 

- 2022 Calendar -
JANUARY
17 - 21  JETS Summer Camp

FEBRUARY
10 - 14  Converge
25 - 26 Youth Leadership Retreat 

MARCH
12  Cairns Youth Rally
19  Mackay Youth Rally 
19   Global Youth Day
19 - 26 Youth week of Prayer
26  Townsville Youth Rally
APRIL
4 - 10  STORMCo (Thursday Island)
11 - 16 STORMCo (Darwin)
29 - 2 May Northern Territory Youth Camp

MAY
20 - 22 World Adventurer Day Rally
  (Combined in Townsville)
27 - 29 Mackay Youth Camp

JUNE
14 - 16 Ministers Meetings
19 -24  Big Camp Set up
24 - 2 July Big Camp
25  Youth Touch Comp

JULY
4 - 8   AUC CHOSEN

AUGUST
1 - 6  Alice Springs (WoW)
12 - 14  Divinely Made Retreat
26 - 28 Cairns Youth Camp

SEPTEMBER
3  Cairns Regional
3 - 10  East Coast Personal Ministries 
  Road Show
10  Mackay Regional
16 - 18 Pathfinder World Day   
  (Combined in Townsville)
25 - 30 Teen Expedition

OCTOBER
15  Public Campus Ministries Day
15  Darwin Regional
15 - 18 Northern Territory Personal   
  Ministries Road Show

NOVEMBER
5  Alice Springs Investiture
12  Darwin Investiture
12 - 18 eWeek of Prayer
19  Mount Isa Investiture  
26  Townsville & Mackay    
  Investiture

DECEMBER
3  Mareeba & FNQ Investiture
10  Cairns Samoan, Cairns Central  
  & Edmonton Investiture
13 - 18 SPD Youth Congress 

JANUARY 2023
3 - 8  AUC Camporee in NSW 

Northern Australia


