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Editorial

IN HIS TIME

At the time of writing this, our son, Raygio, is on the
plane to Vanuatu for a mission trip with his school,
Tweed Valley Adventist College (TVAC). I would like to
share how God answered our prayer.

In preparation for this mission trip, my wife, Cathy,
submitted the visa application with all the other
necessary documents on September 26 to the
Vanuatu High Commission (VHC) in Canberra, where
they sent the documents to the Immigration office
in Port Vila, Vanuatu. We thought it would be an
easy, straightforward process and that we would get
the visa in no time but it turned out that Cathy had
to make many phone calls and send many emails to
VHC to check and enquire about the visa situation.
We had been praying and praying and praying and
it seemed that every time Cathy made a phone call,
there would be no progress. We started to feel anxious
and frustrated with how they were handling the
application.

A day before the scheduled departure, Monday
(November 7), Cathy made the last attempts to call
and find out the status of Raygio’s visa. The officer
for consulate services asked Cathy to resend all the
documents again because the network was down.
He said he would send them to his colleague in the
Immigration office in Vanuatu and he would try to
get the visa letter before the office closed at 4:30pm.
Meanwhile, the school Coordinator for this trip, who
had already arrived in Vanuatu, also went to the
Immigration office in Port Vila to hand in the printed
copies of all the documents to the officer there and
left because they didn’t know what else to do, since all
the systems were down.

Jeffrey Masengi
Secretary and Chief Financial Officer
Northern Australian Conference

Atthattime, there was nothing else we could do, it was
beyond our control and we could only placeitin God’s
control, in His gracious and merciful hands. | prayed
with Cathy and Raygio in the afternoon to surrender
everything to the Lord. During that time, | was told
that Paul Fua, principal of TVAC, sent an email to all
the teachers, staff and students, to make it an urgent
matter to PRAY for Raygio’s visa.

Around 4:00pm, Cathy earnestly prayed and made
the last calls 10 minutes before 5:00pm with no reply.
After she attempted about 11 calls with no reply, she
finally gave up. It was 5:09pm and the Immigration
office in Vanuatu was already long closed. So she just
surrendered all to God’s will, believing that He would
do what was best for Raygio.

As she prayed, she was holding her Bible and then
suddenly a page in the Bible was opened, and there
was a highlighted verse that drew her attention. It was
Mark 10:27 “But Jesus looked at them and said, “With
men it is impossible, but not with God: for with God
all things are possible” At that moment, Cathy knew
that God would work things out somehow and then
an email came stating, “visa for Raygio.”

What a precious lesson, that God is always faithful
and good. Sometimes, God allows things to not go
according to plan until the last minute to try our faith.
Let us move forward in faith because God will make
things beautiful in His time.

"Weth men & ( poggc'b/& but
not with God; for with God all
things are poscible,”

Mark 1027
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Stewardship/CFO Report

STEWARDSHIP REPORT

As part of the Regional Meetings held in Townsville, Cairns, Mackay and Darwin from August to October 2022,
a workshop on Stewardship was held in the afternoon.

The workshop covered three topics:

« How to reduce costs

« What are the best savings and investments strategies and,

« The solution to debt.

The workshop included practical examples and different types of apps to review our savings and investments
and, more importantly, how to review our savings and investments according to Biblical principles.

The workshop discussed how to know quick wins in savings, how to reduce grocery bills, swap to cheaper
alternatives, and shop for better deals. While the solution to debt looks around understanding debt, working
out what we can afford, prioritisation and arranging repayment. The primary purpose is to realign with God’s
priorities to faithfully give, to bring more souls to the Kingdom.

"The primary purpose s to realign with
Gods priorities to fa&%ﬂd&/ que, to
bring more couls to the Kingdom,"

TITHE REPORT

We thank God for His blessings within our Conference and the faithful stewardship of church members in re-
turning their tithes. The cumulative tithe received in September 2022 was higher by 6% compared to 2021, or
$167,393.

The first chart shows the monthly tithe received versus budget, and the second chart shows the cumulative
tithe received to September compared against 2021 and 2020.

Monthly Tithe Actual vs Budget Tithe received Jan-Sep (2020-2022)

} 4 December 2022



Secretary/Staff News

MEMBERSHIP AND BAPTISM AT THE END OF SEPTEMBER 2022

Church membership has increased by nine people this quarter, at the end of September 2022, from 2,851 to 2,860.
The increase in membership was primarily due to baptisms and transfers of membership. Praise the Lord for 17
baptisms this quarter alone.

PROJECT DEVELOPMENT

+ Riverside Estate Development - The tender document to demolish and replace the ablution block, expand the
commercial kitchen, and install disability access to the hall has been issued to the prospective builders at the end
of October. We are aiming to complete the development before Big Camp 2023.

« Carlisle Car Park Construction - The completion of the car park was pending due to a water easement issue. We
have received approval on the easement, and the construction project has started to complete the car park. The

plan is to complete construction by year-end.

NEW EDUCATION DIRECTOR FOR NAC

The Northern Australian Conference is happy to an-
nounce Graham Baird as our new Education Direc-
tor. He will be starting his new role in 2023 and we
would like to say ‘welcome’. Graham has given us a
little glimpse into his life and his passion for teach-

ing.

I have had a blessed life. Born to missionary parents
I'spent my early years in PNG, India, the USA and Sin-
gapore, before becoming a student at Avondale Col-
lege in 1976. In 1977 I married my girlfriend, Caroline,
and we became the proud parents of two girls, Na-
talie and Jodie.

I graduated from Avondale in 1979 with a BEd in Man-
ual Arts and Business and in 1980 accepted a call to
be Head of Business at Sonoma College in New Brit-
ain. From 1981 to 1986 | was called to Lilydale Adven-
tist Academy in a number of roles including Business
Manager, teacher and Boys Dean. Our family moved
to Queensland for personal reasons at the end of
1986.

From 1987 to 1994, God had me up skilling for the fu-
ture doing my apprenticeship in plumbing and work-
ing in that trade around Brisbane for nearly 7 years.

During this time, | felt a strong calling to teaching min-
istry and was blessed to join the teaching team at Bris-
bane Adventist College (BAC) in 1995. | worked a BAC for
10 years, first as a teacher then Deputy and for the final 7
years as Head of Secondary.

I became Principal of Northpine Christian College in 2005,
and have really enjoyed the challenge of growing North-
pine. In the last 18 years our numbers have grown to ap-
proximately 950 students and Northpine is now a three
stream P -12 School.

As I follow the call of God to lead the education ministry in
Northern Australia, | am excited for the opportunity to be
a part of the team and the opportunity | have to support
our Schools in their educational
and evangelistic ministries.
Thanks for the opportunity and
look forward to getting to know
you all better in 2023.
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Conference News

PERSONAL MINISTRIES ROADSHOW 2022

The Northern Australian Conference has completed its Personal Ministries Roadshow for 2022, providing training
to around 340 members on how to share faith by giving Bible studies

Guest speaker, Pastor Justin Lawman, from the South New South Wales Conference, visited 11 different churches
and venues across North Queensland and the Northern Territory including Mackay, Mount Isa, Cairns, Alice Springs
and Darwin to teach members How to Conduct Life-Changing Bible Studies.

“The training that we are doing is primarily a set of Bible studies that has a discipling approach that gives Bible
studies and teaches those receiving the Bible studies how to then go out and give Bible studies themselves,”
explained Pastor Lawman.

The programs were well attended and were scheduled to coincide with the Northern Australian Conference
Regional programs in Townsville, Cairns, Mackay and Darwin.

“We wanted to do the Personal Ministries Roadshow to be able to go to our church members and give them
training, while reminding them about what is important, and that is to share God’s love with others,” stated Pastor
Darren Slade, president of the Northern Australian Conference.

The Personal Ministries Roadshow will be back again in 2023 and we look forward to seeing you all again next year.

Townsvile Regional Mackay Regional

} 6 December 2022




PARTNERS IN MINISTRY - REGIONAL MEETINGS 2022

Cathy Masengi

| want to thank God and praise Him for the wonderful opportunities for Partners in Ministry to meet during the
Regional Meetings in Townsville, Cairns, Mackay and Darwin. We were so abundantly blessed to be able meet and
chat, share testimonies, give support and words of encouragement, and most importantly, pray for one another.
As a token of appreciation for their roles and ministry as Pastors’ wives and for women who are active in ministry,
we have shown them how much they are loved, through small gifts. Although the monetary value is nothing in
comparison to the sacrifice, service and support they give to their husbands and ultimately to the Lord, | hope
they will see the value beyond that. | pray they will be encouraged by the Word of God and their hearts will be
enlightened by the Spirit and the love of Jesus.

I would like to thank God for the following women as | have been so blessed by their participation, their love,
support and friendship. They are: Maritza Campos, Suzanne Slade, Dorothy Tagaloa, Donna Hobbs, Nive Mote,
Lisi Ah You, Lynette Hastie, Amia Tavai, Nathenea Macrae, Maria Tuialii, Jodie Pearce, Nadine May, Ateca Koro and
Kristen Vosalevu, who were able to come to the meetings. | was able to meet with Puna Siutu and Kate Kirkwood
on separate occasions.

| also need to mention some of our members whom | did not meet because of the distance, but through the
kindness of Pr. Alfredo and Maritza Campos and Jeffrey Masengi, they were able to visit them and gave the gifts
to Jeanette Johnson (Katherine), Loata Vosalevu (Tennant Creek), Eseta Tafu Sione (Mount Isa) and Ruth Gilmore
(Alice Springs).

I'm looking forward to meeting all the other members who were not able to come to the Regional meetings
including; Therese Amuimuia (Innisfail), Sharon Chapman (Torres Strait), Sandra Felkel and Jubilee Dougherty
(Finke).

On behalf of Partners in Ministry, we would like to congratulate Pr. Soani and Kristen Vosalevu and Pr. Travis and
Puna Siutu for the new arrival of their babies to their families. We also shared their happiness by sending them a
small token of our love for the babies and their families, along with our prayers that the Lord will bless and keep
their families in His love, grace and mercy.

I would like to thank my Partners in Ministry team for their ministry, also for their love, support and friendship as
we serve and journey together in the Lord.

I'm looking forward to our next get together, either locally or most excitingly, at our annual big camp next year.
In the meantime, let us keep each other in prayer and may God bless us and fill our hearts with the Spirit and the
love of Jesus that will shine forth and bless others too. Amen.

Darwin Regional with Maritza and Ateca Cairns Regional with Lisi, Nive, Lynette and Sharee
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RIVERSIDE CONVENTION CENTRE

RIVERSIDE WRAP UP

The year of our Lord, 2022
Started off with so much to do
Plans to plan, buildings to build
Praying it all was within God’s will

Caravan sites closed down, construction began
New bollards and plumbing rose up on new stands
Surveyors surveyed, engineers engineered

Prayers continued as the plans appeared

Caravans rolled in, accommodation filled

These blessings of Heaven helped pay all the bills
Guests here for treatment, events and the like
School groups and church groups all stayed on the
site

The grass stayed green, the entire year through
The weather was perfect til October 22

So many wonderful people passed through our
gates

And were blessed by the peace the Holy Spirit here
Creates

But still the buildings to build are not built
Construction has come to a quiet stand still

But 2023 will see them arise

And be ready for Big Camp, under blue winter skies

So pray for the plans that are going ahead
Pray for the builder that is yet to be sent

Pray for the guests who stay here and rest
Pray that they all will leave this place blessed

Lt~

} 8 December 2022

ADRA

PRAISE GOD,
EVERYONE IS OK

While travelling back from the Darwin Regional
and Personal Ministries Roadshow in the North-
ern Territory, our ADRA truck, unfortuntaley, got
into an accident and was damaged extensively.

“The angels were watching over the two occu-
pants of the truck and neither of them were in-
jured,” explained Pr Chris Kirkwood, ADRA Di-
rector for the Northern Australian Conference.
“However, the truck is inoperable, which is bad
timing as we enter cyclone season and the Christ-
mas season. This is the time we use the truck to
help deliver hampers to the needy and food for the
disadvantaged. We also use the truck when there
are cylcones to bring necessities to those affect-
ed by the natural disasters,” added Pr Kirkwood.
“While we sort through the insurance claim and
get the truck repaired, a hire truck may be need-
ed in the interim. If you can help with a dona-
tion for the hire truck, please email me at: Chri-
sKirkwood@adventist.org.au this will allow us to
continue to bless those who are most in need.




Church News

TOWNSVILLE CITY

FAITH FM LISTENER REQUESTS BIBLE STUDIES

You know the Holy Spirit is working when late on a
Sabbath afternoon, a person walks into your church
requesting bible studies as a result of listening to Faith
FM. What a blessing this news has been to those who
have been praying earnestly for the listeners of this
ministry in the City of Townsville. Recently, Townsville
City Church and members from Aitkenvale Church have
also been prayerfully pounding the streets with personal
delivery and letterboxing of Faith FM cards.

Twenty families are currently involved in the outreach
and a member from interstate has faithfully supported
the work during their holiday visit too. One new member
has been so blessed by the experience of meeting
and praying for people in her neighbourhood whilst
letterboxing, that she is now ready to step outin faith and
begin door to door ministry with prayer and literature.
Another member met a bible study contact from 10 years
ago and his family members have begun attending the
locally presented prophecy seminars. Connections are
being made in the community through this outreach and
Christian literature is being followed up with a number of
other people as a result.

NORTH MACKAY

MACKAY INTERNATIONAL
COOKING DEMONSTRATION

The Women’s Ministry ladies at North Mackay SDA
Church organised a cooking demonstration and tasting,
with the help of other local SDA church members, on
the afternoon of Sunday October 16. The International
flavours included dishes demonstrated from Thailand,
Cambodia, Fiji, Zimbabwe, Italy and Papua New Guinea.
The event was well attended and so enjoyable the
Women’s Ministry ladies decided to have a follow up
Ladies Christmas Themed High Tea on November 27.
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Church News

TOWNSVILLE CITY

SEVEN BAPTISMS AND SEVEN CALLED

Townsville City Church has been blessed with five new members through baptism and the re-baptism of two
members.

New member, Mike Noakes, baptised on June 18, was positively
influenced for Jesus by Faith FM and friendship with Pastor Alfredo
Campos.

Elder Richard Warden had the privilege of baptising five souls
including two of his eldest children, Valerie, 13 years old, and
Emerson, 11 years old, on July 30. His whole family have been
a hub of support and instrumental in giving Bible studies to the
three young men who were also baptised the same day. In a most
glorifying service to our Lord, Azariah Pundari was re-baptised
along with two of his new friends Jayden Mottram and Amberose Dorrick, whom he met through his intentional
prayerful friendship at James Cook University. The personal testimonies of these three young men showed the
mighty power of God to transform lives. These five young people have participated in both the FAST Discipleship
training program and Prophecy Seminar series that were held at Townsville City Church over the previous 12
months. They are now all actively involved in discipling others through personal and small group ministry. On the
same day, God poured out His Spirit on seven children under 12 years of age, who strengthened their decision for
Jesus when an altar call was made.

Under trying circumstances and a recent health setback,
nothing could come between Vicky Fitzclarence and her
decision to follow Jesus. On August 13, Vicky was re-
baptised by Pr Chris Kirkwood with her entire family by her
side. Pr Kirkwood commented on how he had observed
Vicki’s faith and trust in Christ growing daily. His sermon
on the “ballistic” Spirit filled Christian that goes forth after
baptism was inspiring to all.

} 10 December 2022



LE Corner

THE BEST STALL IN THE MARKET

Michelle Adams

My husband, Lance and | come from a small beach
side village on the east coast of the North Island, New
Zealand. We both have Christian backgrounds but
steer from ‘religion” and focus on God and his word.

In 2021 we started watching the First Light TV channel
and took notice of Sabbath being on Saturday - it just
made sense. Our hunger for bible study grew and
through prayer we were introduced to a wonderful
couple who visit us every Sabbath for Bible study and
a shared lunch. Our little home hosts about 12 people
every Sabbath to study God’s word and we LOVE it.
But what about when we travel? How do we spend
our Sabbath and keep our hunger for Bible study
nourished. Where do we go and what do we do? It
all comes down to pure faith, and our experience in
Townsville is one of our favourites.

Previous to finding the Sabbath, we visited Townsville
a number of times and the Willows market for fresh
fruit and vegetables was a weekly venture. Typically,
we would purchase what we need for the week, load it
allin the car and drive home before the heat of the day
starts. That was standard practice.

One day, we loaded the car with the produce and I said
to Lance, “Let’s go back and have another look”. This
is unusual, | would never do this because | would be
concerned about the produce getting too hot in the
car. But on this occasion it didn’t concern me in the
slightest, Lance said, “OK”, and we just returned, not
understanding why.

As | wandered the markets (Lance found a fellow Kiwi
to chat with), | saw a stall with a familiar cook book.
| particularly like ‘Revive’ so | wandered over to see
what other goodies they had. To my delight they had
The Great Controversy, Steps to Christ and a whole
array of free books on offer.

I took offto find my husband and asked him, “Have you
seen the best stall in the market?” He was bemused,
so | said, “Come with me”. We were greeted with this
big, beautiful, friendly Willa smile. Lance saw the
books and he got it - this is the best stall in the market.
From that moment on our lives changed and for this
we thank God. His guidance was simply amazing.

The fruit and vegetables were OK too by the way
“Thank you, Lord”.

That afternoon we were in lan and Willa’s home
studying scripture. They gave us study notes for
Sabbath school learning and invited us to their church
the following Sabbath. We've never been to a SDA
church before and were delighted - the people were
so friendly and welcoming, it was really genuine.

We learnt more with the Sabbath school hour,
listened earnestly to the fabulous sermon, enjoyed
joyful music and then were treated to an exceptionally
delicious lunch under the shade of some ginormous
trees. What a Sabbath. We were absolutely delighted
and so thankful we came across Willa and lan at the
markets that day.

That evening we met Willa and her family down on
The Strand to close Sabbath. Here we met more
wonderful Sabbath keepers, we gave thanks and went
home knowing we had just met some amazing people
who will be in our lives for a very, very long time.

We want to thank the Lord for giving Willa the insight
to have a stall at the Sunday markets, for without this
we would never have been blessed with lan’s study
lessons or been at the Aitkenvale SDA Church that day.
Thank you Lord for bringing these wonderful people
into our lives; introducing us to people like Cathy
and Geoffrey, allowing us to share meals, stories and
giving thanks together.

After a farewell meal we headed south and have the
2023 Big Camp marked in our diary. God willing, we
will be there - our flights are booked already.
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Youth

TEEN EX - WHITSUNDAYS

37 teens and staff kayaked through the Whitsundays for the Northern Australian Conference (NAC) Teen Ex that
took place from September 25 to October 1. The expedition included kayaking over 40km to different campsites
across four islands in the Whitsundays, including; North Molle Island, Whitsunday Island, Henning Island and
South Molle Island.

In addition to kayaking, teens took part in hiking, snorkelling and fishing and were blessed with morning and
evening worships.

The theme for the week was Unsinkable Faith and the teens were given evening messages from guest speaker,
Pastor Jeffrey Masengi secretary and chief financial officer at the NAC. Some of the messages included talking
about the heroes of faith in Hebrews 11 and how the teens need to keep their eyes fixed on Jesus to have unsink-
able faith. At the end of the week, seven teens made the decision to dedicate themselves to God and start Bible
studies with their local church pastor.

Rayth Yasserie, a teen from Mackay explained his reason for making this decision, “The reason why | stood up last
night is because | want to be a follower of God. I want Him to live in my life and direct me in the way He wants me
togo”

The expedition not only made an impact on the teens but also on the staff who attended.

“My time on Teen Ex was a wonderful experience,” stated Pr Masengi, “not only did | get to spend time in such a
beautiful place, enjoying God’s stunning creation, but | was able to get to know each one of these teens and share
the love of Jesus while spending time with them.”

December 2022
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THE SEASON OF INVESTITURE

Travis Siutu

I would like to thank all the clubs around our Conference that looked after Adventurers and Pathfinders this year.
As we wrap up another year, the youth department and District Directors have been busy with Investitures, to rec-
ognise all the hard work leaders, Adventurers, Pathfinders and parents have done. A lot has happened this year
with Adventurer and Pathfinder World Rally Days in Townsville, and Pathfinder Fair, which was the first since 2019,
before COVID hit.

As we invest our Adventurers, there will be many who will be graduating to Pathfinders, and there will be Pathfind-
ers who have completed their years of service and will be leaving Pathfinders onto another ministry in the church.
There will also be many clubs doing last minute fundraising for the AUC Camporee in January 2023.

| would like to thank the District Directors in the different regions of our Conference, as well our Pathfinder Direc-
tors and their teams for your dedication this year to lead your clubs. Also, our parents and volunteers working in
the background making things work for your clubs.

A big thank you to all our local churches for supporting your Adventurer and Pathfinder clubs.

God Bless and see you all, if not at Camporee, then in 2023 for another fun year of Adventurer and Pathfinders.
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Youth/Schools

INSTITUTE OF YOUTH MINISTRIES

26 pastors, from various conferences, attended The Institue of Youth Ministries from October 31 to November 6 in
Brookfield, Qld, including our own Pr Laufili Ah You and Pr Tafu Sione. Pastors had an inspiring experience that
allowed them to share and interact with presenters, Pr Steve Case, President of Involve Youth from California and
Pr Jeff Parker, Youth Director at the Australian Union Confernece.

“This is a new experience for me, to learn from theories and practical ways to minister to our youths and young
adults in the church,” explained Pr Sione.

“I am enjoying every bit of it and am looking forward to sharing it with others,” added Pr Sione, “things like em-
bracing our youth, accepting and understanding their ways of thinking, involving them in church ministries, men-
toring and empowering them.”

“What truly inspired me is the fact that, it’s all about the young people,” stated Pr Ah
You, “Our focus in this ever changing times, is to equip, nurture, affirm and encouraged
the youth today in ministry.”

“What | like the most, is the networking with fellow Pastors and also the wealth of in-
formation that | have obtained to present to NAC,” added Pr Ah You, “I look forward to
seeing how we can implemented these practices across our churches.”

CAIRNS ADVENTIST COLLEGE, RIVERSIDE ADVENTIST SCHOOL AND CARLISLE ADVENTIST COLLEGE

YEAR 5 ® 6 CAMP

Over 60 students from Cairns Adventist College, Riverside Adventist School and Carlisle Adventist College joined
together for a year 5 and 6 camp at Magnetic Island from October 18 - 21.

Students from the three schools were divided into three activity groups and participated in four activities each day
including; abseiling, archery, snorkelling, stand up paddle boarding, raft building, team development and beach
games. They also had a trivia night and two games nights.

“Our instructors were very knowledgeable, safety conscious and patient with the students, and we were lucky in
that only one group missed out on one activity due to a lightning storm,” explained Annelie McBride, Year Five
teacher at Carlisle Adventist College.

The students had morning prayers and evening worships taken by Pr Ben Galindo, chaplain at Carlisle Adventist
College and Pr Laufili Ah You, chaplain at Cairns Adventist College.

The highlight for many students was meeting and making friends from the other schools. It was great that our three
schools were able to join together for this camp and make lasting memories.

} 14  December 2022
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2023 Devotionals
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Adult Boxed Set

Adult Devotional
by Alberto R. Timm Devotional $69.95
$39.95 by Ellen White $39.95 (Save $9.95)
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Morning

2023 Morning Women Devotional Young Adult

Watch by Tamyra Horst Devotional
$2.95 $34.95 by Troy Fitzgerald
$34.95

Redden + Reed

X

(RS
Charles Mills
Children’s Devotional Primary Devotional
by Sally Dillon by Redden, Reed, Junior Devotional Teen Devotional
$26.95 Yamada by Jan Doward by Charles Mills
$34.95 $34.95 $34.95

To order Ph: (07) 47287097, online: www.adventistbookcentre.com.au or visit us instore

55 Leopold Street, Aitkenvale QLD 4814 Hours Mon-Thur 9am-5pm Fri 9am-12:30pm
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