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Fire and Emergency services use a combination of state owned, contracted, and adhoc hire aircraft 

to meet their needs during fires, floods and other emergencies. Over the last few years the ARENA 

system has been implemented by NAFC and the State and Territory agencies to provide a common 

registry of aircraft available for fire and emergency operations.  

The new ARENA Availability Calendar allows aircraft operators to indicate the availability of their 

aircraft to be called for fire and other emergency operations. 

Availability: 

“The ability for an aircraft to be called on to perform a role from a location at a specified time” 

e.g. Helitak 100 will be available at Point Cook for firebombing tomorrow with two hours notice. 

Operators may use the ARENA Availability module to set the availability of their aircraft, its location, 

its configuration and the time required to respond. 

Agencies may refer to availability data, alongside other relevant data, when selecting the most 

appropriate aircraft for a task. 

Initially the Availability calendar will be utilised for Call-When-Needed aircraft. Over time we expect 

to use the Availability calendar for recording the engagement of other aircraft including contract, 

and agency operated aircraft. 

Each fire and emergency agency will have its own processes for selecting which aircraft to use for 

each task. There is no guarantee that entering aircraft data in ARENA means an Agency will use that 

data, unless an agency has specifically indicated that is their practice.  



Using the Availability module: 

Login to ARENA 

https://arena.nafc.org.au , make sure you are in Operator mode   

Click on the Availability tab 

 This will open a new tab or window for the Availability calendar 

Click on any date for an aircraft to see, or set, the availability for that date  

Click on the Plus icon to enter new availability data   

Enter Availability data by filling out the form provided 

 

 

For more information 

arena@nafc.org.au 

 

 

https://arena.nafc.org.au/

