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Foreword

Netball remains the most popular team sport for girls 
and women in Australia, and participation numbers 
continue to rise. This is why it is so important that the 
facilities available to netball players, coaches, umpires 
and officials right across Victoria, are up to standard 
and continue to be developed with the future of our 
sport in mind.

It is my pleasure to introduce Netball Victoria’s 
Statewide Facilities Strategy (the Strategy), which 
will help to ensure Victoria remains an environment 
where netball can thrive. This strategy articulates many 
hours of review, consultation and collaboration with 
stakeholders across the state, and outlines a collective 
vision for the provision of facilities across Victoria.� 

We would like to particularly acknowledge the support 
of Sport and Recreation Victoria, ASR Research and 
2MH Consulting for their contributions to the Strategy.

The Strategy informs the planning, design, development 
and construction of high quality netball facilities in 
Victoria.� Additional supporting documents include:

•	 Netball Victoria’s Statewide Facilities Manual
•	 Netball Victoria’s Compliance Fact Sheet
•	 Netball Victoria’s Inclusive Facilities Fact Sheet

This suite of information will assist netball associations, 
leagues and clubs, schools, facility investors and all 
levels of government to better plan for the growth and 
development of our sport.

We look forward to continuing our partnerships with all 
of these stakeholders, so that together we can continue 
to deliver high quality netball venues and facilities for 
our valued – and ever growing – netball community.

Rosie King 
Netball Victoria CEO

Netball Victoria Statewide Facilities Strategy   |   Volume 1 1



The Statewide Facilities Strategy should be read and 
considered in conjunction with the Netball Victoria 
Facilities Manual. The Netball Victoria Facilities Manual* 
presents a facility hierarchy for venues used for netball 
competition, training and other programs. The Manual 
nominates a four-tiered hierarchy; local, sub-regional, 
regional and elite, and describes the component 
facilities that should be considered for provision at each 
level of the hierarchy. 

The Facilities Manual has been developed for use by: 
government; netball associations, leagues and clubs; 
education institutions; and private netball operators. 

To assist with:

•	 Any redevelopment plans for existing netball venues, 
or construction plans for a replacement or new 
netball venue 

•	 Auditing the condition and design of facilities against 
netball facility standards.

Netball Victoria Facilities Manual

*netballvic.com.au/facilityresources

Netball Victoria Statewide Facilities Strategy   |   Volume 12



Contents

Terminology and Abbreviations	 4

1.	 Introduction	 6
1.1.	 Objectives 	 6
1.2.	 Methodology 	 6
1.3.	 Structure of Strategy	 7
1.4.	 Information Sources 	 7
1.5.	 Planning Areas and Regions 	 8

2.	 Netball in Victoria	 12
2.1.	 Netball Competitions and Other Activities	 12
2.2.	 Statistics on Netball in Victoria	 13

3.	 Planning Considerations/Assumptions	 24
3.1.	 Legislative Environment 	 24
3.2.	 Netball Activities and Competitions 	 24
3.3.	 Netball Victoria Facilities Manual and Hierarchy	 24
3.4.	 Funding Environment and Partnerships 	 24
3.5.	 Relationships with Other Peak Bodies 	 25
3.6.	 Regional Planning 	 26
3.7.	 Associations and Leagues Affiliated with Netball Victoria	 26
3.8.	 Demand Factors 	 27
3.9.	 Assessment of Court Demand and Supply in Greater Melbourne 	 27
3.10.	 Assessment of Court Demand and Supply in Rural and Regional Victoria 	 28

4.	 Key Findings and Recommendations	 30
4.1.	 Condition of and Improvements to Existing Netball Venues 	 30
4.2.	 Facility Development Priorities 	 31
4.3.	 Addressing Gaps in Netball Court Provision in Victoria 	 31
4.4.	 Areas of Adequate Provision 	 32
4.5.	 Eight + Court Venues in Greater Melbourne 	 33
4.6.	 Eight + Court Venues in Rural and Regional Victoria 	 33
4.7.	 Planning for Facility Demand in 2031 and Beyond 	 33
4.8.	 Indoor Facility Provision	 34
4.9.	 Outdoor Facility Provision	 34
4.10.	 Football Netball Venues 	 34
4.11.	 Lights and Second Courts at Football Netball Club Venues 	 34
4.12.	 School Venues	 35
4.13.	 Access to Training Venues 	 35
4.14.	 Netball Venues on Crown Land 	 36
4.15.	 Funding Programs	 36

5.	 Strategic Plan	 38
5.1.	 Vision 	 38
5.2.	 Strategic Priorities	 38
5.3.	 Action Plans 	 40
5.4.	 Monitoring and evaluation	 40

Appendices	 42

Netball Victoria Statewide Facilities Strategy   |   Volume 1 3



Terminology and Abbreviations

AFLVic - Australian Football League Victoria
BV - Basketball Victoria
DELWP - Department for Environment, Land, Water  
and Planning
DET - Department of Education and Training 
DHHS - Department of Health and Human Services
LGA - Local Government Authority or Local Government 
Area (depending on the context). City and Shire are not 
included in the name of the LGA unless there is a need 
to distinguish between an LGA and a town that has the 
same name
MPA - Metropolitan Planning Authority  
NA - Netball Australia, the peak body for netball in Australia

Netball facility planner - an organisation involved in the 
planning of netball facilities (SRV, NV, NA, DET, LGA, 
local schools and other netball facility providers)   
Netball facility provider - an organisation that builds 
and/or owns netball facilities 
NV - Netball Victoria, the peak body for netball in Victoria
Planning area - a geographic grouping of regions     
Region - a geographic grouping of LGA 
SNHC - State Netball Hockey Centre
SRV - Sport and Recreation Victoria
The Strategy - Netball Victoria’s Statewide Facilities 
Strategy (2016 - 2026)
TV - Tennis Victoria

V2 - Sept 2017
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SECTION ONE

Introduction



1.  Introduction

1.1. Objectives 
The objectives of the Strategy are to:  

•	 Provide strategic direction to the planning and 
development of netball facilities in Victoria

•	 Consider future demand for netball facilities 
throughout Victoria

•	 Guide investment in the planning and development of 
netball facilities 

•	 Identify key priorities for Netball Victoria.

The Strategy will be used by Netball Victoria to:

•	 Guide policy development and planning priorities, 
with respect to netball facility provision   

•	 Provide strategic advice to Local, State and Federal 
Governments about their investment in netball 
facilities.

The Statewide Facilities Strategy is a 10 year strategy, 
from 2016-2026.

1.2. Methodology 
The methodology for the Strategy involved the following 
key steps:

1.	 Literature review
2.	 Review of population and demographic data  
3.	 Inventory of netball facilities 
4.	 Physical inspection of some netball facilities   
5.	 Consultation with Netball Victoria Board, Executive 

and staff, netball associations, leagues and clubs, 
Local Government and schools

6.	 Development of draft region profiles
7.	 Development and review of draft Statewide Facilities 

Strategy 
8.	 Development of final Statewide Facilities Strategy.
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Introduction

1.3. Structure of Strategy
The Strategy is divided into three Volumes:

•	 Volume One – Statewide Facilities Strategy:  
a published document that provides an introduction 
and outlines the planning considerations and 
assumptions, key findings and recommendations and 
strategic plan

•	 Volume Two – Greater Melbourne analysis and 
region profiles: working document managed and 
overseen by Netball Victoria

•	 Volume Three – Rural and Regional Victoria 
analysis and region profiles: working document 
managed and overseen by Netball Victoria.

As part of this Strategy, a detailed analysis of 
Melbourne’s growth areas and research and analysis 
of every Local Government Area (LGA) in Victoria has 
been undertaken. 

Details of membership penetration rates, participation 
projections and estimates of likely future court provision 
are available to each LGA by contacting Netball Victoria.

1.4. Information Sources 
The information sources for this Strategy are as follows:

•	 ABS census data 2015, Victoria in Future population 
data 2015, LGA community profiles and local area 
population forecasts (where available)

•	 Netball Victoria membership database 2015
•	 Netball Victoria and SRV staff  
•	 Victorian LGA 
•	 Surveys completed by LGA
•	 Four regional LGA forums in conjunction with SRV 

regional staff 
•	 Direct contact with LGA recreation staff
•	 Netball Victoria affiliated netball associations and 

leagues 
•	 Surveys completed by associations/leagues
•	 Direct contact with associations/leagues     
•	 Victorian schools 
•	 Surveys completed by schools
•	 2MH facility inspection and audit database - records 

of inspections of 180 netball venues in Victoria from 
2012 to 2015.
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Introduction

1.5. Planning Areas and Regions 
For the purpose of this Strategy, Victoria has been 
divided into two Planning Areas:

•	 Greater Melbourne 
•	 Rural & Regional Victoria. 

The Greater Melbourne Planning Area (Table 1) contains 
five regions and 31 LGA.

The Rural and Regional Planning Area (Table 2) is 
divided into 11 regions and 48 LGA. The boundaries of 
the regions and their component LGA are shown in 
Figures 1 and 2.
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Table 1: Greater Melbourne Regions and LGA  

Region LGA Est. pop. 2015

Central Metro Maribyrnong, Melbourne, Port Phillip, Stonnington, Yarra 519,447

Eastern Metro Boroondara, Knox, Manningham, Maroondah, Monash, Whitehorse,  
Yarra Ranges

1,067,956

Northern Metro Banyule, Darebin, Hume, Moonee Valley, Moreland, Nillumbik, Whittlesea 1,013,504

Southern Metro Bayside, Cardinia, Casey, Frankston, Glen Eira, Greater Dandenong, 
Kingston, Mornington Peninsula

1,229,639

Western Metro Brimbank, Hobsons Bay, Melton, Wyndham 632,381

Total 4,462,927

 

Figure 1: Greater Melbourne: Regions and LGA
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Table 2: Rural & Regional Victoria, Regions and LGA

Region LGA Est. pop. 2015

Central Highlands Ararat, Ballarat, Golden Plains, Hepburn, Moorabool, Pyrenees 167,040

G21 Colac Otway, Greater Geelong, Queenscliffe, Surf Coast 301,603

Gippsland
Bass Coast, Baw Baw, East Gippsland, Latrobe, South Gippsland, 
Wellington

267,765

Great South Coast Corangamite, Glenelg, Moyne, Southern Grampians, Warrnambool 101,209

Hume Central Alpine, Benalla, Mansfield, Wangaratta 61,201

Hume Goulburn Valley Campaspe, Greater Shepparton, Moira, Strathbogie 139,741

Hume Lower Mitchell, Murrindindi 53,227

Hume Upper Indigo, Towong, Wodonga 60,014

Loddon Mallee North Buloke, Gannawarra, Mildura, Swan Hill 89,896

Loddon Mallee South
Central Goldfields, Greater Bendigo, Loddon, Macedon Ranges, 
Mount Alexander

192,430

Wimmera  
Southern Mallee

Hindmarsh, Horsham, Northern Grampians, West Wimmera, 
Yarriambiack

47,745

Total 1,481,871

Figure 2: Rural & Regional Victoria: Regions and LGA
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SECTION TWO

Netball in Victoria



2.  Netball in Victoria

2.1. Netball Competitions and Other Activities
Netball facilities are provided to accommodate a range 
of netball activities, from junior participation and skill 
development programs, through to elite training and 
competition.

These netball activities can be divided into four categories:

1.	 	Junior participation and skill development
2.	 	Modified games and programs
3.	 Training courses
4.	 Training and competition

Most netball competitions in Victoria are organised and 
managed by netball associations and football netball 
leagues affiliates with Netball Victoria. Netball Victoria is 
aware of other netball providers (private companies and 
LGA) offering ‘social netball’. As they are not affiliated 
with Netball Victoria, their information and participation 
numbers are not included in this Strategy.

Junior participation  
and skill development

Modified games and 
programs

Training Courses

Training and 
Competition

Coaches, umpires, bench officials

Associations
Association Championships
Australian Netball League
Football Netball Leagues
International Competitions
National Netball League
National Titles
Regional Victorian Netball League
School Championships
State Team training
State Titles
Victorian Netball League
Zone Academy

Table 3: Program Examples
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Netball in Victoria

2.2. Statistics on Netball in Victoria
The recent changes to the Netball Victoria member registration process has resulted in improved data capturing 
and trend analysis. Individual Netball Victoria membership is not restricted to one club or association.  In fact, Netball 
Victoria members play on average 1.6 times a week. Participants may have multiple secondary registrations while 
maintaining a primary registration with the association they initially register with. However, the participant’s primary 
registration is the only figure considered in the statistics.

2.2.1. Greater Melbourne 

Table 4: Netball Victoria Membership across Greater Melbourne

In 2015, there were 56,518 Netball Victoria members in Greater Melbourne - a membership rate of 1.3% of the total 
population. Within the Greater Melbourne segment, Eastern Metro had the highest membership rate, 1.8% of its 
population; and Central Metro the lowest, 0.7% of its population.

Region Estimated 
population 2015

Total number 
of members 

Population 
per member

Membership rate  
(% of total population)

Central Metro 519,447 3,749 139 0.7

Eastern Metro 1,067,956 19,597 54 1.8

Northern Metro 1,013,504 10,024 101 1.0

Southern Metro 1,229,639 18,331 67 1.5

Western Metro 632,381 4,817 131 0.8

Greater Melbourne 4,462,927 56,518 79 1.3

56,518
Total number  
of members

1.3% 
Membership rate
of total population

79  
Population 

per member

 Southern Metro

 Central Metro

 Eastern Metro

 Western Metro

 Northern Metro

REGIONS
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Netball in Victoria

Table 5: Greater Melbourne Netball Venues

In 2015, there were 261 netball venues across Greater Melbourne. 145 (55%) were single or two court venues.  
21 (8%) were eight + court venues.  Southern Metro had the most venues; Western Metro the least.

Region
Number of venues

Local Sub-regional Regional

Number of courts 1 2 3 4-7 8-11 12+ Total 

Central Metro 11 12 4 8 1 0 36

Eastern Metro 18 26 7 17 4 4 76

Northern Metro 13 12 8 11 3 0 47

Southern Metro 13 29 12 20 3 4 81

Western Metro 4 7 3 5 1 1 21

Greater Melbourne 59 86 34 61 12 9 261

261
Total number  

of venues

55% 
Single or two  
court venues

8%  
Eight + court  

venues

 Southern Metro

 Central Metro

 Eastern Metro

 Western Metro

 Northern Metro

REGIONS
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Netball in Victoria

Table 6: Greater Melbourne Netball Courts

In 2015, there were 882 netball courts across Greater Melbourne – 344 indoor and 538 outdoor.  
Southern Metro had the highest number of courts in Greater Melbourne; and Western Metro had the lowest.  

LGA Number of  
indoor courts 

Number of  
outdoor courts

Total number  
of courts 

Central Metro 42 50 92

Eastern Metro 109 160 269

Northern Metro 69 80 149

Southern Metro 85 209 294

Western Metro 39 39 78

Greater Melbourne 344 538 882

882
Total number  

of courts

344
Total number  

of indoor courts

538
Total number  

of outdoor courts

 Southern Metro

 Central Metro

 Eastern Metro

 Western Metro

 Northern Metro

REGIONS
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Netball in Victoria

Table 7: Greater Melbourne Population Per Court

In 2015, there was one netball court for every 5,060 people in Greater Melbourne. Eastern Metro had the highest rate 
of provision in the planning area, 1:3970; Western Metro, the lowest 1:8107.

LGA Population per 
indoor court 

Population per 
outdoor court

Population per 
court

Netball Victoria 
members per court

Central Metro 12,368 10,389 5,646 41

Eastern Metro 9,798 6,675 3,970 73

Northern Metro 14,688 12,669 6,802 67

Southern Metro 14,466 5,883 4,182 62

Western Metro 16,215 16,215 8,107 62

Greater Melbourne 12,974 8,295 5,060 64

5,060
Population  
per court

12,974
Population per  
indoor court

8,295
Population per  
outdoor court

 Southern Metro

 Central Metro

 Eastern Metro

 Western Metro

 Northern Metro

REGIONS
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