
  

  

  

  

Start with a verb 

Laughing, the boy 

opened his present. 

Start with an adverb  

Carefully she placed the 

glass statue away. 

Start with a  

connective 

Although they were exhausted, 

the children walked on. 

Start with a feeling 

Feeling frightened, he 

closed the door. 

 

Start with telling us 

when 

In the early hours of the 

morning. 

Start with telling us 

where 

At the bottom of the   

garden, she stopped. 

Start with a one 

word  statement 

Crash! The vase fell to 

the floor. 

Start with a phrase 

using ‘that’ 

It  was clear that… 

There is no doubt that... 



  

  

  

  

Start with                 

description 

Bright flashes of light    

reflected on the window.  

Start with speech  

“Please help me!”, I cried. 

Start with a  

question 

How on earth did I end 

up here? 

Start with a why? 

Because I was wet 

through, from the rain, I 

decided to head home.  

Start with an            

alliteration 

Bright bubbles burst … 

Silhouetted swans swam..  

Start with a          

generalising word 

  Occasionally I would… or 

Quite frequently I would  

Start with who 

Claire wanted to run and 

hug her brother.  

Start with an opinion 

Although I hated the 

walk there, I knew I had 

to go.  



Opener Keys: 

To make this simply laminate, cut into cards and punch a hole in 

each card. Put onto a key ring with a key or multiple keys. The 

symbolism is there are many ways to open a sentence. 

You can make up many games and activities using these keys. They 

are also valuable for children to use during any editing stage.  

One way I have used them is: 

 Give each pair a key ring of openers. I gave them a topic and 

challenged them to orally start sentences, under the topic, in at 

least 5 to 6 ways. ( Students could write the sentences if they 

wanted but they had to verbalise them first.) 

 Once they had done that, I asked the pairs to decide which was 

their most effective or favourite starter for that topic.            

Which one worked the best? 

 The pair then wrote down that opener and built on it to write a 

paragraph. At the end of their paragraph, they used the opener 

key ring to up level openers within their text.  

 You could also make a pack of topic cards, that children could 

choose different topics to try using a variety of openers.  


