
WEEKly connect
Digital Babylon
I remember setting up one of the very first computers in our Adventist 
schools. A Commodore 64. Little did I realise then the impact this 
new and exciting technology would have not only on our schools 
but also on our personal lives. Personally, I now have phones, iPads, 
computers, smart TV’s. I am ‘wired’ into the digital realm. My Bible, 
lesson pamphlet, the entire writings of Ellen White (my bookshelf 
selection are now a little dusty), my offerings, others readings as well 
as an assortment of information and games apps are my constant 
companions as I wander around and sit with my devices.
30 years ago I never imagined where that first computer would take 
me and our students. But looking back I have to ask when did we 
become exiles in digital Babylon?
Culturally as Christians and as humans, we are being conditioned 
by the very technology we use to order our lives, engage with each 
other and engage with God. I am constantly throughout the day 
engaging with a culture, a  taskmaster, an entertainer and supporter 
that is speaking to me, programmed to get my attention, feed me 
what I want or what it algorithmically thinks I am fascinated by. It is 
quietly shaping who I am. Like Daniel and his friends, we are living in 
a culture that can make it challenging to faithfully represent God. 
So I challenge myself. Am I as aware and as bold as Daniel and his 
friends to call out and recognise the worst of Babylon’s digital culture 
while I adhere to the principles of living as Jesus’ representative on this 
earth? I pray daily that I am God’s representative in digital Babylon.
- Rosalie McFarlane, Education Director

LOCAL NEWS
Home away from home for Young Adults
This time of the year is an important time for young adults as they 
wrap up their academic year and consider plans for next year. 
Heading away from home for the first time to work or study can be 
a tough time. But we have a growing number of Adventist churches 
all across NZ who are ready and waiting to be a home-away-from-
home for tertiary students and young professionals. The churches in 
this Network are committed to ensuring young people are supported, 
nurtured and equipped for this major chapter of their lives.  
Young adults, parents, teachers, pastors, and youth leaders are able 
to make contact with a church in a centre where a young person is 
thinking of going. No young person ever need leave home and be 
left alone and unsupported. 
We want every young adult to know: wherever you go, you are cared 
for and have a home. 
-  Lance Boulton, Adventist Tertiary Student & Young Professional      
   Ministry NZ

NOTICES
This Week’s Offering - Annual Sacrifice for Global Mission
What would you give up for one week to support mission work? Would 
you give up pizza, your favourite dessert, or maybe your favourite 
snack? What if you took a week to save money you would have spent 
on something you don’t really need – and then donated it to the 

Annual Sacrifice Offering? Every year, Adventists around the world are 
called on to make a sacrifice for mission among unreached people.
Global Mission pioneers are the unsung heroes of Adventist Mission. 
Around the world today, hundreds of these laypeople sacrifice to 
start Seventh-day Adventist congregations in new areas and among 
unreached people groups. Many of these places are areas where 
the Church has never had any success in the past, but nobody has 
told these pioneers that they can’t do it! So on a small living stipend, 
these pioneers go and live among the people, putting Christ’s 
method of ministry into practice. They mingle with the people in 
the rice fields and in the cities, in rural areas and in Urban Centers 
of Influence. They show sympathy and minister to needs in very 
practical ways, enabling them to win the people’s confidence. Then 
they bid them to follow Jesus.
ADRA Christmas tree appeal
Every year ADRA promotes a range of Christmas gifts that will help 
people facing poverty or hardship. For this to happen we need 
people who are willing to volunteer their time to set up and run a 
Christmas tree appeal in their church. Learn more and register to 
receive a Christmas tree pack at www.adra.org.nz/christmas-tree
Get your orders in for Camp!
If you would like to order any Sanitarium canned goods for pick-up at 
camp, you can order them now. Orders must be in to Edwina Davis 
by 25 November 2019. Go to www.adventist.org.nz/resources/snzc- 
big-camp to download the order form.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Champions Network
9 November, Dunedin
Come along to this workshop and find out how you can be part
of the Community Champions Network, and be empowered and 
supported to make a difference in your community! For more info 
please email: sallylavea@adra.org.nz
Road to Bethlehem
16-19 December 2019, Christchurch
If you would like to volunteer your time to help with set-up or 
general handyman duties, please contact Beulah Thoroughgood at 
thoroughgood@hotmail.com or 027 697 9942.
SNZC Big Camp 2020
5-11 January 2020, Christchurch
Registration is now open. Get in before 10th November to make use 
of the early bird special on sites and tents! Go to www.adventist.org. 
nz/resources/snzc-big-camp to register.

Dates to Remember
16-19 Dec       Road to Bethlehem
5-11 Jan         SNZC Big Camp
21-23 Feb       MG & PLA Leadership Training
1 Mar             Adventurer Leadership Training
21 Mar           Global Youth Day
21-28 Mar       Youth Week of Prayer
14-19  Apr      Teen Expedition

•   

A MOVEMENT OF GROWING       

    DISCIPLES WHO 

       KNOW, LIVE 

     AND SERVE 

           JESUS. 

6H Sir William Pickering Drive, Russley, Christchurch 8053            PO Box 5186, Papanui, Christchurch 8542

 03 961 3090         snzconf@adventist.org.nz         adventist.org.nz         facebook.com/snzconf  |  facebook.com/snzyouth

Offerings (unless otherwise specified in your local church)
Sabbath 9 Nov Annual Sacrifice for Global Mission

Sabbath 16 Nov    Local 

Sunset times
Sab 09 Nov NEL 8:17 CHC 8:25  INV 8:50

Fri   15 Nov NEL 8:24 CHC 8:33  INV 8:59
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