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Sunset  Sat 21 / Fri 27 March 
NELSON - Sat 7:37 pm / Fri 7:27 pm
CHRISTCHURCH - Sat 7:39 pm / Fri 7:29 pm
INVERCARGILL - Sat 7:57 pm / Fri 7:45 pm

Upcoming  Offerings
21 March - Local
28 March - Education NZ

Weekly  Connect
Dear brothers and sisters,

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. I’m currently 
operating from home in self-isolation given I’ve just returned from 
overseas travel.  I pray you are well. Much of the news currently is about 
the Coronavirus. I along with many have never experienced anything like 
this in my lifetime. This morning our ministerial team, school principals 
and conference staff met to discuss a coordinated response. We’re calling 
all Church boards to meet this week to put proactive plans in place. We 
also spent time in prayer seeking the Lord’s leadership and direction.

In times like these we have two options. One is to stay fixated on the 
challenges, leading to a state of restlessness and discouragement. On the 
other hand we can keep in mind that we are sons and daughters of the 
King of kings. Let’s continue to stay connected with our Heavenly Father 
through His Word, prayer and fasting. Here we find peace in the midst of 
the storms of life. The Psalmist stated it well “Be still, and know that I am 
God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth! 
The Lord of hosts is with us; The God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah (Psalm 
46:10-1)

Finally I ask that you not only care for each other within your families and 
churches but also for your neighbours, work colleagues or anyone in your 
circle of influence. God be with you.

- Pr Mike Sikuri, SNZC President

Local  News
SNZ Conference Ministers Meet Over Coronavirus Plans 
On Wednesday morning the pastors from across the South New Zealand 
Conference met in person and via video conference to discuss the 
developing COVID-19 situation. Taking into consideration the current NZ 
Ministry of Health guidelines as well as advice from the New Zealand 
Pacific Union, the Conference administration presented Pandemic Plan 
guidelines to the ministers. These guidelines were formulated to assist 
our ministers and their local church leadership with creating customised 
Pandemic Plans for their local churches. This is all to ensure that local 
church leadership is ready to respond quickly and efficiently as this 
situation develops, in a way that maximises our ability to continue our 
mission as a church and minimises the risk of viral transmission.
The COVID-19 situation is moving quickly. As a conference we are doing 
everything we can to stay ahead of the situation, and this has meant 
cancelling and postponing some upcoming events on the calendar. The 
teen expedition has been cancelled due to the fact that with increasing 
restrictions from the Government and the rapid development of the 
situation, we believe that such an event would be unable to proceed by 
then. The South New Zealand Discipleship Tour has been postponed, as 
the speaker was coming from Australia and would have had to spend the 
whole time in self-isolation. We will continue to make decisions about the 
events on the Conference calendar as things progress, and have advised 
our churches to do the same for local events.
As the Adventist church in South New Zealand, our aim is to continue to 
be a movement of growing disciples who KNOW, LIVE and SERVE Jesus, 

who give hope, comfort, and support to the communities around us. 
Our mission is even more pressing in times of trouble. We encourage 
you to look out for ways you can be a blessing to those around you, and 
actively support your local church leadership as they make the decisions 
necessary for keeping your church and community safe. May we draw 
ever closer to our loving Saviour as we seek to shine His light in hard 
times.
– Yvanna Boulton, South News Editor

Baptisms at Rangiora
It’s always great to see people giving their lives to the Lord and 
accepting him as their Saviour.  Here at Rangiora, we have recently been 
blessed to have three new members join our church.  Two of them were 
baptised last year and one was baptised just a couple of weeks ago.
The Rangiora community has come to know Rangiora SDA as a friendly 
church where they feel at home.  Through the Community Group that 
meets every Tuesday morning, our church members are reaching out 
to the community with a positive and supportive influence.  We have 
a consistent number of people from the community who are attending 
this friendship group every Tuesday and we request for your prayers 
so these people can accept Jesus as their Saviour.  We may be small in 
number but the enthusiasm and willingness to advance the Kingdom is 
the desire of every member at Rangiora church.
– Pr Romina Masih, Rangiora Church Pastor

Notices
Special Notice re COVID-19
The Australian Union Conference and the nine local Conferences there 
have recommended the closure of all local Seventh-day Adventist 
churches. This comes in response to the number of confirmed cases 
of COVID-19 in Australia rapidly increasing. The Australian government 
has also responded by banning outdoor mass gatherings of 500 or more 
and indoor mass gatherings of 100 or more. It is in light of this situation 
that the Seventh-day Adventist Church in Australia is recommending the 
closure of all local Adventist churches until the end of April. 
We are not at such a stage here in New Zealand and are not currently 
recommending the closure of churches. Nonetheless, we are watching 
developments closely on a daily basis and taking precautionary 
measures. The latest update on the situation facing the church here in 
New Zealand is contained at adventist.org.nz/connect/snz-notices

---

For all SNZ Notices, visit adventist.org.nz/connect/snz-notices

Events
21 Mar - Global Youth Day
21-28 Mar - Youth Week of Prayer
12-17 April - Teen Expedition, CANCELLED
18-26 April - SNZ Discipleship Tour, POSTPONED
23 May - Youth Rally & Basketball Tournament, Ashburton
28 May - Parenting Seminar, Christchurch

A MOVEMENT OF GROWING       

    DISCIPLES WHO 

       KNOW, LIVE 

     AND SERVE 

           JESUS. 


