
THE SEA BEAST AND ITS ACTIVITIES 
REVELATION 13:1-10  

 
I. THE TIME FRAME – REVELATION’S TIME PERSPECTIVE 

 
Revelation 12:17 sets a unique time frame for the events recorded in Revelation 13. 
 

Revelation 12:17 (ESV) 
“17 Then the dragon became furious with the woman and went off to make war on 
the rest of her offspring, on those who keep the commandments of God and hold 
to the testimony of Jesus. And he stood[c] on the sand of the sea.” 

 
The first period of persecution has ended. The Dragon is furious with the woman. His 
allocated time of 42 months of persecution has ended: 
 

Revelation 13:5 (ESV) 
5 And the beast was given a mouth uttering haughty and blasphemous words, and it 
was allowed to exercise authority for forty-two months. 
 

During this allocated time the woman has been in the wilderness where she has been 
“nourished” and protected by God 
as his plan to destroy her has failed so he leaves the scene of conflict which was the 
wilderness and stands “on the sand of the sea”. The illustration is drawn from the 
geography of Judea where the “wilderness” borders the Jordan River and the Dead Sea. 
It was traditionally a place of refuge during times of invasion. “the sand of the sea” is a 
reference to the sand of the beach of the Mediterranean Ocean which borders both the 
SEA and the LAND. 

 
He has come “to make war on the rest” of the “offspring” of the “woman”. There he is 
joined by a beast that comes out of the sea and a beast that comes out of the land. A 
coalition of evil is thus formed whose purpose is to make one final attempt to eradicate 
God’s people (13:15) and thereby liquidate God’s claims to the earth. 

 
II. THE UNHOLY TRINITY IN REVELATION 13: 

 
It is important to note that the SEA BEAST is a parody of God’s Son, for he, like Jesus, 
undergoes death and resurrection:  

 
Revelation 13:3a (ESV) 
 3 One of its heads seemed to have a mortal wound, but its mortal wound was 
healed . . .  

 
The LAND BEAST, which follows is a parody of the Holy Spirit, for he, like the Holy Spirit, 
performs “great signs, even making “fire come down’ as the Holy Spirit did during 
Pentecost: 

 
Revelation 13:13 (ESV) 
13 It performs great signs, even making fire come down from heaven to earth in 
front of people,  

 



Revelation 13 therefore introduces us to the UNHOLY TRINITY which, as we shall see, 
seeks to displace the Holy Trinity in the affections of men by becoming the focus for the 
worship by men. 

 
III. THE STRUCTURE OF REVELATION 13:1-10 

 
Revelation 13:1-10 has a chiastic or mirror-image structure. 
 
1And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, with ten horns and seven heads, with ten diadems on 
its horns and blasphemous names on its heads. 2 And the beast that I saw was like a leopard; 
its feet were like a bear's, and its mouth was like a lion's mouth. And to it the dragon gave his 
power and his throne and great authority.  
 
 3 One of its heads seemed to have a mortal wound,  

but its mortal wound was healed 
and the whole earth marveled as they followed the beast. 
 

 4 And they worshiped the dragon, for he had given his authority to the 
beast,  
and they worshiped the beast, saying, “Who is like the beast, and who 
can fight against it?” 
 

 5 And the beast was given a mouth uttering haughty and 
blasphemous words, 

 
 and it was allowed to exercise authority for forty-two 
months.  
 

6 It opened its mouth to utter blasphemies against God, 
blaspheming his name and his dwelling,[a] that is, those who dwell 
in heaven. 
 

7a Also it was allowed to make war on the saints and to 
conquer them . . .   
 

 7b. . . And authority was given it over every tribe and people and 
language and nation, 8 and all who dwell on earth will worship it, 
everyone whose name has not been written before the foundation of the 
world in the book of life of the Lamb who was slain.  
 

 9 If anyone has an ear, let him hear: 
10 If anyone is to be taken captive, 
    to captivity he goes; 
if anyone is to be slain with the sword, 
    with the sword must he be slain. . .  
 

10c . . . Here is a call for the endurance and faith of the saints 
 

 
We will now examine Revelation 13:1-10 from the perspective of these four pairs of 
elements, working from the central pair to the outside pair. 
 
 
 



IV. THE CENTRAL PAIR OF ELEMENTS (13:5-7): BLASPHEMING/ PERSECUTION 
 
Right at the heart of the chiasm lies a central pair of statements, each of which defines a 
two-fold activity of the Sea Beast in relationship to the worshippers of the Lamb. These 
statements run parallel to each other, each containing the same two activities. Both 
statements elaborate and expand each other: 
 

Revelation 13:5-7 (ESV) 
STATEMENT 1 
v.5. 

5a And the beast was given a mouth 
uttering haughty and blasphemous 
words, 

 

  and it was allowed to exercise 
authority for forty-two months. 
 

STATEMENT 2 
v.6-7. 

6 It opened its mouth to utter 
blasphemies against God, 
blaspheming his name and his 
dwelling,[a] that is, those who dwell 
in heaven.  
 

 

  7 Also it was allowed to make war on 
the saints and to conquer them.[b] 

 
THE TWO 
ACTIVITIES 

The First Activity 
BLASPHEMY 

The Second Activity 
WAR ON THE SAINTS 

 
The first aspect of the Sea Beast’s activity against the saints is BLASPHEMY. This 
transliterates the Greek word “blasphemeo” – “to slander”, “to speak evil against”. In the 
case of sacred things, “to speak lightly or profanely of”.1  
 
His slanders are three-fold. He slanders God and “blasphemes His name” as well as God’s 
followers – “his dwelling, that is, those who dwell in heaven” (v.6).  
 
We should not be surprised for the Dragon has been identified in Revelation 12:9 as the 
DEVIL (Gk. diabolos) – the one who “throws against” the saints SLANDERS as he accuses 
them day and night before the throne (12:10).  
 
The English expression, “like father, like son” is reflected here. As the Dragon (the unholy 
father) is towards the saints, so too is the unholy son. 
 
The SECOND ASPECT of the Sea Beast’s activity is “WAR ON THE SAINTS” (v.7). Note the 
parallel wording “it was allowed” in vv.5 and 7. Though the Sea Beast gets “his power, 
throne and great authority” (v.2) from the Dragon, God sets limits on its exercise. The 
period of war is limited to “forty-two months” (v.5b). It is during this period that he 
“makes war on the saints and conquers them” (v.7a).  
 
We have already noted the connection of these two activities with the Little Horn of 
Daniel 7. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1 Strong’s Concordance #987 – βλασφημέω https://biblehub.com/greek/987.htm  



V. THE NEXT PAIR OF ELEMENTS (13:4 & 7b-8): AUTHORITY/ WORSHIP 
 
Moving towards the outer limits of the chiasm  
 

Revelation 4 (ESV) 
4 And they worshiped the dragon,  

for he had given his authority to the beast,  
and they worshiped the beast, saying,  

“Who is like the beast,  
and who can fight against it?” 

 
Revelation 7b-8 (ESV) 
And authority was given it over every tribe and people and language and 
nation, 8 and all who dwell on earth will worship it, everyone whose name has not 
been written before the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who 
was slain.  
 

a. Authority over the Political powers of the earth granted by the Dragon 
 

As “the ruler of this world” (John 12:31, 14:30, 16:11) the Dragon had offered 
Jesus the rule over the kingdoms of the earth: 
 

Matthew 4:8-10 (ESV) 
8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all 
the kingdoms of the world and their glory. 9 And he said to him, “All 
these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” 10 Then Jesus 
said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written, 
“‘You shall worship the Lord your God 
    and him only shall you serve.’” 

 
Whereas Jesus’ rejected the temptation, the Sea Beast did not: 
 

Revelation 13:2b (ESV) 
2 “. . . And to it the dragon gave his power and his throne and great 
authority.”  

 
Revelation 13:4 (ESV) 
4 And they worshiped the dragon, for he had given his authority to the 
beast,  
and they worshiped the beast, 

 
Revelation 13:7b-8 (ESV) 
7 . . .And authority was given it over every tribe and people and 
language and nation, 8 and all who dwell on earth will worship it, 
everyone whose name has not been written before the foundation of 
the world in the book of life of the Lamb who was slain.  

 
The Sea Beast, given a position of pre-eminence over the Kingdoms of the 
earth, uses the political powers of the earth to maintain its pre-eminence. This 
leads it into direct conflict with the worshippers of the Lamb.  

 
 
 



b. But Constraints on the time and intensity of the use of that power against the 
followers of the lamb are put in place by God. 

 
Matthew 24:21-22 (ESV) 
21 For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been from the 
beginning of the world until now, no, and never will be. 22 And if those 
days had not been cut short, no human being would be saved. But for the 
sake of the elect those days will be cut short. 
 
Revelation 10:4-7 (ESV) 
4 And when the seven thunders had sounded, I was about to write, but I 
heard a voice from heaven saying, “Seal up what the seven thunders have 
said, and do not write it down.” 5 And the angel whom I saw standing on 
the sea and on the land raised his right hand to heaven 6 and swore 
by him who lives forever and ever, who created heaven and what is in it, 
the earth and what is in it, and the sea and what is in it, that there would 
be no more delay, 7 but that in the days of the trumpet call to be sounded 
by the seventh angel, the mystery of God would be fulfilled, just as he 
announced to his servants the prophets. 

 
Here in Revelation 13 there is a time constraint of 42 months placed on the first period 
of persecution.  

 
A further point of importance to note is the change in tense of the verbs: 

 
Revelation 4 (ESV) 
4 And they worshiped the dragon,  

for he had given his authority to the beast,  
and they worshiped the beast, saying,  

“Who is like the beast,  
and who can fight against it?” 

 
Revelation 7b-8 (ESV) 
And authority was given it over every tribe and people and language and 
nation, 8 and all who dwell on earth will worship it, everyone whose name 
has not been written before the foundation of the world in the book of life 
of the Lamb who was slain.  

 
John uses the aorist tense (a completed action in the past) for the first three verbs (vv.4, 
7) but with the fourth verb “will worship it” (v.8) switches to the future tense. The 
significance of this will become clear as we proceed. 

 
VI. THE NEXT PAIR OF ELEMENTS (13:3 & vv.9-10a) 

 
Now we come to the third chiastic pair from the centre: 
 

Revelation 13:3 (ESV) 
3 One of its heads seemed to have a mortal wound,  

but its mortal wound was healed,  
and the whole earth marveled as they followed the beast.  

 
Revelation 13:9-10b (NKJV) 



He who leads into captivity shall go into captivity; he who kills with the 
sword must be killed with the sword.  
 

Please note in passing that for vv.9-10b we have changed versions. The reason for doing 
so are given in the appendix at the end of this session. 
 
This pair of elements are unified by the introduction of “one of its heads” (v.3) receiving  
“a mortal wound” (v.3). In v.10 an important announcement of judgement on the Sea 
Beast is made – “He who kills with the sword must be killed with the sword”. The Sea 
Beast which has been warring against the saints will also suffer the same fate. As he has 
slain them, so also he will suffer the same fate. This Law of Retribution also surfaces in 
the Bowl Section of Revelation: 

 
Revelation 16:5-6 (ESV) 
5 And I heard the angel in charge of the waters[a] say, 
“Just are you, O Holy One, who is and who was, 
    for you brought these judgments. 
6 For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets, 
    and you have given them blood to drink. 
It is what they deserve!” 

 
Isaiah 33:1 (ESV) 
Ah, you destroyer, 
    who yourself have not been destroyed, 
you traitor, 
    whom none has betrayed! 
When you have ceased to destroy, 
    you will be destroyed; 
and when you have finished betraying, 
    they will betray you. 

 
At what point of time in history was the Sea Beast in Revelation 13 to be taken into 
captivity and slain by the sword? This announcement of impending judgment on the Sea 
Beast for its activities with respect to the saints during its 42 months of activity would 
come at the end of that period.  

 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 

Verse 3 records that “the mortal wound was healed”. The flow-on from the Sea Beast’s 
resurrection from the dead are given: 

 
Revelation 13:3b-4 (ESV)and the whole earth marveled as they followed the 
beast. 4 And they worshiped the dragon, for he had given his authority to the 
beast, and they worshiped the beast, saying, “Who is like the beast, and who 
can fight against it?” 

 
It is towards this resurrection of the First Beast following its failure to destroy the church 
in the wilderness (12:15-16) that the activities of the Dragon are now directed. He now 

SEA BEAST (13:1-10) 
42 months 

War on Saints 

Mortal wound 



stands on the “sands of the sea” (12:17) where He and the Sea Beast are joined by the 
Land Beast through whom He will engineer the resurrection of the Sea Beast. When this 
has taken place the Second Period of Persecution will occur.  

 
At the point where the Dragon meets with the Sea and Land Beasts the First Period of 
Persecution lies behind them. The 1260 days has concluded. The Sea Beast has lost its 
ability to persecute. It has “received its Deadly Wound”. 
 
Its power to persecute God’s Church needs to be restored. Enter the Land Beast. It is 
through the Second Beast that this will take place. It is at that time that the Deadly 
Wound will be healed. 

 
VII. THE OUTER PAIR (13:1-2 & 13:10c) 

 
Revelation 13:1-2 (ESV) 
“1And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, with ten horns and seven heads, 
with ten diadems on its horns and blasphemous names on its heads. 2 And 
the beast that I saw was like a leopard; its feet were like a bear's, and its 
mouth was like a lion's mouth. And to it the dragon gave his power and his 
throne and great authority.” 
 
Revelation 13:10c (ESV) 
10c “. . . Here is a call for the endurance and faith of the saints.” 
 

The outermost pair of statements complement each other: In light of the arrival of the 
Sea Beast whose authority comes from the Dragon (vv.1-2) the saints the call “for the 
endurance and faith of the saints” goes forth (v.10c) 

 
APPENDIX: REVELATION 13:10a,b. 
 

Two contrasting translations of this verse occur. As we will notice, the difference is to be 
found in the translation of the verbs: 
 

Revelation 13:10a-b (NKJV) 
He who leads into captivity shall go into captivity; he who kills with the sword must 
be killed with the sword. Here is the patience and the faith of the saints. 
 
Revelation 13:10a-b (ESV) 
If anyone is to be taken captive, to captivity he goes; if anyone is to be slain with the 
sword, with the sword must he be slain. Here is a call for the endurance and faith of 
the saints. 

 
We will examine the second line  

“he who ______with the sword must __________ with the sword”. 
 

 εἴ τις ἐν μαχαίρῃ ἀποκτενεῖ αὐτὸν ἐν μαχαίρῃ ἀποκτανθῆναι. 
 If anyone By sword kills he by sword To be killed 

 
The first verb is in the ACTIVE VOICE which indicates that the subject of the verb DOES the 
action. Hence it should be translated “kills” for it is a present active verb. 
 
The second verb is in the PASSIVE VOICE which indicates that the subject of the verb 
RECIEVES the action. Further it is an infinitive so is translated “to be killed”. 



 
Thus the second line reads “he who KILLS with the sword must BE KILLED with the sword”. So 
it is translated in the following: 
 

 εἴ τις ἐν μαχαίρῃ ἀποκτενεῖ αὐτὸν ἐν μαχαίρῃ ἀποκτανθῆναι. 
 If anyone By sword kills he by sword To be killed 

KJV he that killeth (A) with the sword must be killed (P) with the sword 
NKJV he who kills with the sword must be killed with the sword 
NASB if anyone kills with the sword with the sword he must be killed 
ASV if any man shall kill with the sword with the sword must he be killed 
DRB he that shall kill by the sword must be killed by the sword 
DBT If any one shall kill with [the] sword he must with [the] sword be killed 
ERV if any man shall kill with the sword with the sword must he be killed 
WBT he that killeth with the sword must be killed with the sword 
WNT If anyone is bent on killing with the 

sword 
he must himself be killed by the sword 

YLT if any one by sword doth kill it behoveth him by sword to be killed 
 
But in a number of translations the first of these two verbs is translated as if it were in the 
passive voice: 
 

ESV if anyone is to be slain (P) with the 
sword 

with the sword must he be slain(P) 

CSB If anyone is to be killed with a sword with a sword he will be killed 
NIV If anyone is to be killed with the sword with the sword they will be killed 
NLT Anyone destined to die by the sword will die by the sword 
GWT If anyone is killed with a sword with a sword he must be killed 
WEB If anyone is to be killed with the sword he must be killed 

See also NHEB, NET Bible, ISV, GNT, CEV, HCSB, BSB, BLB 
 
By far the majority of the Greek texts have the active voice. In one or two of the MSS. It has 
the passive voice. What determines the translation of a verb in the active voice is done so on 
the basis of a failure to correctly identify the context of Revelation 13:10a-b.  
 
Those who translate it as a PASSIVE have not taken into account the CHIASTIC STRUCTURE of 
Revelation 13:1-10. They tie it to 13:10c which refers to the saints rather than to 13:3 which 
refers to the Sea Beast. Thus in order for it to fit 10c. it reads: 
 

Holman Christian Standard Bible: 
If anyone is destined for captivity, into captivity he goes. If anyone is to be killed with a 
sword, with a sword he will be killed. This demands the perseverance and faith of the saints. 
 
Contemporary English Version: 
If you are doomed to be captured, you will be captured. If you are doomed to be killed by a 
sword, you will be killed by a sword. This means God's people must learn to endure and be 
faithful! 

 
They reason that it cannot be an active voice in the context of the church for the church does 
not take into captivity or slay with the sword. Hence the substitution of the passive voice for 
the active voice.  
 
But the active voice of the first verb makes sense if one recognizes the chiastic structure of 
Revelation 13:1-10. And identifies the context of v.10a-b as the Sea Beast of v.3. 
  



REVELATION 13:1-10 (ESV) 

 
And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, with ten 
horns and seven heads, with ten diadems on its 
horns and blasphemous names on its heads. 2 And 
the beast that I saw was like a leopard; its feet 
were like a bear's, and its mouth was like a lion's 
mouth. And to it the dragon gave his power and his 
throne and great authority. 3 One of its heads 
seemed to have a mortal wound, but its mortal 
wound was healed, and the whole earth marveled 
as they followed the beast. 4 And they worshiped 
the dragon, for he had given his authority to the 
beast, and they worshiped the beast, saying, “Who 
is like the beast, and who can fight against it?” 

5 And the beast was given a mouth uttering 
haughty and blasphemous words, and it was 
allowed to exercise authority for forty-two 
months. 6 It opened its mouth to utter blasphemies 
against God, blaspheming his name and his 
dwelling,[a] that is, those who dwell in 
heaven. 7 Also it was allowed to make war on the 
saints and to conquer them.[b] And authority was 
given it over every tribe and people and language 
and nation, 8 and all who dwell on earth will 
worship it, everyone whose name has not been 
written before the foundation of the world in the 
book of life of the Lamb who was slain. 9 If anyone 
has an ear, let him hear: 

10 If anyone is to be taken captive, 
    to captivity he goes; 
if anyone is to be slain with the sword, 
    with the sword must he be slain. 

Here is a call for the endurance and faith of the 
saints. 

 
 


