
BEHOLD THE MAN





. . . mankind’s one 
great story . . . the 
timeless vision . . .



From what profundity 
of the mind does it 
derive?



Why is mythology 
everywhere the same, 
beneath its varieties 
of costume?



THE UNIVERSAL NARRATIVE

• the power-over orientation 

• in which the Hero uses force 
to fight His enemies







The Myth of 
Redemptive 
Violence

Walter Wink, 1935-2012



The belief that 
violence saves, 
that war brings 
peace, that might 
makes right.

Walter Wink, 1935-2012



Violence never 
stops violence 
because its very 
success leads 
others to imitate it. 

Walter Wink, 1935-2012



The worse thing about evil is that it 
convinces good people to do bad 
things to combat it, and they thus 
become the evil they are fighting. 
In this way evil perpetuates itself.

Jason Gibson



Dwight D. Eisenhower 

Supreme Commander of the 
Allied Forces in Europe



Dwight D. Eisenhower 

The 34th President of the 
United States of America



Farewell Address of 1961



We annually spend on 
military security alone 

more than the net income 
of all United States 

cooperations.



Now this conjunction 
of an immense military 

establishment and a 
large arms industry is 
new in the American 

experience.



We recognize the 
imperative need for this 

development. Yet, we must 
not fail to comprehend its 

grave implications.



Our toil, resources, and 
livelihood are all involved. 
So is the very structure of 

our society.



In the councils of 
government, we must 

guard against



 the acquisition of 
unwarranted influence, 

whether sought or 
unsought, by the 

military-industrial 
complex.



We must never let the 
weight of this combination 

endanger our liberties or 
democratic processes.



Every gun that is 
made, every warship 

launched, every 
rocket fired,



signifies, in the final sense, 
a theft from those who 
hunger and are not fed, 
those who are cold and 

are not clothed.



Unarmed truth and 
unconditional love 
will have the final 
word in reality.



AMERICA IS THE 
WORLD’S LARGEST 

ARMS DEALER



IN 2015 THE U.S. SOLD 
MORE THAN $46 BILLION 
WORTH OF WEAPONS TO 

FOREIGN MARKETS



MOST NATIONS 
HAVE MILITARY 
BASES IN THEIR 

OWN COUNTRIES



THERE ARE A FEW 
NATIONS THAT HAVE 
MILITARY BASES IN 
OTHER COUNTRIES



ENGLAND — 16 
FRANCE — 15 
RUSSIA — 9 
U.S.A. — 600+



AMERICA IS THE LARGEST, 
MOST POWERFUL, MOST 

WEALTHY FINANCIAL WAR 
MACHINE IN THE HISTORY 

OF MANKIND





We’ve got to make America 
strong again. And right now, 
we are not strong. Believe me. 



We have a depleted military. 
We have the greatest people 
in the world in our military. 
But it is very sadly depleted. 



THE UNIVERSAL NARRATIVE

• the power-over orientation 

• in which the Hero uses force 
to fight His enemies



A SINGLE COUNTER-NARRATIVE

• the power-under orientation 

• the Hero uses love to fight 
His enemies



MATTHEW 4:17

Repent, for the kingdom 
of heaven is at hand.



REPENT

METANOEŌ

CHANGE YOUR THINKING



JESUS WAS A 
SCRIPT-FLIPPING 

MESSIAH



MATTHEW 20:25

You know that the rulers of the 
Gentiles lord it over them, and 
those who are great exercise 
authority over them.



MATTHEW 20:26

Yet it shall not be so among you; 
but whoever desires to become 
great among you, let him be 
your servant.



MATTHEW 20:27-28

And whoever desires to be first 
among you, let him be your slave—
just as the Son of Man did not come 
to be served, but to serve, and to 
give His life a ransom for many.



Friedrich Nietzsche



Modern men, 
hardened as they 
are to all Christian 
terminology,



no longer appreciate the 
horrible extravagance 
which, for all ancient 
taste, lay in the paradox 
of the formula, “God on 
the cross.”



Never before had there 
been anywhere such an 
audacious inversion,



never anything so 
terrifying, so challenging 
and challengeable, as 
this formula;



it promised a 
transvaluation of all 
ancient values.



POWER IS COMPLETELY 
REFRAMED IN JESUS



1 CORINTHIANS 1:18

The message of the cross is 
foolishness to those who are 
perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God.



WHEN JESUS DIED ON THE 
CROSS, HE DEMONSTRATED 
THAT FORGIVENESS IS THE 

WAY TO REPAIR THE 
WORLD, NOT VIOLENCE



THE DEATH OF CHRIST 
IS SHOCK THERAPY FOR 
A WORLD ADDICTED TO 

VIOLENCE



IN ORDER TO FOLLOW 
JESUS, YOU AND I MUST 
UNDERGO A COMPLETE 

REORIENTATION UPON THE 
LANDSCAPE OF REALITY



THE SCRIPT OF KINGS

• the king marshals an army and 
declares war 

• rides out in front on a stallion 

• kills his enemies with a battlecry 
on his lips



THE JESUS SCRIPT

• the king marshals disciples 

• rides out in front on a donkey 

• voluntarily dies at the hands of 
His enemies with a prayer of 
forgiveness on His lips



JESUS WAS THE KING 
NOBODY EXPECTED



JESUS CAME . .  .  
turning water to wine

“The kingdom of God is here!” 



JESUS CAME . .  .  
playing with children

“The kingdom of God is here!” 



JESUS CAME . .  .  
healing the sick

“The kingdom of God is here!” 



JESUS CAME . .  .  
touching the untouchables

“The kingdom of God is here!” 



JESUS CAME . .  .  
socializing with outcasts
“The kingdom of God is here!” 



JESUS CAME . .  .  
socializing with sinners
“The kingdom of God is here!” 



JESUS CAME . .  .  
forgiving sinners

“The kingdom of God is here!” 



JESUS CAME . .  .  
teaching us to forgive our 

enemies
“The kingdom of God is here!” 



JESUS CAME . .  .  
teaching us to go the extra 

mile
“The kingdom of God is here!” 



JESUS CAME . .  .  
teaching us to serve, not rule

“The kingdom of God is here!” 



JESUS CAME . .  .  
teaching that down is the way 

up
“The kingdom of God is here!” 



JESUS CAME . .  .  
dying on the cross

“The kingdom of God is here!” 



BEHOLD THE MAN


