
REVELATION 12 – ACT III 
12:13-17 (ESV) 

 
 
 

13 And when the dragon saw that he had 
been thrown down to the earth, he 
pursued the woman who had given birth to 
the male child.  
 
14 But the woman was given the two wings 
of the great eagle so that she might fly from 
the serpent into the wilderness, to the place 
where she is to be nourished for a time, and 
times, and half a time.  
 
 
15 The serpent poured water like a river out 
of his mouth after the woman, to sweep her 
away with a flood.  
 
 
16 But the earth came to the help of the 
woman, and the earth opened its mouth 
and swallowed the river that the dragon 
had poured from his mouth.  
 
 
17 Then the dragon became furious with the 
woman and went off to make war on the 
rest of her offspring, on those who keep the 
commandments of God and hold to the 
testimony of Jesus. And he stood[c] on the 
sand of the sea.. 

 



REVELATION 12:13-17 
 

 
In a previous session we examined the STRUCTURE of Revelation 12 and discovered that it 
consists of a drama with three main ACTS.  
 

ACT 1: Revelation 12:1-6. 
ACT 2: Revelation 12:7-12 
ACT 3: Revelation 12:13-17 
 

We have examined both Act 1 and 2. In this session we will examine Act 3 
 

I. THE ACTIONS OF THE ACTORS CONTINUES IN ACT III. (Revelation 12:13-17) 
 
In verse 13 we discovered that the flight of the woman was due to her being pursued by the 
dragon: 
 

Revelation 12:13 (ESV) 
13 And when the dragon saw that he had been thrown down to the earth, he pursued the 
woman who had given birth to the male child. 14 But the woman was given the 
two wings of the great eagle so that she might fly from the serpent into the wilderness, 
to the place where she is to be nourished for a time, and times, and half a time.  

 
The Greek word “pursued” is translated: 
 

“he pursued” – NIV, NLT, ESV, BSB, ISV, NET Bible, YLT 
“he went in pursuit of” – WNT 
“began to pursue” – GNT, 
“he persecuted” – BLB, NASB, NKJV, KJV, CSB, HCSB, NHEB, GWT, ASV, DRB, DBT, ERV, WBT, 
WEB 
“tried to make trouble for” – CEV 

 
The Greek word that lies behind the translation adds another dramatic touch to the story. It 
means to “aggressively chase, like a hunter pursuing a catch (prize) 1; pursue with all 
haste ("chasing" after), earnestly desiring to overtake (apprehend). 2  Only by implication can 
it be translated “to persecute”. 
 
So the Dragon is like a hunter aggressively pursuing its pray with the steadfast goal of 
overtaking and apprehending it. 
 
As the woman streaks ahead the dragon slows and John sees its sides contract and its 
mouth open: 
 

Revelation 12:15 (ESV) 
15 The serpent poured water like a river out of his mouth after the woman, to sweep her 
away with a flood. 
 

 
1 Helps Word-studies #1377 – διώκω https://biblehub.com/greek/1377.htm  
2 Helps Word-studies #1377 – διώκω https://biblehub.com/greek/1377.htm  



The Dragon vomits out a massive river of water which sweeps across the intervening ground 
toward the woman. 
 
Such sudden rivers of water were common during the wet season in the wilderness area of 
Judea. Sudden downpours in the high country of Judea sent water cascading down toward 
the Jordan River and the Dead Sea. The valleys would quickly become inundated by a wall of 
water and anyone caught in the valley would be carried away and drowned. 
 

Revelation 12:16 (ESV) 
 16 But the earth came to the help of the woman, and the earth opened its mouth and 
swallowed the river that the dragon had poured from his mouth.  
 

Suddenly, between the woman and the flood the earth splits apart, a deep chasm is formed 
as when an earthquake occurs and the wall of water pours into it. The woman stands safe 
on the other side. 

 

Revelation 12:17 (ESV) 
17 Then the dragon became furious with the woman and went off to make war on the 
rest of her offspring, on those who keep the commandments of God and hold to the 
testimony of Jesus. And he stood[c] on the sand of the sea. 
 

Again, this verse is to be visualized within the setting of the land of Judea. The conflict 
between the Dragon and the Woman has occurred in the Wilderness. The Judean 
Wilderness was the dry, rugged area that bordered the River Jordan and the Dead Sea. It 
offered a place of protection in Old and New Testament times when the land of Judea was 
invaded. The escaping population would flee to this area, seeking protection among its 
rocks and in its caves. 

 
https://wol.jw.org/en/wol/d/r1/lp-e/1102003122 

 



In verse 17 the Dragon is now full of wrath because the woman has escaped. He has been 
defeated for a third time: 

 
First, he failed to destroy the Child (v.5) 
Second, he failed in the war with Michael (vv.7-8) 
Third He failed to destroy the woman (vv.15-16) 
Fourth, we will discover in ch.13-22:5 he will fail to destroy the rest of the woman’s 
offspring (v.17) 
 

After this third failure the Dragon “went off”. He leaves the arena of conflict – the 
wilderness – and stands “on the sand of the Sea”. “The Sea” is the Mediterranean Ocean. 
So the Dragon has traversed the land of Judea and now stands on the shores of the 
Mediterranean Ocean – the point where the waters of the Sea meet the land. 
 

 
 

https://wol.jw.org/en/wol/d/r1/lp-e/1102003122 
 

At this point we ask the question: What has standing on the “sands of the sea” to do with 
making “war on the rest of the woman’s offspring”? The answer comes in Revelation 13: 

 
Revelation 13:1-2 (ESV) 
And I saw a beast rising out of the sea . . . 2 . . . And to it the dragon gave his power 
and his throne and great authority.  
 

As the Dragon stands on the shore of the Mediterranean Ocean a Sea-beast emerges from 
the sea and joins him. The Dragon commissions and empowers him. This is to be understood 
in the setting of Revelation 12:17. It is preparation for the war on the rest of the offspring 
who “keep the commandments” i.e. maintain their loyalty to God. 
 
The Dragon is then joined by a second beast: 
 

Revelation 13:11-12 (ESV) 
11 Then I saw another beast rising out of the earth . . . 12 It exercises all the authority of 
the first beast in its presence,[c] and makes the earth and its inhabitants worship the first 
beast, whose mortal wound was healed. 
 

So the “sand of the sea” is the place where the Dragon is joined by his two earthly allies who 
will work with him as he “makes war on the remnant”. The details of the plans laid by the 
Dragon in this final bid for world domination are revealed in Chapter 13. 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

II. REVELATION 12:13-17 OUTLINED: 
 

We can now summarize the final act in the dramatic story of Revelation 12 and identify its 
main actors and their actions: 
 

VV. 13-14 V.15 V.16 V.17 
The Dragon 

aggressively pursues   
the woman who 

flees into     
     the wilderness     

     for a time, times    
     and the dividing 

of a time     

 The Dragon sends a 
flood after the 
woman in an 
attempt to destroy 
her 
 
 

The earth helps the 
woman escape the 

flood 
 

The Dragon angry that 
the woman has 
escaped goes off to 
make war on the rest of 
her offspring who keep 
the commandments of 
God and have the 
testimony of Jesus 
 

 
III. THE SYMBOLS INTERPRETED 

 
The same symbols as in the first Act re-occur. As these have already been interpreted they 
only need to be noted here: 
 

The “DRAGON” is a symbol for “SATAN” – see Rev.12:9 & 20:2 
The “WOMAN” symbolizes the “CHURCH” – 2 Corinthians 11:2; Jeremiah 6:2 
The “WILDERNESS” was a “PLACE OF REFUGE” during persecution. 
The “1260 DAYS” is equivalent to “TIME, TIMES AND HALF A TIME”. It is an allusion to 
the protective care of Elijah by God during the persecution of Ahab and Jezebel (See 1 
Kings 17:1-5 and James 5:17) 
Prophetic “DAYS” represent “YEARS” – Numbers 14:34; Ezekiel 4:6 
 

Three new symbols are introduced. The “EARTH” will be discussed in the session on 
Revelation 13:11-18 and the “REST OF HER OFFSPRING” will be identified in a later session 



when adequate foundations have been laid to effectively do so. That leaves us with the 
symbol of the “FLOOD”. 
 
 
The Use of Flood as a Symbol: 
Consistently in the Old Testament the invasion of the land by the armies of invading forces 
are likened to the surging waters of a river in flood: 
 

In Isaiah 59 the enemy is likened to a flood: 
 

Isaiah 59: 19 (NKJV) 
So shall they fear the name of the Lord from the west, 
And His glory from the rising of the sun; 
When the enemy comes in like a flood, 
The Spirit of the Lord will lift up a standard against him. 

 
In the 70-week prophecy of Daniel 9 the armies that would destroy Jerusalem and the 
Sanctuary are likened to a flood: 
 

Daniel 9:26 (ESV) 
26 . . . And the people of the prince who is to come shall destroy the city and the 
sanctuary. Its[f] end shall come with a flood, and to the end there shall be 
war. Desolations are decreed.  
 

In Jeremiah the Babylonian Invasions of Judea are likened to a flood: 
 

Jeremiah 47:2 (NKJV) 
Thus says the Lord: “Behold, waters rise out of the north, and shall be an 
overflowing flood; They shall overflow the land and all that is in it,  the city and 
those who dwell within; Then the men shall cry, and all the inhabitants of the 
land shall wail 

 
Egypt is likened to the Nile “whose waters surge” i.e. a river in flood. This is a reference 
to her armies surging like a flood out of Egypt and invading territory belonging to others.  
 

Jeremiah 46:7-8 (ESV) 
“Who is this, rising like the Nile, 
    like rivers whose waters surge? 
8 Egypt rises like the Nile, 
    like rivers whose waters surge. 
He said, ‘I will rise, I will cover the earth, 
    I will destroy cities and their inhabitants.’ 

 
In Psalm 124 the Psalmist likens the military power of his enemies to a flood: 

 
Psalm 124:2-5 (ESV) 
2 if it had not been the LORD who was on our side 
    when people rose up against us, 
3 then they would have swallowed us up alive, 
    when their anger was kindled against us; 



4 then the flood would have swept us away, 
    the torrent would have gone over us; 
5 then over us would have gone 
    the raging waters. 

 
In Psalm 69 David likens his enemies to a flood that is about to overwhelm him: 

 
Psalm 69:2-4 (ESV) 
1Save me, O God! 
    For the waters have come up to my neck.[a] 
2 I sink in deep mire, 
    where there is no foothold; 
I have come into deep waters, 
    and the flood sweeps over me . . .  
4 More in number than the hairs of my head 
    are those who hate me without cause; 
mighty are those who would destroy me, 
    those who attack me with lies. 
What I did not steal 
    must I now restore? 
14 Deliver me 
    from sinking in the mire; 
let me be delivered from my enemies 
    and from the deep waters. 
15 Let not the flood sweep over me, 
    or the deep swallow me up, 
    or the pit close its mouth over me. 

 
In Isaiah 8 the invasion of Judea by the armies of Assyria are likened to a flood: 
 

Isaiah 8:5-8 (ESV) 
5 The LORD spoke to me again: 6 “Because this people has refused the waters 
of Shiloah that flow gently . . . 7 therefore, behold, the Lord is bringing up against 
them the waters of the River,[c] mighty and many, the king of Assyria and all his 
glory. And it will rise over all its channels and go over all its banks, 8 and it will 
sweep on into Judah, it will overflow and pass on, reaching even to the neck, 
and its outspread wings will fill the breadth of your land, O Immanuel.” 
 

The Political context of this passage is that the Assyrians had commenced the expansion 
of their empire. Their armies had pushed eastward, northward and westward and their 
attention was now turning southward towards Egypt. The small nations that occupy the 
coastal area between Assyria and Egypt were afraid so under the leadership of Syria and 
Israel a plan was devised to resist the Assyrians. If these nations remained divided then 
it was certain that they would fall. However, by uniting their forces it would be possible 
to resist any Assyrian expansion into this area. When Judah was approached to join the 
coalition, King Ahaz refused [See Isaiah 7]. God therefore commissioned the prophet 
Isaiah to seek out the king and give him assurances that God would see them through 
the crisis. Ahaz of Judah refused to listen and stubbornly devised his own plan to get rid 
of the kings of Syria and Israel who were troubling him. In Isaiah 8:5-8 the prophet 
warns Ahaz of the consequences of following his own policy and ignoring the advice that 
came from God. 

 



The “glory” of the King of Assyria is his army. 
 

IV. REVELATION 12:13-17 INTERPRETED: 
 

We can now summarize the final act in the dramatic story of Revelation 12 and identify its 
main actors and their actions: 

 
VV. 13-14 V.15 V.16 V.17 

Dragon aggressively 
pursues   

the woman who 
flees into     

     the wilderness     
     for a time, times    
     and the dividing 

of a time     

 The Dragon sends a 
flood after the 
woman in an 
attempt to destroy 
her 
 
 

The earth helps the 
woman escape the 

flood 
 

The Dragon angry that 
the woman has 
escaped goes off to 
make war on the rest of 
her offspring who keep 
the commandments of 
God and have the 
testimony of Jesus 
 

Satan chases   
the church into    

a place of refuge 
where, like Elijah she 
will be cared for by 
God for 1260 years 

Satan sends armies 
after the church in 

an attempt to 
destroy her. 

The earth helps the  
church escape the 

armies 

Satan angry that the 
church has escaped 
goes off to make war on 
the rest of her offspring 
who keep the 
commandments of God 
and have the testimony 
of Jesus. 

 
 

V. NOTES ON HISTORICAL FULFILMENT: 
 
Verse 14: See notes on verse 6 where the symbolism of the 1260 days or time, times and half 
a time are seen against their Old Testament background.  
 
In James 5: 17 it is recorded that “Elijah was a man of like nature with ourselves and he 
prayed fervently that it might not rain and for three years and six months it did not rain on 
the earth.” Thus the period of three and a half times is tied in with the experience of Elijah 
when he faced King Ahab in the court at Samaria and declared to him that a drought was 
coming [See I Kings 17:1-7]. During that three and a half years of drought Elijah was in the 
wilderness where he had fled.  There he was nourished of God who sent the Ravens to bring 
him food. During this time Jezebel sat upon the throne and her system of false worship was 
exalted and accepted by the masses whereas the worship of Jehovah was neglected and 
trampled underfoot.  This is a fitting symbol for the 1260-year period portrayed in Revelation 
12:6,14 for during that time false religion was to be exalted and the true religion of Jehovah 
was to be exiled to the wilderness areas of the valleys and mountains of Europe. This was 
the period of the dark ages [538 AD - 1798 AD] 
 
Verse 15: The church in the wilderness was not left in peace but wherever she was 
discovered she was persecuted. Army after army was sent against her. See Great Controversy 
ch.  4. For details oF the attacks against the Waldenses and Albigenses.  
 
Verse 16:  These satanically-inspired attempts to destroy the church ended in failure when 
the New World was discovered and opened up. Many of those who were suffering 
persecution because of reasons of conscience fled the shores of Europe for the freedom of 
the shores of the North American Continent. Thus the earth came to the help of the church.  
 
Verse 17: A second attempt would be made to destroy the church of God. Satan will exert all 
his power and authority to destroy the faithful at the end of time. 


