
Congratulations to Bob 
Katter and the Katter Aus-
tralia Party on re-election 
as the Member for Kenne-
dy.
Council looks forward to 
working with the Katter 
Party for the betterment of 
our Hinchinbrook region.  
Our priorities for diversifi-
cation and development 
were distributed to all can-
didates and sitting Minis-
ters prior to the election 
and Council will vigilantly 
push for recognition and 
assistance.  Of immediate 
priority is support for our 
bio-precinct.
With a major issue for the 
Scomo Government being 
progression of a suitable 
Energy Policy it is imper-
ative that agricultural 
product be included as 
a bonafide green energy 
source to enable appropri-
ate investment in bio-tech-
nology, such as the pro-
posed new mill in Ingham 
through NQBE.
A formal commitment to 
look at changes to Aus-
tralian Renewable Energy 
Agency (ARENA) Funding 
Guidelines to enable such 
investments was made to 
us by the Honourable Da-
vid Littleproud MP, then 

Minister for Agriculture 
and we very much look 
forward to working with 
the new Minister for Agri-
culture, the Honourable 
Bridget Mackenzie and the 
Katter Party in achieving 
this change in policy in the 
immediate future.
Automatic Water Meter 
Reading Project
Council will be proceed-
ing with its works to re-
place ageing water meters 
throughout the reticulat-
ed areas of our district 
with modern smart me-
ters, thanks to a State 
Government Grant of 
$651,948.23, to assist 
with the project. 
The smart meters will be 
fully on line to Council’s 
digital water systems al-
lowing Council to read 
meters online and monitor 
usage trends electroni-
cally without the need for 
physical reading. 
The ability to be monitor-
ing live will be a tremen-
dous relief for many of our 
elderly ratepayers whom 
are unable to do so them-
selves, also saving many 
people from significant 
water bills arising from un-
detected water leakage. 

With ageing infrastruc-
ture in many households, 
Council is observing an 
emergent trend of signif-
icant leakage occurring 
resulting in ratepayers in-
curring significant cost. 
Virtual monitoring as this 
system allows, will put 
an end to that as irregu-
lar property consumption 
patterns will be instantly 
observable and property 
owners alerted of poten-
tial leaks immediately. 
The system will also en-
sure cost savings to Coun-
cil through elimination of 
two (2) yearly physical wa-
ter reading activities and 
water production costs 
due to improved water 
leakage detection sys-
tems. 
Agricultural Diversifica-
tion Study
Council’s recently re-
leased Agricultural Diver-
sification Study clearly 
identified industrial hemp 
as a potential crop for 
our district. For those of 
you whom saw Landline 
on Sunday 26 May 2019, 
the nature of potential 
products that can be de-
rived from industrial hemp 
is growing rapidly, from 

building products to salad 
dressing – from breakfast 
cereal to clothing, to bio-
degradable fishing nets as 
an example. 
We are keeping our eye 
on this. Getting early seed 
for trials is proving a little 
problematic. 
Relay for Life 
Well done Relay for Life. 
You defeated the ele-
ments to conduct another 
successful event this year. 
Relay for Life is the Cancer 
Council’s most successful 
fundraising program and 
is an opportunity for com-
munities to remember, 
recognize and celebrate 
those whom we have lost 
to cancer, those who have 
overcome cancer, those 
that are undergoing treat-
ment for cancer and all the 
people who have cared for 
and continue to care for 
and assist those people in 
need.
The generosity of people 
organising, promoting 
and taking part in such an 
event towards fundraising 
makes the journey for so 
many people so much eas-
ier. Much easier because 
the monies raised are de-
voted to further research 

and development and also 
to assist sufferers in the 
form of accommodation, 
information and a host of 
much other needy aides.
Safer Families Communi-
ty Day Out 
Congratulations to the 
Hinchinbrook Commu-
nity Support Centre and 
assistants including 
Queensland Police Ser-
vices and Queensland 
Emergency Management 
Services, on a successful 
Safer Families Community 
Day Out. 
The information on domes-
tic and family violence was 

topical, well presented 
and easily understood by 
the many in attendance. 
The message is simple – 
do not tolerate domestic 
or family violence – not 
now, not EVER! Speak out, 
you will be heard. 
For assistance with do-
mestic or family vio-
lence, please contact the 
Hinchinbrook Commu-
nity Support Centre on  
4776 1822.

Ramon Jayo
Mayor

Hinchinbrook Way for Businesses Workshop  
Presented by Hinchinbrook Shire Council
Date: Friday 14 June 2019 
Time: 5:30pm to 8:30pm  
Cost: $25.00 including light supper

This workshop will include learning how to:
•	 Enhance visitor experience;
•	 Personalise your story;
•	 Drive positive word of mouth marketing;
•	 Contribute to growing the local tourism economy;
•	 Access a variety of collateral for use in your organisations tourism/lifestyle 

marketing and
•	 How to benefit from the Hinchinbrook Way website for your business or event.
For more information on the Think Business Series,  or to book your spot please visit 
Council’s website, Economic Development, Business Workshops page.
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Representatives from local community organisations stand together against 
Domestic and Family Violence at the Safer Families event in Ingham. 

MAYOR’S MESSAGE

Attention Local Suppliers, Contractors and Service Providers

Offers are invited for suitably qualified contractors to undertake works for the following 
procurement opportunities:
•	 RF003213 – Construct Roof Over Depot Fuel Bowser
•	 RF003220 – Mattress Processing
•	 RF003219 – Crushing of Concrete
•	 RF003234 – Collection and Recycling of Scrap Metal
Further information is available by downloading the offer documents via Council’s 
website, Current Procurement and Tenders page.

29 May 2019


