
Water Plan
It was good to hear of the 
renewed interest in the 
Bradfield Scheme, or a re-
vised version of recent.  For 
those that may be unaware 
the Scheme proposed back 
in the 1930’s promotes 
the taking of water from 
northern rivers, such as 
the Herbert River, south-
wards through Central 
Queensland and possibly 
beyond.
The benefit to Hinchinbrook 
is flood mitigation, given 
the intent of the Scheme to 
take high flow flood waters.  
No specific design plans as 
to how this will be achieved 
have yet been released.

However, I would like to see 
the State Government tidy 
up our own backyard.  The 
State Government is yet 
to finalise the Wet Tropics 
Resource Operations Plan.  
Without this plan being fi-
nalised and adopted, new 
water extraction permits for 
agricultural irrigation can-
not be processed through-
out the Lower Herbert 
Ground Water Management 
Area.
There are a number of land-
holders keen to look at sup-
plementary irrigation capa-
bility to enable investment 
into alternate crops and 
we need the plan finalised 
soon.

Work on the Water Plan has 
been ongoing since the Wa-
ter Plan of 2013 so you can 
well understand landholder 
frustration.
Finalisation of the plan will 
also enable a water trading 
regime to be established, 
meaning that landholders 
with existing allocations 
that they do not use, can 
lease, sell, or seasonally 
assign the allocated water 
to a landholder who has no 
licence.
Council has been assured 
that the plan will be final-
ised this calendar year.

Mayor’s Christmas Appeal
Thank you to the ladies from 
St Patricks Parish Women’s 
Group for their generous do-
nation to the Mayor’s Christ-
mas Appeal.  I am sure that 
this contribution will go a 
long way towards brighten-
ing Christmas for members 
of our community who are 
suffering hardship this year.
The Mayor’s Christmas Ap-
peal will remain open until 
5.00pm Wednesday 11 De-
cember 2019 if you wish to 
make a donation.

Supply of 1080 poison
The State Government Re-
view of whether it should 
withdraw from provision of 
1080 poison to Local Gov-
ernments to assist in the 
battle against wild pig and 
dogs, should be called out 
for what it is – a cost shift 
to the ratepayer.
It has been a long stand-
ing arrangement for State 
Government to supply Local 
Government 1080 free of 
charge as part of its obliga-
tions towards pest control. 
Local Government would 
then provide the poison in-
jection / rolling service to 
the meat or bait provided by 
landholders. Everyone con-
tributed to the fight against 
these pests.
By calling for a review, the 
State Government has sig-
nalled its intent to withdraw 
from the services, meaning 
that Local Government will 
now need to pay for the poi-
son.  $90 per litre may not 
sound like much, but it does 
add up and is an extra cost 
to be absorbed by the rate-
payer.
Of concern is also the fact 

that wild pig numbers in 
Australia are climbing and 
damage being sustained 
by farmers, to both land 
and produce, is increasing.  
Given the extent of National 
Park and other State con-
trolled havens that exist in 
our Shire, more cooperation 
and assistance, rather than 
the withdrawal of services 
is warranted.
Council has submitted its 
objections to the withdrawal 
on behalf of its landholders.

Remembrance Day
On Monday 11 November 
at 11.00am Remembrance 
Day services were conduct-

ed.  Remembrance Day is 
an important opportunity 
to remember and acknowl-
edge the sacrifices made by 
all those who have served 
in wars and armed conflict.
Thank you to all those who 
attended and showed their 
respect and gratitude at 
Remembrance Day events 
across the district.
Lest we forget 

Ramon Jayo
Mayor

Presented by Phil Warring, Phlip Vids
Gain an understanding on how to engage, educate and inspire 
your customers, staff and clients through fun and informative 
short videos. 
Date: Tuesday 19 November 2019
Time: 5.30pm to 8.00pm  
Cost: $25.00 including light supper
For more information on the Think Business Series, or to book 
please visit Council’s website, Business Workshops page.
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MAYOR’S MESSAGE

13 November 2019

Notice is hereby given that Hinchinbrook Shire Council is 
conducting a Shire wide Wild Dog Baiting Program utilising 1080 
poison commencing Monday 11 November 2019, weather 
permitting. This wild dog management is required due to high 
populations in certain areas that are impacting on livestock 
production.
This Notice is to advise that the program is taking place and 
landholders participating in the campaign must comply with set 
procedures for baiting. This includes notification to all adjoining 
landholders at least seventy-two (72) hours prior to the baiting. 
For further information please contact Council’s Environmental 
Services Department on 4776 4607.

Wild Dog Baiting Program

Photo: Remembrance Day service at the Ingham Memorial Gardens.

An Emergency Plan is an important step in preparing for, surviving and coping with emergencies. It is designed to keep you and your household members connected and safe in the event you 
become separated during a natural disaster and/or you lose phone connectivity and access to contact numbers. Visit qld.gov.au/getready to find out more.

INFRASTRUCTURE AND FACILITIES ENHANCEMENT
COMMUNITY CONSULTATION - ROUND TWO

Community group stakeholders and the general public are 
encouraged to attend the second round of public consultation 
for an assessment of Infrastructure and Facilities Enhancement 
across the Shire in association with the Works for Queensland 
program. 

Workshop One 
5.30pm, Wednesday 13 November 2019
TYTO Conference and Event Centre

Workshop Two
5.30pm, Thursday 14 November 2019
Halifax Community Hall 

For more information, visit Council’s website, Public Consultation 
page. 

For enquiries, contact the Office of the Mayor and Chief 
Executive Officer on 4776 4602.

Think Business Series 2019
Story Telling Through Short Videos

MAYOR’S CHRISTMAS APPEAL
From Wednesday 6 November 2019
Join the Appeal and support those in need this Christmas. 
Donations in the form of monetary gifts, generic gifts or food items 
can be dropped into the Council Foyer/Office or the Hinchinbrook 
Shire Library until Wednesday 11 December 2019.

HINCHINBROOK LIGHTS TRAIL 
From Sunday 1 December 2019
There is nothing more magical to do at Christmas time than take the 
family out for a night to look at beautiful light displays. Help create a 
festive Christmas atmosphere and start planning a Christmas lights 
display at your home for the Hinchinbrook Lights Trail. 

CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT
Sunday 8 December 2019
Join us at Rotary Park as we celebrate the Festive Season  
with an evening of carols and a very special visit from Santa. Help us 
count down to the Mayor’s Light up the Tree and enjoy a Christmas 
story or two! A wonderful evening for the whole community. 
Time:  Children’s activities and face painting from 5.30pm and  
  main program from 6.30pm
Where: Rotary Park | BYO rug and chair. Food and beverages  
 available for purchase.
Note: In the event of inclement weather, this event will  
 move to the Hinchinbrook Shire Hall, Lannercost Street. 

SENIORS MORNING TEA
Friday 6 December 2019
Celebrate the festive season with a special Seniors Christmas 
Celebration. This is a FREE event for all seniors of the Shire, a fun 
filled morning of Christmas cheer with carols and entertainment. 
Time:    9.30am until 11.30am
Where:   Hinchinbrook Shire Hall
Bookings:  Phone 4776 4618 by Friday 29 November 2019

Photo: St Patricks Parish Women’s Group make a donation to the  
            Mayor’s Christmas Appeal. 


