
Seniors Morning tea

Celebrate the Festive Season with a special  
Seniors Christmas celebration.   

This is a FREE event for all Seniors of the Shire,  
a fun filled morning of Christmas cheer  

with Carols and entertainment.

Time: 9:30am until 11:30am
Where: Hinchinbrook Shire Hall

Bookings essential, phone 4776 4618 
to secure your spot.  

RSVP by Friday 29 November 2019.

Fri 6 
Decem

ber

Christmas in 
Hinchinbrook

It is with great sadness that 
we hear of the passing of Vi 
Groundwater, a great lady 
of our district, a lady whose 
devotion and dogged advo-
cacy for the betterment of 
Hinchinbrook Shire and its 
residents could not and will 
not ever be questioned.
Vi was elected as a Council-
lor in 1988 and continued 
to serve the district for a fur-
ther five terms, resigning her 
post in 2004.  During that 
period Vi served as Chair of 
the Finance and Executive 
Committee and Chair of Cor-
porate Services.
Vi’s passion for the people of 
the district, past and present 
can best be remembered by 
her inspiration and determi-
nation in establishment of 
the Herbert River District Mu-
seum at Halifax.  Vi will long 
be remembered by all as 
many things, a great mother, 
wife and friend, but above all 
a friend of our district who 
made a difference.
Rest in peace.
Sadly, this year has seen the 
passing of two other well-
known and respected identi-
ties whom served as Council-
lors on Hinchinbrook Shire.
Charles Herman Hecht 
served as a Councillor  

between 1982 and 1985, 
working tirelessly on various 
local and Government com-
mittees for the betterment 
of the cane and also poultry 
industry.
John Cazzulino served during 
the period 1976 to 1982 
and was a great supporter 
for the education and aged 
care facilities at Trebonne.
Both gentlemen were known 
for their tenacity in lobby-
ing for the needs of their 
ratepayer constituents, par-
ticularly in their respective 
localities of Bambaroo and 
Trebonne.  As a community, 
we acknowledge and remem-
ber the generous and valu-
able contributions made by 
these gentlemen.
Business Operations 
Review 
With a view to ensuring sus-
tainability and effectiveness 
of Council’s operations and 
service into the future our 
Chief Executive Officer and 
Management Team have 
worked with an external con-
sultant to conduct a review of 
operations and measure our 
performance as an organisa-
tion. A catalyst to this review 
has been the customer sat-
isfaction surveys and other 
community consultations un-

dertaken earlier.  There was 
a particular focus on busi-
ness improvement based on 
productivity and efficiency 
enhancements for the com-
munity. 
Throughout this review pro-
cess, staff were encouraged 
to identify issues within the 
organisation and offer solu-
tions. There were in excess 
of 50 workgroup and 110 in-
dividual employee meetings 
held, with staff overwhelm-
ingly identifying the need for 
change and improvement 
both in Council’s organisa-
tional structure and business 
operations. 
Consultation with staff is 
continuing, with no final 
decisions made regarding 
staffing resources to support 
a new functional structure. 
Each staff member, whether 
their position is intended to 
be affected by the proposed 
structure or not, has had the 
opportunity to sit down and 
discuss the potential impacts 
with management staff. 
The review is an essential 
aspect to ensure that our 
community is served by an 
efficient and effective or-
ganisation. Whilst such a 
thorough examination of our 
organisation can be unset-
tling for some, it is a great 

opportunity for us to have 
a good assessment of our-
selves and how we serve the 
community. Whilst the review 
assesses potential cost sav-
ings in our operational cost-
ings, it also aims to establish 
improvements to our staffing 
through professional devel-
opment and training oppor-
tunities while also realigning 
staffing duties. The review 
has also assessed succes-
sion planning of our staffing 
needs and service delivery 
standards for the community. 
I applaud the work undertak-
en to date as it is always chal-
lenging to have a thorough 
and robust examination of 
such a diverse organisation 
as Local Government. 
The review has been carried 
out effectively and with full 
transparency for the long 
term benefit of not only our 
organisation but more broad-
ly the community. 
Agricultural Day
Thursday 21 November 
2019 is National Agricul-
ture Day.  Bendigo Bank, 
Ingham will be hosting the 
CWA ladies who are holding 
a bake sale in front of the 
Bendigo Bank from 9.00am 
to 11.00am to assist in rais-
ing money for the upcoming 
Christmas Country Fair.

It is requested that locals 
wear green shirts and make 
a gold coin donation at Ben-
digo Bank, Majestic Café 
or JKs Deli.  Following the 
Christmas Country Fair the 
QCWA Abergowrie and Long 
Pocket will donate funds 
raised to an organisation of 
their choosing.

Basque Book Launch
On Sunday 17 November 
2019, I attended the launch 
of a book ‘Australianuak: 
Basques in the Antipodes’ 
by renowned American au-
thor William (Bill) A Douglas 
at the Basque Club of North 
Queensland, Townsville.
The book is an anthropo-
logical memoir of the Span-
ish Basque immigration to  
Australia.

The launch was attended 
by the Spanish Consul from 
Sydney, and our very own 
well respected local historian 
Bianka Vidonja Balanzategui.
Unfortunately, due to timing 
issues, we were unable to 
accommodate a launch here 
in Ingham, home to many 
Basques over time with Tre-
bonne once regarded as the 
Basque capital of Australia.
We have arranged for a copy 
of the book to be made avail-
able to our Hinchinbrook  
Library.

Ramon Jayo
Mayor

Community Remembers Local Leaders
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MAYOR’S MESSAGE

20 November 2019

Council, in cooperation with the Department of Environment 
and Science and the Department of Natural Resources and 
Mines, are intending to conduct an aerial shoot to control feral 
pigs.  The areas covered during this program will include “The 
Orient”, Lamari’s on Suthers Road, “Mungalla”, Accornero’s 
on Abswold Road and parcels of land that are under the 
management of participating organisations between and 
adjacent to Palm Creek to the north and Insulator Creek to 
the south.
Weather permitting this program will take place from 
Monday 25 November to Friday 29 November between the 
hours of 5.00am to 9.00am and 4.00pm to 7.00pm.
To ensure the safety of the public while this program is being 
conducted, access to the National Parks Estate, Bronte Road 
and the Halifax Bay Wetlands will be closed during these times.  
Access to huts on Bronte Road will be permitted outside of 
planned control times. 
For further information please contact Council on 4776 4607.

Feral Pig Management Program

Council wishes to advise that kerb and channel works are 
scheduled to commence on Tuesday 26 November 2019 in 
Fisher Street, Ingham.
Ongoing works will occur between 6.00am and 5.00pm with a 
number of traffic conditions in place during these times.
For further information on current roadworks, please visit Council’s 
website, Roadworks page or contact Council on 4776 4671.
Council would like to thank you for your cooperation during this 
necessary phase of works.

Works Notice - Fisher Street
Kerb and Channel Works 

Council is offering the Rural Cleanup Program to assist residents 
in preparing for the upcoming disaster season. 
Waste collection skips for general waste items and scrap metal 
will be placed at a number of locations throughout the Shire 
throughout November and December 2019.
Visit Council’s website, Public Notices page for more information. 
Accepted waste is domestic, non-hazardous waste only.  
To arrange prompt servicing, please contact MAMS 4776 5055. 
Please do not place items on the ground or overfill the skip bins.

2019 Rural Cleanup Program

Photo: Spanish Consul, Juan Manuel Molina and Author, William  
             (Bill) A Douglas 

Council wishes to advise that Garbutt Park Walkway Circuit 
renewal works are scheduled to be undertaken in two stages, 
with the first stage to commence on Wednesday 20 November 
2019 with completion anticipated by Wednesday 27 November 
2019  weather permitting.
During these works, the track will be closed to the public.
Stage two works will be communicated once stage one has been 
completed.
For further information on current roadworks, please visit Council’s 
website, Roadworks page or contact Council on 4776 4671.
Council would like to thank you for your cooperation during this 
necessary phase of works.

Works Notice - Garbutt Park
Walkway Circuit Renewal

Always remember if you live in an area prone to flood and storm 
surge, planning for an evacuation now can save you time and 
stress in the event of such an emergency. 
Your evacuation kit should be kept in a sturdy, easy to carry 
bag or waterproof storage box and stored in a safe place that 
is easy to access.
Some items you will need to pack are: change of clothes, 
essential medicines, toiletry supplies, mobile phone and 
charger.  For a full listing of items to include in your Evacuation 
kit go to qld.gov.au/getready

Evacuation Kit
Check out page 7 for more Christmas fun!

Council is hosting two free creative workshops where the 
talented artist Sally Moroney will assist attendees to create 
Christmas art using natural and recycled materials. 

Materials will be provided however you are welcome to bring 
along any items you would like to include in your art. 

Date: Saturday 23 November 2019
Venue: TYTO Regional Art Gallery 
Cost: Free
Funky Christmas Tree Workshop: 10.30am to 12.30pm 
Sea Themed Wreath Workshop: 1.30pm to 3.30pm

Bookings are essential, please contact Council on 4776 4725 
to secure your spot. 

Christmas Creative Workshops 


