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Together we can support older Australians  
through the coronavirus. Here are some tips:
• Keep in regular contact
• Set them up to use technology, then plan  

a regular time to connect
• Cook a meal and leave it at their front door
• Offer to run errands 
• Drop a note in their mailbox
• Have a chat over the fence

Caring  
for older  
Australians.

ANZAC Day is a day when 
we remember the anniver-
sary of the landings of Aus-
tralian and New Zealand 
soldiers at Gallipoli.

It is also the National Day 
of Remembrance that com-
memorates those brave 
men and women who 
served and died in all wars, 
conflicts and peace keeping 
operations and the contri-
bution and suffering of all 
those who have served.

It is important for us all not 
to forget such sacrifices as 
such sacrifices are the rea-
son we have such freedom 
in our lives today.  The self-
less efforts by so many on 
our behalf can never be re-
paid in any manner or form.  
We thank you for the free-
dom and life we now have 
because of you.

In light of restrictions due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic 
ANZAC Day services world-
wide have been cancelled 
this year. However I encour-
age you all at 6.00am on 
ANZAC Day to stand in your 
driveway, on your balcony 
or in your living room with 
a candle to remember all 
those who have served and 
sacrificed.  Imagine how 
special it would be if every 

Australian was standing 
united in spirit to remember 
all those who have served 
and sacrificed for the life-
style we enjoy today.

The Australian War Memo-
rial will host the Dawn Ser-
vice which will not be open 
to the public, however this 
will be broadcast live across 
Australia by the ABC radio 
(AM 630) and streamed 
online from 5.30am which 
will include from around 
6.00am, The Last Post and 
a minute of silence, where 
you can pay your respect at 
the same time as your local 
community.

RSL Australia will also be 
streaming a short commem-
orative service at their dedi-
cated rslanzacspirit.com.au 
website from 6.00am this 
Saturday for those who are 
able to livestream.

The number of attendees 
at ANZAC Day services in 
Hinchinbrook continue to 
grow each year so I am sure 
people will be looking for a 
way to still commemorate 
our diggers.

I encourage you all to partic-
ipate in respecting ANZAC 
Day in private. It is the least 
we can do to express our 
gratitude. 

COVID-19 

It is very reassuring to hear 
that no new COVID-19 infec-
tions have occurred in the 
Townsville Region for the 
past 13 days. 

That is pure evidence that 
the social distancing and 
other restrictive policies 
concerning gatherings are 
working. 

Health authorities continue 
to stress that notwithstand-
ing such success, it remains 
too early to lift restrictions. 
It is imperative that we heed 
such advice and battle on a 
little longer. 

If you need a little encour-
agement to remain vigilant, 
just think of how much pain 
or disruption we would en-
dure if our community did 
become a hotspot. There 
are plenty of examples of 
total lockdown around the 
world. 

I read a very appropriate 
comment last week from 
an unknown author, “If you 
jumped out of a plane and 
the parachute was working 
perfectly to slow down your 
rate of decent, would you 
think it was appropriate to 
close the chute whilst still 
500ft in the air?”. Same 

situation applies here, 
we have not reached the 
ground yet. 

Community Recovery Hotline

I would like to remind you 
that the Department of 
Communities has estab-
lished a hotline to assist 
people who are in home iso-
lation or quarantine that do 
not have family and friends 
who are able to offer their 
assistance. 

Assistance available 
through this hotline in-
cludes arranging non-con-
tact delivery of essential 
food and medication to peo-

ple in quarantine with no 
other means of support.

Family members, friends or 
neighbours should be the 
first option however should 
you require assistance, 
Council encourages you to 
call the Community Recov-
ery Hotline on 1800 173 349 
to discuss alternative op-
tions.

Ramon Jayo
Mayor
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Regional Arts Development Fund - Applications Extended
Applications for funding through Hinchinbrook Shire Council’s Regional Arts Development Fund (RADF) Program have been extended.
To download an application form and find out more visit Council’s website, RADF page or contact the TYTO Regional Art Gallery via email gallery@hinchinbrook.qld.gov.au or phone 
4776 4725.
Applications close 5.00pm Friday 1 May 2020.
The Regional Arts Development Fund is a partnership between the Queensland Government and Hinchinbrook Shire Council to support local arts and culture in regional Queensland.

Keeping  
Your distance.
Help stop the spread of coronavirus by keeping your distance. 
Remember, don’t shake hands or exchange physical greetings. 
Wherever possible stay 1.5 metres apart and practise good 
hand hygiene, especially after being in public places.
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Together we can help stop  
the spread and stay healthy.
Advice regarding Coronavirus (COVID-19)  
will change regularly. Keep up to date.  
Visit health.gov.au


