
MAKE MENTAL 
HEALTH A PRIORITY.
Eat well and keep active. Stay in touch by phone  
or video calls and seek help if you need it.

Together we can help stop  
the spread and stay healthy.

Find out more at australia.gov.au 

It is timely to congratulate 
the many businesses in our 
district for the mighty job 
they are doing in continuing 
the service to our communi-
ty under these trying times.  
Changed circumstances 
has meant changing ways 
and the level of innovation 
and service re-arrangement 
employed to ensure that 
customers continue to re-
ceive quality service, in and 
out of the shops and stores 
is simply  amazing. Thank 
you everybody for pitching 
in and helping out as you 
have done. Your loyalty to 
our community is unques-
tionable.

We as a community can 
and must show our grati-
tude to the hard work put 
in by our local businesses 
by shopping locally.  Spend-
ing our money locally will 
help our businesses trade 
through this difficult period 
and ensure the continuity of 
service into the future that 
we all would like to see. 

When you support local-
ly owned businesses, you 
support the local economy 
and the employment of lo-
cal people. You are also di-
rectly supporting your local 
sporting groups and your 
local community in gener-
al. There are many studies 
that indicate that shopping 
locally has major econom-
ic benefits for your local 
community. Did you know 

for instance that when you 
spend $100 at a local busi-
ness, on average 58% more 
of your money stays in your 
community compared to 
what would have happened 
if you spent that $100 at 
a multinational company 
based store.

To assist our local busi-
ness community through 
the uncertain times sur-
rounding COVID-19 Council 
staff have been contacting 
business owners to provide 
information regarding the 
support available through 
various State and Federal 
Government programs. The 
feedback received through 
this process has reaffirmed 
the positivity of our tight 
knit community in the sup-
port that residents are able 
to offer local businesses 
and the support that they in 
turn offer us. 

Thank you for shopping lo-
cally.

Solar Power for Picture 
Theatre

I am pleased to inform that 
Council has recently re-
leased a contract to local 
firm Lahtinen Electrical to 
install solar electrical sys-
tems at the Ingham Picture 
Theatre. The work is be-
ing undertaken as part of 
Council’s overall cost reduc-
tion program with a view to 
minimising rating impacts 
through cost minimisation 

where possible. Installation 
of solar will significantly 
reduce the current high 
power bills associated with 
running of air conditioners 
and lighting associated with 
cinema use and will greatly 
assist the Ingham Disabil-
ity Support centre in their 
efforts to provide ongoing 
movie experiences for the 
community in an affordable 
manner.

LDMG Communications 
During Disaster Events

The Hinchinbrook Local Di-
saster Management Group 
(LDMG) is constantly re-
viewing its plans and strat-
egies seeking continuous 
improvement. Feedback 
and suggestions from the 
community are vital and 
essential for information 
gathering. 

A concern for quite a while 
has been the absence of a 
quick method of communi-
cating with the elderly mem-
bers of our community in 
times of disaster, particular-
ly when events are unfold-
ing.  As you are all aware, 
our best defense to disaster 
situations is preparedness 
and more often than not, 
timing for preparedness is 
critical.

The development of Social 
Media and digital technol-
ogy has been a godsend 
for instantaneous messag-
ing purposes, but unfortu-

nately, not everyone in our 
community is connected or 
technologically savvy with 
the larger proportion of 
non-connected people be-
ing within our older demo-
graphic.

In addition to not owning 
a digital device, our expe-
riences also show that a 
good majority of our elder-
ly are fearful of aspects of 
modern technology.  For 
instance, we are aware that 
many of our elderly will not 
answer the phone when 
we have, in the past sent 
out an emergency alert re-
garding flooding, as they did 
not recognise the number 
coming up on their screen. 
The emergency alert was 
ignored on the basis that 
it may have been a marke-
teer.

We do rely on the traditional 
means of messaging such 
as radio, television and 
good old word of mouth to 
get the message out when 
needed. We are also reliant 
upon and thankful that we 
are by nature a generally 
caring community where 
neighbours and friends do 
look out for each other and 
assist with the message 
spread when needed.  This 
neighbourly assistance is 
a very essential asset to 
the LDMG operations and 
is something that we really 
could not do without. 

We do accept that we have 
had disasters in the past 
when no similar technol-
ogy was in existence and 
that people survived. No 
argument with that, but the 
fact is that the technology is 
now available and why not 
use it to make life simpler 
and easier if possible.

Any thoughts or ideas you 
may have regarding im-
provements to our commu-
nication methods would be 
appreciated. 

COVID-19 Staff Adaptation 

Whilst compliance with 
COVID-19 restrictions have 
included the closure of 
many community facilities, 
staff have taken the oppor-
tunity to undertake tasks 
that are often secondary 
to assisting customers and 
residents who are visiting 
facilities. 

Community and Develop-
ment Services staff have re-
cently undertaken a review 
of the Hinchinbrook Shire 
Library Collection, which 
includes both Ingham and 
Halifax Libraries, with over 
18,000 books documented. 
A review of Council’s Arts 
Collection Register with the 
inclusion of new artworks 
has also been undertaken 
and providence investiga-
tions are continuing.

In addition to this, staff 
have commenced catalogu-

ing the Special Collections 
Room, which comprises of 
Local History and the Ken-
nedy Regiment Collection.  
This project includes the 
cataloguing and digitisation 
of photographs, books, pe-
riodicals, journals and mis-
cellaneous items which are 
invaluable to the Hinchin-
brook Shire. We are the 
gatekeepers of the knowl-
edge of our region and it 
is important that locals are 
able to easily access the 
collection. 

Community staff have also 
taken over cleaning respon-
sibilities for the facilities 
that they work in, freeing up 
Cleaning and Maintenance 
staff to provide a much 
needed focus on communi-
ty facilities.

During these unprecedent-
ed times, it is important 
that staff are able to adapt 
to the quick changes neces-
sary to ensure continuation 
of our services to the com-
munity and I applaud staff 
on their positive attitude 
towards the various strate-
gies that have been imple-
mented. 

Ramon Jayo
Mayor
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Regional Arts Development Fund
Applications Extended

Applications for funding through Hinchinbrook Shire 
Council’s Regional Arts Development Fund (RADF) 
Program have been extended.
To download an application form and find out more 
visit Council’s website, RADF page or contact the TYTO 
Regional Art Gallery via email gallery@hinchinbrook.qld.
gov.au or phone 4776 4725.
Applications close 5.00pm Friday 1 May 2020.
The Regional Arts Development Fund is a partnership 
between the Queensland Government and Hinchinbrook 
Shire Council to support local arts and culture in regional 
Queensland.

In accordance with Section 277 of the Local Government 
Regulation 2012, the new term of Council has adopted the 
following General Meeting dates for the remainder of 2020 
to which the public may attend.
For more information about Council Meetings, visit Council’s 
website, Meetings and Minutes page. 

MONTH GENERAL MEETING
Tuesday 8.30am

MAY 26
JUNE 30
JULY 28

AUGUST 25
SEPTEMBER 29

OCTOBER 27
NOVEMBER 24
DECEMBER 15
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WWhheerree  ddoo  yyoouu  ffiinndd  oonnccee  uuppoonn  aa  ttiimmee  aanndd  hhaappppiillyy  eevveerr  aafftteerr??  
AAtt  yyoouurr  lliibbrraarryy  ssttoorryyttiimmee!!  
Storytime is a great way to develop a love of reading and introduce your 
child to books. Experience the magic of stories, action rhymes and songs 
with your child at the Library. Ideal for children aged 1-5 years. Sessions 
include a new story and related craft activity each week.

EEvveerryy      TThhuurrssddaayy  
1100..3300aamm--1111..3300aamm
LLiivvee  SSttrreeaammeedd  oonn  tthhee  HHiinncchhiinnbbrrooookk  SShhiirree  
CCoouunncciill  FFaacceebbooookk  ppaaggee..  
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