
The recent push to support 
local business by promoting 
Buy Local has created quite 
a talking point.  

Promoting Buy Local is not 
about eliminating your indi-
vidual right of choice, it is 
not about forcing you to pay 
more for a product on the 
pretext that local is dearer, it 
is not about telling you when 
and where you can shop.

It is about giving your locals 
a go.  Check the local pric-
es out first or if you have a 
price, ask locals to match.  
Ask the locals if they can get 
a specific thing in for you, if 
that’s what you want.  If you 
buy over the internet, then 
what is the difference in 
waiting for Australia Post to 
deliver as against a local, if 
the price is commensurate 
or agreed.

I am aware that many out 
of towners come to Ingham 
to shop.  I am aware that 
we have local and national 
award winners amongst our 
retail sector.

All I am asking is that you 
give the locals an opportuni-
ty to meet your needs.

We must remember that it 
is these very locals that help 
out our sporting and com-
munity associations with 
sponsorship and other ac-

tivities throughout the year.  
Without that type of support 
our community would be do-
ing it much harder.

Over the last term of Coun-
cil, significant focus was 
placed on ensuring that 
Council purchasing activ-
ities in general remained 
local, the intent being of 
course to support local busi-
ness. 

Because of legislation in 
place, and despite Coun-
cil’s best intentions, buying 
locally is not always possi-
ble.  I thought you might be 
interested in knowing how 
Council’s Purchasing Policy 
works.

By law, Local Government 
must seek quotations or 
tenders for all of its pur-
chases.  Where purchasing 
is repetitive or regular (i.e. 
hiring backhoes or pur-
chase of gravel), a tender 
may seek to establish a 
preferred supplier, meaning 
the successful tenderer or 
tenderers may be awarded 
sole rights of supply for a 
set period – say two years.  
In awarding a tender or quo-
tation, Council has regard to 
various legal principles, the 
paramount principle being 
value for money.

Value for money is always 
the hardest to address in a 

buy local context as more 
often than not our small 
business entities cannot 
always match the larger cor-
porations in the market on a 
price basis.  Whilst price is 
not the only consideration, it 
is the most influential from 
a purchasing point of view.

For that purpose, our Coun-
cil involves economic devel-
opment provisions applying 
a cash variable allowance 
to a local on purchase price 
and additionally in a con-
tract situation, a local con-
tent scoring mechanism.

Essentially, these mecha-
nisms combined provide a 
preferential advantage to a 
local business although it 
does come at a slightly ele-
vated cost.  Some business-
es argue that the allowanc-
es are not enough and that 
may be a fair comment.  But 
it must be remembered that 
the community must still 
pay for the difference in cost 
generated by the provisions 
and the larger that gap be-
comes, the harder it gets to 
prove value for money.  Re-
member 5% of $100,000 is 
$5,000.

Under trade practice legis-
lation it is not lawful to ex-
clude a non-local from ten-
dering for a job.  That is not 
a bad thing, as if a non-local 
wins a contract with Coun-

cil, it enables other non-con-
tracting type local business-
es such as motels, hotels, 
shops, local subbies, local 
fuel outlets etc to share in 
the contract.

This is achieved through the 
local content points mecha-
nism, meaning that an out 
of towner winning against 
a local on price, must also 
show significant employ-
ment of other local busi-
nesses, rather than simply 
bringing everything into 
town.  The above is a very 
simplistic overview of how 
we go about purchasing and 
as you would appreciate, 
things do get complex, but 
what I can assure you of is 
that Council is very com-
mitted to supporting local 
business and will continue 
to ensure that we buy local 

wherever possible in compli-
ance with the legislation we 
must observe.

It is a complex issue and I 
am quite happy to explain 
the parameters further if 
you would like to ring me.

National Volunteer Week
To the many good people 
who assist our community 
through the generous do-
nation of their time volun-
teering – happy Volunteers 
Week!

Without volunteers the en-
tire country would grind to a 
halt.  Hinchinbrook is no ex-
ception.  A special thank you 
goes to our Hinchinbrook 
Way Ambassadors as there 
is no doubt that without your 
assistance and willingness 
to support our organisation, 

the Centres would not be 
available to provide the ser-
vices and displays intended 
for not only the travelling 
public, but our own commu-
nity as a whole.

On behalf of Council, Coun-
cil officers and employees 
with whom you work and 
our community, I want to 
sincerely thank you for your 
time and effort in volunteer-
ing and your contributions in 
that regard being the reason 
for the successful programs 
presently on offer.

We are extremely grateful 
and appreciative of your as-
sistance.

Ramon Jayo
Mayor

Buy Local and National Volunteer Week 
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MAYOR’S MESSAGE

20 May 2020

Notice is hereby given that Hinchinbrook Shire Council is 
conducting a Shire wide Wild Dog Baiting Program utilising 1080 
poison commencing Monday 25 May 2020, weather permitting.  
This wild dog management is required due to high populations in 
certain areas that are impacting on livestock production.
This Notice is to advise that the program is taking place and 
landholders participating in the campaign must comply with set 
procedures for baiting. This includes notification to all adjoining 
landholders at least seventy-two (72) hours prior to the baiting. 
For further information please contact Council on 4776 4633.

Public Notice 
Wild Dog Baiting Program

Council wishes to advise that preparatory works to replace Bridge 
1330, located on Lannercost Extension Road, approximately 
1.33km from the Ingham-Abergowrie Road intersection, 
are scheduled to commence in the coming weeks with the 
establishment of a road detour via Mortons, Firth and Cristaldis 
Roads. 
Council would like to thank you for your cooperation during this 
necessary phase of works.
For further information on current roadworks, please visit 
Council’s website, Roadworks page or contact Council on  
4776 4706.

Works Notice 
Bridge 1330 Lannercost Extension Road  
Replacement Works 

A career with Council offers challenging and rewarding work as we 
strive to shape a positive future for the Hinchinbrook community. 
Council is excited to offer the following opportunity to be part 
of a large and diverse organisation with a strong community 
connection:

• Aged and Youth Services Officer: Vacancy Reference: 12051.
Applications close 5.00pm Wednesday 27 May 2020. 

Further information is contained in the Job Application Package 
which can be obtained via Council’s website, Current Vacancies 
page or by phoning Human Resources on 4776 4767.

Hinchinbrook Shire Council is proud to be an equal opportunity 
employer.

Position Vacant

Please note: Applicants must specifically and individually address 
all essential and desirable selection criteria (included in the Job 
Application Package), provide a current Resume and two recent 
Referees in order to be considered for interview.

Council receives an increasing number of barking dog 
complaints on a regular basis and reminds all animal owners 
that they have a duty of care and legal obligation to ensure 
their animals are adequately controlled at all times and do 
not cause harm or nuisance to members of the public.
Why do dogs bark?
Dogs bark for many reasons, and often they are in fact trying 
to communicate something to their owner or anyone willing 
to pay attention. Reasons dogs bark include:
• Lack of human companionship;
• Separation anxiety;
• Boredom or frustration;
• Attention  seeking;
• Fear – this can be fear of people, objects or other dogs;
• Threat to their territory;
• Hunger or thirst;
• A medical condition;
• Provocation; and 
• Lack of exercise.
Dogs who are bored, anxious or lonely may roam in order to 
seek excitement and company.  Make sure they have enough 
playtime.
Registering your dog is an important part of responsible 
pet ownership as it provides Council with a description 
of your dog, identifies you as the owner and lists contact 
information.
If your dog is not registered, visit Council’s website 
Registration and Fees page for more information. 

Responsible Pet Ownership
Barking Dogs

Image: Hinchinbrook Way Ambassadors at the 2019 Ambassador Christmas Function 

The Hinchinbrook Shire Library located at the TYTO Precinct on 
McIlwraith Street, Ingham reopened Monday 18 May 2020 for the 
purpose of facilitating Library loans and returns only.  There will 
be a limit of five patrons at any one time inside the Library and 
access to computers/laptops and all other Library programs will 
remain on hold or be delivered online where possible.
Current opening hours for the Hinchinbrook Shire Library are as 
follows:
Monday  10.00am – 4.00pm
Tuesday 10.00am – 4.00pm
Wednesday 10.00am – 4.00pm
Thursday 10.00am – 6.00pm
Friday  10.00am – 4.00pm
Saturday 9.00am – 12.00pm
Sunday  Closed

The Halifax Sub Branch Library will remain closed until further 
notice.
For further information, please contact Council on 4776 4600.

Hinchinbrook Shire Library
Opening Hours 


