
Many people have been 
asking me whether, incon-
sequence of their individual 
property valuations going 
down, the rates issued by 
Council will also go down.  
The answer is that is not 
necessarily the case and 
I will endeavour to explain 
why.

Rates are a Council’s prima-
ry source of income and are 
needed to pay for the provi-
sion of services to the com-
munity.  These services in-
clude the administration of 
laws and regulations to help 
communities run smoothly, 
community services, sport-
ing and recreational ser-
vices, road maintenance 
and upgrades, environmen-
tal planning, public health, 
environmental protection, 
waste treatment and dis-
posal, water, sewerage and 
economic development.

Every Council must, prior 
to the commencement of 
each new financial year, de-
termine how much money it 
will need to run the Council 
to provide these communi-
ty services as mentioned 
above.  As well as these 
services, other inherent 
costs such as insurance 
and depreciation must also 
be taken into account.  This 
combined amount, less 
any grants or other income 
Council may reasonably ex-

pect to receive from else-
where, including from State 
and Federal Governments, 
becomes the amount that 
Council must raise through 
its rating revenue.

Councils must then deter-
mine a rate in the dollar to 
be applied to all the proper-
ties in its area for purpos-
es of recovering the funds 
needed.  Rates in the dollar 
may be calculated as a flat 
rate over all properties, or 
may differ in value, depen-
dent upon the different cat-
egory or use of the property.  
Councils may determine 
different categories so as 
to ensure equitableness 
across the various uses.

Generally speaking, you will 
see distinctions between 
residential land, rural land, 
commercial land and indus-
trial land.

That rate in the dollar is 
then applied to the valua-
tion of the property and that 
determines the amount of 
general rate that you as a 
landholder must pay.

The fact that a land valua-
tion goes up or down has no 
bearing on the amount of 
money that Council requires 
to pay for the services it pro-
vides to the community.  The 
rate in the dollar must be 
adjusted up or down depen-

dent upon the movement of 
the valuation to achieve the 
funds needed by Council to 
provide the services as indi-
cated above.

Rates can only go down if 
the costs to be incurred by 
Council go down.  That can 
only occur in two ways.  The 
first is by additional funding 
being received from else-
where, or by Council cutting 
out a particular service, or 
reducing the level of ser-
vice provided, thus reducing 
cost.

As a Council, we are not in-
clined to reduce services, 
but rather we strive to bet-
ter services and infrastruc-
ture for the community.  We 
therefore strive to look for 
efficiencies and improve-
ment as a way of minimis-
ing costs.

Unfortunately, Councils 
are not immune to cost in-
creases in provision of ser-
vices.  Costs of labour and 
materials needed to pro-
vide the services continue 
to increase with inflation 
and that in the main is the 
continuing driver of rate in-
creases.

As well as the General 
Rate, Council levies Utility 
Charges for the provision of 
specific services to specific 
properties.  Utility Charges 

include water, sewerage 
and waste collection.  The 
distinction between Gener-
al Rates and Utility Charges 
is that general rates are 
non-property specific, but 
rather are funds raised for 
provision of services to the 
community as a whole i.e. 
roads, parks and libraries.

Reminder to our Boating 
Fraternity

A reminder to our boating 
fraternity that islands locat-
ed within the Palm Island 
Local Government area (in-
cluding Fantome, Curacoa, 
Havannah and Brisk) re-
main declared designated 
areas under the Biosecurity 
Act 2015 (Commonwealth). 
Travel to the islands con-
cerned remains prohibit-
ed.  Recent notifications 
issued by the Queensland 
Chief Health Officer and 
Queensland Health con-
cern residents and family 
members of Palm Island 
being allowed to travel with-
in a designated travel zone 
of Palm Island including 
Townsville and Hinchin-
brook Local Government 
areas as of 12 June 2020.  
This arrangement does not 
allow for other members of 
the public to travel to any of 
the islands within the Palm 
Island Local Government 
area.

Powerlink helicopter 
inspections

Powerlink has informed 
Council that routine helicop-
ter inspections of Powerlink 
transmission lines through-
out Hinchinbrook Shire will 
take place during June and 
July 2020 weather permit-
ting.  Low flying helicopter 
inspections are critical to 
ensure the ongoing safety 
and reliability of the high 
voltage electricity network.

Halifax

Council’s plans towards 
works in identifying the 
main street of Halifax as a 
heritage precinct and are 
progressing with founda-
tions for heritage lights re-
cently installed in the main 
street.  It is anticipated that 
the actual lights will be in-
stalled within the next fort-
night.

Queensland Day

Saturday 6 June 2020 was 
Queensland Day.  Happy 
Birthday Queensland!  It 
was appropriate on this day 
that we acknowledged all 
those people in our commu-
nity that stood at the front 
line and continued to deliv-
er the vital services to our 
communities at the com-
mencement of and con-
tinuing COVID-19 crisis.  To 
all those people working in 
retail, health, education, ad-
ministration, clerical, clean-
ing, hospitality and the list 
goes on, a big thank you for 
your help and support.  We 
sincerely appreciate your 
dedication to duty.

Ramon Jayo
Mayor
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MAYOR’S MESSAGE

Council wishes to advise that works to replace Bridge 1330, 
located on Lannercost Extension Road, approximately 1.33km 
from the Ingham-Abergowrie Road intersection, are continuing. 
For further information, including detour and guidelines, please 
visit Council’s website, Roadworks page or contact Council on  
4776 4706.

Replacement Works Continuing
Bridge 1330 Lannercost Extension Road  

A career with Council offers challenging and rewarding work as we 
strive to shape a positive future for the Hinchinbrook community. 
Council is excited to offer the following opportunity to be part of a 
large and diverse organisation with a strong community connection:

• Regulatory Services Manager Vacancy Reference: 11451.

Applications close 5.00pm Wednesday 17 June 2020. 
Further information is contained in the Job Application Package 
which can be obtained via Council’s website, Current Vacancies 
page or by phoning Human Resources on 4776 4767.

Hinchinbrook Shire Council is proud to be an equal opportunity 
employer.

Position Vacant

Please note: Applicants must specifically and individually address 
all essential and desirable selection criteria (included in the Job 
Application Package), provide a current Resume and two recent 
Referees in order to be considered for interview.

Image: Always ensure compliance with relevant legislation when  
            enjoying our local waterways. 

In accordance with the Queensland Government’s Roadmap to 
Easing Restrictions a number of Council facilities have reopened.
Due to COVID-19 the Library facilities are operating at revised 
hours with strict restrictions in place to ensure the safety of staff 
and patrons.  

Hinchinbrook Shire Library - Opened Monday 18 May 2020
Monday  10.00am – 4.00pm
Tuesday 10.00am – 4.00pm
Wednesday 10.00am – 4.00pm
Thursday 10.00am – 6.00pm
Friday  10.00am – 4.00pm
Saturday 9.00am – 12.00pm
Sunday  Closed

Halifax Library Sub Branch - Opened Monday 8 June 2020
Monday  1.00pm – 5.00pm
Tuesday Closed
Wednesday 9.00am – 12.00pm
Thursday Closed
Friday  Closed
Saturday 9.00am – 12.00pm
Sunday  Closed

TYTO Regional Art Gallery - Opened Monday 8 June 2020
Open Daily 10.00am – 4.00pm

For further information, please contact Council on 4776 4600.

Hinchinbrook Aquatic Centre - Opened Monday 18 May 2020
Monday to Friday (Public Swimming)        9.00am – 3.30pm
Monday to Friday (Squad Swimming)       3.30pm – 5.00pm
Weekend (Public Swimming)       10.00am – 2.00pm

For further information, please contact the Hinchinbrook Aquatic 
Centre on 4776 6555.

Council Facilities
Opening Hours due to COVID-19

Auction Notice
In accordance with Local Government Regulation 2012 
(Section 142), Hinchinbrook Shire Council hereby gives 
Notice that unless the rates and charges owing on the land 
as described  below (details of which have been supplied to 
the registered owner of the land) together with all expenses 
incurred in connection with the proposed sale of land are paid, 
the land will be sold by public auction.

Property ID:            104099
Property Description:   Lot 910 on Crown Plan A 9114 
Title Reference:            21424228
Land Area:            802m2

Property Address:         6 Turtle Street, Abergowrie QLD 4850

Property ID:            107113
Property Description:   Lot 3 on Survey Plan 222352 
Title Reference:            50759621
Land Area:            2039m2

Property Address:         26 Palmer Street, Ingham QLD 4850

The auction will be held on Friday 10 July 2020 at 11.00am in 
the Hinchinbrook Room, Level 1 Hinchinbrook Shire Council, 
25 Lannercost Street, Ingham QLD 4850. 
For further information, please contact Council’s 
Corporate and Financial Services Directorate via email,  
revenue@hinchinbrook.qld.gov.au, or phone 4776 4623. 

Newscorp Australia recently announced that the publication of 
the Herbert River Express would cease, with the last edition to be 
published on 24 June 2020.

Hinchinbrook Shire Council Mayor Ramon Jayo has been in 
contact with Newscorp representatives regarding options on how 
hard copy district news can continue to be provided through the 
Townsville Bulletin.

Council requests feedback from the community to assist with 
advocating for the continuation of easily accessible news content.

To provide your feedback, please contact Council on 4776 4600 
or visit Council’s Lannercost Street Office, the Hinchinbrook Shire 
Library or Halifax Sub Branch Library. Alternatively, feedback can 
be provided via Council’s website Public Consultation page. 

Feedback to be provided by 5.00pm Wednesday 17 June 2020.

Community Feedback regarding the 
Closure of the Herbert River Express


