
  

Description: Feral goats are typically descended from angora and cashmere breeds which were 

introduced as livestock or as a wild food source. Coloration varies from  white to brown to black.   

Distribution: Isolated populations on Pelorus and Orpheus Islands. May also occur in the Herbert 

Gorge and Mt Fox region 

Impacts: Feral goats can cause major agricultural and environmental damage through browsing, 

grazing and subsequent erosion. They compete with domestic stock for pasture, damage fences, 

and reduce the profitability of pastoral and agricultural industries.  

Key projects: An ongoing eradication program is underway on the offshore islands of Pelorus and 

Orpheus 

 

Delimitation 
Establish distribution beyond known Island populations through 

targeted extension and awareness activities  

Prevention 
Implement a community education and awareness program on this 

declared pest species. 

Eradication 
A targeted eradication program led by Queensland Parks and 

Wildlife Service is underway  on Orpheus and Pelorus Islands 

Intensive control 

(transition) 
n/a  

Impact reduction n/a  
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Capra hircus (Feral Goat) 
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Biology 
x  

Peak 
t  

First/last flush 
p  

Occasional 
y  

n/a  

Control  
x   

Optimal 
t  

Good 
p  

Marginal 
y   

Not recommended  

For more information call Hinchinbrook Shire Council environment and community services :   07 4776 4607 
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Capra hircus (Feral Goat) 
 

What do I need to do?  
Report new outbreaks and sightings - help determine the extent of the pest  

Come clean, go clean - keep weed and pest animal free areas clean 

Be vigilant�³ remove all seeds (seedbank) and plants or all the pest animals from the zone 

Think big and plan for the long term - reduce infestations to a size that can be eradicated 

Maintain buffers and protect important places - protect assets and minimise the risk of spread -  

For more information on management aims in each zone refer to Using the pest plan templates Control 

Offshore Islands 


