
Natural Disaster Emergencies and Your Pet 
 
During the storm and cyclone season it is important to have a pet emergency plan in place outlining what 
actions are required to rehouse your dog and/or what extra supplies are required. Including pets in Emergency 
Preparing Plan prior to a disaster is crucial. Animals turned loose are likely to become victims of exposure, 
starvation, predators, contaminated food and water, or accidents. Leaving dogs tied or chained outside in a 
disaster leaves them vulnerable to attack or drowning. 
 
The important thing to remember is to plan ahead of time what to do with your pets before there is an actual 
emergency.  
 
• Keep your pets’ veterinary records in a waterproof bag or box. It's a good idea to include a piece of paper 

describing your pets’ feeding schedules, medical conditions, behaviour problems.  
• Make sure you have sturdy pet containers that are large enough for your pet to stand up, lie down, and turn 

around. For dogs, include a sturdy leash in your emergency kit. 
• Prepare a stock of three days' worth of non-perishable food and bottled water for your pet. Make sure you 

keep a manual (non-electric) can-opener in your emergency kit. 
• Include litter and litterbox, or newspaper, to use as your pet's toilet. 
• If your pet needs medication, store some with your emergency kit (and keep it current). 
• You may or may not be able to take your pet with you in the event of a major flooding event. If possible 

make arrangements with a family member or a trusted friend/neighbour to house your pets.  
• If you have horses, keep your float in good repair, or make standing arrangements with someone who can 

help you move your horses to higher ground in an emergency.  
 

For comprehensive details see the RSPCA website  www.rspca.org.au 

 

 

 

http://www.rspca.org.au

