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This Statement of Management Intent has been prepared to outline Council’s level of
responsibility in relation to flying-fox roost management, the legal flying-fox roost management
framework within which Council must work and Council’s intents in relation to any management
actions undertaken.
This Statement of Management Intent was endorsed by Council on 27 September 2016 and has
effect from that date until superseded.

Hinchinbrook Shire Council
25 Lannercost Street
Ingham Qld 4850
Phone: 4776 4600 Fax: 4776 3233
Email: council@hinchinbrook.qld.gov.au
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Statement of Management Intent
For Flying-Fox Roost Management
in Hinchinbrook

1. Background
The Hinchinbrook Shire Council recognises the importance of flying-foxes to our natural landscape
and their critical ecological role in maintaining the unique biodiversity of North Queensland.
The Ingham flying-fox roost has historically been a permanent home to three species of flying fox,
the Black Flying-Fox, the Grey-Headed Flying-Fox and the Spectacled Flying-Fox, and a periodic
home to the Little Red Flying-Fox.
All flying-foxes are native species protected under the Queensland Nature Conservation Act 1992.
The Grey-Headed Flying-Fox and the Spectacled Flying-Fox are listed as ‘Vulnerable’ and afforded
greater protection under the Commonwealth Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Act 1999.
The Hinchinbrook Shire Council is committed to finding a balance between reducing conflict
associated with flying-foxes roosting in urban areas, and the conservation and welfare of these
important native species.
2. Authority
Under the Nature Conservation Act 1992, local governments in Queensland have authority to
undertake roost management of flying-fox roosts in designated Urban Flying-Fox Management
Areas (UFFMAs). This authorisation restricts management activities to non-lethal methods
undertaken in accordance with the Code of Practice – Ecologically Sustainable Management of
Flying-Fox Roosts. Other activities are authorised under the Code of Practice – Low Impact
Activities Affecting Flying-Fox Roosts.
An UFFMA for a local government area is defined by maps available from the website of the
Department of Environment & Heritage Protection (EHP). The Hinchinbrook Shire contains three
identified UFFMAs, one each at Ingham, Lucinda and Forrest Beach.
Outside an UFFMA, a local government requires a Flying-Fox Roost Management Permit (FFRMP)
from EHP in order to undertake any management activities.
Further information on the Queensland Government’s roost management framework is available
by searching ‘roost management’ on the EHP webpage www.ehp.qld.gov.au.
3. Purpose
The purpose of this Statement of Management Intent (SoMI) is to articulate the Hinchinbrook
Shire Council’s approach to management of flying-fox roosts in UFFMAs.
Any management activity undertaken will involve a risk assessment addressing human health and
safety, and nuisance impacts that may be created or increased in the surrounding environment.
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Council will monitor emerging management approaches utilised by the State government and/or
other local governments in relation to the management of flying-fox roosts to assist in
development of efficient and effective management options.
4. Locations of the UFFMAs in Hinchinbrook
UFFMAs in Hinchinbrook are located at Ingham, Forrest Beach and Lucinda. A map of the
Hinchinbrook UFFMAs is attached as Annexure A.
Residents who wish to view a map of their own property in relation to the UFFMA can do so
through the following website:
http://www.ehp.qld.gov.au/wildlife/livingwith/flyingfoxes/management-areas/map-request.php.
5. Council Intentions and Considerations
Council will co-ordinate the management of flying fox roosts on Council owned or State land
placed under the control of Council pursuant to the Land Act 1994 within and outside the UFFMA
when required. Costs relating to the management of flying-fox roosts will be negotiated prior to the
application for any permit or implementation of any action.
Council will not take action in the management of flying-fox roosts that are solely on State Land
not under Council control or solely on private land or on a combination of the two.
Where a flying-fox roost is located on both private and Council controlled land, Council will work
with the relevant landholder to manage the roost. Costs of management will be negotiated prior
to any management action taking place.
Council’s management considerations of flying-fox roosts will include:
(a)

a full risk assessment considering the welfare of the community and the flying-foxes;

(b)

amenity impacts of the flying-fox roost;

(b)

impacts on residents and community services;

(c)

identification and management of economic impacts associated with the flying-foxes and
their roosts;

(d)

reduction of human/flying-fox conflicts;

(e)

educating the community about flying-foxes;

(f)

conservation of flying-foxes and their natural habitats in the Hinchinbrook Shire;

(g)

the history of the roost site and the surrounding environment;

(h)

numbers and species present in the roost and their breeding cycles;

(i)

the desirability of possible outcomes as a result of any management action.

6. Management Approach
Council will generally not support or undertake disturbance activities aimed at dispersing flyingfoxes from roosts given that previous dispersal attempts undertaken under current legislation and
within accepted practices have proven unsuccessful. The unpredictability of flying-fox movements
often results in a less acceptable outcome for the community by shifting conflict to different sites
and causing stress, injuries or fatalities to the animals. (Hall 2002 per DECC 2009; GCCC 2014)
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The Queensland State Government promotes that it is best to manage flying fox roosts in-situ with
the development of strategies to reduce their impact (DECC, 2009). Legislative provisions with
which Council must comply compels Council to practice these limited strategies in the interest of
achieving a workable solution. The alternative is to do nothing.
Various levels of vegetation management can be used to create a buffer zone around a roost site
or it may result in passive dispersal. Passive dispersal has been achieved with the removal of 75%
of the understorey and 30% of the canopy (GCCC 2014).
In keeping with the Queensland State Government current management strategies, any
implementation of flying-fox roost management activities will be conducted in a staged approach
from lesser impact activities to higher impact activities where required.
Management approaches will follow the following stages:


Stage 1 – Education. Council will seek to educate the affected community in relation to living
with flying-foxes. Interpretative material in Annexure B is being implemented by several
Queensland local governments;



Stage 2 – Vegetation management of weed species. Removal and/or treatment of weed
species will be conducted as the first stage of vegetation management activities.



Stage 3 – Minor trimming of native vegetation without aiming to disperse animals from the
roost with the aim of minimising human/flying-fox interactions.



Stage 4 - Vegetation management of native species to create buffer zones. Buffer zones can
help to reduce human/flying-fox interactions.



Stage 5 - Vegetation management of native species. Management should progress from the
understorey to the canopy with the aim of removing as little vegetation as possible while
aiming to render the habitat unsuitable for roosting flying-foxes (GCCC 2014).

In accordance with the Code of Practice – Ecologically sustainable management of flying-fox
roosts, no roost tree will be destroyed or modified when there are flying-foxes in the tree, or when
flying-foxes are near to the tree and likely to be harmed as a result of the destruction or
modification. All management actions will immediately cease, and DEHP will be immediately
notified if flying-foxes appear to have been killed or injured.
7. Further Information
For further information on local government flying-fox management activities please contact the
Hinchinbrook Shire Council, 25 Lannercost Street, Ingham (PO Box 366, Ingham, 4850),
telephone: 4776 4600.
For further information for residents dealing with flying-foxes on private property please contact
the Department of Environment and Heritage Protection at http://www.ehp.qld.gov.au.
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