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This Statement of Management Intent has been prepared to outline Council’s level of
responsibility in relation to flying-fox roost management, the legal flying-fox roost management
framework within which Council must work and Council’s intents in relation to any management
actions undertaken.

This Statement of Management Intent was endorsed by Council on 27 September 2016 and has
effect from that date until superseded.

Hinchinbrook Shire Council
25 Lannercost Street
Ingham Qld 4850
Phone: 4776 4600 Fax: 4776 3233
Email: council@hinchinbrook.qgld.gov.au
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Statement of Management Intent
For Flying-Fox Roost Management

HINCHINBROOK in Hinchinbrook

SHIRE COUNCIL

1. Background

The Hinchinbrook Shire Council recognises the importance of flying-foxes to our natural landscape
and their critical ecological role in maintaining the unique biodiversity of North Queensland.

The Ingham flying-fox roost has historically been a permanent home to three species of flying fox,
the Black Flying-Fox, the Grey-Headed Flying-Fox and the Spectacled Flying-Fox, and a periodic
home to the Little Red Flying-Fox.

All flying-foxes are native species protected under the Queensland Nature Conservation Act 1992.
The Grey-Headed Flying-Fox and the Spectacled Flying-Fox are listed as ‘Vulnerable’ and afforded
greater protection under the Commonwealth Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Act 1999.

The Hinchinbrook Shire Council is committed to finding a balance between reducing conflict
associated with flying-foxes roosting in urban areas, and the conservation and welfare of these
important native species.

2. Authority

Under the Nature Conservation Act 1992, local governments in Queensland have authority to
undertake roost management of flying-fox roosts in designhated Urban Flying-Fox Management
Areas (UFFMAs). This authorisation restricts management activities to non-lethal methods
undertaken in accordance with the Code of Practice - Ecologically Sustainable Management of
Flying-Fox Roosts. Other activities are authorised under the Code of Practice - Low Impact
Activities Affecting Flying-Fox Roosts.

An UFFMA for a local government area is defined by maps available from the website of the
Department of Environment & Heritage Protection (EHP). The Hinchinbrook Shire contains three
identified UFFMAs, one each at Ingham, Lucinda and Forrest Beach.

Outside an UFFMA, a local government requires a Flying-Fox Roost Management Permit (FFRMP)
from EHP in order to undertake any management activities.

Further information on the Queensland Government’s roost management framework is available
by searching ‘roost management’ on the EHP webpage

3. Purpose

The purpose of this Statement of Management Intent (SoMI) is to articulate the Hinchinbrook
Shire Council’s approach to management of flying-fox roosts in UFFMAs.

Any management activity undertaken will involve a risk assessment addressing human health and
safety, and nuisance impacts that may be created or increased in the surrounding environment.


http://www.ehp.qld.gov.au/

Council will monitor emerging management approaches utilised by the State government and/or
other local governments in relation to the management of flying-fox roosts to assist in
development of efficient and effective management options.

4. Locations of the UFFMASs in Hinchinbrook

UFFMAs in Hinchinbrook are located at Ingham, Forrest Beach and Lucinda. A map of the
Hinchinbrook UFFMAs is attached as Annexure A.

Residents who wish to view a map of their own property in relation to the UFFMA can do so
through the following website:

5. Council Intentions and Considerations

Council will co-ordinate the management of flying fox roosts on Council owned or State land
placed under the control of Council pursuant to the Land Act 1994 within and outside the UFFMA
when required. Costs relating to the management of flying-fox roosts will be negotiated prior to the
application for any permit or implementation of any action.

Council will not take action in the management of flying-fox roosts that are solely on State Land
not under Council control or solely on private land or on a combination of the two.

Where a flying-fox roost is located on both private and Council controlled land, Council will work
with the relevant landholder to manage the roost. Costs of management will be negotiated prior
to any management action taking place.

Council’s management considerations of flying-fox roosts will include:

(@) a full risk assessment considering the welfare of the community and the flying-foxes;

(b) amenity impacts of the flying-fox roost;

(b) impacts on residents and community services;

(c) identification and management of economic impacts associated with the flying-foxes and
their roosts;

(d) reduction of human/flying-fox conflicts;

(e) educating the community about flying-foxes;

H conservation of flying-foxes and their natural habitats in the Hinchinbrook Shire;

(8 the history of the roost site and the surrounding environment;

(h) numbers and species present in the roost and their breeding cycles;

(i) the desirability of possible outcomes as a result of any management action.

6. Management Approach

Council will generally not support or undertake disturbance activities aimed at dispersing flying-
foxes from roosts given that previous dispersal attempts undertaken under current legislation and
within accepted practices have proven unsuccessful. The unpredictability of flying-fox movements
often results in a less acceptable outcome for the community by shifting conflict to different sites
and causing stress, injuries or fatalities to the animals. (Hall 2002 per DECC 2009; GCCC 2014)


http://www.ehp.qld.gov.au/wildlife/livingwith/flyingfoxes/management-areas/map-request.php

The Queensland State Government promotes that it is best to manage flying fox roosts in-situ with
the development of strategies to reduce their impact (DECC, 2009). Legislative provisions with
which Council must comply compels Council to practice these limited strategies in the interest of
achieving a workable solution. The alternative is to do nothing.

Various levels of vegetation management can be used to create a buffer zone around a roost site
or it may result in passive dispersal. Passive dispersal has been achieved with the removal of 75%
of the understorey and 30% of the canopy (GCCC 2014).

In keeping with the Queensland State Government current management strategies, any
implementation of flying-fox roost management activities will be conducted in a staged approach
from lesser impact activities to higher impact activities where required.

Management approaches will follow the following stages:

e Stage 1 - Education. Council will seek to educate the affected community in relation to living
with flying-foxes. Interpretative material in Annexure B is being implemented by several
Queensland local governments;

e Stage 2 - Vegetation management of weed species. Removal and/or treatment of weed
species will be conducted as the first stage of vegetation management activities.

e Stage 3 - Minor trimming of native vegetation without aiming to disperse animals from the
roost with the aim of minimising human/flying-fox interactions.

e Stage 4 - Vegetation management of native species to create buffer zones. Buffer zones can
help to reduce human/flying-fox interactions.

e Stage 5 - Vegetation management of native species. Management should progress from the
understorey to the canopy with the aim of removing as little vegetation as possible while
aiming to render the habitat unsuitable for roosting flying-foxes (GCCC 2014).

In accordance with the Code of Practice - Ecologically sustainable management of flying-fox
roosts, no roost tree will be destroyed or modified when there are flying-foxes in the tree, or when
flying-foxes are near to the tree and likely to be harmed as a result of the destruction or
modification. All management actions will immediately cease, and DEHP will be immediately
notified if flying-foxes appear to have been killed or injured.

7. Further Information

For further information on local government flying-fox management activities please contact the
Hinchinbrook Shire Council, 25 Lannercost Street, Ingham (PO Box 366, Ingham, 4850),
telephone: 4776 4600.

For further information for residents dealing with flying-foxes on private property please contact
the Department of Environment and Heritage Protection at http://www.ehp.qld.gov.au.

8. References

New South Wales Department of Environment and Climate Change (DECC). 2009. Draft national
recovery plan for the Grey-headed flying-fox Pteropus poliocephalus, NSW Department of
Environment, Climate Change and Water.

City of Gold Coast, 2014. City of Gold Coast Flying Fox: Statement of Management Intent.
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Appendix B

Flying-foxes have been
around for thousands
of years and are
essential for forest
pollination and seed
dispersal. Nationally,
flying-foxes have reduced in number, largely
due to clearing of their habitat. Without flying-
foxes there would be less pollination and it is
likely we would see the decline of our native
forests.

[T e —————"

There are a number of flying-fox camps
within Noosa Shire and across South-east
Queensland. Individual flying-foxes regularly
move between camps and, at times, camps can
become completely vacant.

Three species of flying-fox are known to occur
attimes in the Noosa area. The Little-red Flying-
foxesfollowseasonalflowering of Eucalyptusand
Melaleuca trees and although they can arrive in
large numbers, they only stay for several weeks
until flowering is finished. The Grey-headed and
Black Flying-foxes stay longer depending on
local food availability.

Issues with fly}ing-foxes

Like many animals, including domestic pets, flying-foxes
can carry transmissible viruses. A small percentage of
flying-foxes carry Australian Bat Lyssavirus (ABL) and
Hendra virus. Hendra virus can only be transmitted via
horses. Infection from Lyssavirus can only be transmitted
by bites or scratches from bats and is extremely rare. If you
are bitten or scratched by a bat, seek medical attention
immediately. There is no evidence that nfections can be
spread from droppings or living near a flying-fox colony,
however it is recommended that normal sanitary hygiene
measures are practiced by regularly washing hands.

Flying-foxes are an extremely social
animal and use noise to communicate
and protect their territories. During
mating season, flying-foxes can
become quite vocal.

At times, there may be a strong odour
emanating from the camp. This is often
mistaken for the smell of droppings
but is attributed to flying-foxes marking
their territories with their scent glands.

PrrrSre——

Droppings can cause staining and it is recommended that
covers be placed over outdoor furniture, and pavement
areas are washed down as soon as possible.

Management of flying-foxée
As a rule, Council does not
interfere  with  the natural
behaviour of native animals
including flying-foxes. Flying-
foxes are protected under the
Queensland Nature Conservation
Act 1992. Grey-headed Flying-
foxes in particular are protected
under the Commonwealth Environment Protection
and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 and are listed
as a ‘vulnerable’ species.

If a flying-fox camp is located on Council fand, and
bats are disturbing neighbouring residents, Council
may apply to the State and Federal Governments to
improve the vegetation separation between the flying-
fox camp and residential housing.

} ]
Uk red Py fur Piropus scapsonal

Nectar from flowers is an essential foed source for flying-foxes
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carry lyssavirus which Is potenwlv to
_humans, _The virus is transmitted v!im
" and only through a bite from an infected bat.
People will not be exposed to lyssavirus whe
flying foxes Ry overhead, when they roost or
feed in garden trees or even from touching
their droppings,

Helping Hand

1If you encounter a sick, Injured or orphaned
flying fox do not approach or handie it.

Please call the Queensiand Parks and Wikilife
Please report flying foxes electrocuted on

power lines, because an electrocuted mother
mey have a live baby dinging to her

Services on 1300 ANIMAL or 1300 264 625,
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Love is in the Air

1 v
A Noisy Affair
Flylng foses reach sexual ¥
mistunity at about two years. nancy, the | )
of age. Male fiying foxes hancing upside down, Gives
Stake out theic territory by~ birth during daylight heurs.
rubling branches with scant  After the baby's head

from giand their emerges, kabour cesses for 8
Mg:m on while to stow baby &
mother 1o rest. Then the
Aler a nolsy courtship, Baby Is quicdy borm A
mating cecurs in March. Scobped up in ks mothars
wings to prevert. It from

faling to &= desth

The mother Icks the baty
chedn ad guades it to one of
hee two teats to suckle mik.
Famale Nying fox teats are
lecated undemeath each u,
wing. i

Growing up U

For the first six weeics of Its ife, the beby flyng fox cings 1o
its mothér’s body even whin she flies cut to feed. Then it is
left at nightt In 8 “creche” with cther young NMying foxes,
walting for Its mother to return to feed it The young fiying
fox begins to My at about three months of age and Is

weaned and sbie to feed itsell by four manths.
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Day: Before cawn, fiywng foxes retirn to their roost trees, often to the same: Night: Flying foxes and the smaler microbats, are the only mammals which
spot, Creched babies reunite with their mothers by cal, sight &nd smell, and truly fly. Whilst microbats use echalocation, flying foxes rély on sight and
enjoy 2 weicome feed. smied to find the frut and blossoms they feed on
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Keoping cool by
fan=ing wings
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“Welcome to My Life”

‘ Day: Before cawn, fiying foxes netuen to their rocst trees, often to the same: Night: Mlying foxes and the srmaler microbats, are the only mammals which ‘
spot, Créched babies reurite with their mothers by cal, sight and smell, and truly fly. Whilst microbats use echalocation, flying foxes rély on sight and
enjoy 2 weicome feed. smed to find the frut and blossoms they fead cn.

Keoping ool by
fanming wings
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Al flying foxes have large eyes and good vision. They have dog Iike noses and like dogs have a good sense of small. Fying foxes use their
excellent sight and sense of smell to find blossom and fruit. The names given to the different species of flying fox are very descriptive.

GREY- HEI\DED FLYING FOX LITTLE RED FLYING FOX

TS T 0 colory 1 e wikien They are sk
e v con Ak Rk Atag fouet anc hewe caler
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A Coaol‘ *




Batty Behaviour
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~ droppings or unhe but from ther satusl 5
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feraging and moving between recsts.

Noise e

Ater humens and primates, flying foxes have U largest
rumber of different calls. Forty different cals Pave Deen
Idertfind for the Gewy-headed Mying fex, Since the
Faaring range of the Mying fox is Smilar to ours, we can
Paar their calls dearty. Colcnies are the noiiest ot dawn
and dusk. Although not aggressive in the camps, when
mmwmnwmmrqwmm
loud vacalizatons as well 3s physcal aggression.

Personal Hygiene
The frukt and nactar eaten by fying foxes is digesied

quickly, taking only 20 rinutes 19 pass throagh ther
agestive Thwreforn, most faeces are expelled

system,
away fram thair reost site.
Flying foxes normally hang upside down but to aveid

and corsiderable time & spent grooming thar fur using
ther feet and thumb, Thay keep théir wing membranes
clean by licking with ther viry lang tengue
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