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Have your say in who will be the next Student Council. 
Your voice for JCUSA Clubs And Societies, Fitness and 

Sport, Academic Advocacy and Student Support.

The elections will be held on Tuesday 2nd and
Wednesday 3rd of October 2018. Polling will be 

conducted online. Find more information on our 
website www.jcusa.edu.au

Check out the candidates policy statements and 
decide who you will vote for!

JCU STUDENT ASSOCIATION COUNCIL ELECTIONS 2019



JCUSA COUNCIL 2019 NOMINATIONS

Position: PRESIDENT

Hi! I’m Astrid and I am running to 
be your JCU Student Association 
President. I moved to Townsville 
from Sweden in the beginning of 
2017 to study a Bachelor of Marine 
Science. JCU has given me many great 
experiences and opportunities to meet 
people from all over the world and I 
want to make your experience at JCU 
enjoyable and memorable.

Being a uni student can be stressful, 
in order to relieve some of that stress 
I want to organise more on-campus 
events. It can be hard to plan your 
meals around your studies and I want 
to make this easier by attempting to 
provide FREE breakfast and lunch 
once a week, catering for all dietary 
requirements. 

Currently I am the vice president for 
JCU Sustainability Club and my role as 
vice president has involved planning 
and organising events including beach 
cleanups and camping trips around 
Townsville as well as other events 
aiming to educate people and raise 
awareness of environmental issues. 
This has given me great organisational, 
communication and leadership 
skills. I want to work towards a more 
sustainable JCU by implementing 
more bubblers to reduce the waste 
of plastic bottles and introduce 
sustainable cups and straws at uni bar. 
I also want to make it easier for clubs to 
organise events open for all students 
by making room bookings on campus 
smoother and hosting events at uni bar 
easier.

I am also a resident at Rotary 
International House so I know the 

struggles students living on college are 
going through. I want to increase the 
social aspect of college life by making 
fisher shield and social sport cheaper 
and more accessible, as well as making 
the intercollege music competition 
open for solo acts as well as introducing 
more intercollege competitions and 
events. I also want to make it easier 
for students in financial hardship to 
terminate their contract if they need to.

As an international student, it is 
important for me to make that study 
abroad students get the most out of 
their time at JCU and in Townsville or 
Cairns. Therefore, I want to expand the 
activities JCUSA offers, and organise 
more self-funded trips to places 
inaccessible by public transport, such 
as Saunders Beach, Crystal Creek, and 
Wallaman Falls, so that even students 
without a car will be able to experience 
Townsville to the fullest. In addition, 
when first arriving to JCU and not 
knowing anyone, O-WEEK is the first 
contact point with other uni students 
and therefore I want to fill this week 
with social events, both for students 18+ 
and under 18.

If elected I hope to make all this happen 
and more! Together we can make JCU 
amazing; let’s make next year great!

Astrid Mackegård



Position: PRESIDENT

G’day all. My name is Jake, and I am 
running for #YourCampus to be your 
Student Association President. I am 
currently a second-year law student, who 
has been involved in community and 
sport organisations throughout my life.

I have a firm belief that a university 
is more than just bricks, mortars and 
books. A university is a community with a 
distinct way of life. My reason for running 
is that JCU could be an even better and 
enjoyable place to study, live and enjoy. It 
is for this reason I have nominated on the 
#YourCampus ticket.

#YourCampus will be lobbying for cheaper 
parking permits. #YourCampus believes 
that parking is a highly contentious issue 
among students, and parking permits 
are not cheap. As a substantial number of 
students come from off-campus, options 
for parking are often limited. The price of 
parking permits is just an extra burden. 
We will push for the needs of students in 
need of parking by:
1. Lobby the university administration to 

reduce the yearly and semesterly price 
for parking permits to a reasonable 
price for students. This will include the 
creation of a petition to be included 
with our campaign

2. Collaborate with the university 
administration to investigate the 
possibility of more accessible parking 
options

#YourCampus will offer better 
accessibility for on-campus students to 
participate in Fisher Shield events. We 
will Investigate to see if we can achieve 
this in two ways:
1. Ordinary SA members (Free 
membership) may be eligible to 
participate after paying $10 per event. 
2. SA+ members (Paid members) 
will get one free sport of their choice

#YourCampus believes that Cheap 
Tuey’s have become a prominent 
feature not just in Townsville but in 
student life. However, while Unibar 
is open on Fridays, #YourCampus 
believes that there is an opportunity for 
Unibar to extend operations to include 
Tuesdays. With the success of Friday 
lunches, we believe this is a possibly 
achievable addition. We will aim to 
achieve this by:
1. Negotiating with the managers 
of Unibar and the university to extend 
trading to include Tuesday nights for a 
certain amount of weeks

As university education moves 
forward into the education age at 
an increasingly rapid pace, there is a 
need for universities to keep up with 
technological demand and innovation. 
However, #YourCampus believes that 
does have deficiencies, particularly 
with wifi and online education. 
#YourCampus will fight for:
1. All lectures to be recorded 
online so as to not leave students 
behind after missing lectures for valid 
reasons, which we believe can be 
achieved by negotiating with both the 
administration board and the various 
department heads to create the best 
outcome.
2. The university to examine where 
wifi black spots exist on campus, 
identify the cause of the problem, and 
work with the university administration 
to alleviate these issues.

A vote for #YourCampus is a vote to 
make JCU a fantastic place to study. We 
want to make this YOUR campus!

Jake Elson



Position: PRESIDENT

My name is Dillon Weightman and I’m 
nominating for president of JCUSA 
because I believe the students of 
JCU deserve a representative with 
experience and an ability to lead. 

I have that experience and ability and 
am more than prepared to fight for 
the unique needs and concerns of 
students.

I’ve personally been fighting for 
student rights for over half a decade.
In this time I’ve served on two separate 
student associations and numerous 
student group executives. 

This is the part where I’m meant to 
make promises and proposals for the 
next year of JCUSA, I’m not going to 
this time.

Experience has taught me that in most 
cases these aren’t possible, budgets 
are decided in advance and rarely have 
any room to move, and I’ve been made 
aware this applies especially to JCUSA.

What I will say is that I believe 
students have a right to 
representation that is able not only 
to provide the services we expect but 
also the advocacy the we all deserve.

My main promise is that I will bring 
my experience to being a capable 
representative that is prepared to 
stand up to the University in the face 
of cuts and an administration that 
doesn’t show respect for its students 
real needs.

I will also provide a sensible voice and 
vision to help guide the future of the 
association and help develop and see 
thorough policy while there.  

Dillon Weightman



Hello everyone! I´m Sebastian 
Romhany and I´m running to be your 
JCU Student Association President 
for 2019. I have been the International 
Officer for the Association this year 
which has given me the knowledge 
necessary to improve what the JCUSA 
can do for students. 

You might have seen me before at 
some of the JCUSA events, like the 
Free Brekkie every Thursday and other 
events through the semester. Let me 
tell you four reasons why you should 
vote for me as your 2019 President. 

First, this year I went into the Student 
Association as a Councilor and learned 
the immensity of knowledge related to 
running and operating the association. 
New Councilors have to do a lot of 
learning on the go and spend time 
getting to know how everything works. 
I already know how it works, I know the 
staff, I know what the Association can 
do and I’ll use this opportunity to make 
it the best year the Association’s had!

Second, I will communicate with other 
teams trying to improve campus 
life, such as Student Life and the 
International Support Team, to bring 
even more collaboration and further 
improve events on campus. . All 
these groups, including the JCUSA, 
are looking to improve the student 
experience and I will work hard so that 
the efforts of all of us yield the best 
possible outcome. 

Thirdly, I have the plan to talk to 
students and not just decide what’s 
best for them on my own. I will 
push so that the JCUSA Councilors 
communicate with all student groups 
so that we can identify what needs 
to be done and do it. These include 
improving communication with clubs 
and societies, the needs of students 
from different faculties, and the 
requests from individual students. 

Finally, I will push as many on-
campus events as possible. Under my 
leadership I will work together with 
all other councilors to bring all kinds 
of events to you. I’ll do my best to 
continue the weekly free breakfast as 
well as many more events.

I will bring things to JCU that will 
be memorable and will last longer. 
If you would like to contact me 
please do so. You can email me at 
sebastian.romhanygonzalez@my.jcu.
edu.au, find me on Instagram as 
extraordinary_seb, or on Facebook. 

So vote for me to have a great 2019! 

Sebastian Romhany

Position: PRESIDENT



Hey! My name is Haley Harding and I 
am running for Equity and Diversity 
Officer with the #YourCampus team.
I am originally from Hawaii but 
have spent time living all around 
the world. During this time, 
I have had the opportunity 
to meet people from all 
different walks of life. I plan 
to try to improve student 
equity for opportunities 
(such as finding jobs, 
volunteering, and having a 
voice) and embrace the cultural 
diversity we have at JCU. I believe 
this will make university a far more 
exciting and memorable experience for 
all. This involves partnering with JCU 
for enjoyable events related to mental 

Haley Harding

Adam Brown

My name is Adam Brown and I’m 
nominating for the position of equity 
and diversity officer of JCUSA because 
I believe I’ll be able to provide a strong 
voice for all JCU students. I 
believe I will be able to provide 
an element of diversity and 
understanding within 
the student association 
executive. Equity and 
diversity within any 
organisation is of great 
relevance to me as an LGBT+ 
person. Furthermore, I think 
that the construction of any 
democratic organisation should be 
representative of the kinds of people it 
serves; I hope to bring this to JCUSA. 

health and diversity for our students, 
advocating for free coffee and food 
during stressful times of the semester 

(e.g. study week and exam period), 
and allow opportunity for students 

from various disciplines and 
cultures to connect with one 

another. 

I know being a student and 
finding a job is hard enough 

without outside pressure and 
we do not need external factors 

making it worse, I’d like to be the 
one to students can go to about 

equity or accessibility issues they have 
by being your Equity and Diversity 
Officer for 2019 #YourCampus team.

I have experience working on the 
executive of student groups including 
serving as the Treasurer and Secretary 
of the Bachelor of Arts Student Society 

and I look forward to expanding 
my skills and experience as a part 

of the JCUSA executive. 
I can see my contribution on 

the council being one that 
serves to best represent the 
voice, views, opinions, and 

perspectives of the widely 
diverse JCU student body.

Furthermore, I have a 
fundamental belief that any action 

taken by the student association should 
work to provide the most benefit to the 
greatest number of students and this 
will be reflected in my policy positions. 

Position: EQUITY & DIVERSITY OFFICER



Hello everyone. My name is Fares 
and I am running for the role of THE 
INTERNATIONAL STUDENT OFFICER 2019.

I’ve been an international student 
throughout the timeline of my 
educational background. The job role of an 
international student officer would be to 
ensure smooth transition of international 
students, helping them engage in various 
scholastic or non-scholastic activities and 
also being the first point of contact (POC) 
if and when required.

I’m currently associated with Latin 
American Student Association (LASA) 
and South Asian Student Association 
(SASA). Being a part of these associations 
also allow me to collaborate and co-
create events related to food, culture and 
entertainment. My key intention across all 
the events is to make it more accessible 
and student-friendly, economically as well 
as socially. I also plan on coming up with 
a networking forum which will run once 
every quarter with its own theme. The aim 

Fares Shahabi

Klara Lindström

I’m Klara Lindström and I’m running for 
the 2019 International Officer with the 
#YourCampus team. 

I come from an island just outside 
Stockholm in Sweden. I’m upbeat, love 
being out in nature, and marine biology is 
my passion! I’m very friendly and always 

excited about everything 
around me. 

Being an 
international 

student is an 
adventure no 
matter the 

length of your 
stay. When you 

are new to a place 

of this event will 
be to socialize 
and hold 
conversations 
which shall help 
us develop global 
mindsets and make 
us better citizens of this 
world. External partnerships will also 
be a key focus area during my term to 
provide the students with more discount 
coupons from various cafés/restaurants/
bookstores etc. in and outside campus. 

I aim to help and develop the best 
experience for all internationals across 
all mediums of study not just through 
events but also by being a strong link 
between the JCU Management and 
Student and also being a person anyone 
could rely on for help or support.
My previous leadership experiences will 
enable me to fulfill the duties of this role 
with your continuous support.
Let’s walk the talk.

it can be very intimidating and stressful, 
but overall it is an amazing experience 
to study at JCU. It is very important to 
me that everyone feels welcome and like 
they are a part of the JCU family.  

I have shared my story with the 
international marketing team on campus 
and I also write for the JCU connect 
blog where I share my experiences here. 
I do this because I’m hoping that the 
amazing experiences and struggles I go 
through will help and inspire future and 
current international students. As the 
International Officer, I will be able to do 
more for international students and to be 
a person people can come to if they need 
to talk, get advice or just have a great 
time with at one of our events. 

Position: INTERNATIONAL STUDENT OFFICER



Position: VICE PRESIDENT

Position: TOWNSVILLE CAMPUS OFFICER

THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS WERE UNOPPOSED

Hey! My name is Phillip 
Kirk, and I am running 

in the upcoming 
Student Elections 
to be Vice President 

of the JCU Student 
Association in 2019 with 

with #yourcampus.

I am a first year business student 
looking to see a change for the better 
at JCU. I have experience creating 
and organising events through 
volunteering and leadership positions 
over the past 2 years. I was actively 
engaged in the local community of 
Emerald with charity and volunteer 
organisations and will do the same 

Hi, I’m Kyran, I am currently 
studying a Bachelor of Laws - 
Business(Economics), and I’m running 
for the position of Townsville Campus 
Officer with #YourCampus.

Since I started studying at JCU I have 
been active in various college society’s, 
I’m currently volunteering at the 
Courthouse and The March for Science 
Townsville. I’m also an avid supporter 
of sustainability and hold an executive 
position of JCU Sustainability Club. 
If elected I’ll be what links Townsville 
Clubs and JCUSA, and in doing so aim 
to both increase the speed of grant 
approvals and also to increase the 
transparency of club grants.

as your Vice President. My goal is to 
ensure that all students at JCU feel 
academically and socially supported.

One of the many issues #yourcampus 
desires to resolve is the unreliable 
wifi connections throughout the 
campus. #yourcampus values your 
study time and space and a decent 
wifi connection should be available 
anywhere on campus so you can get 
your study done!

Overall, I wish to make student life 
cheaper for a greater university 
experience. Thank you for your support 
and I look forward to representing you 
soon!

Having lived both on and off campus, 
I understand the aspects of coming to 
and from campus from both strata’s. If 
elected, my vision is to create a campus 
that makes you feel at home, with 
goals ranging from re-enlivening the 
refectory to more bike racks. I will lobby 
for more free parking for students – to 
reduce student expense - as well as 
campaigning for cheaper and greater 
student access to sports.

I am excited, and, with 
your help, let’s make 
JCU a better place 
as we head into 
2019 and the future 
beyond!

Phillip Kirk

Kyran Mellor



Position: CAIRNS CAMPUS OFFICER

My name is Harrison Hughes, I am 
studying a Bachelor of Arts and a 
Bachelor of Environmental Practice 
within Cairns, and I am currently 
running for the role of Cairns 
Campus Officer within this student 
election. I want to play an active role 
in the ongoing improvement of our 
University and its many facets. Having 
spent the last three years in multiple 
Youth Representative and Student 
Representative Roles on college and 
council committees, and the last 
semester as acting Cairns Campus 
Officer, I have gained the skills and 
first-hand experience in what it 
means to be part of a committee, 
creating change within a community, 

and contributing to policies and 
student opportunities. These roles 
have required me to manage and 
lead teams/projects to create change 
in communities, implement policies 
into council and school legislation, 
and to work with fellow students and 
community members to identify 
problems and address them within 
a professional context. The focus of 
my campaign is creating a greater 
student involvement into university 
politics through seeking opinions and 
feedback on student life and events, 
policy and recommendations to 
improve student opportunities at JCU, 
both socially and academically. Thank 
you for your support in this election.

Harrison Hughes


