
NORTH QUEENSLAND AGRICULTURAL EXPORT CAPABILITIES

Pumpkins
In north Queensland, more than 11,000 hectares are planted to pumpkins producing more than 85,000 
tonnes a year. Pumpkin production is ideally suited to the north Queensland climate and growers have a 
proven ability to grow high quality produce with ample capacity to expand.

Both the sweetness and colour of pumpkin is increased by sunlight exposure, fertile soil and adequate irrigation. A long shelf life (up 
to six months depending on variety) and proximity to the Port of Townsville make pumpkins ideally suited to sea transport. 

Pumpkin harvesting is flexible and may be adapted to demand and market cycles. Pumpkins may be harvested once after the 
vine dies off or more than once from when fruit ripens. Pumpkins may be sold immediately after harvest or stacked and stored 
depending on market demand. 

In coastal regions, mild winters allow for pumpkin production throughout the warm dry months from May to November. Planting 
typically commences after the last wet season rains in March and planting to harvest time averages around 90 days (depending 
on variety and season). 

Pumpkin production in coastal north Queensland is complemented by production in inland regions. Spring, autumn and summer 
plantings in these areas enable pumpkin production virtually year-round. 



North Queensland produces quality pumpkins in a variety of shapes, sizes and colours. The main varieties grown include 
Queensland Blue, Butternut and Japanese (Kabocha) types. Queensland Blue is a large variety with grey/blue skin, rich golden 
flesh and a long shelf life. Butternut pumpkins are small and oblong shaped with a yellowish beige skin and sweet flesh. Japanese 
varieties include Ken Special and Kent. Japanese varieties are small with a distinct nutty flavour and sweet taste. Ken Special is a 
large sized Japanese variety averaging between 4 and 5 kilograms. 

AusVeg is the peak industry body for the Australian vegetable industry. 

For more information visit: www.ausveg.com.au
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