
THE UNIQUE  
WATERFRONT VENUE  

IN CAIRNS



1848
Owen Stanley 
surveys coast

1860
Beche de mer 
fishermen on 
Green Island

1876
Port Town Planned

1906
Cairns Harbour 
Board established

1893
Cairns Railway 
completed to 
Kuranda

1887
Railway Wharf 
constructed by 
Queensland 
Government

INTROdUCTION

The Cairns Cruise Liner Terminal is Cairns’ most impressive 
function, event and exhibition space.  Located on the Cairns 
Waterfront and beautifully restored, this heritage listed wharf 
shed, has been transformed into a modern facility offering 
practicality and style for your event, exhibition or function, while 
retaining the class and appeal of its rich history.

LOCATION

Only minutes walk from the Cairns Convention Centre and major 
city hotels, with views across Trinity Inlet, this unique venue 
makes for a special experience, whatever the occasion, ensuring 
a memorable occasion for all who attend.

SPECTACULAR FUNCTION ANd EVENT SPACE

The Cairns Cruise Liner Terminal as a blank canvas is a 
spectacular historic and atmospheric venue. If a themed event 
is more your style, the refurbishment  process of Cairns Cruise 
Liner Terminal has catered for a multitude of possibilities to 
create a space you can call your own.



1910
Concrete wharves 
commenced

1912
SS Perthshire 
docks

1913
Dredge boat 
‘Trinity Bay’ 
arrives

1914
No. 3 Wharf and 
Shed completed

• Catered Events (dinner, cocktail, lunch, breakfast)
• Exhibitions (Art and Fashion)
• Private and Public Events
• Weddings
• Product Launches
• Corporate Events
• Industry Open Days
• Festivals

Top left & right: Courtesy of CIAF 2011. Photopher: Kerry Trapnell



1920
Cyclone

1923
First mechanical 
sugar loader

1933
Cargo doors 
sealed against 
weather

1934
Automatic tide 
guage

1941
Cairns at War

Terminal
As you enter through the original timber 
doors, step back in time and experience 
the history and magnificent workmanship 
of this stunning venue.  Originally a 
working wharf, the building has been 
beautifully restored and transformed into 
a state-of-the-art facility offering a ‘Full’ or 
‘Half’ Terminal option for your function, 
event or exhibition.

Breezeway
A small set of steps from ground level 
welcomes you to the Breezeway with 
views over the Trinity Inlet.  An open air 
venue opening onto the ‘Wharf Deck’ and 
adjoining the ‘Terminal’, The Breezeway 
sets a magical pre-dinner cocktail scene 
or space for a lunch with the best views  
in Cairns.

Wharf deck
Built over 100 years ago, this is the original 
Cairns ‘Waterfront Venue’!  Champagne in 
hand, watch the sun go down in the cool 
afternoon shade with views across the 
spectacular Trinity Inlet to the surrounding 
mountains.

Front deck
First impressions count!  A fully covered 
space with direct access to coach/taxi 
arrivals areas, the ‘Front Deck’ is the 
perfect space to start to your event!  
Welcome your guests with pre function 
drinks, music or live entertainment before 
entering the Terminal.

Gardens
Cairns is best known for its outdoor 
attractions and activities, events now 
enjoy the same luxury!  The Gardens 
feature an open design and pathways lined 
with historical markings forming a subtle 
structure for your outdoor ‘festival’ event 
or pockets of local artwork for moments of 
contemplation.

Terminal

Wharf 
Deck

Green Rooms (upstairs)

Breezeway



1942
No. 6 Wharf 
constructed

1942
No. 6 Wharf 
constructed

1950
Pineapple 
Cannery

1953
Trinity Bay dredge

1955
Assisted Migrants

VENUE AT A GLANCE 
•	 Climate	Control

•	 Polished	concrete	floors

•	 All	original	exposed	framework	and	roofing

•	 Double	end	access	to	venue

•	 Undercover	Coach	and	Taxi	bays

•	 3	phase	power

•	 Data	and	15amp	outlets	in	floor

•	 TV	Reception

•	 Green	Rooms

•	 Undercover	pre-event	area’s

•	 Wireless	Access

•	 Hearing	Aid	Loop

•	 Restroom	Facilities

•	 Floor	rating	is	4.0kPa	or	400kg/m2 (working load)

•	 The	maximum	working	wheel	load	limit	is	400kg	
(working load)

•	 Bottom	chord	of	the	trusses	can	accommodate	 
a 600kg vertical working load at a point, spread  
over both timbers of the bottom chord.

•	 Typical	maximum	noise	levels	dB(A)	110

•	 Pre-entry	and	exit	clean

•	 Rubbish	removal	-	2	x	1.5m3 skip bins

•	 24hr	hire	period

Green Rooms
Happy staff and entertainers make for a 
brilliant event!  The venue has 3 ‘Green 
Rooms’ all with air-conditioning and of 
varying sizes to ensure your guests aren’t 
the only people having fun!

              Terminal  Breezeway

 Full Half Third

Banquet (max people) 500 280 170 120

Cocktail (max people) 900 500 400 350

Area 930m2 460m2 270m2 240m2

Bookings subject to Cruise Ship visitation. Bookings for dates 12 months or more in advance cannot be confirmed until 
finalisation of the Cruise Ship schedule for the calendar year to which the booking relates. 

Exclusive of – safety fencing (where Wharf Deck usage is included in the venue hire), security (requirements advised  
by Ports North upon booking), venue co-ordination by Ports North during the event and any other unforseen charges.  
For events exceeding 800 people, additional toilet facilities will be required.

Front Deck

Gardens



1964
Bulk Sugar 
Terminal 
constructed

1974
Trinity Bay retired

1977
Maize Auger

1969
Container 
Terminal

1990 
Cyclone Joy



SERVICE	PROVIDERS
The venue operates as a ‘Dry Hire’ facility whereby all additional 
requirements for your function are to be supplied by a service 
provider (eg tables, chairs, catering and equipment, staging etc).  
To ensure a successful planning process and best use of the venue, 
Cairns Cruise Liner Terminal has assembled a ‘Panel of Providers’.   
All providers have been ‘inducted’ by venue management and 
provide excellent services in the areas of:

Catering

All caterers on the Panel of Providers have extensive off-site 
catering experience. Off-site catering is a speciality in itself. 
Providing a world class dish from a satellite kitchen and delivering 
the highest quality to over 500 people in a building more than 100 
years old - that’s talent!  

Audio	Visual

Light and sound – turning an occasion in to an event!   
A spectacular canvas needs little assistance to the untrained eye, 
yet even so, a strategically placed light can make it shine more 
brightly.  When it comes to sound, every venue is different and  
our providers know the intimate secrets of the venue to ensure 
very best sound and timbre.  

Event Management

From start to finish, successful event management is in the detail. 
The Panel of Event Management organisations possess these 
qualities and look forward to bringing your occasion to life at  
the Cairns Cruise Liner Terminal.

1994
Cityport 

1998
Cyclone Wave 
Barrier around 
Cairns

2000
Heritage values 
recognised

2010
Cruise Liner 
Terminal



The Cairns Cruise Liner Terminal, a proud Ports North venue.

Cnr Wharf and Lake Street, Cairns Qld 4870 Australia

Phone 07 4052 3888

Fax 07 4052 3853

Email enquiries@cairnscruiselinerterminal.com.au

Web www.cairnscruiselinerterminal.com.au

A CAIRNS CRUISE LINER TERMINAL
B Cairns Convention Centre
C Pullman Cairns International
D Pullman Reef Hotel
E Hilton
F Harbour Lights
G Pacific International Hotel
H Shangri-La Hotel


