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MEDIA RELEASE 
RYAN CATHOLIC COLLEGE SENIORS HAVE BEEN SPARQ-ED  

Ryan Catholic College, Kirwan students were given the opportunity to be part of a unique educational 

facility in Brisbane over the July school holidays. The University of Queensland and Queensland’s 

Department of Education established the SPARQ-ed Program (Students Performing Advanced 

Research Queensland), which aims to promote excellence and innovation in biological and biomedical 

education by delivering world-class specialist programs to Queensland school students and their 

teachers.  

Two Year 12 Ryan Catholic College students Riley Moody and Aimee-Rose Castledine were involved 

with the immersion experience sponsored by Mater Research and featured a project from the 

laboratory of Dr Felicity Davis, Mater Research UQ. The research project focused on cell death 

mechanisms involved in normal breast development. This research project was to assess new antibody 

markers of breast development on mouse mammary tissue from different stage of development using 

immunohistochemical and immunofluorescence microscopy. The group found one of the new 

antibody markers produced an outcome that has open an avenue of investigation for Dr Davis’ lab. 

Riley Moody said that he felt very fortunate to be a part of the immersion experience. "It was a once in 

a lifetime opportunity, where I got to see what a career in scientific research would be like." 

The second Immersion undertook research of Dr Andrew Brooks’ laboratory from The University of 

Queensland Diamantina Institute. The project investigated a defective cell growth control in leukemia. 

The programs are based on a model that brings together personnel and expertise from the education 

and scientific research communities. Three Year 12 students, Hailey Bertucci, Caitlin Hibbet and 

Alexandra Smith, were fortunate to be selected to participate. 

Caitlin Hibbet said that she gained a great deal of insight into biomedical research from her 

experience. “I learnt so much about the signalling pathways for cell proliferation and the 

thrombopoietin receptor. Overall, it was a great experience and developed my knowledge and 

understanding of the biomedical field.” 

Student participation was made possible through the generous support of Lions Club Scholarships 

which enabled students to have travel and accommodation costs covered.  
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