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This year has been anything but ordinary. Undertaking schooling differently, 
that is learning from home, accompanied by up to 12 COVID-19 plans that 
need to be adhered to upon their return, has been challenging. However 
different doesn’t necessarily equate to bad, it has also presented  
opportunities. Three examples in recent times, has been the introduction of 
Boarder’s mass back on site on a Tuesday afternoon. Old boys would be 
pleased the amphitheatre is the site for our weekly masses, which has been 
very special for our boys. The second was the change of format for our  
valedictory day that included among other variations, a whole community 
guard of honour. This was well received by both our graduating students as 
well as their parents. COVID-19 has also created the environment where  
everyone’s skill set was accelerated, both staff and students, to work  
remotely and remain connected. This has been a positive for the community, 
where distance or absence for school doesn’t necessarily mean a  
disengagement with their learning.   

The year also marked the passing of two very significant members of our 
community – Mr Maurie Webb and Br Frank Pottinger. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank 
Br Kevin for his endless energy and enthusiasm 
in maintaining our connection with our past stu-
dents and our wonderful and rich history. He is a 
remarkable man and we had the pleasure last 
week to show our appreciation by inviting him to 
partake in a helicopter flight across the coast 
with old boy Cody Ford. His reaction of climbing 
into the helicopter to discover there were no 
doors was priceless. After the initial fear, he  
reported that he thoroughly enjoyed the  
experience, a first for him. 

So as we move into advent, I would like to wish 
everyone a peace filled Christmas and a time to  
relax and enjoy the company of family and friends. 

God bless 
Robert Corboy 

Cody Ford and  

Br Kevin at the helm  

of the chopper. 
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Terry and Rosemary Hansen have decided to 

retire from Boarding after twenty-two years 

of extraordinary service at St Brendan’s.  

Terry’s decision to retire was prompted 

somewhat by recent ill health, some  

COVID-19 inspired reflection and by reaching 

retirement age. He now wishes to spend a 

little more time on the sideline rather than 

being at the helm of a Team and a Residence. 

It came as rather a surprise, but Terry has now turned 65 and most wise 

people retire when that milestone has been reached! 

Terry has been something of an icon at St Brendan’s for many years. He 

and Rosemary have cared for hundreds of young men from all over  

Central Queensland and beyond and have done their best to offer a 

Family away from Home approach to all under their care by giving them 

the needed support to adjust through their schooling  at St Brendan’s. 

Terry well understood this as he too was a boarder from a far sheep  

station, Wahroong, Isisford from 1969 to 1971. 

At Brendan’s Terry applied himself to his studies and sporting activities 

achieving high achievements in the Public Exams at the time. and  

represented the College in the First X111. After graduating he returned 

home Wahroong to assist the family and later joined Bank of N.S.W. in 

Blackall. Football continued in his life, when he moved to Brisbane, play-
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ing for Souths. It was here Rosemary came into his life. 

In 1983 the Hansen Family moved to Yeppoon. Their son, Brett, was  

enrolled at the College from 1993 graduating 1997. In 1998 both Terry 

and Rosemary began boarding duties at St Brendan’s in Hogan and then 

House Parents of the McKennariey Residence. 

 

It was at this time Maurie Webb, Old Boy Foundation Member, 1940 

succeeded in getting Terry to coach the Yeppoon Sea Gulls achieving 

great success. In 1995 as coach of the Rugby League Under 16s Terry  

won St Brendan’s first Coco Cola Cup in Sydney. In 2002 Terry became 

the coach of the First X111. In this role he ensured that the reputation of 

the College as the “nursery” of Queensland Rugby League, was well 

founded. On his recommendation many famed International and State 

Representatives were accepted in N.R.L Clubs, where the foundations 

laid at Brendan’s, were built upon. These include at international level 

Matt Scott and Ben Hunt  and the N.R.L. level such players Peter J. 

Marsh, Corey Oates, Jake Granville, Kurt Mann, Jamie Simpson, Danny 

Bampton, Darren Mapps, Tom Hewitt, Tom Humble and Harry Grant, to  

First Xlll 2015 Confraternity Shield Champions 
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name a few. Since 2002 St Brendan’s Coach Terry Hansen, has won 8  

Confraternity Shields and 16 Interschool Finals. 

Terry offered more in his role as Master of McKennariey and Coach of First 

X111.  He was able to foster a wonderful relationship with the  

students and later Old Boys.  At Old Boys’ Reunions and other social  

occasions, he was well remembered. He could always tell a good story or 

share a yarn never allowing its quality to be lessened by the truth!  

In preparation for the College Rodeos Terry often helped muster cattle from 

out West, had them trucked and then acted as ring master on the day.   

In the Jubilee Celebrations of 1990 the theme for morning Assembly at the 

end of the Term was ‘Country Western’ and it was alleged that  that 

“Cowboy Terry” rode his horse into Chapel to the cheering of the students! 

True! 

Overheard: “You’ve won, now get the horse out of here!” 

In Show Case (Red Faces) he was known to assist some struggling ‘Cool Kids’ 

to save face, by assisting in the singing. On every Football trips it was  

Terry providing sage advise to players. 
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common practice, as a binding practice for the footballers to sing with 

him “Walk the line” Johnny Cash. 

On school days it was common practice during the breaks in class Terry 

would be seen, with bin and paper grabber, wondering the yard picking 

up rubbish. It was his demonstration to everyone that all had a stake in 

everything involving the College life. 

Terry and Rosemary 

have been deeply in-

vested in the Brendan’s  

Community. Terry is an 

Old Boy of the College 

as his son, Brett and 

now his grandson, Jet 

now in year 10. Few 

families have given as 

much to the College as 

the Hansens. The Col-

lege Community is enor-

mously indebted to both 

Terry and Rosemary and 

offer sincere thanks and 

appreciation for their 

dedication and service 

over so many years.  

There is a strong hope 

and expectation that they will continue to be familiar faces on the  

campus for many years to come. 

Rosemary still has a daytime job in the Administration but resides in 

Yeppoon. 

Terry, grandson Jett and Rosemary Hansen. 
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On Wednesday 18 November 2020, Old Boy Ashwin Acharya was ordained 
at as a Deacan in the Cathedral in Rockhampton. This is the final step before 
being ordained a priest.  His story follows. 

My name is Ashwin Emmanuel Acharya. I was born in Canberra on 
22nd October 1991, the youngest in a family of four: my father Raj, mother 
Angela, and brother Rajat (four years my senior). By 1996 the Acharyas had 
come to Yeppoon. There, I enjoyed a happy childhood full of fun and  
friendships. 
 
Our family always had a wholesome rhythm of prayer and worship: each 
day commenced and concluded in prayer; mealtimes always began with 
grace; and worshipping at Sunday Mass was as certain as the rising of the 
sun. We belonged to the Sacred Heart Parish of Yeppoon, where Fr Bryan 
Hanifin was our parish priest. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Acharya Family. 
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I enjoyed serving at Mass as a child. I have happy memories and some  
lifelong friendships from my days at Sacred Heart Primary School. After 
Sacred Heart (and one year at St Anthony’s, Rockhampton), I joined my 
brother at St Brendan’s College, Yeppoon. My five years at SBC were  
precious and continue to be a consoling grace to draw on today. 

After graduating in 2008, I had some prominent gifts which shaped the 
years which followed: I had become a proficient boxer, a budding  
singer-songwriter, and I decided to remain involved with the Sacred Heart  

Parish community and some of its outreach ministries, such as the St  
Vincent de Paul Sacred Heart Conference in Yeppoon. I also commenced a 
Bachelor of Learning Management for Primary Education at Central 
Queensland University, Rockhampton, having been inspired by my mother 
Angela. Eventually I was offered a job at St Ursula’s College, a part time 
contract in Campus Ministry and a part time contract to teach  
Mathematics. This was a special grace to have received. It was an  

Deacons in Rockhampton 
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enjoyable, but also challenging, time. As the next 18 months passed, it be-
came clear that my energy was more naturally put into ministry rather 
than to teaching in the classroom. 

As fate would have it, I experienced a call to the Priesthood while on the 
job, supervising children at an ACTS camp and overhearing the presenter 
speak about his job with Vocation Brisbane. Frs Noel Milner and Raj  
Kodavatikanti were there at the time. From here on, all my energies and 
intentions – whether musical, faith, career or otherwise – seemed to find a 
singular focus: boxing somehow lent itself to ministry with young  
people; music was used to advocate and to raise funds for Vinnies or for 
Drought Relief in the Far West of our Diocese; my involvement in the Par-
ish and in the St Ursula’s community became a seamless work for God. My 
diligent discernment of the Priesthood happened quite quickly – within 
about six months, meeting Brisbane Vocations Director Fr Morgan Batt and 
becoming a part of the Canali House programme alongside a handful of 
other discerners. I was greatly supported from the outset by Bishop Mi-
chael, and by the whole Diocesan family who progressively became aware 
and involved in my journey to the Seminary. 

L-R Ashwyn, Francis Fernandes (Brisbane), Fr Frank Jones (Vice Rector), Brian Redondo 

(Toowoomba), Jack Ho (Brisbane) William Leo Aupito-Iuliano (Brisbane) 

https://prod005-au.sz-cdn.net/rokcatholic/media/991/201027061118405/600x347/ashwin_2.jpg
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The Seminary has been a tremendous space of learning who I am and 
who we are in light of our God’s unfathomable love for each of us – a learn-
ing which is in no way exhaustive but which will continue from here ever 
after.  

My experience at the Seminary has seemed to be a kind of microcosm of 
an entire life. As strange as it may sound, I feel as though after entering the 
Seminary at 22 years of age, I journeyed from a kind of infancy through a 
recalcitrant adolescence and a disenchanted mid-life to, finally, a kind of 
aged wisdom, and all in the space of six years! I recently celebrated my 
29th birthday… feeling a little bit like an old man, at least in comparison to 
when I entered. Obviously, I will be the youngest in the Rockhampton  
Presbyterate for the time being. In any case, the formative years at Holy 
Spirit Seminary have been a wonderful gift, and I am thankful for  
everything, not least of all the immense generosity of our formators, and 
also for the deep friendships which developed between seminarians,  
especially my own classmates, Francis, Will, and Jack, and also Peter 
Doherty, currently in the Discipleship Phase of his Seminary journey. I thank 
God that he and I had this year to enjoy as brother seminarians, before the 
lifetime we look forward to as brother priests in Rockhampton. 

 

 

L-R Fr Matthew Moloney, Fr Pius, Ashwin Acharya, Br Kevin Smith and Robert Corboy. 
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My own family continues their journey in God’s grace, too. My parents 
continue their careers in Yeppoon, and my brother, now happily married 
with a wife and two little girls, diligently furthers his own career, vocation 
and mission in the field of Philosophy. I love my family very much, each 
member particularly for the ways in which they unknowingly glorify God, 
for who they are and for the love that they continue to shower on me. I 

am extremely proud and humbled to 
be an Acharya. 

My hopes and aspirations for the  
future are simple: I want fruitful-
ness and peace in the lives of all 
God’s people, myself included. And I 
hope that I can support many in their 
journeys of faith, to experience this 
more and more. I have become  
sceptical of any “silver bullets” in the 
church which promise to solve all our 
problems. I don’t think there is any 
such thing. Rather, I feel that God has 
lavished us His beloved children with 
countless gifts of infinite merit, and 
we are called to put these to the  
service of the Gospel forever and  
always, and thus be made fruitful 
branches on the Vine that is Christ 
the Lord. I am excited by the thought 
of doing this for the rest of my 
life with you. 

At some point, this has to hit you: the 
God who created, ordered and sustains the whole cosmos, the God “in 
whom we live and move and have our being” (Acts 17:28), loves us 
with all of the awesome and terrible power that is implied by being God. 
What can our response to this be, if not only to fall into that love? I can’t 
think of anything else. 

Ashwin Acharya    
www.facebook.com/ashwineacharya  

Deacon Vestment  

http://www.facebook.com/ashwineacharya
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Correspondence: 

Terina Hagger 

My name is Terina Hagger, I am emailing you this morning from Bris-
bane about my grandfather Augustine Toban, a Papua New Guinean 
national, part of the Year 12 cohort, who graduated in 1968. He is cur-
rently going through a tough time with the recent loss of his wife. This 
year would have been their 46th wedding anniversary. He remains in 
the village of Toma in East New Britain, Papua New Guinea and has 
never been back to St Brendan’s College since graduating. Despite the 
challenges of not returning, He loves sharing his lifelong memories 
about his schooling journey with his family in the village. I remember 
him telling me about how they got caught shooting birds at school. He 
also taught us the war cry. I think it is an understatement to say, that 
he 'just loved' St Brendan’s. St Brendan’s College holds a special place 
in my grandfather's heart, and I feel like St Brendan’s will give him 
hope and strength during this challenging time in his life. I kindly ask if 
there is any school merchandise that I could purchase to bring back 
for him.  

Kevin Smith 

Terina, thanks for your email about your Grandfather Augustine  
Toban.  It just happens that I was in Vuvu at the same time as your 
Grandfather in the 1960s. I have shown your mail to the person in 
charge of the Old Boys’ News-Letter and with your permission wishes 

1963 – 1968
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to publish it in the next issue.  As I checked his mailing address, I find 
it is not current for the newsletter. There will be a lot of catching up. 

Terena Hagger 

I told my grandfather about your response to my email and he has 
written something about his time at St Brendan's that he would like to 
share. I provide the following: 

HELLO!!  

My name is Augustine Peter Toban. Close friends call me Tino. I 
come from New Guinea, from Kokopo, East New Britain, one of the 
20 Provinces of Papua New Guinea.  

I am a product of the Christian Brothers, sons of Edmund Rice. I arrived in 
Brendan’s in 1963 and left in 1968 after completing my Gr 12 there.  

Stepping back a bit, I was born on 1st 
June 1950, the second of 9 children. 
My father was a carpenter and driver 
for the Parish priest, who had to  
minister to three sub-parishes  
comprising Gunanba parish. Mother 
was a simple village woman, who 
took her work seriously in raising 9 
children. My primary schooling  
started in Gunanba, then continued 
at the Christian Brothers school at St 
Mary’s Vuvu. I started there in 1957, when the headmaster was Br Lambert.  
Br Calapedes replaced him and then Br Louisson.   

It was Br. Louisson, who had a very hard time trying to convince me, that 
winning a Goodwill Scholarship to go to school in Australia was a good thing. 
It was 1962, I was 12, had just completed my Grade 7 and was enjoying my 
Christmas holidays in the village, when he came for me to accompany him to 
Vuvu, so I could get on the plane to Port Moresby the very next day. It was 
all a bit rushed for me, so I promptly went into the bush.  

To cut a very long story short, my father mobilised my relatives to wait, grab 
me, lock me in a room, and bring me to Br Louisson the very next day in time 

The Tobin Family 
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 for the flight.  

I arrived at ST Brendan’ College in 1963 with late John Munnul from Banz in 
the Highlands and John Kasaipwalova from the Trobriand Islands. We were 

pleasantly surprised to find that there were oth-
er Papua New Guineans already at the school. 
They helped our transition from a village culture 
and mentality.  

Things that stood out for me was the proud  
tradition of sports in the curriculum: rugby,  
athletics, swimming, tennis and cricket. I realized 
this was a foundation that made Australia a 
sporting nation. The Brendan’s war cry was the 
envy of other schools. The foot-thumping and 

Aboriginal names of “nulla-nulla boomerang wattle waratah” had deep 
meaning. It made me proud to be a Brendanite. Old boys identified them-
selves with it because it was unique.  

The Tobin Family 

The Brendan’s  

war cry was  

the envy  

of other schools.  
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I have a grandson now who is named Brendan. As 
his father is a sailor, it is appropriate to be named 
after a patron of sailors.  

My life at Brendan’s would not be complete  
without mentioning one of the silly things that I 
did. Here in the village we grow up with a 
“hunting” mentality. I loved the parrots  
screeching and sucking dew from the gum trees 
every morning. One morning the temptation was 
too great. I picked up a rock, threw it and was 
surprised when one of the parrots came down. Br 
Maher, our English drama teacher had seen me, 

so during Monday assembly I was put in front of 
the school and he dramatized: “Last week there were many birds in the 
trees, this week there are no birds!” 

I am forever grateful to my best mate Steve Malone for keeping in touch. He 
and his wife Elizabeth and family are close to ours. In 2015, he decided to 
come and visit me despite all the warnings, that PNG was on constant “war 
zone” alert. He came, stayed for a week, took a mile of photos of huge  
banana trees, tall coconut trees and Mt Tavurvur which erupted and  
devastated Rabaul, including Vuvu, in 1994.  

During mid- term holidays at Yeppoon we used to go out to Yaraka in the 
outback. His parents, Jim and Peggy Malone, kept the Yaraka Pub. I also 
went out with Michael Franettovich to his Dad’s sugarcane farm and also 
went with Pat Connolly to his Dad’s dairy farm. One day we got two horses, 
rode out to an isolated spot and camped for the night. Something spooked 
the two horses in the night. They were not there in the morning. Poor Pat, 
he had to go look for them. No more camps after that! 

I left Brendan’s in 1968, went to University, graduated with a Bachelor of 
Economics and worked in Treasury from 1973 to 1977. I worked in the Loans 
Section where our job was to seek and negotiate loans to supplement the 
Government Budget. I met my future wife in 1973 and got married in 1974. 
In our 45 years of marriage, we raised 6 children and so far, have 17  
grandchildren. My wife Lambertine passed away last week. May she rest in 
peace (RIP). 

Baby Brendan 
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I’m now over 70 and God willing will live to see a few more grandchildren 
before He gives me the bucket and shows me where to kick, ha-ha!! I 
would like to end my Brendan’s story by thanking all those, who had a 
hand in my education and development in my six years at St Brendan’s 
College:- Br McSweeney (principal), Br Ziezing (principal), Br Lynch (my 
athletics coach) Br Maher (English teacher), Anton Schick (German lan-
guage teacher), Br Pottinger (1968 Rugby Coach) Br Walsh (distribute 
cream buns and lamingtons in afternoons), Br McGrath. I am also grateful 
for the opportunity to have met mates like Gene ‘Banjo’ Patterson, Trevor 
Upton, Ron Casey and others of the 1963/64 class.  
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Steve Malone visit in 2015 at Vunabalbal 

The Tobin Family with Grandchildren Wife Lambertine and I - 2019 
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On the 3rd November Mass was celebrated by Fr. Mathew Moloney and Fr. 
Pius Jones for the Boarding Students in the old outdoor Theatre. This had 
been the first Mass for the Boarders for 2020!  It was rather strange  
because the College Chapel was only fifty metres away. According to the 
Covid-19 restrictions the College was permitted to have full school  
assemblies but no Mass except in an open area. 

The Outdoor Theatre dates back to the late 1960s and became a popular 
spot on Saturday nights for the showing of the latest movies until  
television took over in the 90s. Speech Day was held here for the first time 
1968 providing seating for 300 with additional viewing areas on the grassy 
banks. The retaining wall viewed in the photo had been erected the  
previous year by a large squad of students.  In the 1973 Speech Day the 
guest speaker was Dr Alan Agnew, old boy from 1949-52 era. The Theatre 
continued to be used until 1978, when the area near the Swimming Pool 
became popular unless rain necessitated the move to the Chapel.  

On 23 February 2015 “Cyclone Marcia” hit causing severe damage to the 
area and for the safety of the students the Theatre was no longer used until 
November 3rd this year.  
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Mass in the open Outdoor Theatre was celebrated each Tuesday in the late 
afternoon until the end of the school year. A plan is to upgrade the whole 
area to its former glory. 

Mass at the Amphitheatre  

Below: Mrs Bradshaw in speech after a presentation to recognise her service to Boarding 

and Boarders ready to break into the Brendan's war cry in honour of Mrs Bradshaw. 
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Leesa Bongers of Biloela and Paul Feeney. 

1957—Captain of 3 cadet Battalions 

Rifle Team, Sgt Paul Feeney of St 

Brendan's College , receives the con-

gratulations of a rival captain on win-

ning the Allen & Stark Trophy for 

Queensland cadets Interschool Shoot. 

Paul is an Old Boy from 1956-57 era and hails from Bundaberg. He represent-
ed the College, apart from doing Senior, in the 1st X111, Senior Champion 
Gymnast and Capt.  3 Cadet Battalion Rifle Team winning the Allen and Stark 
Trophy in the State Inter-Service Shoot. Paul has kept in touch at the annual 
Brisbane luncheon each year. This year he would had a good story to tell but 
for the Covid-19 restrictions.  

Paul is part of a team, including Colin Boyce, State Member for Callide and 
Leesa Bongers of Biloela, at the formative stages trying to organize a Central 
Queensland Long Walk, incorporating the Expedition National Park through to 
the end of Carnarvon Ranges. Recently, they had a great time checking out 
the National Park and the gorges for a promotional video for work. This can 
be seen on Colin Boyce’s Facebook.  In time it is hoped the walk will be open 
to the public.  

Leesa, has her connection to SBC , being married to Tim Bongers (SBC 1978-
82) with their son Mace  (SBC 2012-14) also an Old Boy. They run their prop-
erty ‘Glencairn’ in Biloela. 
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Staff and students of St Brendan’s College congratulate and welcome the 
following gentlemen in their roles as Captains for 2021.  
 

College Captain in Waiting - Boronggai (Michael) Young 
College Vice Captain in Waiting - Jesse Laverty 
Boarding Captain in Waiting - Kenrick Treadwell 
 

The boys were awarded their roles at the Co-Curricular Awards 21 October 
2020. As you would be aware both Students and teaching staff vote in the 
process, so it is a credit to each of the boys being held in such high esteem 
by their peers.  
 

We wish them well 
in their roles.  

Image L-R  

Kenrick Treadwell,  

Jesse Laverty and  

Boronggai (Michael) 

Young 
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St Brendan’s Agricultural Science offering continues to grow despite the year we 

have had in 2020. Our very strong cattle show team was only presented very early 

in the year at the Inaugural Brangus youth show which several of our students 

took part in prior to the start of the school year. I caught up with old boy Mark 

Brown (SBC 2000), who is now starting his own children off in the show cattle  

arena. Apart from a couple of virtual shows our cattle club has continued to look 

forward to preparing cattle for the Beef Expo in Rockhampton and the 2021 show 

season.  

The 2021 show team have been complimented by the kind donation of cattle 

from two of our current families – The Christie Family from Blackwater (Cooper 

Year 10 and Sam Year 8) and the Dunne family from Biloela (Declan Year 7). These 

donations were welcome and will make a huge difference next year. 

We did however have a very successful paddock to plate enterprise by converting 

the show steers, as they got to the desired weight into meat packs, which was 

then sold back to SBC staff. The meat packs were professionally prepared by 

Monto meats at Monto and the staff who have taken advantage of the program 

have enjoyed excellent quality beef. 
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A fixed time artificial breeding program has been implemented again this year and 

our small breeder herd have been inseminated with various European breeds to 

provide educational opportunities for students next year and some more quality 

home bred cattle for the show team.    

The first sheep at St Brendan’s will arrive in January 2021 with the purchase of six 

stud Border Leicester ewes and a flock ram. Students have prepared a sheep  

paddock and the night yard and we are looking forward to adding practical sheep 

husbandry to the curriculum offering.  

Genetics are in focus as the students are involved in chicken breeding and cross 

breeding. The school now boasts are small flock of purebred Plymouth Rock hens 

and Light Sussex hens. With the use of Malay Game and Transylvanian Naked Neck 

roosters and the school incubator fertile eggs of both pure breeds and the cross 

breeds will be hatched over the Christmas break to provide chickens for various 

student activity in 2021. 

Other areas of development in the near future are the planting of a small  

macadamia orchard with a variety of bush tucker trees in 2021. The macadamias 

have all been propagated at school over the past twelve months. Native bee hives 

will be introduced to not only compliment the macadamia orchard but the  

educational opportunities. 

Old Boy Trevor Dunne (SBC 1975) very kindly allowed a group of 2020 seniors and 

their chainsaws to his property “Walbury” at Duaringa, where they cut a truckload 

Bill Oram with SBC stock.           SBC Breeders. 
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of lance wood rails, which will be utilised to continue improvements in the stock 

yards during 2021. Bill Oram (SBC 1979)  Head of Agriculture 

 

 

 

L-R Current SBC  students: Cooper Christie Yr 
10 and Ben Moran Yr 11  with Old Boy Ryan 
Walker 2000 from Miriam Vale and his two 

Images from the Walbury Timber Cutting Exercise. 
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2020 continued to see the wider effect of the SBC rodeo program on the 
Australian rodeo scene.  

This year we had incredible excitement and interest in studying at St 
Brendan’s and pursuing the sport of rodeo. Students came from as far as 
the York Pennisula in South Australia, the Northern Territory and from 
Mitchell, Cloncurry, Injune and other far flung parts of Queensland. 

We began with a flourish and a great rodeo school at the Great Western 
Hotel with Instructors Jason Mara (2019 PBR and Australian Team  
member) and Stuart Frame (SBC old boy).  

Practice at the Great Western Hotel continued on Wednesday nights until 
the Corona lockdown and unfortunately have not started back up again to 
date. Some practice nights we had over 30 young cowboys travelling to 
Rocky each week.  

Cowboys from SBC competed well at the Jambin Bullarama just a few days 
before the state was locked down. It was noticeable that there were  
plenty of current SBC cowboys competing alongside SBC rodeo old boys. It 
was good to get out into SBC heartland Jambin and see old boys such as 
Geoff Maynard (SBC 1978). 

Post Corona the rodeo scene got going with a fantastic youth rodeo at Mt 
Morgan in the September school holidays. Plenty of support from SBC 
cowboys saw great rides from current SBC cowboys such as Ben Bode 
(Biloela), Finn Crinion (Miriam Vale) Jacob Carige (Rockhampton), Jimmy 
McClelland (Jericho) and Dawson Foden (Moura). All our cowboys  
acquitted themselves extremely well. 

Other rodeos represented by SBC cowboys in the latter part of the year 
included Mt Morgan annual rodeo; where SBC cattle club members  
assisted the committee in the back yards and I ran into old boys Mark 
Brown (SBC 2000) and Trevor Dunne (SBC 1975), Nebo and Darlarnal.  
Darlarnal rodeo ran a double series and SBC cowboys did extremely well 
with notable performance was Ben Moran (Yeppoon ex Dulacca) taking 
out the overall Rookie bull ride trophy and the Junior Bull on the second 
night. Aspiring young cowboys Harry Brand (Injune) and Riley Triplett 
(Yeppoon ex South Australia) had great rides on the night. I had a great 
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catch up with oldboy Ryan Walker Miriam Vale (SBC 2000) who is now going 
round the rodeo scene with his sons. 

I have to mention the PBR and the exciting night in Rockhampton where I 
watched great old boys Aaron Kleier (2020 PBR Australian Champion), Brady 
Fielder (4th in the Australian PBR) (SBC 2017), Jackson Gray (SBC 2018 in 9th 
place), Mitch Paton (Nebo) and Josh Kavanagh (Yeppoon) all ride.  

We finished the year running a couple of Saturday practice days at school 
after a lot of hard work getting past Corona, insurance and safety protocols. 
These practice days could not have happened without the support of Peter 
Corrie from Jardine supplying great young practice bulls. We also had  
support from old boys such as Logan Beak (SBC 2019) and Lawson Jeynes 
(SBC 2018). 

I am looking forward to the 2021 rodeo season which will kick off with a  
Rodeo school on school grounds on the second week of term one 2021. 

Bill Oram (SBC 1979) Rodeo Coordinator  

Bill Oram , Head of Department—Agriculture ran into Old Boy Ryan Walker at the 
Darlarnal Rodeo in November.  
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Images from the last practice in November 
 for the Rodeo Club. 
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L to R Bill Oram (SBC 1979), Josh Burridge (SBC 2000) and Mark Brown (SBC 2000) 
This image was taken at the Wowan Show 2019 but never made it to publishing.. 
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Sport was conducted in a  somewhat abridged version this year due to COVID –19 

but once it got into full swing many of the St Brendan’s College teams stepped up 

and were being extremely successful across a wide variety of sports. 

The Open Volleyball team won the Rockhampton and District competition while 

both the Junior and Senior Football teams tasted premiership success winning their 

respective competitions.  

All three of the Rugby 7s teams ran out convincing winners in the Inaugural SBC 

Rugby 7s Carnival, hosted at Brendan’s on November 14.  

The Senior Water Polo team also finished the year on a high with a resounding 15-6 

victory over the highly fancied Rockhampton Grammar School.  

Well done to all teams. 

Rugby 7s Carnival  - Winners Open  
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 Rugby 7s Carnival  - Winners Under 15 

Rugby 7s Carnival  - Winners Under 13 
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Junior and Senior Soccer teams tasted success this year. 
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Open Schoolboys Volleyball  Winning Team 

Senior Water Polo Team—District Winners 
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Past Old Boy Will Nixon  Ratcliffe Family 

Hutton Family 

Forbes Family 

Kelly Anders  

Hannan Family  
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We managed to visit a couple of townships this year... 

Brown Family Gilmour Family 

Sinclair Family 

Paul and Kendrick Treadwell 

Kerwick Family 

Treadwell Family with Fr Pius 



 36 

 

Congratulation to Aaron Kleier  - SBC 2011—2015  who recently took out 2020 PBR 

Australian Champion  and made history as the first rider to win three consecutive 

Australian Titles. Well done Aaron. Congratulations also go to Brady Fielder  who 

ended the year in 4th, another incredible achievement. We look forward to your 

action in 2021! 

Aaron in action in his SBC days. 
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In September the Reebok 2020 CrossFit Games saw Old Boy Bayden Brown finish 

11th in the World and 1st in Australia.  

The world renown CrossFit Games are the ultimate in proving the Fittest on Earth™ 

Since 2010, fans have watched the field of athletes who are national champions 

from over 120 countries competing for more than $2,300,000 in prize money.   

Bayden who is affiliated with CrossFit Townsville can be seen on multiple YouTube 

videos if you would like to see him in action. 

Well done to Bayden. What a machine!  

Front Row / 2nd  from the right.  Xlll Rugby League 2012 Championship Team. 
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Matthew Hill, current grade 11 student at St Brendan’s College has been 

signed to a 2-year Elite Player Development Contract with the Brisbane Bron-

cos. Mr Scott Minto, former NRL Bronco and Cowboys Player and current St 

Brendan’s First XIII Rugby League Head Coach escorted him and watched on 

as Matthew completed a number of tasks to test his fitness, strength and 

skills in the first meeting of the squad.  

The Elite Player Development (EPD) provides 20 leading students in Queens-

land the opportunity to train together regularly to upskill and learn from the 

Brisbane Broncos Elite staff. Supported by Construction Skills Queensland 

(CSQ), the EPD is designed to educate young Broncos players about all aspects 

of Rugby League, both on and off the field. Since its inception in 2006, it has 

played a crucial role in the recruitment structure of the Broncos producing a 

large number of players who make up the current NRL squad. 

We look forward to watching him progress. 

 

2020 2nd X111 Rugby League Team with Matthew Hill -  Back Second from the right. 
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2015 graduate Harry Grant lit up Suncorp Stadium mid November as he  
realized a boyhood dream by representing his state in rugby leagues most 
competitive arena.  
 

Harry who hails from Yeppoon played a starring role for Queensland in the 
series clinching State Of Origin match against old rivals the NSW Blues. In 
what could only be 
described as a 
10/10 perfomance, 
Harry scored a try 
and made several 
line breaks to help 
put the nail in the 
Blues coffin. 
 

An old boy of the 
College, Harry can 
be seen off season 
gracing the main 
field at SBC,  
running, passing 
and kicking balls in 
an effort to improve 
his game. Harry is a 
local through and 
through and credits 
part of his success to being a St Brendan’s College student. Having played 
his trade under the watchful eye of former First XIII coach Terry Hansen, his 
game went to new levels and ultimately provided the springboard he need-
ed to succeed. 
 

We are all looking forward to seeing more of Harry in both the NRL and 
State Of Origin series in future. The college community are very proud of 
what he has achieved in the game to date.  
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Kevin Keller  
Kevin Keller was awarded the highest scholastic accolade for 2020 for  
academic excellence, as Dux of the school having achieved the highest  
mark in Assessment in the Year 12 program of study.  

 
 

 
Baxter Gardiner  
Baxter Gardiner was awarded Year 12 
Vocational Education and Training (VET) 
Student of the Year.  This award is made 
possible in perpetuity, with gratitude to 
past Old Boy Mr Des Tabone who began 
honouring students in  
recognition of excellence in their chosen 
fields through his donations. 

Kevin Keller with Principal Rob Cor-

boy receiving the Dux Trophy. 

Baxter Gardiner with Principal Rob Corboy 

receiving his award. 
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What an honour for Old Boys to be watching their sons graduating and  
joining them, having the bonds of Belonging and Brotherhood that will unite 
those who were lucky enough to attend St Brendan's College. Following are 
images taken on Valedictory Day of fathers, sons and family in particular Old 
Boys that Br Kevin noted.   

Graduating Students and Old Boys present but without an image are as  
follows: 
Harrison Dennis , Darcy Dennis  SBC 1977-80 
Michael Reddiex, David Reddiex SBC 1980-81 
Tristan Barron, Steven Barron SBC 1989-93 

 

Valedictory Celebrations 
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2020 Seniors did a lap of honour through the College with their parents / guardians  

by their side, cheered on by their peers (above) before crossing over and walking the 

path to becoming Old Boys  below). 
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Second Row L—R  Victor Little, Debbie Little and Danny Little ( SBC 1991-95)  

Michael Guise (SBC 1981-82) and Louisa Guise. Graduating Student Michael 

Guise Jr not pictured.. 
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Taine Couper  

Josephine & 

Matthew Couper 

(SBC 1992-93)  

Christopher and Natalie Whiteman (SBC 1989-91)  Graduating student Nicholas 

Whiteman not pictured. 
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Matthew Callaghan (SBC 1982-86) with the Nezic Family- Alex, Sebastian,  

Dominic .and  Deb. Graduating student Grady Callaghan not pictured. 

L—R  Renee and Jeffry Howard (SBC 1985-89) Michael O’Keefe (SBC 1985-89)  

Graduating student Ty Howard  not pictured. 
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Grant Frankish (SBC 1992-98), Sandy Frankish and Lachlan Frankish  

Cassie Eden, Sam Eden , Shane Eden (SBC 1983-86)  
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L-R Peter Bartlett (Former SBC Staff) , Caleb Bartlett  and Cara Bartlett  

Terry Naredo (SBC 1987-91), Seth Naredo and Sandra Naredo  
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After 25 Years, Deb Condon has retired. She leaves a long legacy of support 

to the young men of St Brendan’s College.  Deb started at St Brendan’s when 

her sons attended here as a Teacher Support mum, helping the boys with 

reading and writing. Then she was offered a paid position as a Teacher Aide 

for Learning Support. In 2005 she started up the Responsible Thinking Centre 

(RTC) and was trained as an RTC facilitator. Deb continued this role for 10 

years helping our young men learn from their mistakes and encouraged 

them to make wiser choices with their behaviours in class. 

At the end of 2013 she was then given the position as Student Welfare 

Officer in the Counselling Centre in a part-time capacity, while still maintain-

ing the leadership of the RTC, doing half a day in each. During this time, she 

was able to use her counselling qualifications, alongside her grounded  

experience in helping students struggling with emotional difficulties and  

behavioural issues. At the end of that year she became unwell and was  

persuaded to retire at the end of the year, only to be offered the position of 

RTC Co-ordinator again in 2016 where she worked again for two years! 

Deb provided a non-judgemental support to find out what was really driving 

a student behaviours. Hundreds of boys from St Brendan’s remember their 

early days of multiple RTC visits and then Mrs Condon helping them learn 

from their behaviours and start to make wiser choices for themselves as 

they grew into the higher grades.  

The past two years saw Deb return to the Counselling Centre as Student 

Welfare Officer again and she has enjoyed helping students at a higher level 
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of counselling support for students struggling emotionally for various  

reasons; teaching strategies to help with anger management; being a  

mediator when running restorative practice with students in conflict, and 

assisting group support sessions to teach students social skills and increase 

understanding of how to be appropriate to their peers and others. 

Mrs Condon has been referred to as the Boy Whisperer and will be sadly 
missed at this College. She leaves us a legacy of how to respectfully interact 
with, teach and support students. She is fondly remembered by many of the 
‘naughty boys’ who she helped turn-it-around over their years here. 

We wish Deb all the very best for her retirement with her husband Pete. 

 

 

L-R Deb Condon , Old Boy Cody Ford of Capella, Br Kevin Smith and Leah Ampo 
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Sue Bradshaw has been the face of the boarding office for most of her life 
working at St Brendan’s since April 1989.  Sue was employed by Principal  
Br Bob White  and started her career as a Secretary in the original  
Administration building, school side.   Br Dan McMahon became Principal 
after Br White moved on from this role, and he decided it was time for the 
Boarding Office to become the main point of contact for boarders, as it was 
in the early years at St. Brendan’s.  He employed Br Ben Fleming as the Head 
of Boarding who was assisted by Sue, where she found her niche for the  
remainder of her career.  Sue worked for many Heads of Boarding over a 
period of nearly 32 years and during that time assisted many boarders and 
their families through the ups and downs of boarding life.   

Sue has been a shining and guiding light in the main office and was always 
willing to jump in and help out to get 
jobs done.  She was a wonderful  
support to the Principal’s PA, acting in 
their absence.  Sue has seen many 
changes through her time at the  
college and has many stories to 
share.  Her commitment to the boys 
was phenomenal and they always 
showed her respect and gratitude.   

The good times have far outweighed 
the bad and the relationships that Sue 
formed throughout the years will  
remain with her forever.  Still today, 
Sue firmly believes that the mighty 
Green and Gold years are the best in 
the lives of our boarders. 

We thank Sue for her outstanding  
contribution to the operations of the 
college and wish her all the best in her 
retirement with Braddy.   

She will be missed. 
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We have no news of any recent reunions, with most of us in lock down  or boarders closed 

for the most part of the last six months. If you are planning an event please send us the 

details via email below and we can promote it for you  - marketing@sbc.qld.edu.au.  

Calling all Old Boys, current boys and future 

boys. 

Principal Mr Robert Corboy and Head of 
Boarding Father Pius will be calling by in the 
new year and always look forward to the 
opportunity to meet with families in the 
region. We hope that you are able to find 
time to have an informal chat and catch up. 
If you know of anyone who wishes to send 
their boy/s to St Brendan's this is a perfect 
time for them to come along and meet 
them.  Circle the following dates and watch 
for further information via our Facebook 
page or contact the College. 

Roma Country Dinner 14 February 

Charleville Country Dinner 15 February 

Cunamulla Country Lunch 16 February 

Quilpie Country Dinner 16 February 

Miles Country Dinner 17 February 

Clermont Country Dinner 18 March 

Moranbah Country Dinner 19 March 

Taroom Show 3-4 May 

Roma Show 6-8 May 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Theodore Show 10-11 May 

Charleville Show 13-15 May 

Callide Valley Show 14-15 May 

Longreach Show 15 May 

Clermont Show 25-26 May 

Springsure Show 28-29 May 

Barcaldine Country Dinner 28 May 

Longreach Country Dinner 29 May 

Winton Country Dinner 30 May 

AgGrow Emerald 24-26 June  

For updates check the website or our  

Facebook page. 

mailto:administration@sbc.qld.edu.au
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Join the Old Boys Foundation for the 5th Annual SBC Foundation Golf Day . For 

more information see the Old Boys Foundation Facebook Page. 

Venue:   Capricorn Resort, Yeppoon 

Date: Saturday, 23 January 2021  

Time: from 9:00am 

Game: Ambrose 

 

NEW MERCHANDISE  

ON SALE  

NOVEMBER 23  

Just in time for Christmas. 

SBC Foundation long-sleeved shirts  

are on sale at Nextra Yeppoon  

Central. 

Adult sizes S-5XL are $79.95.   

Excluding 4XL's  which have sold out 

in pre-sales. 

Kids' sizes 8-14 are $69.95. 

They'll go quick ... don't miss yours! 
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S 
tay in touch via the Bindi Eye.  
Have you got a story to tell? Achievements, Graduations,  
Marriages, Sporting Events, Reunions etc. All it takes is a page or 
two and a photo! Thank you to those Old Boys who have contribut-

ed to these pages and we encourage more of you to share with your fellow 
Old Boys. 

 

CONTACT us via Donna Prentice or Kylie Hedges at: 
Administration / Marketing: marketing@sbc.qld.edu.au 

 

We invite you, in-between publications, to keep up to date with news 
about the college by visiting our website www.stbrendans.qld.edu.au or 
our Facebook page / SBCYeppoon . To those who prefer a hard copy the 
postal mailing will continue. Please ensure your address is kept current.  
All updates can be sent to the above email address or mail address  
139 Adelaide Park Road, Yeppoon, 4703. 

 

Please note:  
We have been advised there has been a small amount  of confusion in rela-
tion to the Foundation and the Bindi Eye. The two are separate entities. 
The Bindi Eye Newsletter is compiled inhouse at St Brendan's College and is 
the compilation within, with an additional contribution to content of 
events  and news from the Foundation.  

The Foundation however is a separate not-for-profit organisation whose 
vision , motto and interests for past students and friends of the college can 
be reviewed on the previous page, alongside contacts and membership 
information. 

You do not need to be a member of the Foundation to receive the Bindi -
Eye. This is sent to all Alumni unless you notify us otherwise. 
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If you would like to contribute to the cost of the printing  and postage  of the 
Newsletter please forward any contributions to :  
St Brendan's College, 139 Adelaide Park Road, YEPPOON 4703. 

 

 

CREDIT CARD PAYMENTS 

Circle:   Visa  Mastercard Credit Card 

 
Number :    Expiry Date:    

 
Amount:     

 

Cardholders Name:      
 

Authorisation Signature:     
 

 

 

Update your details: 

Name:       

 

Address:       

 

Email:       

 

Phone:       
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Back in ‘71 the vehicles were services by C.K. Motors. If only they cost the 

same now. This tender hangs in the shed as a reminder of the good ol days. 

See page 56. 

For all correspondence, please email or write to Br Kevin Smith. 

E:  ksmith@sbc.qld.edu.au or marketing@sbc.qld.edu.au 

A: 139 Adelaide Park Road, Yeppoon, 4703. 

The St Brendan’s Community wish to remember with sincere gratitude the 

many deceased domestic staff for their years of faithfulness and dedicated 

service to the College and offer our prayers, support and expressions of sym-

pathy to their immediate families.  

 Anton SCHICK, Tony, son of Abagail & Tony Schick Sen-
ior (a police officer of Baralaba), was a proud Old Boy of 
the College and also the first lay teacher to be appointed 
at St Brendan’s College.  

He strongly believed in in St Brendan’s and the Rice-
an mission. For a time he was studying to become a 
Christian Brother, until he met his wife Joan.  
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Tony’s specialty was German language studies, his nephew Joseph tells us he 
can’t remember one family birthday without a rich baritone, rendition of:  
“Wie schön, dass du geboren bist, wir hätten dich sonst sehr vermisst…” 
Which translates to : It’s great that you were born. Otherwise we would 
have missed you very much. 
He is greatly missed.  
 

Lyn SCOFIELD was a long serving member of our 

College Community and for many years, 1996-

2008. I worked alongside her in the old kitchen in 

the original Hogan Building and in the new Water-

ford Dining Building. Lyn is remembered as being 

a very hard worker with a big heart dedicated to 

the wellbeing of the students in her care. Lyn died 

          after a short illness in Yeppoon on 16th Sept 2020.  

   

Shirley MOONEY also was a long serving staff member 

who worked in the Laundry and Cleaning Department for 

many years, 2002 to 2015.   She would be remembered 

for her cheerful presence and always ready to greet the 

people she met in her work. Shirley died unexpectedly on 

2nd October 2020 at the grand old age of 84 years.  

 

 

Brother Frank POTTINGER 

Frank grew up on a dairy farm outside Gympie and attended Gundiah  

Primary School and as a boarder at Christian Brothers Gympie.  After joining 

the Brothers in 1959 he attained his Bachelor of Education and Science  

Degrees at Queensland University and taught in many Brothers’ Colleges 

including Southport, Nudgee, Ipswich and Townsville.  Brother Frank first 
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came to St Brendan's in 1966 and was partly responsible for the building of 

the Log Cabin with the aid of the boys in their spare time. He returned again 

in 1975 and with help of the Seniors and Sub-Seniors students, converted 

the one-time 1940 Chapel into a modern, comfortable Common Room for 

the Senior Boys of the College, now attached to the present McKennariey 

Residence. The upper structure was once the old 1940 Chapel.  After the fire 

in the Senior Dormitory in 1959, it was moved to its present site. Apart from 

the above Brother Frank would well be well remembered for his ability and 

skill in teaching and as Sports-master par excellence! 

In 1998 Br. Frank returned again to St. Brendan's after many years at Ignatius 

Park, Townville. At this stage he was suffering 

from a debilitating illness forcing his retirement 

from teaching but was still active as the College 

mailman, gardener, tutor in Maths. During the 

day Frank worked as a remedial qualified mas-

sage therapist at CQ Physio in Yeppoon. Brother 

had trained as a therapist, while in Townsville 

and continued the practice in Yeppoon to keep 

the Parkinson’s disease at bay! In mid-June 

2012, for ever active, he was cleaning the car 

and had a fall and broke his collar bone.  Needing specialist care it necessi-

tated his transfer to Brisbane. For the next eight years Brother was to spend 

either in hospital or Carseldine Nursing Home Brisbane. Some students, 

while on the Music Tour in Brisbane during this period, would recall paying 

him a visit, which he always greatly appreciated.  

Brother Frank died peacefully on 6th November 2019 in Brisbane. He was 

held in high esteem by the many he cared for in his work at Yeppoon Physio 

and long remembered in the hearts of the students he taught over the years.   

 

 



 60 

 

 

 

John Frank BROUGHTON,  
SBC 1994-1995,  

death due to a motor vehicle accident at Aramac 27/5/2020 

Damien KING,  

SBC 1948-1949, originally from Clermont,  

died in Concord, Sydney 13/8/2020. 

Frank POTTINGER,  

Staff 1960s, 1970s, 1998- 2012,  

died in Brisbane 6/12/2019. 

Shirley MOONEY,  

Staff 2002-2015  

2/10/2020. 

Anton SCHICK,  

Staff and Old Boy  

died in Yeppoon 11/12/2020. 

Lyn SCHOLFIELD,  

Staff 1996-2008  

died in Yeppoon 16/9/2020. 


