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 SBC NEWS

Mr Robert Corboy, the 15th Principal in 
the College’s history has started this year 
at SBC with a new motto for students 
and the SBC community – Big paddock, 
strong fences – and with the College’s 
enormous 300-acre campus, it’s one that 
fits both physically and metaphorically. 

Mr Corboy, who arrived at the College after 
four years as Principal of Abergowrie College 
near Townsville and previously as Acting Dep-
uty Principal and Head of Boarding at Marist 
Brothers Ashgrove for 11 years, is a strong 
believer that as an educator of boys, students 
need to be given the opportunity to express 
themselves with clear boundaries in place.

His firm belief is they should be given the 
opportunity to express themselves, with 
space to grow as good young men with 
strong minds and gentle hearts, while know-
ing there are clear boundaries in place and 
high expectations for each student who 
is a member of the College community

Mr Corboys said he has been aware of St 
Brendan’s College throughout his career as a 

wonderful example of social justice in action, 
with a strong boarding school, and a beautiful 
spirit and charism and is extremely humbled 
by the welcome the College and local commu-
nity have given him since arriving in Yeppoon

As a College with a strong boarding history 
he is humbled by the sacred responsibility 
that boarding parents bestow on the Col-
lege, entrusting their child to the College-
for their care, nurturing and education.

He believes the success of any community is 
built on relationships, so he looks forward to 
travelling to our rural and regional areas to 
meet and catch up with our boarding fami-
lies and old boys in regional and local areas.

Upcoming Regional Country Dinners will be 
held in the following areas in Term 3.
Moranbah - 27th July, 2018
Emerald- 8th August, 2018
Springsure - 9th August, 2018
Rolleston - 10th August, 2018
Blackwater - 5th September, 2018
Clermont - 6th September, 2018
RSVP to Kylie- hedgesk@sbc.qld.edu.au

New    
College 

Principal

College Captain- Billy Collins, Principal- Mr Robert 
Corboy, Vice-Captains- Fletcher Kendall and Steele 

Howard
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For many Old Boys the SBC Agricultural 
Centre would evoke strong memories, 
with thousands of Old Boys taking 
agricultural subjects and moving onto 
careers and life, either on the land, or 
involved in the agricultural industry. 

In the past two years the College 
management and staff have put a concerted 
effort towards ensuring the agricultural 
program has the resurgence it deserves.

St Brendan’s College Principal Mr Robert 
Corboy came to the College in 2018 and was 
immediately impressed by the facilities and 
offerings within the Agricultural Program.

“Our Agricultural Department team is 110 per 
cent committed to giving our students every 
opportunity, from the academic program 
including OP Agriculture and Vocational 
Agricultural certificates, to the external 
opportunities including Cattle Club, Rodeo 
Club and Shooting Club,” Mr Corboy said.

Head of Agriculture, Ms Terrina Bailey, 
has spearheaded the agricultural 
resurgence at the College and with the 
support of Agriculture Teacher, SBC 
Old Boy and ex-grazier, Mr Bill Oram, is 
working to give the students a significant 
grounding across the agricultural sphere. 

“In 2017, we registered ‘Brencol’ as a 
school stud for the new Queenslander 
breed, a combination of Red Brahman and 
Droughtmaster genetics,” Ms Bailey said.
“We made the decision to support a new 
breed, still in its development phase, as 
it offered a unique opportunity for our 
students to extend their knowledge and 
understanding of cattle breeding and the 
establishment of standards,” she said.
 
“We offer Certificate I in Agrifood Operations 
in Year 10, followed by Certificate II in 
Rural Operations in Years 11 and 12 and 
OP Agricultural Science to those who are 
looking at agriculture as a profession.”

SBC Agricultural Program Builds 
Foundation for Big Futures in Agriculture

Cattle Club Students- 
Alex Creevey, Cody       

Button and Bryce Voll 
with new Queenslander 

Heifer- Ruby
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“We travel to regional shows giving the 
students the opportunity to learn livestock 
handling, showing and cattle judging, and 
while this is only a small part of the agricultural 
program, it’s an important one for students 
whose future lies in agriculture,” she said.

“While a recent dog attack injured a number 
of SBC cattle at the Agricultural Centre, 
putting a sad halt to the 2018 Show Season, 
the College remains committed to the SBC 
Cattle Club and the agricultural department.”

“In everything we do in Agricultural 
studies, we want our boys to realise 
that agriculture offers strong career 
pathways, and there are a multitude of 
opportunities across grazing, cropping, 
horticulture, and technology.” 

And while ‘Old Boy’ success across the 
academic and professional careers is 
revered, so too is that of the varied pathways 
of St Brendan’s College ‘Old Boys’ who have 
made their mark in the agricultural industry.

“The College’s original site and current 
campus was purchased in 1908 with the 
dream of gathering ‘the sturdy station 
children, the sons of cattlemen and sheepmen 
from the great, grand heart of the West’ 
and this vision has shown itself to be true 
through to the present day,” Mr Corboy said. 

“We have a significant number of Old 
Boys who are running large agricultural 
enterprises throughout Central Queensland 
and beyond, and working as professionals 
in the agricultural sector,” Mr Corboy said.

“We know, as well as they do, how 
important the agricultural industry is to 
Central Queensland and the Queensland 

economy, and we feel we are doing our 
part to ensure this is recognised within 
our academic offering,” Mr Corboy said. 

Elders Livestock experts, Brian Wedemeyer and 
SBC Old Boy Damien Kenny teach Cattle Club     
students skils in the showing and judging of cattle.

Cattle Club Students practising showing cattle



5

We talk a lot about SBC family and the mate-
ship many Old Boys have long after they leave 
SBC. This brotherhood and mateship was 
on show in March this year in Rockhampton 
as a strapping team of SBC Old Boys com-
peted in the Rocky 9s Carnival, eventually 
taking home the Division 2 title against Fitz-
roys.  It’s fantastic to see the involvement 
of so many Old Boys across the years in this 
list. Congratulations SBC Old Boys 2018.

Old Boys Squad for Rocky 9s is as follows:
Luke Goodale (1998 ), Nick Brose (2015), 
Grant Broadhurst (1994), Brett Hansen 
(1997), Jarrod Fickling (2002), Mitch Wy-
atte (2002 ), Axe Kenny (1987), Brad Neven 
(1988), Dan Crosby (2001), Matt Coup-
er (1993), Terry Hansen (1971), Pat Busby 
(1988), Alex Jaquet (2015), Corbin Reeves 
(2011), Paul Grant (2012), Tom Billman (2014)

It’s been a long time since Gettons has had 
their name on the Cross Country Champion 
Shield, but it was their day this year, bring-
ing home the gold and winning the 2018 
SBC Inter-House Cross Country Carnival. 
All those who participated deserved con-
gratulations as they tried their best in hot 
conditions, conquering Heartbreak Hill at 
the end! A hill many Old Boys can relate to.

Winning Gettons House 

Team Captains-
Jerimiah White-

Williams and Zanna    
Stevenson hold the    

winning Shield.

Younger student conquering the renound 
Heartbreak Hill.

 Cross Country Rocky 9s Carnival
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Competition, sportsmanship, fun and 
friendship were on show at our Annu-
al SBC Inter-House Swimming Carnival, 
where our sports house teams battled it 
out for supremacy in the hope of defeat-
ing the 2017 Champions, Duhig house.  

However it was not to be as Duhig Drag-
ons took the win, coming home on 1470 
points, an enormous 472 points in front 
of Hayes on 998, followed by Tynan 888, 
with Gettons bringing up the rear on 850.  

HAYES, DUHIG, GETTONS, TYNAN!
In the spirit of SBC brotherhood we saw 
friend become foe as they fought for su-
premacy at our Annual Athletics Carnival. 

Hayes house reined supreme scoring a 
massive 2880 points, with Duhig placing 
2nd on 2461, Gettons placing 3rd on 2401 
and Tynan Tanks coming in last on 2358. 

 Swimming  Athletics
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Education is not just in the classroom, but 
teaching our young men about compas-
sion, understanding, community service 
and the importance of interacting with peo-
ple from all ages and walks of life which 
has continued again this year with our an-
nual Year 11 Community Service Program.  

The Year 11 Students participated in an ac-
tion packed week, commencing with lead-
ership sessions and activities on campus, 
followed by two days of community service 
at various Nursing Homes throughout Rock-
hampton and Yeppoon, rounding out the 
week by hosting the Nursing Home Residents 
and Staff as our guests for a luncheon, en-
joying the musical talents of our SBC Band.
Maurie Webb, wearing the College uni-
form, was the only Old Boy to attend 
the luncheon this year, one of the few 
Foundation Students left from 1940. 

Two ninty year old gentlemen in attendance, 
Clarrie Kneen and Ron Coburn, remembered 
their part played in preparing St Brendan’s for 
its opening in 1940. Clarrie recalled how he 
and his father and brother, along with over 
seventy men, all volunteers from Rockhamp-
ton, travelled by bus on weekends to help 
clear the scrub around the whole building site 
and an area for the first oval in 1939. No bull-
dozer just pick and shovel! Ron, as a student 

at Christian Brothers Rockhampton, remem-
bered his class helping to send out invitations 
to the blessing and opening of St Brendan’s 
for the 18th August 1940. Ron and Clarrie 
had not met since their school days at C.B.C.

A very special visitor was Colleen Mack-
ie, believed to be 100, worked at St 
Brendan’s for over forty years on the do-
mestic staff. Other members of the Staff 
during this time she remembered were 
Val Cheana, Betty Stevenson, Eileen Wa-
sin, Iris Simson and Matron Gus Moore.

 Community Service

Logan Beak & Maurie Webb

Clarrie Kneen & Ron Coburn

Colleen Mackie
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1994 OLD BOY | ROB CASLICK

St Brendan’s College has 
always had social justice 
and community service as 
its underlying ethos; and 
the College continues this 
today, making a strong 
statement against domestic 
and family violence on 
Friday 4 May, with the 
College walking together 
for its second annual Walk 
Against Domestic Vio-
lence along the streets 
and beaches of Yeppoon. 

As part of Edmund Rice Feast Day  activities, 
the 600 plus student and staff contingent 
walked in solidarity against family and 
domestic violence, working to ensure the 
anti-violence message and the importance 
of service and justice was taken from 

the school yard, home 
and into the community. 

To support the day, the 
College invited one of its 
notable past students, Rob 
Caslick, as keynote speaker 
to impart his knowledge, 
wisdom and experiences 
to the College community, 
as the driving force behind 
a social enterprise, Two 
Good Co, in Sydney. 

As Senior 1994 and a boarder from 
Glenden, Mr Caslick’s story and 
experiences were certainly well-
received by the students and College 
community, with the vision of Two Good 
Co, ‘that no person in a refuge feels
unworthy of love’ and their mission, ‘to 

Rob, one of our 
old boys and 
Social Justice 
Entrepreneur 
attended and 
spoke at our Walk 
Against Domestic 
Violence on May 4 
this year.

Stories

SBC Old Boy Living the Edmund Rice Vision 
‘Two Good’
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food and lifestyle products to domestic 
violence refuges and soup kitchens.’

From humble beginnings with three of his 
mates cooking a BBQ for the homeless 
in Sydney’s Kings Cross, Rob decided 
their Unique Selling Point would be 
‘we don’t do sausages’; and from this 
they were a hit with a captive audience. 

Today, Two Good Co works on the ‘Buy 
One, Give One’ model, so that people in 
Sydney and Melbourne buy a premium 
lunch jar for themselves, while the 
other lunch jar goes to a person in need 
in a local domestic violence refuge.

And for both the purchaser and the receiver, 
the food is of the highest quality; with 
some of Australia’s biggest name celebrity 
chefs including the likes of Neil Perry, 
Kylie Kwong and Matt Moran donating 
their recipes to Two Good to support 
and stand against domestic violence.

Two Good’s work has extended from  amazing 
food, to employing women from the refuges 
they serve and supplying lifestyle products – 
clothing, shampoo, body wash, hand lotion 
– via the same give one, treat one model.  

St Brendan’s College Principal Mr Robert 
Corboy said the College was humbled 
and amazed at the achievements of 
past student Rob Caslick and the work 
he was leading with Two Good Co.

“After his years as a St Brendan’s College 
student and boarder from Glenden in 
Central Queensland, Rob has had an 
amazing career; as a marine engineer in 
the Royal Australian Navy, as a mechanical 
engineer in the construction industry; 

and now his full-time focus with his social 
enterprise Two Good,” Mr Corboy said. 

“His presentation to our students gave a 
very real element to social justice; from 
his comments about serving in the Gulf 
straight after 9/11 and his experiences 
there; to the work that he does today giving 
dignity, hope and a future to domestic 
violence sufferers; he was truly inspiring.”

“Our students today are asked to live 
justice and solidarity in their everyday 
lives, by being involved in our Eddie’s 
Van which provides meals and support 
to those in need locally in Yeppoon, and 
through initiatives like our handbag drive 
which has run over the past three years to 
supply local women in domestic violence 
shelters with handbags and care packs.”

“We hope that they take the experiences of 
one of their own; SBC Old Boy Rob Caslick 
and remember as they journey through their 
school life and into the community; that 
we all have the capacity to support those 
in need in various ways,” Mr Corboy said. 

SBC Old Boy Rob Caslick made sure he got a pho-
to with current Hayes House team members to 
fly the Hayes House flag when he returned to the 
College in May! SBC School spirit certainly lives 
on long after the boys leave the College!
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In May 2007 I made my first visit to St 
Brendan’s since I left after completing my 
Senior Year (Year 12) in 1950. I boarded for 
four years, 1947 to 1950, from Duaringa, hav-
ing won a Bishop Hayes Bursary at the Schol-
arship Examination in 1946. In those years all 
examinations were public and set by the State 
Department. In retrospect they were the 
best and most memorable years of my life.

I was a member of “Gold Team”, which to-
day is known as Duhig House. During my 
four years all the teachers were Brothers 
with the exception of our music teacher. 
I must admit I was disappointed to find that 
the Cadets had not survived. All students 
were part of the Cadet Unit in 1950. This was 
of particular significance to me as I remem-
bered that Len Jensen and I were the first 
cadets from St Brendan’s to go to a training 
course and graduate as Cadet Lieutenants. 
Later in 1953 I went on to join the Australian 
Regular Army and graduated from the Officer 
Cadet School at Portsea in Victoria as officer 
in the Royal Australian Engineers, where 
I served for a further twenty three years.

Of particular interest was the year spent 
in South Vietnam from July 1964 to July 
1965 as one of the original thirty advisors 
sent by the Australian Government to as-
sist the South Vietnamese. A record of 
my Unit, of which I am very proud, is con-
tained in the book, “The Men Who Perse-
vered” by Bruce Davies and Gary McKay, 

which I sent to the College so that it might 
find a fitting place in the college library.

I left the Army in 1976 as a Lieutenant Colonel 
to pursue a career in administration until I re-
tired to Bundanoon NSW a some years ago.

In June 2018 I was again a proud visitor to my 
Alma Mater. It was great to do a tour of the 
College, especially the Archives, Fitzpatrick 
Residence, Dining Room and at the same time 
recalling memories of boarding school life in 
my early years. Such is life at Brendan’s today!

“The Men Who Persevered” Extract
The first Australians committed to serving 
Vietnam were a group of military instruc-
tors known as the Australian Training Team 
Vietnam. (AATTV). They were the most high-
ly decorated Australian Unit of the Vietnam 
war. Their initial role was to assist in the train-
ing of the ground forces of South Vietnam. 
The AATTV were in Vietnam from July 1962 
to December 1972. In the first Tour of Duty of
1 RAR nearly 1000 Australians and 11 New 
Zealanders served in the Unit, sometimes as 
advisers, sometimes as commanders, who 
operated in small groups across the South. 

Wilf Grigg
1947 - 50

LETTERS FROM OLD 
BOYS & FAMILIES
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At last I’ve got round to this task which has 
been gestating in my brain for many months. 
Thank you for your continued dedication in 
producing The Bindi-Eye. There are proba-
bly not a lot of my contemporaries left but 
I hope my words will jog a few memories.

I started as a boarder at Brendan’s on 
March 12th 1944. I had my 7th birthday 
on January 29th so I am probably one of 
the youngest boarders to enrol. My father, 
who was in the RAAF fighting in New Guin-
ea, came home at the end of the war and 
so I went home to Rockhampton and at-
tended the Christian Brothers College for 
two years before returning to complete 
my schooling at Brendan’s. In all I spent 10 
years at SBC and for the whole of my time 
there was never taught by anyone but Chris-
tian Brothers. Although I would have been 
very vulnerable as a youngster away from 
home, I didn’t experience any abuse from 
the Brothers and hold them in high esteem.

When I started boarding, Br Gettons, ‘Per-
cy’, was the Principal, followed by Br Jack-
son, ‘Jacko’, and Br Duffy, ‘Borgia’. Although 
I cannot remember all the staff over those 
ten years, a few of them stand out for me.
Br Fitzpatrick, ‘Bo’, looked after the boiler 
and, with his draught horse “Noble” snigged 
logs from the scrub, cut them with cross-cut 
saws and split them with sledge hammer and 
steel wedges – hard yakka but great fun for a 
kid from the city. Other horses at the College 
were ‘Peter”, which was used in the sulky to 
fetch the mail from Yeppoon and which Br 
Street was riding when he fell to his death. 
Later there was “Marmaduke”, a frisky pony.

Br O’Carrigan, ‘Spec’, also enjoyed taking us 
out bush. With spring-cart and boy-pow-
er we scoured the bush for cow and horse 
dung to bring back for the gardens. He 
can also be credited with designing the 
College Crest. Until that time the gener-
ic Christian Brothers crest had been used.

Br McKennariery, ‘Mac’, was a marvel-
lous league coach and often told tales of 
coaching Daley Messenger and other Syd-
ney stars of the time. In the 1950s we con-
sistently won the Senior Interschool Rug-
by League trophy and also played against 
Junior Club teams from Rockhampton 
and the western towns as far west as Lon-
greach. He was also a great Maths teacher.

Br Baumgartner gave us a sound ground-
ing in Science in a time when teachers 
would let us handle Sodium, Mercury and 
other “dangerous” substances. He enter-
tained us by giving us rides around the 
track behind his scale-model steam engine.
 
Br Le Breton, ‘Baldy’, was my teacher for 
most of my early years. He was a saint-
ly, simple man with a great sense of hu-
mour.  He gave me a love of English and 
Poetry and I continued to correspond with 
him after I left school where he had been a 
friend and mentor for my ten years there.

Geoff McLaughlin
1945 - 45, 1948 - 55
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His prank with new boys in class if they mis-
behaved was to give one of us “old hands” 
his pocket knife and instruct us, “Go and cut 
a nice long piece of blue weed, but leave 
the leaves on in case there’s a parent com-
ing up the driveway so they’ll think it’s for a 
Botany lesson.” He’d then take the offend-
er into the store room, where he’d instruct 
him to scream each time he whacked the 
table with the switch! For the old timers Br 
Le Breton’s sister was the author of Micky 
Daley’s Diary featured in the Far East. Ed.
Going bush was a favourite pastime on week-
ends. We swam in the dammed up creek, 
played Bedlam, 50-60 boys to a team, running 
through the lantana and scrub until called for  
‘smoko’ of sweet black billy tea with bread and 
dripping!  Other times we’d have cross-coun-
try races, truly cross country where you 
raced from point to point finding your own 
way. Many times Br O’Carrigan led a team 
of explorers up the slopes of Mt. Barmoya.

We walked to the beach or Ross Creek at 
Yeppoon and trudged home in the heat 
with our woollen togs chaffing us raw.
Homesickness was an issue with some new 
boys at the start of year and occasional-
ly someone would make a break for it and 
make for home. They seldom got further 
than the railway station at Yeppoon. Some-
times a boy in trouble in class would take 
off for the scrub. A couple of likely lads 
would be deputised to hunt him down, 
which was a great excuse for the three of 
them to stay in the bush til classes finished.

When I started school there was only 
one oval which was the footy field, crick-
et oval and athletics tracks all in one. 
Over the years we laboured to clear the 
area where all the playing fields now are 
and in our Sub-Senior year, 1954 dug the 

hole by hand for the new swimming pool.

Growing boys doing lots of exercise need 
a lot of tucker and we were always hungry 
– at least we learnt to eat whatever was 
placed in front of us! Our diet was supple-
mented by “boodle” from home – cakes, 
biscuits, tinned baked beans and spaghet-
ti, condensed milk, etc. We scavenged in 
the bush for yams and wild passionfruit. 
Some of us started sneaking out after lights-
out, raiding the nearby pineapple farm. 

However, the word spread and the growing 
pile of pineapple skins near the pig sty gave us 
away. Every boy in the school was levied two 
shillings to compensate the farmer. Some en-
terprising lads mounted a raid on the kitchen 
with a ladder up to a high window. On one oc-
casion the first ones out removed the ladder 
and left one of the burglars, later to join the 
priesthood, dangling from the window-ledge!

I would not advocate Mass every morning, 
Rosary every night, weekly confession and 
Benediction but these rituals, the religious 
instruction and example of the Brothers 
stood me in good stead, when it came time 
to make adult decisions about my faith.
There are many more memo-
ries but this will suffice for now.
 
Best Wishes
Geoff (Hector) McLaughlin. 
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I don’t know whether you have a copy of this 
photo or have seen it before, but I thought 
I should send it to you anyway. I think Jim 
Jones gave it to me a long time ago. I also 
think that the photo was taken by Fr Ray Ben-
jamin who was the curate at the Yeppoon 
parish, where my uncle, Fr Roy Brown, was 
Parish Priest. In the photo, the raised finger 
behind Colin Booth’s left ear belongs to Peter 
Gordon. Why he did not want to be seen in 
quite often of St Brendan’s and the many the 
photo, I have no idea. As you probably know, 

I am a retired teacher and librarian orig-
inally from Marlborough. I now raise a 
few cattle and grow a bit of hay at Grace-
mere. Still kicking and working at 82 with a 
bit of help from the good medical people. 
Thanks a lot for the Bindi-Eye. Still think 

Steve Halloran, John Byrne, Peter Gor-
don, Mick Kelly, John McCuskey, Colin 
Booth and Pat Ryan are all deceased. The 
ranks of the 1953 Seniors are thinning!
Other details: Jim Jones lives on a rural prop-
erty at Pomona, Tony lives at Capalaba in the 
Redland City, Stan Funk is in Caloundra, Ter-
ry Neill lives in Sandstone Point, near Bribie 
Island, Tony Glasson is in Bundaberg, John 
Price in Rockhampton, while Kevin Brown 
is at Coowonga. Hoping this helps, have 
a great 2018.     Tony Connor,  SBC 1952-3

quite often of St Brendan’s and the many 
wonderful people I knew there. I owe a 
lot to the Brothers and to the College. 
Prayers and best wishes to all.   
Merv Pacey

 Back Row:   Steve Halloran, Tony Connor, Jim Jones, John Byrne
Middle Row:   Stan Funk, Terry Neill, Mick Kelly, Tony Glasson
Front:     John Price, John McCosker, Colin Booth, Kevin Brown, Pat Ryan

Early Photo 1953

Mervyn Pacey
1950 - 53
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Just sending through this little piece of triv-
ia regarding Alex’s grandmother. I thought it 
was a special little snippet of information for 
our family, considering Ben (Alex’s dad) is the 
only sibling of the eight Rees children living 
outside of Brisbane. The fact that we chose 
to send our boys to St Brendan’s College out 
of all the schools in this area and then for Alex 
to be allocated to Duhig house, was quite 
ironic. Alex thinks he’s a wee bit special, as 
he feels he has his own personal connections 
to St Brendan’s now, as Alex’s grandmother, 
Margaret Rees (nee Barker), was taught by 
Archbishop Duhig’s sister at Lourdes Hill in 
Brisbane in 1942. Margaret remembers her 
being known as “Mother Ignatius”, but I be-
lieve her real name may have been Ellen.
Regards-  Kylie Rees

Kylie, indeed Ellen was the sister of Arch-
bishop James Duhig of early St Brendan’s.       
James was one of seven children born to 
John and Margaret Barry at Killila, near 
Bradford, Ireland in 1871. Ellen was the 
youngest born 1874, who became a Good 
Samaritan Sister. James’s father was a ten-
ant farmer and a country carpenter. Nei-
ther land nor trade brought a great return.

He died when James was four. Following fam-
ine and the Depression of 1883 it was time for 
the Duhigs to leave Ireland. The first Duhigs 
of Edward, Mary and Elizabeth duly arrived in 
Brisbane in November 1883. Mother Marga-
ret, Patricia, James and Ellen arrived later, as 
it was necessary for the first arrivals to raise 
sufficient money to pay for their voyage ar-
riving at Kangaroo Point Brisbane April 1885. 
For a short time James attended Gregory 
Terrace but was soon forced to obtain work 

at a Butcher Company to provide for the 
family. When James thought of becoming 
a priest and had the nerve to approach Fr 
Fouhy, the Archbishop’s Secretary, he was 
told “Go home young man and forget about 
it!”. James persisted and after studying Latin, 
Greek and other subjects part time at Greg-
ory Terrace in 1891 headed for Rome, where 
he was ordained to the Priesthood 19th Sept 
1896. As a young priest his first appointment 
was to the Parish of Ipswich in 1897, where 
he was to stay until his appointment on 3rd 
March 1903 as Bishop of Rockhampton.
Early in his mission he had his eye on proper-
ties for churches and schools. When a 36 hec-
tares property called “Coplands” just outside 
Yeppoon came up for sale in 1908, he snapped 
it up on which he hoped the Good Samaritan 
Sisters would open a boarding school. Ellen, 
his sister had joined the Order and James in-
tended to offer the land to the Sisters, as a 
dowry for her, but the offer was not taken. 

The offer was also made to the Presenta-
tion Sisters, but they opted for a more 
convenient site in the centre of the Yep-
poon, on which is the present St Ursula’s.
In 1912 James Duhig had been nominated as 
the new Coadjutor Archbishop of Brisbane 
to replace the aging Archbishop Dunne.
The Coplands remained the personal prop-
erty of James Duhig until 1922, when he 
handed over the deeds, free of cost, to the 
then Bishop Shields of Rockhampton to be 
used by the church for any religious pur-
pose. It was not until 1939 that Coplands 
was offered to the Christian Brothers on 
which was built the St Brendan’s College. 
Archbishop James Duhig attended the 
Blessing and Opening October 1940. Ed.

Kylie Rees
(Mother of Alex, Year 8 Student)
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Thanks for hospitality accorded to us 
when we visited our “Old School”. We 
are happy that the small gift has been 
put on display in your school library.
John Momis

John, thanks to you and Elizabeth for your 
visit last year. It was great to have you back. 
The Crest of Papua New Guinea is to be 
placed on display in the library in the section 
you visited. Over 150 New Guinea students 
have passed through St Brendan’s over the 
years. I have put into post the December 
Newsletter (the Bindi-Eye). You can also 
access it on the Brendan’s site: Click www.
stbrendans.qld.edu.au , then College News-
letters, Community, Old Boys Association, 
and finally Bindi-Eye, December 2017. Ed.

Thanks for the newsletter. I noticed 
you want some information about old 
boys who have served in the forces. 
I was a student of St Brendan’s from 1984–
1988 and joined the Australian Regular 
Army on 15 April 1991, graduating from 
the Royal Military College, Duntroon, in 
December 1992. I served with Internation-
al Force East Timor (INTERFET) in 1999. I 
was a Captain in the Royal Australian Elec-
trical and Mechanical Engineers (ARA), pri-
or to medical discharge in January 2001.

I know of two other members, Anthony        
Clarke and Stuart Keaton, of my class, who 
were graduates of RMC. I can think of two, from 
other classes who had also attended RMC.
The photo attached was taken in December 
1998.     
Simon Perkins     

Cattle were on the move in a muster at “Bir-
raban”, a property some 45km south west 
of Springsure during the Easter break. Two 
old boys were involved, Sean Smith from Mt 
Jukes, Mackay and Brett McIver of “Horse 
Gully”, 20 km outside Springsure. The mus-
ter did not use the conventional mode, but 
made use of a helicopter in the air and quad-
bikes on the ground. However, when a rogue 
bull decided to take to the scrub, Brett made 
use of his horse skills to rein in the beast and 
later assisted in the yarding and drafting the 
mob. Brett was at St Brendan’s 1977 to 79 
from the home town of Muttaburra, while 
Sean, an electrician in the mines, had used 
the holiday break, ably assisted by his three 
children, to assist his parents in the muster. 
Sean was student at St Brendan’s 1987-91.

John Momis 1957 - 61

Brett McIver &
 Sean Smith

Simon Perkins
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Kevin, Old Boy SBC 1949-1951, and Pam visited the College 2nd February. Kevin and twin 
brother, Leo, deceased 20-8-2016, hailed from Calen, Mackay. Brendan’s has changed re-
markably since 1949 but the visit to the archives brought back many memories.

Visitors

Kevin & Pam McDermott and Kevin Smith

Fr Terry Stallard, SBC 1957-58 and Dux of Senior in 1958, visited the College with his sister 
Veronica and brother Vince on the 24th February. Terry would be well known in the Rock-
hamption Diocese as a Parish Priest, particularly in the West and more recent times in his 
home town of Bundaberg. The Stallards were in Rockhamption to give thanks for the life and 
death of their sister Mary Stallard, a Mercy Sister, who died in Rockhampton 20th February. 
The Funeral Mass was celebrated at the Range McAuley Chapel by Bishop Michael McCar-
thy, assisted by Father Terry and many Priests of Rockhampton. Mary taught at the Range, 
Mackay and many years in New Guinea. Vince, a Christian Brother, now living in Brisbane, 
spent over forty years teaching in New Guinea. Michael, deceased, also a Christian Brother, 
worked in Melbourne. Veronica’s vocation was to the married life and raised a family of nine 
children.  

Terry, Veronica& Vince Stellard
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Keith called to renew acquaintance at the College and to check addresses of brothers, Tim 
and Ian (both 1981-84).  All have made their home in the Northern Territory with Keith at 
Alice Springs and Ian and Tim at Winnellie. 
Their father, Cleland, (Kel) also an Old Boy, 1945-50, came from “Togara” Comet and taught 
Manual Arts at St Brendan’s from 1981 to 1995. Cleland passed away in Yeppoon 6th De-
cember 2011. May he rest in peace. 

Visitors to the College 28th February were Michael Byrne and Maurie Webb to     present 
the Year 7 badges at the Assembly. Both Michael and Maurie were 1940 Foundation Old 
Boys.   

Keith Hutton, SBC 1984 - 89

Michael Byrne & Maurie Webb
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Visitors to St Brendan’s 4th March were Gerry and Barbara Deguara from Eton. Gerry, 1970-
74, was one of 17 Deguaras, who have come to St Brendan’s from the Mackay region. Br 
Brian Saward had been a frequent visitor to their property. On one occasion he acquired 
Toyota Landcruiser from Gerry, which was transported back to the College to undertake a 
complete overhaul by the students in Manual Arts. Aaron, one of the sons, was a member 
of the restoration team. Br Brian on another visit, inquiring where the nearest Servo was, 
ended up with a free tank full! David and Maree Woolston were accompanying Gerry and 
Barbara on their trip from Mackay by caravan.

Gerry & Barbara Deguara

In early May checking up on Bill Oram were visitors (Seniors 1980) Paul Atfield from Theo-
dore and Alan Kajewski from Duaringa, but now living in Toowoomba.

Bill Oram, Paul Atfield & Alan Kajewski
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Damien was part of an EREA group from Brisbane who visited the College in April. Back in 
2000 Damien was in Boarding, when Michael Connolly was boarding master, along with 
Paul Forrester, Peter Bartlett, David Wimmer, Mike Broadsmith and Andrew Stein. Sue 
Bradshaw and Rosemary Hansen are still here serving in the Boarding Office. Damien has 
been at St Joseph’s College, Gregory Terrace since leaving St Brendan’s. 

Damien Fall, SBC Teacher, 2000 - 2004

On a touring holiday from the Sunshine Coast Craig and Karen Sollett spent time off to re-
visit his Alma Mater. Craig had hoped to meet up with Bill Oram from his year group, now 
a teacher at St Brendan’s, but unfortunately Bill was away preparing for Beef Week. Home 
was Theodore and St Brendan’s, 1978-79 under Br Darcy Murphy.

Craig & Karen Sollett
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Jesse Ashton(2016) & Rhylee Bayles(2015)

Show Visits
Beef Week

Justin Wall(2001) & Stewart Borg(2001)

Lachlan(2003), Campbell, Bronty &        
    Sonia Watson

Benjamin Hoare(2005) & James     
            Mahady(2006)

Ben(2003) & Tina Scully Peter Bartlett & Ben McDonald (1998)
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Anthony Douglas(1989) 
& Nicole Dendle

Andrew Clair(2005) Kylie Hedges &
 Tony Hauff(1983)

Reynold Vale(1941) & his 
lovely wife

Maddie McCosker & Dan 
Heinicke(2012)

Jess, Luke(2003) &
 Vin Renshaw

Gina, Ava & Michael(1992) St Henry Glen Sullivan (2001) & Coleman Roberts 
(2003)
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Theodore Show Taroom Show

Allan & Stephanie Harris parent of Old Boy 
Simon Harris (1988)

Tom Horn (1968) & Doug Scotney (2004)

James Hodgson(2015)Kurt(2014), Tim and Janine Perrett

Ken, Ann & Adam(2015) BressingtonJarred(2007), Janelle, Reece(2009) & Craig 
Brooks



23

Biloela Show

Springsure Show

Brian(1956) and Evie Milner & Br Kevin Smith Naree, Ruby, Kurt(2005), Liam and Eli Mayne

Luke(1989), Laney & Kim Siegmeier

John & Mary Walton, parents of old boys 
Michael, Paul & Luke Walton

Geoff(1988) & Melinda Arnold 
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Ty Howard & Lok 
Howard(2016)

Jeff Howard(1989) Brax & Jack Howard(2007)

Janine, James(2006) & Peter Mahady

Lindsay(1995) 
& Edward

 Bailey

Pat(1954) and Dolly Kavanagh

Jay, Harli, Kannon 
&  Lloyd(1998) Watkins
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Ebhen Norris(2010)

Bradley(1996) & Dustin
Crawford & Br Kevin Smith

Ben Kerle(2011)

David Rhoden(2017)

Brett(1995) & William
 Roberts

Andrea & Russell (1992) Mahon

STU Anniversary

ICPA Winton

Peter Mahony(1992) & Principal 
Robert Corboy



26

Clermont Show

Fletcher(2016), Connell(1994) &
Renee Walker

Jacob Dash(2010)Travis Adamson(1998)
& Xenon Adamson

Mrs Salmond & Scott 
Salmond(1987)

Brendan(1991), Isleigh, Brody, 
Shontae, Elsi & Nate Moran

Ben(2003) & Estelle 
Prescott

Paul Modrzynski(1968)
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The Cocktail function held during Beef 
Week was a resounding success with spe-
cial guest and speaker Rob Cook and his wife 
Sarah Cook, giving an inspirational speech; 
along with Old Boys Paul Martin and Law-
son Camm enlightened us with the endless 
possibilities and bright futures for rural in-
dustry - ‘we need to tell our kids to keep 
an open mind to the future of agriculture’.  

Beef Week Cocktail 
Evening

Cameron Wright(1987), Rob & Sarah Cook &
 Principal Robert Corboy

Bruce Cook(1991), Rob Cook and Liz Childes
Paterson Boyd(2008), Cameron Wright(1987)

 & Mark Boyd(1983)

Peter Smith, Clay Weston(1981), Bernice Boland 
and CH Mayor Kerry Hayes(1979)

Lachlan McCosker(2012), Carl Hauff (2009)
& David Dahl(2010)

Lee Dendle(1991), Paul Martin(1987),
 Simone Dand, Rod Harms & Dave Kendall

Tim Moore, Lawson Camm(1989) & 
Cale Dendle(1990)
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The Brendan’s Family is asked to pray for the 
repose of the souls of:

Noel Whitehead, SBC 1949-52, born 15th 
January 1937 Sarina, deceased Mackay 
about 2015.  
Lee McDermott, SBC 1949-51, born Mackay 
on 17th March 1937 and deceased 20th April 
2016 in Mackay.
Brian Michael Byrne, SBC 1943-46, from 
Gladstone, first student Graduate from UQ 
Engineering, died 2nd February 2017 i Bris-
bane.
John Vincent Gunning, SBC 1954-58, from 
Farleigh, died 10th March 2017 at Carey Bay, 
NSW.
Jayson Richard Spencer, SBC 1986-90 from 
Nagoorin Qld, died on 16th June 2017 as a 
result of a helicopter crash near Bathurst 
NSW.
Norman Ronald Chambers, SBC 1944-45, 
born 1928 Isisford and died on 17th Decem-
ber 2017.
Les Todd Anthony Sleeman, SBC 1972-78, 
born Rockhampton 25th March 1960 and 
died on 26th January 2018 in Brisbane.
Les Dwyer, SBC 1941-46, a member of the 
first successful Senior Class in 1946 from 
Biloela, died 1st February 2018 at Gympie.
Mervyn John Horn, SBC 1945-48, from 
Glenview Camboon, passed away at Oakey          
3rd February 2018.
John Gordon, SBC 1941-50, born Rockhamp-
ton on 9th July 1932, died on 7th February 
2018 at Surfers Paradise.
Charles Zarb, SBC 1947-50, from West Mack-
ay, passed away 22nd March 2018.
Bernard Neal, SBC 1946-50, from Winton, 
passed away at Southport 21st April 2018.

My Dad, Norman Ronald Chambers, 
known as Ron, died a week or so ago, aged 
89. He was a student at St Brendan’s in 
1944-45 and he highly valued the time he 
spent there. He spoke of the opportuni-
ties his education gave him and the fun 
on the rugby field and the camaraderie 
shared with the students and the Brothers.
It was a very significant time in the life of a 
boy from the outback and was a gateway 
to further education. He raised his family 
to highly prized education; between Dad’s 
three children we have half dozen univer-
sity degrees and Dad supported and en-
couraged us through each of them. Valuing 
education was implicit in Dad’s life view.                     
Regards Dianne
Dianne is hoping to establish an academ-
ic prize or scholarship in her Dad’s name.

I am writing to pass on news that may be   of in-
terest to some members of your community.
My father, Brian Michael Byrne, was a mem-
ber of the first Senior graduating class of 
St Brendan’s in 1946. He went on to be the 
first university graduate (UQ Engineering) 
from St Brendan’s and worked as an engi-
neer and consultant in Brisbane until very 
recently. Dad came to St Brendan’s in 1943 
as a boarder from Gladstone, where his fa-
ther was a doctor and heavily involved in the 
war-time commitments of that time. Sadly, 
Dad passed away last week, 2nd Feb, 2017 
at 86 years of age. Another St Brendan’s 
alumina, Dr Malcolm Nasser attended the 
funeral, held yesterday. Dr Nasser was St 
Brendan’s second university graduate. Bri-
an is survived by his wife Joyce (nee An-
son, also of Gladstone) and four children.
Regards Mrs Anne Byrne  

REST IN PEACE Norman Chambers

Brian Byrne (1946)
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Merv with a grader made by him from 
timber.

Mervyn was born on June 3rd, 1932 in 
Eidsvold, the second child of two broth-
ers and two sisters, to Bill and Hilda Horn. 
Merv was raised on the family prop-
erty Glenview in the Camboon area.

While attending a dance at Abercorn, Merv 
met Alisa Vandersee and they were married 
18 months later on May 11th, 1957 in Monto.
The couple resided at Glenview before 
purchasing Mt Kitchener. It was there 
that they originally lived in a tent while 
Merv built the house and over the next 16 
years developed the property with sheds, 
yards, bores, dams and fencing while run-
ning Hereford cattle. In that time, they 
were blessed with three children Mark in 
1958, Wesley in 1961 and Shelley in 1964.

They sold Mt Kitchener in 1976 and 
moved to Aeland for three years before 
moving to Cribb Street, Oakey in 1979.

During his life, Merv had a love for animals, 
particularly race horses, which he trained 
and took much pleasure in winning many 
country races. Merv was a multi-skilled 

and talented person, who had many in-
terests during his lifetime. In the early 
years, he was a keen sportsman including 
playing cricket, tennis and rifle shooting.

During this period, he became an avid fossick-
er looking for many different types of rocks 
and precious stones, mainly sapphires. He cut, 
polished and faceted these stones himself.

Throughout his life, Merv was a very talent-
ed self-taught artist being able to sketch and 
paint. In Merv’s later years, his main passion 
was woodworking, including turning, furni-
ture making, model making and pyrography.
Merv’s ability to draw free hand scenes 
and then transfer them onto plywood 
using the pyrography method was 
amazing. Some of Merv’s work can be 
viewed at the Oakey Cultural Centre.

Merv was a foundation and long term mem-
ber of the Toowoomba and District Wood-
crafters Association. During this time, he won 
the prestigious Golden Gouge Competition at 
the Toowoomba Carnival of Flowers six times.

Merv was very generous in sharing 
his knowledge and timber resourc-
es and often donated pieces to organ-
isations to assist in their raising funds.

Merv and Ailsa celebrated their 60th wed-
ding anniversary last year and Merv’s 85th 
birthday. It was a great occasion as he loved 
to talk to everyone. Merv passed away 
peacefully on February 3rd, 2018, and will 
be missed by his family and many friends.
 

Mervyn John Horn
1945-48
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I wish to inform the College Old Boys Associ-
ation of the passing of one of its very proud 
former students.

My father, Bernard Neal attended St Brendan’s 
as a boarder in the mid-1940s and always told 
his family that his years there were incredibly 
happy. He was no academic scholar but ex-
celled at all sports and took immense pride 
in his Alma Mater. Dad came from Winton in 
Western Queensland to board at the College. 

He learnt the violin from a female teacher 
and was a member of the tennis, athletic, 
cricket, football and swimming teams. As 
long as I can remember I’ve enjoyed stories 
of his days there and the genuine respect 
he had for the Brothers who taught him. 

Dad passed away early this morning at the age 
of 84. He was a wonderful, much loved hus-
band, father and grandfather, whose life was 
based on a deep spirituality, which I’m sure, 
was nurtured during his years at St Brendan’s.
 
I’d be grateful if you would mention his passing 
in your next edition of the Old Boys Magazine.
Yours sincerely - Maree Neal

Sister Kath Austin died after a long illness 
on the 9th February 2018 at Emu Park. 

In the 1970s Kath worked at the Yep-
poon General Hospital, where she served 
the St Brendan’s boys as well as the lo-
cal community. Later along with Ma-
tron ‘Gus’ Moore she was to take charge 
of the sick and infirm at St Brendan’s.
 
Kath had a great interest in the history of 
the Capricorn Coast and helped set up the 
Historical Society Museum in Emu Park. 
In recent years she was a guest at the Year 
11 Community Service at the College.

The Passing of an Old boy 
Bernard Neal

Sister Kath Austin

Events Calendar
EVENT DATE TIME
Sunset Tours 18th July, 2018 4.00pm
Cuppa with the Principal 20th July, 2018 2.00pm
Year 7 BBQ 25th July, 2018 5.30pm
Moranbah Dinner 27th July, 2018 6.30pm
Mother/Son Evening 1st August, 2018 5.30pm
Grandparents Morning 3rd August, 2018 9.00am
Emerald Dinner 8th August, 2018 6.30pm
Springsure Dinner 9th August, 2018 6.30pm
Rolleston Dinner 10th August, 2018 6.30pm
SBC Race Day 18th August, 2018 12.00pm
SBC Rodeo 1st September, 2018 12.00pm
Blackwater Dinner 5th September, 2018 6.30pm
Clermont Dinner 6th September, 2018 6.30pm
Sunset Tours 12th September, 2018 4.00pm

To RSVP to any of the listed events please 
contact Kylie on 49399485 or 

email- hedgesk@sbc.qld.edu.au
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We are currently updating our database to be able to get information to our Old Boys more 
efficiently. 

For the past 14 years Br Kevin Smith has been and still is, regularly compiling the Bindi Eye 
Newsletter, giving snippets of the lives of Old Boys from the College and updates on what is 
happening around the College for the Old Boys network.

Due to the increased cost of postage we are looking at more cost effective methods of send-
ing this information to our old boys. Emails have become a very reliable method of sending 
information in the last few years therefore; we are seeking your updated contact details to 
send this information to you ie. Old Boys Newsletter and information about upcoming reun-
ions etc. If you do not have an email that is fine we will still post the Old Boys Newsletter to 
you.

As you can appreciate we have a lot of old boys who do not have current correspondence 
addresses on our database so we are also asking you to please direct any Old Boys you are in 
contact with to please email us their updated contacts or give the College a call on 49399444 
to update their details.

If you could please complete the information below and return it to the College as soon as 
possible by email to hedgesk@sbc.qld.edu.au or by fax to 49395273 or by post to St Brendan’s 
College, 139 Adelaide Park Road, Yeppoon 4703 it would be kindly appreciated.

We invite you to also keep up-to-date with news about the College by visiting our website 
www.stbrendans.qld.edu.au or like us on Facebook.
Kind Regards

Kylie Hedges
Enrolments Officer
__________________________________________________________________________

Name: ________________________________________________________________
Address:  ______________________________________________________________
Phone: ________________________________________________________________
Email:_________________________________________________________________
Years Attended: _________________________________________________________
If you are happy to advise of the following-
Occupation- ____________________________________________________________
If you have any stories or events you would like to share with the College please feel free to 
send these into us. 

Information Updates



32

Have you a story to tell?  Achievements, Graduations, Marriages, Sporting Events, Reun-
ions etc. All it takes is a page or two or a photo! Thank you to  those old boys who sent in 
articles. 

One of the easiest ways to assist is to send your e-mail address if you have not done so 
already. When the Bindi-Eye is downloaded on the website you will be notified. Check the 
College Website for other information. The Newsletter can be opened on the website: 
www.stbrendans.qld.edu.au under the Our Communities Tab.

The present postal mailing will continue for those who prefer it. Please make sure your 
address is current. 

Follow us on Facebook for up-to-date events and reunions happening at the College.

If you can assist in anyway to the cost of printing and postage please forward any contribu-
tion to:  St Brendan’s College, 139 Adelaide Park Road, YEPPOON 4703 
______________________________________________________________________
CREDIT CARD PAYMENTS -
Visa   Master Card    Credit Card 

Number __________________________________  Expiry Date: _____ / _____ 

Cardholder’s Name: ___________________________

Amount $ _____________ 

Bindi-Eye Publication


