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Ref: D-CEO\EA\20\035 

  

Dear parents, guardians, caregivers, and all members of our Catholic Education Northern Territory communities 

 

I write to you today as our school communities are beginning to fully feel the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic.  

Supporting the health and wellbeing of all our school communities is paramount as the local and national response 

to COVID 19 continues to rapidly adjust to the changing circumstances.  It is important that you continue to 

monitor the regular updates from your school community. 

 

Catholic Education in the Diocese of Darwin has been in constant communication with our school leaders, providing 

direction and assistance as they lead their respective school/college communities during these challenging times.  

All of our communication is aligned with the official guidelines as set out by Australian and Territory Government 

health and education departments.  The focus at all times is the safety and wellbeing of our committed, 

hardworking staff and students in our care.   

 

I know that many of our families will be experiencing economic hardship along with concerns around family health 

and wellbeing.  As a Catholic community of care, we want you to know that we are committed to the ongoing 

education of your children.  No child in the Territory will be denied access to a Catholic school education because 

of genuine family financial stress.  Families who are able, are encouraged to pay their fees on time; for those who 

are suffering hardship we ask you to talk with the Principal or Finance Manager about required considerations.  

Please monitor specific communications that will be released on considerations of fee payments for schools, 

colleges and Early learning Centres.    

 

While our Catholic schools remain open for learning, Catholic Education Northern Territory respects the right of 

parents to keep their children at home during this time.  You will be aware that the NT Minister of Education 

announced that the last week of Term 1 (Monday, 6 April to and inclusive of Thursday, 9 April) will be professional 

development days for staff to prepare for the provision of education as we move into Term 2 of the academic year.    

Schools will remain open for the children of workers who cannot make alternative arrangements and for any 

vulnerable children who may need to attend.  No child will be turned away from school.  It is important that families 

communicate their intentions over these next two weeks to the relevant personnel in schools. 

 

As Director of Catholic Education, I commend the leadership of our principals who along with their staff and with 

support of families, have responded consistently, compassionately, and in considered ways to the impact of the 

changing routines on school life.   

 

Finally, let us remember that first and foremost, we are communities of faith.  During this Easter season of hope, 

let us pray and minister to each in the days ahead.  In prayers offered by Pope Francis in ‘An Extraordinary Prayer 

in the Time of Pandemic’ he says “Like the Apostles in the Gospel, we are caught off guard by an unexpected, 

turbulent storm.  We have realised that we are on the same boat, all of us fragile and disorientated but at the same 

time important and needed; all of us are called to row together, each of us in need of comforting the other”.    

 

Regards 

 

Greg O’Mullane 

Director of Catholic Education 

Diocese of Darwin 

 

1 April 2020 
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