
  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
About the Atlas 

Artwork: ‘Caring for Community’ by Chern’ee Sutton (Kalkadoon) 

 

Data on populations and activity are collected by multiple different organisations and commonly used to inform decision making. Health data 
provides evidence of the demand for health care services and is important for planners to ensure effective use of resources and 
communities to provide evidence to support their requests. 

 

Place-based planning takes ‘an holistic approach to health services planning’ and is informed by exploring 
multiple different types of data including demographic, socioeconomic, workforce, and health behaviours and 
status; and developing partnerships between local health service providers (public and private), community 
groups, local, state/regional and national governments and their relevant agencies to use this data, with the 
benefit of local knowledge, to develop and deliver health programs and services.”1 It takes “a locally grounded 
approach to generate locally relevant solutions.”2

 

 
 

Northern Queensland Health Atlas 
The Northern Queensland Health Atlas was developed for the Integrating Health Care Planning for Health and Prosperity Project. The Atlas 
is an online interactive platform using ArcGIS software to display population, health status and behaviour, hospital utilisation, workforce, 
health care provision and service location data in map form. The interactive map is based on various, publicly available datasets. 

The Atlas aims to bring together data from various sources to make data about places in northern Queensland more accessible and to 
inform decision making. It allows different types of data to be overlayed to compare and explore variations between Northern Queensland 
communities. The Atlas is accompanied by a Data Sources and Information booklet that describes data sources and attributions. 

 
The Project 
The Northern Queensland Health Atlas was used to guide consultation with stakeholder groups and assist in prioritising communities 
within the region with unmet health care needs, to engage in place-based planning processes in the second phase of the project. The project 
aims to improve the responsiveness of health services to the health needs of communities in the Northern Queensland region. 

The three year Integrating Health Care Planning for Health and Prosperity in North Queensland Project commenced in April 2021. The 
project is funded by the Cooperative Research Centre for Developing Northern Australia Ltd (CRCNA), which is part of the Australian 
Government’s Cooperative Research Centre Program (CRCP), with a financial contribution from the Tropical Australian Academic Health 
Centre (TAAHC), and in-kind contributions from project partners. 

 
 

  

 Please note: Due to the map file size, it may take a few minutes to load. 
1 Yeboah, D. A. (2005). A framework for place based health planning. Australian Health Review, 29(1), 30-36. https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.1071/AH050030 
2 Panzera AJ, Murray R, Stewart R, Mills J, Beaton N, Larkins S. Regional health workforce planning through action research: lessons for commissioning health services 
from a case study in Far North Queensland. Aust J Prim Health. 2016;22(1):63-68. doi: 10.1071/PY15149. PMID: 27469053. 

 
Disclaimer 
The content presented in the Northern Queensland Health Atlas is distributed by James Cook University (JCU) as an information source only. JCU 
recommends that users of the Atlas refer to the Data Information and Sources Booklet to find further information about the data, including links to the 
websites of original data sources containing important information. Whilst the JCU project team have made every effort to ensure that information is 
accurate, JCU makes no warranties, express or implied, about the accuracy, completeness or reliability of any data or information contained in the Atlas 
and accepts no responsibility for decisions or actions taken in reliance on such data or information. 
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CLICK HERE TO EXPLORE THE MAP 

https://www.taahc.org.au/research/integrating-health-care-planning-for-health-and-prosperity-in-north-queensland/northern-queensland-health-atlas/
https://www.aithm.jcu.edu.au/research/research-projects-and-groups/ihcphpnq/

