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The Cairns Institute supports JCU’s strategic intent to create a brighter 
future for life in the tropics world-wide through graduates and discoveries 
that make a difference. www.jcu.edu.au/about/strategic-intent.

The Cairns Institute’s location in tropical north Queensland and proximity 
to neighbouring countires in the Pacific and South East Asia offers unique 
opportunities to enhance human life in the tropics and contribute to a 
brighter, more equitable and enriching suture for its peoples. The Institute 
is committed to understanding and informaing critical processes of social 
and environmental transformation in the tropics.

As the world’s tropical zones face immense social, economic and 
environmental challenges, the Institute aims to provide innovative 
research with local, national and global applications.  The Institute’s core 
business of research, training and dialogue is embedded in commitments 
of excellence, social justice and engagement with the societies in which 
we work. Our unique profile is built on the following key concerns:
• Creativity and innovation
• Culteral and linguistical transformations
• Indigenous futures
• Social and environmental justice
• Sustainable development

Contact details

The Cairns Institute - Building D3

James Cook University Smithfield QLD 4878

PO Box 6811 Cairns QLD 4870 Australia

Phone:  +61 7 4232 1888

Email:   cairnsinstitute@jcu.edu.au

Twitter:  @CairnsInstitute

Instagram: @thecairnsinstitute

www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au
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Backseat Books
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This has led the Queensland Police Service(QPS); an active 
member of the Cairns South Collective Impact Project, to 
conduct trials of the Backseat Books in Yarrabah, Edmonton, 
Smithfield, Cooktown, Atherton and  Mareeba, as well as  with 
the Youth Co-responder Team. 
Cairns Libraries have supported this trial by donating 
200 children’s books.  Though seemingly a small action, it is 
hoped that the connection with children in vulnerable situations 
through books will make an important difference. 

Detective Senior Sergeant Marty Ots states, “Hopefully the 
availability of the books will calm the children quicker, reduce 
the impact the event has on the child through distraction, build 
better relations with QPS, and increase their enjoyment of 
reading”.

Children are encouraged to keep the books and the trial is being  
monitored to better understand its potential impact.

During Queensland’s COVID-19 lockdown period (April-June 
2020), The Cairns Institute, as part of the Cairns South 
Collective Impact project, brought service providers together 
through informal online meetings. This provided opportunities 
to share information on updated service provisions, challenges 
and areas of need arising in the context of COVID-19. Professor 
Allan Dale has said that “One of the most powerful outcomes 
from a collective impact framework is the sharing of knowledge 
and ideas. It can provide a form of a ‘brains trust’ to solve what 
can sometimes seem like complex problems.”  

The under-reporting of and the potential increases in domestic 
and family violence during COVID-19 and associated long term 
impacts of trauma on children were amongst issues discussed at 
the informal meetings.

One of the attending service providers relayed information of 
the Tablelands project initiated by the Mareeba Early Childhood 
Community Network.  ‘Backseat Books” involved the placement 
of childrens books in attending police vehicles responding to 
households and children in stress. These books are utilised by 
police officers to connect with the children;  to help them feel 
safe and calm. 

Pictured left is Marty Ots being interviewed by WIN News. 
Above (L-R) are Genevieve Lehmann (Cairns Libraries), Jennifer McHugh (JCU), 
Arron Taylor (Youth Justice – Youth Co-Responder Team) and Senior Constable 
Rochelle Tolefoa (QPS – Youth Co-Responder team)  
Credit:  QPS
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in the communities - often already organized in groups through
their church, an NGO or as local women’s council) - could 
manage environment conservation areas very well. 

In view of the needs of women and their role in managing the 
community’s resources, the project will develop a framework to 
pro-actively engage women in the choice, design and 
management of the project activities in their protected areas.  
The UNDP GEF6 Project ‘Sustainable Finance of Papua New 
Guinea’s Protected Area Network’ has an ambitious target of 
65% of the positions in committees, set up to plan and manage 
Protected Areas reserved for women and youth.

To collect the primary data for the Gender Analysis and Gender 
Action Plan, Dr Gabriel has been working with each of the UNDP 
project coordinators in the pilot areas to conduct quantitative 
and qualitative research through focus groups, semi-structured 
questionnaire and interviews. To provide a baseline study, a 
substantive literature review on gender issues was conducted 
by PNG researchers Bernadine Danomira and Jeanne Tareasi, 
who are also assisting with the data processing from the survey 
research.

Logistical challenges to plan and conduct gender research in 
the pilot project sites include the high cost of road and river/sea 
transport, as well as availability of transport when needed.  

The fieldwork for Mt Wilhelm National Park was unexpectedly 
delayed by a week when the Prime Minister visited the province 
and all vehicles were booked out for the delegation. Other more 
unique aspects of the research include the researchers travelling 
in a shallow boat up the Sepik River inhabited by crocodiles. 

The fieldwork provided an opportunity for local communities, 
and particularly women to discuss their needs and aspirations, 
and to have a voice on matters important to them. The research 
insights will help to develop a framework to enhance women’s 

position in Papua New Guineas Protected Area Network.

James Cook University has partnered with the United Nations 
Development Programme in Papua New Guinea to conduct a 
Gender Analysis and develop a Gender Action Plan for the 
Sustainable Financing of PNGs Protected Area Network. 
In order for women, youth and marginalised groups to become 
more involved as partners in protected area planning, project 
lead Dr Jennifer Gabriel (Adjunct Research Fellow) says that such 
opportunities need to value and showcase the practical local 
knowledge and expertise embedded in the day-to-day life of 
women, elders, and others whose interests is not solely aligned 
with the economy, or biodiversity conservation. The emphasis
should be on maintaining and strenthening collaborative 
reciprocity and cooperation across and between families, clans, 
and conservation communities so they can collectively identify 
new strategies to move towards a better, more prosperous and 
sustainable future. 

Top down approaches to conservation began in the late seventies,
 with several International Non-Government Organizations 
(INGO) promoting environmental protection through the 
establishment and (when possible) registration of conservation 
areas as 
Wildlife Management Areas (WMAs) and Locally Managed 
Marine Areas (LMMAs). Overall planning and environmental 
analysis and visioning for these ‘protected areas’ was usually 
done by the staff of the INGOs. Community groups, mostly 
consisting of men, were established for the implementation of 
the environmental protection plans. At community level, 
decision making was usually in the hands of management com-
mittees of elder men (including local chiefs and other estab-
lished authorities), with only occasionally a few women mem-
bers. Various protective activities were undertaken, but with 
little involvement of women or young people. Most of the fund-
ed activities related directly to environmental protection, with 
generally little attention for other (immediate or long term) 
needs and aspiration of the local communities. Many women in 
the pilot areas visited were conscious of the failing management 
of the earlier projects and felt that they as women

Image courtesy UNDP Research Team PNG
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Pictured: Kimbe Bay Project Coordinator, Mrs Stephanie Tangole conducting focus groups in LMMA communities (above and below)

Protected Area Network
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The London-based magazine ArtReview recently released their 
annual Power 100 list of the top influencers in the contemporary
art world for 2020. The Cairns Institute’s theme leader for 
Creative Ecologies, A/Prof Jennifer Deger, has been honoured by 
ranking number 15 on this list for her co-curated project Feral 
Atlas: the More-than-Human Anthropocene.  
 
Feral Atlas is transdisciplinary work of environmental scholarship 
that brings together more than 100 scientists, social scientists, 
artists, activists and humanists to track the runway trajectories 
of environmental devastation caused by human infrastructures.  

Co-edited and curated by Anna Tsing, Jennifer Deger, Alder 
Keleman Saxena and Feifei Zhou, Feral Atlas includes contributions
by JCU PhD student and Feral Atlas Visual Editor, Victoria Baskin 
Coffey, recent JCU anthropology graduate, Dr Matthew Buttacavoli
and former JCU Future Fellow, A/Prof Lee Berger. 
 
In compiling their 2020 list, ArtReview has responded to the 
tumultuous events of 2020 by bringing “a greater emphasis 
on the circulation of ideas and values (about justice, equality, 
ways of living, our relationship with the environment and basic 
human rights”.  
 
ArtReview recognises Feral Atlas for modelling new forms of 
collective thinking. The jurors highlight “the power of putting 
diverse thinkers and makers from around the globe on a 
platform that goes beyond the usual limitations of physical 
place and intellectual disciplines – a form of networked 
collaboration that may be key to grasping the age of the 
Anthropocene and our current ecological crisis”. 
 
 The Power 100 is widely acknowledged as one of the most 
prestigious rankings in the international art community. Other 
Australians on this year’s list include MCA Director, Elizabeth 
Ann Macgregor, and interdisciplinary artist and Director of the 
2020 Sydney Biennale, Brook Andrew. 

Professor Allan Dale was the chair of the Developing Northern 
Australian (DNA) Conference. The 2020 conference Leading 
the Way in Advancing our Northern Regions, was held 23-25 
November in Rockhampton, Queensland.  

Although held in 2020 and adhering to COVID-19’s guidelines, 
the conference attracted over 500 participants. It provided a 
platform for all three levels of government, as well as businesses 
and individuals to collaborate, share the opportunities, 
challenges and outcomes for a growing Northern Australia.  

The DNA Conference is closely aligned with the ‘Our North, 
Our Future: White Paper on Developing Northern Australia’. Re-
leased by the Australian Government in 2015, this twenty-year 
plan was created to drive growth, investment and support in 
northern Australia through six pillars: 

•   A trade and investment gateway
•   A more diversified northern economy
•   Indigenous entrepreneurship and businesses 
•   World-class infrastructure 
•   Water infrastructure investment
•   Research and innovation 

Allan Dale said that “the conference offers the opportunity to 
discuss the challenges and opportunities faced with each pillar, 
and reflect upon progress being made in each industry.”

This year places the conference in its seventh year since its 
inception  year and it will be held 16-18 August in Darwin.

For more information, please visit https://www.northaust.org.au/
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The Cairns Institute is working in partnership with the Cook 
Shire Council to plan and develop a business symposium as part 
of the Cooktown & Cape York Expo 2021 - The Rising Tide.

The symposium will be held on the 15-16 June and aims to 
sustainably increase employment, economic development 
opportunities, tourism products and education services. It will 
also provide businesses and individuals on the Cape the 
opportunity to explore new and innovative systems and to build 
resilience in the face of environmental and economic change. 

Leading JCU’s involvement is Professor Hurriyet Babacan who

remarked  that, “This event will create an opportunity for the 
people of Cape York to hear and learn about some of the 
megatrends impacting growth, as well as practical tools and 
examples of how to build business resilience, improve liveability 
and improve digital connectivity.”

The symposium is part of a week-long celebration , 11th-20th 
June, which highlights Far North Queensland and Cape York’s 
unique history, culture, visual arts, performing arts, agriculture, 
tourism, Indigenous and non-Indigenous businesses. 

For more information please visit www.cooktownexpo.com.au

http://www.cooktownexpo.com.au
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Celebrating Indigenous Voices
Doromu-Koki, from Central Province, and the Manambu from
East Sepik, communicate: short and clipped sentences are the 
way to go.
 
Story-tellers in Yidiñ, an indigenous language from North 
Queensland, had an unusual way of recounting traditional 
tales. The speaker would often take on the identity of the main 
character and tell the tale as if they were the protagonist — ‘I’, 
the first person. Not so in Dyirbal, its southerly neighbour, or in 
many other languages. 
 

Every society and every human group thrives on telling stories, 
legends, and myths. The intricate fabric of every culture is 
reflected in how people talk to each other, and what they talk 
about. A legend may offer a cautionary tale. A myth might tell a 
story about how people came to be the way they are now, and 
where they come from. The tropics offer us an unprecedented 
and still untouched diversity of languages, cultures, and ways of 
understanding reality. What could be a better way of trying to 
understand the peoples of the tropics and celebrate their voices 
than by looking into the stories and their inner workings? 
 
The Cairns Institute Humanities and Social Sciences Research 
Workshop ‘Celebrating indigenous voice: legends and narratives 
in language of the Tropics’ (run by Dr Luca Ciucci, Rob Bradshaw, 
Pema Wangdi and Distinguished Professor Alexandra 
Aikhenvald) aimed at exactly that. Over three days, 25-27 
November 2020, seventeen scholars put their heads together to 
ask — and answer — the crucial questions; How to tell a 
coherent story? How to make it flow, and keep the listener on 
track? And what sparks a story in the first place? 

The workshop permeated with the sound and images of story-
tellers, starting with Ester Yuayaamb Kapakraw, a spirited 
member of the Manambu community of the East Sepik Province 
in Papua New Guinea. Pictured above.  

Linguistic scholars focused on the means of making a story flow 
— how small words like ‘this’ and ‘that’ work together in putting 
together a narrative in Tiang, from the New Ireland Province of 
Papua New Guinea, how chunks of sentences are repeated to 
keep the listener on track in Idi, from the Western Province, and 
how saying ‘it is the case that’ helps the listener focus on what is 
being talked about in Hmong, as spoken in North Queensland. 

Speakers of Nungon, from Morobe Province in Papua New 
Guinea, learn how to tell an elaborate story at a fairly early age. 
Social media and mobile phones have transformed the ways the

THE CAIRNS INSTITUTE NEWS
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Celebrating Indigenous Voices
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Among the Jawoyn of Northern Australia, the Trickster, in the 
form of a mysterious little Najikwere (Owlet Nightjar, pictured 
above), punishes the women who do the hunting in a society 
where women should not hunt — a cautionary tale which tells 
the audience what’s proper and what’s not.

A new genre — that of autobiography — is emerging in the PNG 
context, exemplified by the memoirs of late Maggie Wilson, 
edited by Rosita Henry.

Throughout the workshop, the intricate stories, images, and 
voices wove a mosaic-like tapestry of human expression in the 
tropical world. It is now over to us, the organizers, to transform 
it all into a multi-modal published piece — revealing the 
mechanisms and the themes of what the Workshop celebrated.

Pictured below are workshop participants, both locally and online. Above: Dick Moses - consummate authority of Yidiny language
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To finalise remote work and to enable further engagement with 
remote stakeholders and partners following COVID-19 lockdowns, 
many projects of the Northern Australia Hub (part of the 
Australian Government’s National Environmental Science 
Program) were extended until 30 June 2021.

Hub research has found that reduced flows for the Gulf of 
Carpentaria rivers could mean less food is available for prawns, 
barramundi and migratory shorebirds. Hub researchers visited 
rural and remote North Queensland communities in late 2020 
to present research findings from the Links between Gulf rivers 
and coastal productivity and Links between Gulf rivers and food 
for migratory shorebirds projects.

Professor Michele Burford and Stephen Faggotter from Griffith 
University travelled between Cairns and Karumba to meet with 
key regional research users, including regional government 
departments, Carpentaria Land Council Aboriginal Corporation 
rangers and staff, local governments and natural resource 

management bodies. Prof Burford then travelled toCloncurry
to meet with Mayors and CEOs from the North-West Regional 
Organisation of Councils. 

This research commenced in 2016 with a focus on the Flinders, 
Gilbert and Mitchell rivers as key rivers flagged for regional 
water development. Since the research started, agricultural and 
water development projects have been initiated in the upper 
catchments of each river. Project findings are now becoming 
available to better inform the impacts of development 
proposals, and to support better decision-making. 

The Hub’s Queensland projects are supported by The Cairns 
Institute through the Regional Research Coordinator, Lyndal 
Scobell.

For more information contact project leader Professor Michele 
Burford. For more on other Northern Hub projects in Cape York 
and the Gulf of Carpentaria, contact Lyndal Scobell.

NESPA: Delivering research findings to northern
stakeholders

https://www.nespnorthern.edu.au/projects/nesp/links-gulf-rivers-coastal-productivity/
https://www.nespnorthern.edu.au/projects/nesp/gulf-shorebird-food-supply/
https://www.nespnorthern.edu.au/about/people/michele-burford/
https://www.nespnorthern.edu.au/about/people/stephen-faggotter/
lyndal.scobell1@jcu.edu.au
m.burford@griffith.edu.au
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Bobikíxh - Indigenous languages of Chiquitania
Bobikíxh in the Chiquitano language is a voluntary cooperative 
work moved by a spirit of solidarity and reciprocity; this word was 
chosen as the name of an international online conference on the 
indigenous languages of the Chiquitania: Bobikíxh - I Encuentro 
de lenguas originarias de la región chiquitana (‘Bobikíxh - I Meeting 
on the Indigenous Languages of the Chiquitania Region’).

Located in the lowlands of eastern Bolivia, the Chiquitania Region 
in the course of history hosted many ethnic groups and languages. 
In present day, the main indigenous language of the region is 
Chiquitano (aka Bésiro), but also other languages such as Ayoreo, 
Guarayu, Guarasugwe and Paunaka are spoken.  The list is much 
longer if one includes languages spoken in the past (Chané, 
Chapacura, Covareca, Curuminaca, Napeca, Old Zamuco, Otuque, 
Quitemoca, Saraveca). Most languages of the region are 
endangered and deserve more investigation: Paunaka, for 
instance, is only spoken in a few families. Chiquitano has an 
impressive geographic variation, which is so far little studied, and 
its speakers are making many efforts to save their language.

On the 13th-14th November, the conference brought together 
scholars and students from three continents (the Americas, 
Europe and Oceania). They discussed the indigenous languages 
of the Chiquitania from a multidisciplinary perspective spanning 
not only linguistics, but also anthropology, data analysis, 
ecology, history, pedagogy, philology and religious studies.

Attracting over a thousand people globally, the conference was 
co-organized by the Language and Culture Research Centre 
(represented by Dr. Luca Ciucci) along with two Bolivian 
institutions from the city of Santa Cruz: the History Museum 
of the Autonomous University Gabriel René Moreno and Voces 
Indígenas Urbanas (a group of indigenous communicators 
presenting on the point of view of the indigenous people of their 
region). The conference was a multilingual event, with its official 
languages as Spanish, Portuguese and Chiquitano/Bésiro.

Further information on the conference is available on the 
Language and Culture Research Centre’s webpage. Videos of the 
conference are on the Facebook page of Voces Indígenas Urba-
nas (also accessible through the LCRC page).

Organizers: José Chuvé, Luca Ciucci, Swintha Danielsen, María 
Pia Franco, Brittany Hause, Andrey Nikulin, Paula Peña, Ignacio 
Tomichá, Claudia Vaca.

Organizing Institutions: Language and Culture Research Centre 
(James Cook University, Australia), Museo de Historia de la 
Universidad Autónoma Gabriel René Moreno (Santa Cruz, 
Bolivia), Voces Indígenas Urbanas (Santa Cruz, Bolivia). 

Pictured: Online participants and speakers. Credit: Dr Luca Ciucci

https://www.facebook.com/VocesIndigenasUrbanas


Laurie Bragge’s gift of his personal archive of material concerning 
his life and work in Papua New Guinea (PNG) to James Cook 
University was astoundingly detailed. Laurie was a “kiap”; patrol 
officer in colonial times and recorded histories of that time not 
just from an Australian perspective but also from the perspective 
of PNG people themselves. This made his collection extraordinarily 
valuable to the many within PNG,  Australia and other countries 
who are interested in the history of PNG.

This Cairns Institute Humanities and Social Sciences workshop in 
November aimed at positioning Bragge’s rich material in current 
debates about colonial governance and development and how 
histories of such processes should now be written.  The workshop 
also considered how such debates relate to understandings of 
PNG history through the different lens of Chinese relationships 
with colonial and post-colonial PNG. 

Co-convenor Dr Michael Wood says “If Bragge’s archive got us 
thinking about colonialism would some focus on the Chinese 
experience of colonialism help us rethink the Australian and 
PNG histories of that time? Does the recent emergence of China 
as a significant player in PNG, and the Pacific, have an impact on 
the questions we should ask of the archives of the colonial era?”

The workshop faciltated by Prof Rosita Henry, Dr Michael Wood 
and Dr Vincent Backhaus was well-attended by participants 
both online and locally. It involved interesting presentations by 
Laurie Bragge, political scientists, historians , anthropologists, 
and specialists in museum and development studies. 

Michael says “What was a particularly rewarding and interesting 
outcome of the workshop was the way many of the presentations 
productively engaged with PNG affiliated participants‘ 
understandings of their own histories. Given this encouraging
response we plan to publish the papers presented at the 
workshop and will  further develop research partnerships that 
will address issues raised in the workshop”. 

Pictured Laurie Bragge (top left), online participants (left), Dr Vavrova & Prof 

Henry (top right) & Dr Anna Hayes (above). 

Page 12

THE CAIRNS INSTITUTE NEWS

Re-visualising the Past, Imagining the future:
Race, Governance and Development in PNG
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Re-visualising the Past, Imagining the future:
(continued)

Pictured are the LCRC team with Prof Aikhenvald(top left), Dr Wood (top right), Prof Henry with descendants from the early Chinese immigrants in PNG (middle left) 
Christine Wong, Vyvyen Wong, John wong & Richard Cheong.  Dr Vavrova & Dr Backhaus (middle right), PNG students (bottom left)  and workshop participants enjoying a 

networking break (bottom right).
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PhD Introduction: Louise Henry
Louise Henry is a PhD candidate in Creative Writing. Her 
research responds to various dilemmas encountered that were 
specific to her writing project, and how these could be solved or 
addressed through creative practice. 

The project involved writing a novel based on the early lives of 
her grandmothers; their stories were of everyday women and 
presented an interesting dualism in relation to social class and 
place. Their stories provided a pathway into exploring the wider 
regional female experience of the first half of the twentieth 
century in North Queensland and in Otago, New Zealand. Three 
main dilemmas quickly arose; how to ethically tell family stories, 
how to represent a history that is little documented or known, 
and how to contribute to knowledge of women’s history given 
these limitations. 

In response to the ethical dilemma a combination of actions 
and activities were deployed. Firstly, consultation with family 
members about what was and wasn’t appropriate to include 
or exclude, allowing for a shared agency in the shaping of the 
narrative about close family members. Secondly, a close study 
of how other novelists narratively engaged with their ethical 
quandaries to find applicable literary devices. Lastly, the 
application of Harry Gensler’s (2004) ethical methodology, 
based on the golden rule approach, to reflectively
interrogate the creative decisions made. 

In addressing the limitations of evidence of the past, a combination 
of imagined and genuine historical artefacts interacting with a 
contemporary fictional narrative responded to the difficulty of 
accessing peripheral histories, consequently creating a discourse 
on this particular history. This led to developing the novel as a 
‘memory text’ (2010, Mitchell), and in so doing contributing this 
valuable regional women’s history to the collective imaginary 
of our past. Strategies such as these could be taken up and used 
by anyone interested in writing and representing marginalised 
histories.

Pictured (top) is the stables building upon the sheep station in 

Otago that her NZ grandmother’s family once owned. Above is the former Karitane 

Hospital in Dunedin  where her grandmother studied. Below is Cremorne Cottage  

in Mackay where her NQ grandmother once lived.  Credit: Louise Henry
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PhD Introduction: Jane Njaramba
Jane Njaramba is a PhD (Education) candidate in her final year 
of study. Her project focuses on researching immigrant African 
women entrepreneurs in small businesses in North Queensland 
(NQ). Jane arrived in Australia in 2009 from Zambia, where she 
had lived for five years, having accompanied her husband on an 
expatriate work assignment with an international company.

She completed her secondary and tertiary education in Kenya, 
then her postgraduate studies at JCU’s Cairns campus before 
embarking on a PhD program. Jane holds a Bachelor’s Degree 
[Economics], Postgraduate Diploma in Education [PGDE], Master 
of Business Administration [MBA] (Finance), Professional Diploma 
in Project Management [PDPM] and a Graduate Certificate in 
Research Methods [GCRM.], among other certifications. She is 
supported by a great advisory team; A/Prof Hilary Whitehouse, 
Prof Hurriyet Babacan and Dr Narayan Gopalkrishnan.

Her aim is to investigate the adult African migrant and refugee 
women’s entrepreneurship experiences in the Cairns and 
Townsville regions whose businesses depend on tourism.  As a 
moderately expanding immigrant group in Australia, African 
migrant and refugee women have not been exposed to 
substantial research interest. Jane refers to them as migrant 
African-Australian Women Entrepreneurs (MAAWEs).

The objectives are to: (1) determine motivation, (2) identify 
the factors that enable MAAWEs to become entrepreneurs and 
the barriers and challenges they face, (3) investigate the role 
of formal and informal learning opportunities to overcome the 
obstacles and facilitate the establishment and sustainability of 
small businesses.

Janes’ study is inspired by her personal experience as a migrant 
African woman. She noted numerous aspiring entrepreneurs 
among migrant African women and has developed an interest 
in learning more about this group’s experiences, and a concern 
regarding the extent of their needs. 

In her study, Migrant African Australian Women (MAAWs) 
are defined as African women who are Australian citizens and 
residents who were born in, or have recent ancestry from Africa 
(Hugo, 2009). MAAWES are MAAWs who operate their own 
small to medium businesses (entrepreneurs).
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the traditional guardians of the land on which the garden is 
located.  It is also intended that the gardens will become a home 
for the visual and performing arts, and that the community will 
be able to access the gardens for weddings, funerals and other 
important events.  

A critically important tenet of the Garden’s philosophy is that 
we demonstrate best practice environmental performance in 
every aspect of the garden’s design and operations to minimise 
our carbon footprint, from water management to energy use, 
waste management and biosecurity.
The proposed research and education focus will bring 
considerable benefits to Mossman and the surrounding region 
attracting visitors from all over the world.

Architects, landscapers, soil scientists and geotechnical experts 
are currently (February 2021) refining the design of the garden. 
Amongst other initial infrastructure there will be a horticultural 
nursery, which is the result of an exciting collaboration between 
Mossman Botanic Garden, Jabalbina Aboriginal Corporation and 
ClimateForce.

Visit www.mossmanbotanicgarden.com.au for further
information. Visitors to Mossman can expect to visit the Stage I 
of the Mossman Botanic Garden as early as the middle of 2022.

Pictured below are the executive board in the early planning stages. 
Credit: Simon Towle

Research and education will be central elements of the 
Mossman Botanic Gardens.  While the terrestrial and wetland 
plant collections will always form the beating heart of the 
garden, our ambition is to create a centre of excellence for 
rainforest research encompassing the many disciplines relevant 
to the continued survival of the world’s rainforests with a 
primary focus on Northern Australia. 

This research will include traditional cultural knowledge relating 
to plants and their management, botanical and climate science, 
horticulture, soil and environmental science, ecology, 
biodiversity, environmental education, social sciences, 
biosecurity, policy and economic research. 

The Garden has already commenced collaborations with a 
number of key institutions and organisations to deliver highly 
dynamic and relevant education programs for diverse audiences 
covering a range of topics. 

These research and education partners include The Cairns 
Institute at JCU, the Australian Tropical Herbarium and the 
CSIRO. It will attract the brightest minds in tropical rainforest 
research, enhance understanding of the crucial role rainforests 
play in maintaining the global environment, while improving 
our ability to manage and conserve the few remaining examples 
for the future,’ said the new Chairman of the Mossman Botanic 
Garden, Simon Towle.

Education opportunities for the community will also form a key 
pillar of the garden’s work. It will incorporate a number of 
related streams, including programs for identifying and 
propagating Australia’s unique tropical flora, rainforest cultural 
heritage, biosecurity and ranger training, and a curriculum linked 
education program for schools.

Once established, visitors will have the opportunity to be guided 
through the gardens by knowledgeable representatives of the 
community including the Eastern Kuku Yalanji people, who are

http://www.mossmanbotanicgarden.com.au
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As a result of the full day of planning at The Cairns Institute in 
October 2020 and ongoing discussions, the committee fur-
ther postponed the face to face conference to the 5th & 6th 
May 2022.  This will be their 10th conference; a multi-sector, 
cross-collaborating event and aims to bring the latest research 
and innovation to professionals in the Early Years field. 
This will also allow the conference to showcase the newly 
refurbished Cairns Convention Centre. 

In addition, it was decided that a digital symposium be held on
the 27 & 28 May 2021 with four keynote speakers over the two 
days. Further details of the conference can be found on 
www.earlyyearsconference.com.au

Current committee members are Cassy Bishop, Margaret 
Osmond, Tamara Stafford, April Schipke, Melissa Akmentins, 
Jean Henle, Rebecca Giacomo and Vyvyen Wong.

http://www.earlyyearsconference.com.au
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What’s On?

Details for these events can be found at: www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/upcoming-events/

Event Date & location
To be confirmed
CABAH/TARL Seminars 

TBC
The Cairns Institute

Early Years Digital Symposium
Register at www.earlyyearsconference.com

27-28 May, 2021
Online

Early Years Conference
Register at www.earlyyearsconference.com

5-6 May, 2022
Cairns Convention Centre

IX World Congress of Rural Sociology
Register at www.IRSA2022.com

19-22 July, 2022
Pullman Cairns International

http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/upcoming-events/
http://www.earlyyearsconference.com
http://www.earlyyearsconference.com
http://www.IRSA2022.com



