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The Cairns Institute supports JCU’s strategic intent to create a brighter 

future for life in the tropics world-wide through graduates and discoveries 

that make a difference. www.jcu.edu.au/about/strategic-intent.

The Cairns Institute’s location in tropical north Queensland and proximity 

to neighbouring countries in the Pacific and South East Asia offers unique 

opportunities to enhance human life in the tropics and contribute to a 

brighter, more equitable and enriching future for its peoples. The Institute 

is committed to understanding and informing critical processes of social 

and environmental transformation in the tropics.

As the world’s tropical zones face immense social, economic and 

environmental challenges, the Institute aims to provide innovative 

research with local, national and global applications.  The Institute’s core 

business of research, training and dialogue is embedded in commitments 

of excellence, social justice and engagement with the societies in which 

we work. Our unique profile is built on the following key concerns:

• Creativity and innovation

• Culteral and linguistical transformations

• Indigenous futures

• Social and environmental justice

• Sustainable development

Contact details

The Cairns Institute - Building D3

James Cook University Smithfield QLD 4878

PO Box 6811 Cairns QLD 4870 Australia

Phone:  +61 7 4232 1888

Email:   cairnsinstitute@jcu.edu.au

Twitter:  @CairnsInstitute

Instagram: @thecairnsinstitute

www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au
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Mobilising Indigenous Knowledge into Action
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 Through a series of mentored activities, participants were also 
guided through thinking about the priorities for their 
communities, and what research information they needed 
to inform decisions and challenges facing their communities.  
Associate Professor Watkin Lui says “the workshops are opening 
up conversations about what is knowledge, how that knowledge 
can lead to impact, and what constitutes evidence to improve 
the health and wellbeing of our communities”. 
Similar workshops were delivered in Melbourne and online.  
The JCU team have been commissioned by the Lowitja Institute 
to evaluate the program’s outcomes.

Images: (top left) The participants in their workshop session. (Below) Gathered 
together for a group photo. Credit: Vyvyen Wong 

The Lowitja Institute in conjunction with the Indigenous 
Education and Research Centre and the Cairns Institute, held the 
first of a series of two day workshops for Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander community organisations to come together 
to explore knowledge translation and research impact within 
their organisations.  Participants came from Brisbane, Cairns, 
Thursday Island, St George, and Adelaide. The workshop series 
titled “Pathways to KT and Impact in Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Health Research” was developed and led by Associate 
Professor Felecia Watkin Lui, Professor Komla Tsey, Associate 
Professor Mary Whiteside, Ms Lynda Ah Mat and Rev Les Baird.  
The series aimed to engage participants in activities and 
discussions around what is research and the importance of good 
research governance for Indigenous community organisations. 
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Professor Peter Case recently published a set of open access 
resources in collaboration with the Malaria Elimination Initiative 
(MEI) and the University of California, San Francisco. 
The resources are entitled LEAD: Leadership & Engagement for 
Improved Accountability & Delivery of Services Framework  and 
comprise a set of guidelines and practical tools for Ministries of 
Health and advisors to assist with the improvement of malaria 
healthcare services. It is the product of work that Peter has been 
conducting with MEI for the past seven years in low- and 
middle-income countries across the globe.

LEAD draws upon organization development, leadership 
learning, participatory action research, quality improvement 
methods, and principles of community engagement to improve 
operational delivery at the district, clinic, and village level. LEAD 
employs a systematic process, involving continual problem 
diagnosis, action planning, implementation and evaluation 
to build capacity for change management through a series of 
workshops, meetings, trainings, coaching, and mentoring over 
the course of the planning cycle. It was developed in response to 
requests from National Malaria Control Programmes (NMCPs) 
for assistance in tackling challenges in a systematic and 
participatory manner whilst, simultaneously, building capacity 
for leadership and management across hierarchical levels and 
ensuring sustainability of healthcare provision.

The tool has been implemented thus far in Vietnam, Zimbabwe, 
Eswatini and Namibia, leading to significant improvements in 
elements of programme delivery. These improvements include, 
inter alia: improved detection, testing and treatment, data 
quality, communication, and fewer drug stockout events. 
Additional benefits, such as capacity building of healthcare 
professionals and development of accredited training of NMCP 
staff, have also accrued, creating sustainable impacts in these 
regions.

To find out more visit the Shrinking the Malaria Map website. 
Image (top left) is Prof Peter Case presenting at BEMAS2021.

http://shrinkingthemalariamap.org/
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Adjunct Research Fellow with the Cairns Institute, Kristine 
Van Dinther, was happy to be invited by HAU: The Journal of 
Ethnographic Theory last year to share in the debate regarding 
the anthropology of morality.  Kristine’s research, completed in 
2018, showed how moral reasoning is shaped by emotions and 
temporalities in distinctive ways for people who care for family 
members with terminal cancer.    

The debate regarding morals within the discipline centres on 
whether or not anthropologists should have ethical agendas, 
whether it is possible to remain neutral in the study of morals 
and indeed, whether or not it is useful as an object of enquiry.  
This has been a hotly debated topic for several decades, but 
due to its multi-layered complexity, there are never simply two 
camps, for or opposed, neatly divided.   

After her article was accepted, Moral anthropology: A critique of 
criticism, she was joined by other notable scholars including

Professor Fiona Ross, Professor John Borneman and Associate 
Professor, Nicholas Langlitz.  

For those interested in the topic, the debate can be found in the 
December 2020 issue of HAU: Journal of Ethnographic Theory, 
10 (3).  The many views and arguments shared in this debate 
provide comprehensive insight into some of the key debates, 
and perhaps can help those interested make up their mind 
where morals fit in our study of the human subject.  As with all 
debates, Kristine had a right of reply to those responding to her 
work.  This was entitled “The devil’s in the detail: Consequences, 
intent and moral futures in anthropology” which can also be 
found within the same issue.  

Kristine begins work with a global company in July on a freelance 
basis to peer review and edit articles for scholars hoping to 
present their research in the appropriate manner for publication.

Image (top left): Kristine at graduation.
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Drought Resilience Adoption and Innovation Hubs
Earlier this year saw the announcement of the Tropical North 
Queensland Drought Resilience Adoption and Innovation Hub 
(TNQ Hub) based in Cairns and led by James Cook University. 
This hub is one of eight sprawled across Australia and are a 
centrepiece of the $5 billion Future Drought Fund. The 
Department of Agriculture, Water and Environment will lead 
the co-ordination of the Hubs and support them to become 
interconnected agricultural innovation precincts. 

Federal ministers; Hon. Michael McCormack MP, Hon. David 
Littleproud MP, Hon. Michelle Landry MP, Hon. Warren Entsch 
MP along with TNQ Hub members and associates attended the 
announcement of the Tropical North Queensland Hub in April

at the JCU Ideas Lab.

For the interim, Dan Christie holds the position as Director and 
Dr Rachel Hay as the Knowledge Broker for the TNQ Hub.
The JCU team also include Prof Stewart Lockie (Director, The 
Cairns Institute), Prof Yvette Everingham (Director, JCU Centre 
for Agriculture), Luke Deacon (JCU Connect), Prof Hurriyet 
Babacan (Professorial Research Fellow) and Prof Allan Dale 
(Tropical Regional Development Leader).

Images: (above left) are Michael McCormack, Stewart Lockie, David Littleproud, 
Warren Entsch, Michelle Landry and Dan Christie. Below are general images taken at 
the announcement on 19th April 2021 at the JCU Ideas Lab.
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“The Hub embodies a vision of Tropical North Queensland as a 
region characterised by an innovation and profitable agricultural 
sector, resourceful and adaptable communities and sustainable
farming landscapes. The region’s exports of produce, knowledge 
and technology.
To achieve drought resilience in Tropical North Queensland, the 
Hub, must take a whole of systems approach that is 
transformational, inclusive and strategic.” Prof Stewart Lockie.

Images: (above inset) Dan Christie in media interview with WIN news, and
(below L-R) are Scott Davis, Scott McAlister,  John Gavin, Robert Tippins, Luke 
Deacon, Michael McCormack, Stewart Lockie, Zoe Williams, David Littleproud, 
Yvette Williams, Yvette Everingham, Rachel Hay, Warren Entsch, Michelle Landry, 
Dan Christie and  Melinda Eades

TNQ Hub members include:

• Enterprise Management Group Pty Ltd

• Fitzroy Basin Association

• James Cook University

• Landcare Australia Ltd

• Northern Gulf Resource Management Group Ltd

• NQ Dry Tropics Ltd

• Reef Catchments (Mackay Whitsundays Isaac) Ltd

• Sensand Technologies Pty Ltd

• Southern Gulf Natural Resource Management Pty Ltd

• Sugar Research Australia Ltd

• Torres Cape Indigenous Council Alliance Inc

• University of Queensland 
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2021 CAIRNS NAIDOC WEEK BREAKFAST
Country sustains us spiritually, physically, emotionally, socially 
and culturally. Increasingly, and as shown by the pandemic, 
we worry about Country, and our next generations worry. For 
generations, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people have 
been calling for stronger measures to recognise, to protect, and 
to maintain all aspects of Country, culture and heritage for all 
Australians. The NAIDOC theme of “Healing Country, Healing 
the Nation” is about the historical, political and administrative 
landscapes adapting to celebrate and utilise First Nations’ ways 
of knowing, being and doing in Country, for Country and as the 
Country which sustains human life and all life on our home 
planet locally, regionally, at state, nationally and internationally.

Cairns Country is part of the Great Barrier Reef and Wet Tropics 
of Queensland World Heritage Areas. TCI has partnership 
relationship through an MOU agreed in 2015 with the 24 
Rainforest Aboriginal identified groups. The Cairns Institute’s 
Regional Development Professor Allan Dale has been asked by 
the Rainforest Aboriginal Peoples’ Think Tank to facilitate this 
year’s 2021 regional gathering to refresh the 2005 Regional 
Agreement’s Aboriginal engagement protocols and relationships 
for looking after rainforest Country. 

Cairns Country is gateway to the Savannah Gulf, Cape York and 
Torres Strait. The Cairns Institute’s Northern Australia agenda 
relationships are very relevant. 

Images: (top left) is Joann Schmider, (below left) Judy Ketchell, David Hudson & 
Rowena Bullio, (below) Gavin Singleton & the Yirrganydji Land & Sea Rangers team.

The NAIDOC theme for 2021 is Healing Country, Healing the 
Nation. Throughout Australia, people are learning more and 
more about drawing on Aboriginal knowledges of Country and 
for managing Country. At the 2021 June National Native Title 
Conference held on Kaurna red kangaroo Dreaming Country, 
Professor Daryle Rigney (Ngarrindnjeri Country Nation) 
concluded his keynote address saying ‘Country is powerful, and 
for traditional custodians acting lawfully as Country and 
speaking as Country, it is even more so.’ Since the Jabiluka 
Coronation Hill uranium mining controversy of the 1970s 
through to this year’s destruction of the Juurkan Gorge rock 
shelters, the nation’s people are becoming hopefully more and 
more aware about looking after the Country in which we live. 

The Cairns Institute (TCI) was represented at the Cairns NAIDOC 
Breakfast by the Director, Distinguished Professor Stewart 
Lockie, Adjunct Research Fellow Simon Towle, CSIRO Cultural 
Advisor Torres Web, Director of Terrain NRM, Mr Barry Hunter, 
and James Cook University Honorary Doctor Victor Stefferson 
who attended as guests of the CSIRO. They, together with fellow 
JCU Honorary Doctor, David Dhurwarr Hudson, were among 
the 250 guests gathered at the largest NAIDOC Breakfast in the 
eleven-year history of event. 

The Master of Ceremonies at this year’s Breakfast was Cairns 
Institute Adjunct Research Fellow Joann Schmider, who noted 
for all, including from the national NAIDOC Committee, that
Country sustains all of us, all our lives, in every aspect.

THE CAIRNS INSTITUTE NEWS
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- LARGEST ATTENDANCE TO DATE -

Images:  (top left) is Alwun Lyall & family with Joann, (upper left) Torres Webb, Julia 
van Velden & Zane Court , (left) is David Hudson, Neville Reyes, Henry Fourmile, 
Aunty Rose Richards; founder of Mookai Rose and National NAIDOC Senior, Barbara 
& Norman Miller and friend.  Images supplied by JCU’s first Aboriginal Graduates: 
Sandra Levers (JCU Cairns)  and Joann Schmider (JCU Townsville).

THE CAIRNS INSTITUTE NEWS



Torres and Cape Indigenous Councils Alliance Inc

THE CAIRNS INSTITUTE NEWS

Page 10

The region faces significant socio-economic challenges with 
71.1% of people classified as being in the most disadvantaged 
quintile on the Socio-Economic Indexes for Areas (SEIFA), 
compared to the Queensland rate of 20.0% (ABS, 2016). The 
median total family income for the region is $61,296 per year, 
compared to the Queensland average of $86,372 per year. 
These figures include Weipa, which has a median family income 
of $144,404 per year.

With digital connectivity being crucial to the many aspects of 
how we live, having a clear understanding of the connectivity
issues across the region is essential. TCICA commissioned 
The Cairns Institute and the Digital Media Research Centre 
at Queensland University of Technology (QUT) to develop a 
Telecommunications and Digital Connectivity Strategy for the 
TCICIA region. Prof Hurriyet Babacan is the project lead and the 
research team consists of Jennifer McHugh, Dr Amber Marshall 
(QUT), Dr Narayan Gopalkrishnan and Prof Allan Dale.  The 
project commenced in 2020 and a full report to the TCICA Board 
will be delivered in July.

Images: (top inset) is taken of Thursday Island and (below) is a customer utilising 
the telephone in the Cape York region. 

Participation in the digital economy provides a major opportunity 
to diversify regional economies, develop and improve global 
economic participation, improve workforce attraction and 
retention, and enable competitiveness. Moreover, deployment 
of digital infrastructure has significant non-economic impacts 
such as the facilitation of enhanced wellbeing, improved service 
delivery, opportunities for education and training, and improved 
liveability and social connectivity. Deloitte’s Connected 
Continent II Report estimates Australia’s digital economy will 
be worth $139 billion by 2020 (7.3% of GDP); bolstering digital 
inclusion is an essential component of the task of developing 
economies and communities in Australia (Deloitte Access 
Economics, 2018).  

The Torres and Cape Indigenous Councils Alliance Inc (TCICA) is 
an alliance of 13 councils in the Cape York and Torres Strait. The 
TCICA region covers more than 131,000 square kilometres and is 
home to around 29,530 people, 65.7% of whom are Aboriginal 
or Torres Strait Islanders compared to 4% in Queensland. The 
entire region is classified as remote or very remote according 
to the Australian Statistical Geography Standard Remoteness 
Structure used by the Australia Bureau of Statistics (ABS).
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Over ninety key stakeholders have been interviewed or have 
taken part in focus groups. Researchers have travelled to 
Lockhart River, Thursday Island, Cooktown and Pormpuraaw 
and across the region, people are living with unreliable slow 
internet speeds and poor to no connectivity when the weather 
becomes adverse.

They are experience periods of no connectivity when the only fibre 
optic cable that runs to the tip of the Cape and subsequently 
underwater to Thursday Island is damaged. This places significant 
impacts on economic development opportunities and 
communication with services as well as with friends and family. 
The report will feature detailed community analysis of individual 
communities’ digital accessibility plus a range of suggestions 
and strategies for improvements.

Images: (top inset) is sunrise in the Torres Strait, (left) is the telecommunications 
tower at Thursday Island, (below left) is taken at Pormpuraaw and (below right) is 
taken at Horn Island. Credit: Jennifer McHugh.



PhD Introduction Elizabeth Smyth
The Cairns Institute Research Fellow Elizabeth Smyth connects a 
forgotten novel set in the Wet Tropics Bioregion with the georgic 
mode of Virgil’s classical poetry in a paper to be published in
 JASAL, the Journal of the Association for the Study of Australian
Literature, this month (July 2021). John Naish’s The Cruel Field 
(1962) depicts farm labour and regional life, which is absent 
from Ray Lawler’s highly-acclaimed play, Summer of the 
Seventeenth Doll (1957). The Cruel Field tells the story of 
English-migrant Emery Carol’s experience as a canecutter 
during the fictional 1951 harvest at Cook’s End, Nagonda. 
Elizabeth’s research adds this novel to a handful of known ‘farm 
novels’, shifts a literary pre-occupation with pastoral leisure and 
ease to georgic labour and harsh realities, and re-asserts ‘the 
North’ in Australia’s farming imaginary. Furthermore, Elizabeth 
argues that Naish’s portrayal of fishing draws Indigenous 
hunting into the georgic mode.

Of all the novels set on Australian sugarcane farms, Elizabeth 
argues that The Cruel Field offers the strongest literary 
experience of sugarcane cultivation and addresses Indigenous 
dispossession and marginalization ahead of the growing 
understandings of the 1970s. Overall, her paper positions the 
georgic mode as integral to interpretations of the farm novel.
This research builds on the extensive literary research of JCU 
Adjunct Associate Professor Cheryl Taylor while drawing on the 
work of historians, such as former JCU Professor Peter Griggs 
who wrote Global Industry, Local Innovation: The History of 
Cane Sugar Production in Australia, 1820-1995 (2011) and JCU 
Adjunct Lecturer Bianka Vidonja Balanzategui. 

Elizabeth is a PhD Candidate in Literature and Writing, 
supervised by Dr Roger Osborne, Dr Emma Maguire and 
Professor Stephen Naylor. Her creative-practice research 
explores literary depictions of human and non-human life and 
‘things’ on sugarcane farms in the Wet Tropics Bioregion. The 
aim of her project is to enrich understandings of Australia’s 
farming imaginary and ‘the North’ through new readings of 

novels connected to sugarcane cultivation and by writing a con-
temporary farm novel. Prior to commencing her PhD, Elizabeth’s 
creative writing was published in Meanjin and longlisted for the 
prestigious Australian Book Review Elizabeth Jolley Short Story 
Prize. Awards include a Varuna Residential Fellowship, 
Queensland Writers Centre Maher Fellowship, and numerous 
Regional Arts Development Fund grants. She regularly 
participates in the Tropical Writers Festival and contributes to 
Tropical Writers anthologies. While this immersion in creative 
writing is a great start, Elizabeth has always known that doctoral 
research would take her writing to the next level. 

Additionally, she brings to her project knowledge gained through 
a degree in Agricultural Science and a Masters of Information 
Studies (Librarianship). Elizabeth finds her library qualification 
invaluable for academic research. It also allows her to work as 
a JCU Client Services Librarian. ‘It’s fantastic,’ she says, ‘helping 
other students with referencing and searching for information 
lets me share what I’ve learned. But I definitely benefit too. I’m 
connected and inspired by the students around me. We’re all 
working hard to make a difference in this part of the world.’
Elizabeth (picftured above) is passionate about raising the profile 
of the Wet Tropics Bioregion in Australian literature and aims 
to complete her Mid-Candidature Review in August/September 
this year.
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Image: Cane harvesting. Credit: Elizabeth Smyth.
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Having considered all available options and to avoid 
compromising the research, the focus was shifted from field 
work face-to-face to online interaction using the most relevant 
online interactive tools available. 

He employed three online data collection tools to collect data: 
1) The online survey generated by Google Form, 2) The 
facilitator assisted face-to-face focus group discussions (FGDs) 
using WhatsApp video calls, and 3) Online focus group 
discussions (OFGs) using a closed Facebook Group. The OFG 
discussions through the closed Facebook Group was also the 
main participant recruitment tool for online survey. Participants 
from the facilitator assisted FGDs were recruited by two 
research assistants based in Port Moresby. 

Teddy found it challenging to pull through the Covid-19 
environment, as he was unable to leave Australia to reunite with 
his family in PNG. However, he said the upside to Covid-19 was 
that it has opened new learning opportunities, particularly with 
the use of online tools for research, conferences, and seminars. 
He is currently analysing data and discussing preliminary
findings with his supervisors and hopes to submit his thesis in 
December 2022. His advice to those who starting on a PhD 
journey is to ensure you create a healthy relationship with your 
academic advisors, and always leave room for readjustment for 
the “uncertain” future. 

Images: (above) is Teddy Winn and (below) with Vice-Chancellor Sandra Harding. 
Credit: Teddy Winn.

Hailing from Papua New Guinea, Teddy is a PhD Candidate in 
Political Science, College of Arts, Society and Education at James 
Cook University’s Townsville campus. He has a political science 
background and the research he is currently embarking on is 
cross-disciplinary between political science, anthropology and 
sociology. His research analyses the impact of patron-clientism 
on corruption within the context of both the modern Weberian 
system and socio-cultural constructs such as the wantok and 
the big man systems found in PNG. This study is an effort to 
tackle a problem as complex as government corruption in a 
society where a strong traditional culture of reciprocity 
intersects with burgeoning individualism. The wantok and big 
man systems are examples of informal systems of reciprocity 
(ISRs), which are most often used as an excuse to justify corrupt 
actions and behaviour. There is little current research into this 
area of which he hopes to explore this gap further to make an 
important contribution to the scholarly literature and deficits 
in government policies, not just in PNG but also for better 
understanding of the cultural and systemic process across the 
Asia-Pacific region.  

Teddy started his journey as a MPhil candidate in 2019 under 
the Australia Awards Scholarship (AAS) Program and applied to 
upgrade to a PhD. Teddy advised that his time so far at JCU has 
been supported by a reliable team of academic advisors of which 
he is very grateful for the excellent relationships. His desire to 
upgrade to a PhD now was in part the confidence and great 
support he received from his advisory team.  The Covid-19 
pandemic has brought many challenges and disappointments 
and despite this unforeseeable circumstance, he says he has not 
lost faith. 
 

The traditional face-to-face interaction was his main technique 
for data collection and could not proceed as planned. Teddy 
scrambled to identify options to keep the research project alive. 
Restrictions on international travel between Australia and PNG 
meant that traditional face-face-face interviews with his 
potential participants in PNG was unlikely. 
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My PhD Journey has been one of the most intense and yet 
empowering processes I have encountered throughout my 
academic growth and development. The academic rigours as 
demanded and acquired has absolutely refined my skills and 
knowledge base as both a writer and developing scholar, 
specifically in the sphere of First Nation Methodologies and the 
use of Creative Practice within an academic context.

My case study focused on the repatriation of human hair samples 
of two of our female ancestors collected by the anthropologist 
Donald Thomson in the 1930s. My methodology was auto-
ethnographic and creative approach and practice. Fundamentally, 
First Nation Methodology (specific to my inherited lineage) 
guided my practice throughout analysis and interrogation. 
Multi-genred creative forms of exploration, method and analysis 
drove my approach throughout the process. As a result, a new 
method which I call Arnya Songline Methodology was revealed. 
A focus on Voice and Giving Voice to Voice was also emphasized 
throughout (Voice Emergence) which in turn also revealed the 
termed A Living Epistemology as well as Arnya Lecture which is 
my multi-genred Lecture format as a performative structure.

At this point of my academic and scholarly development I am 
reminded of my beginnings as a younger self roaming the 
bushlands of my home Country in the Western Cape. Throughout 
this time, little did I know that indeed I was organically absorbing

through lived experience the teachings and songlines of Country 
that would ultimately consolidate my knowledge base and 
therefore contribute directly to my scholarly argument and 
contribution to the academy. The teachings of collective kinship 
throughout the course of my life journey have weaved their way 
into the consolidation of my articulation and contribution in 
culmination. The filed away memories of a life lived to date 
served as well in which to draw from all in alignment and in 
accordance with the ontologies, epistemologies and axiologies 
of the Wik and Wikway Lore systems (i.e. the Wik and Wikway 
[Alngith/Liningithi/Mbaiwum-Trotj] Academy) of my maternal 
inherited bloodline/s.

I owe all that I have achieved to date to the legacies afforded to 
me by my ancestral lineage/s, those that have gone before and 
those that will continue to come behind. I also acknowledge the 
songlines and academic kin (both national as well global) who 
have gone before and paved the way for me to enter into and to 
that which I have built upon. I have found kinship both within 
Australia as well as beyond our shores in terms of making 
connections pertaining to Integrity-based and Spirit-based 
Research (McIvor, 2010) as well as Exploring, Engaging and 
Experiencing [the] Self as a Native Method of Inquiry (Whitinui, 
2014). 

Images (below) are of the smoking ceremony which preceded the seminar.
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 Martin (Quandamooka Ontology/Quampie Theory, 2008), 
Wilson (Research is Ceremony, 2008) and Kovach’s (Epistemic 
Centre, 2009) are all academic-kin templates that occupy the 
same fireplace in which my work draws from, connects with and 
extends on.
I am deeply humbled with a heart full of gratitude to all that 
have contributed to my Journey and have provided support 
along the way both kin and non-kin.
Kankanam/Ooyombwith

Image (top left) is Fiona & her mother, (below) Dr Daniela Vavrova, Fiona & her 
daughter, A/Prof Jennifer Deger, Dr Sebastian Lowe, (bottom left) is Fiona’s family 
and (right) are her paintings on display.
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The Cairns Institute is playing a critical role in the RRAP 
Stakeholder and Traditional Engagement sub-program which will 
implement multiple research methods to ensure that interventions 
are developed in a way that is socially responsible and legitimate 
to stakeholders, Traditional Owners, and the public.
As well as helping manage the RRAP market stall at the Cape 
York and Cooktown Expo, Gillian is an environmental 
anthropologist who specializes in understanding communities’ 
deep and complex connections with their natural environment. 

Under RRAP, she is conducting “Regional Deep Dive” social 
research, conducting the first of over a hundred interviews with 
stakeholders, Traditional Owners and community groups across 
the Great Barrier Reef catchments.  These interviews will draw 
together valuable insights on community members’ experiences 
of environmental change in the Great Barrier Reef, how they 
imagine the future for the Reef and their views on pathways 
toward socially responsible reef restoration. 
If you would like more information on Gillian’s work or if you 
have suggestions for who should be interviewed as part of her 
work, she would love to hear from you: 

Contact Gillian.Paxton@JCU.edu.au | Ph: 07 42321340 or 
0422637000  

Recently, a post-doctoral fellow from The Cairns Institute, Dr 
Gillian Paxton, travelled to Cooktown to join the Reef Restoration 
and Adaptation Program’s Indigenous Partnerships team at the 
Cape York & Cooktown Expo. This dynamic cultural event drew 
communities from across the Cape York region, offering a valuable 
opportunity to talk to the community about RRAP science and 
research.  

As well as being the world’s largest living structure and one 
of the seven wonders of the world, the Great Barrier Reef has 
profound cultural significance to Traditional Owners who hold 
rights over and manage sea country, and immeasurable social, 
cultural and economic value to the broader Reef community. 
The Reef Restoration and Adaptation Program (RRAP) is funded 
by the Reef Trust Partnership and is a multi-institutional 
research and development program that is working to create an 
innovative suite of interventions to help the Great Barrier Reef 
resist, adapt to, and recover from the impacts of climate change. 
An underlying principle of RRAP is that interventions or 
technologies need to be developed in close collaboration with 
Great Barrier Reef Traditional Owners and other stakeholders 
and community groups so that they enhance community values 
and are socially and culturally responsible. 

Images:  Cooktown landscapes. Credit: Jennifer McHugh

mailto:Gillian.Paxton@JCU.edu.au
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The Early Years Conference (EYC) promotes the wellbeing of 
children and families by advancing collaboration and 
evidence-based practice and provides a platform to reflect 
multiple perspectives to improve early childhood development. 
In May, a digital symposium was held with the theme of ‘from 
theory to practice’ and in four ninety-minute sessions over two 
days, valuable opportunities were provided to share knowledge, 
network and gain professional development.

The symposium took a cross-sector approach and was relevant 
for many professionals working with children from birth-12 years 
including early childhood educators, healthcare professionals, 
child protection professionals, family support workers, child and 
family counsellors, community workers and program managers.

Day 1 featured presentations from Prof Sharon Goldfeld from 
the Murdoch Childrens Research Institute (MCRI) and from Mr 
Nathan Wallis of New Zealand’s X-Factor Education. 
Day 2 featured Mr Joseph Coyne; from Queensland University of 
Technology (QUT) followed by Prof Amanda Third from Western 
Sydney University’s (WSU) Institute of Culture and Society.

Having delivered a successful symposium, the EYC committee 
plunged into planning mode in June for the 2022 face to face 
conference (pictured below). The 2022 conference will be held 
May 5-6 at the newly refurbished Cairns Convention Centre.

Further information: www.earlyyearsconference.com.au

Images: (above) are Prof Sharon Goldfeld (MCRI)  with JCU Alumni Cassy Bishop 
from The Benevolent Society and EYC committee member. 

Below is Cassy Bishop with Nathan Wallis (New Zealand’s XFactor Education)

Images: (above) are Mr Joseph Coyne from QUT with Rebecca Giacomi from 
Queensland’s Department of Children, Youth Justice and Multicultural Affairs and 
EYC committee member.
Below is Prof Amanda Third (WSU) with Rebecca Giacomi.

http://www.earlyyearsconference.com.au
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immediate and long-term negative impacts of COVID on mental 
health.  Island Nations presented on the Impacts COVID has had 
on their countries and the responses to the pandemic. Experiences 
differed dramatically with Nauru having had no cases of COVID 
but with 90% of the population vaccinated, to Fiji with rising 
infections, then to PNG with increasing numbers but dealing 
with vaccine hesitancy.

Other topics covered were the availability and ethical implications 
of expanding digital technologies for improved mental health, 
mental health and communities under stress – self-harm, family 
violence, the particular vulnerabilities of children and survey 
principles and practices – adapting for complex cultures and 
social circumstances. 
Professor Zoltan Sarnyai (JCU Neuroscience) gave a well-
received talk on the potential and need for The Centre for Brain 
Health in the Tropics. Zoltan and co-presenters from the Pacific 
facilitated discussion about the ways in which Pacific Island 
Countries could contribute to and benefit from the set up of 
the Centre for Brain Health in the Tropics at JCU – a world first. 
Collaboration is the key and the conference provided the ideal 
pathways to develop critical relationships. 

Images: (above) is TCI’s Adjunct Prof Ernest Hunter and (below) Jennifer McHugh 
managing the logistics of the online symposium from her laptop.

Over eighteen years, Creating Futures has evolved from a 
conference to a movement that seeks to harness the
experience, expertise, innovation and goodwill to build the 
capacities necessary to improve the mental health status of 
disadvantaged populations in Australasia and the Western 
Pacific. It exists as an independent, task-focused collaboration
of individuals and institutions built on a foundation of 
relationships of trust across time, terrain, sectors and special 
interests. The 9th Creating Futures Conference was held online 
on July 21-22. 

The Cairns Institute (TCI) Adjunct Professor Ernest Hunter is 
the Conference Convener and together with Jennifer McHugh 
have been key conference organisers since 2012. TCI Fellow Dr 
Narayan Gopalkrishnan was a presenter and sits on the Steering 
Committee. Other supporters include; Fiji National University 
(FNU), The University of Papua New Guines (UPNG), World 
Health Organisation (WHO), University of Queensland (UQ), 
St Vincent’s Hospital, The Royal Australian and New Zealand 
College of Psychiatrists (RANZCP), SPC and Tonga, Samoa, 
Kiribati, Cook Islands and Solomon Islands Ministries of Health.

Despite a small budget and a lack of experience with digital 
platforms, the conference organisers were pleased with the 
results and deemed it a success.  With 316 registrations; this 
equated to 130 sites, 9 timezones and 22 countries including 
Bhutan, Micronesia, Nauru, Indian, Maldives, USA, Samoa,
 Australia, New Zealand and Fiji. There was 28 presenters; 
including a pre-recorded introduction from Professor Vikram 
Patel, now located at Harvard. Keynote Presenter Assoc. Prof 
Abhijit Nadkarni from the London School of Hygiene and 
Tropical Medicine outlined how we need to Build Back Better 
Mental Health Global Mental Health as opposed to returning 
to pre-COVID conditions. Some recommendations included the 
need to integrate mental health interventions into other sectors, 
addressing mental health in children and incorporating technology 
innovations into mental health services. Currently based in Goa, 
Abhijit discussed the COVID experience in India and the 
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In the next few weeks the conference presentations will be 
uploaded to the Creating Futures website www.creatingfutures.
org.au and at later, a report outlining the conference will be 
published and a survey completed by attendees.

The feedback has been overwhelmingly positive. Many suggested 
that considerations of the significant impacts of COVID on the 
regions are both physical and mental health, or as they say in 
Fiji, “there is no health without mental health.” There is a large 
need for Pacific countries to come together, connect and learn 
from each other and Creating Futures is a platform that helps 
facilitate this.  A delegate from Nauru said “Sitting in the two-
day conference had created a lot of thought, inspiration and 
drive to try and boost the services in our countries and current

places of work despite the challenges we may have at hand, and 
learning from the other presentations as well. I hope we will 
continue to support one another through frequent contacts via 
webinars and zoom sessions to keep the momentum going.”

There have been many insightful comments from attendees 
including the following; “Mental health has always been a 
pandemic but COVID seems to have the spotlight. Mental 
health needs to be addressed, it is also a pandemic.” 
This brings us back to the conference opening and the quote 
from Vikram Patel “Mental Health is the greatest personal 
asset.”

Images: (above) is Prof Abhijit Nadkarni from London School of Hygiene & Tropical 
Medicine and (below) are attendees on the Brain Health session.

http://www.creatingfutures
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Images: (inset) Cairns, (above) Nauru,(below left) Tonga’s Ministry of Health, (below left) list of Steering committee and (below right) Solomon Islands. 
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continued

Images: (inset) Fiji, (above) Solomon Islands Hub 1,(below left) World Health Organisation, (below right) Mental health team in Samoa. 
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Cooktown provided the spectacular backdrop for the symposium
held June 15-16 as part of the Cooktown & Cape York Expo. The 
Cairns Institute, led by Professor Hurriyet Babacan, in partnership 
with the Cook Shire Council developed the program and hosted 
this inaugural Symposium. The aims were to strengthen resilience, 
adaptability and innovation in the Cape York region as well as to 
provide practical skills for small business and digital startups. 
The attendance of approximately 40-50 people attending each 
of the 6 sessions exceeded expectations. The audience came 
from the Cook Shire and all across the Cape York region; 
included were Weipa, Hope Vale and Lockhart River. The event 
was opened by the Traditional Owners and Mayor Peter Scott. 

Across the two day event, there were 27 speakers; including 
Hurriyet Babacan (JCU), Krista Watkins (Natural Evolution and
Cairns Business Women’s Club), Pip Schoor (Torres Cape
Indigenous Council Alliance), Johny Murrison (Jarramali

Enterprises), Mark Olsen (TTNQ), Peter Laurie (Junta Director, 
Entrepreneur in Residence - ilab at University of Queensland, 
Software Developer & Start-up Mentor), and Desley Ferrando 
(Department of Employment, Small Business and Training). 
Mayor Scott said that the symposium had managed to be both 
“aspirational and inspirational”

One of the sessions facilitated by Professor Allan Dale, was the 
Cape York Regional Development forum; designed to highlight 
and provide discussion on some of the larger infrastructure 
projects occurring on Cape York. It involved representatives from 
Department of Main Roads, Regional Development Australia 
Tropical North, Department of Agriculture, NBN Co and the 
Cape York Natural Resource Management (NRM).

Images (top left) Sunset networking on the river cruise, (below) the main stage at 

sunset, (page 21 inset) Prof  Allan Dale hosting the forum.

THE CAIRNS INSTITUTE NEWS
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The event was observed to be a huge success, as it was the first 
of its kind held in the Cape York region.  

Some formal feedback received were:
“A great event, great speakers, good diversity in topics, highly 
relevant, well run and coordinated.”
“I think you’ve created a fantastic business Symposium template 
that could be taken to all small communities in North 
Queensland.” 
“All the speakers stood out in their own way. All very good. We only 
went originally for the first few hours but ended up staying the full 
two days. Very impressed by all the speakers. Thankyou.”

Images: (above right) sunset over Cooktown, and (above L-R) are Mayor Peter Scott, Cook Shire Council (CSC), Rachel Miller (CSC), Melita Engwirda (CSC),Vanessa 
Cannon (Festival Director), Lawrence Booth (CSC) Director of Community, Economy and Innovation, Jenni James (CSC),  Jennifer McHugh (TCI) & Prof Hurriyet Babacan 
(TCI).  Credit: Jennifer McHugh
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Inspiration behind The Litterateurs Rainforest Retreat from Tony Castles PhD Candidate

“Academic writing does not always come easily for many of us. Like all of us who are writing, I want to be succinct and 
productive. Mostly I want my writings to be engaging and informative. I am told that restorative sleep, exercise, a good diet, 
and a balanced mind-set improves cognitive function. It is also said that challenging the mind is a healthy Segway into a 
sharp intellectual capacity. There is no doubt that tackling a PhD or writing a novel challenge the mind in a variety of ways. 
Yoga, meditation, and mountain walks help me to think over things or to simply give my brain a well-deserved rest. I 
consciously make the effort to sleep and eat well to get my mind in a focused state to create a flow of words. Brain 
stimulating music or writing with others, all clicking away on our keyboards along with the sounds of minds ticking over 
offers an added inspiration. However, in day-to-day activity, other priorities of life get in the way, and it can become 
difficult to find sustained time to indulge in writing. Many academic authors have recognised academic writing retreats as a 
strategic way in which to develop a writing practice, increase publications and enhance academic development.

I attended an Academic Writers Retreat in Bali, in November 2019. It was a one-week residential in the secluded mountains. 
The purpose of the retreat was to allow for time away to focus and make advances in one’s research and scholarly writing 
in a supportive and social environment. Held in a traditional Bali house style retreat centre amongst the hills and rice 
paddies, it offered a selection of inspiring and aesthetic spaces in which to write and provided daily yoga, massages, 
guided walks in the rice paddies and to local swimming holes. Delicious food was prepared and served, much of it fresh 
from the garden. 

Personally, I found the retreat inspiring and productive, and I met some remarkably interesting people from around the 
world. I wanted to go again, and I had found a perfect retreat in Tuscany. However, Covid-19 hit. I searched for an 
alternative writers retreat in Australia but could only find retreats that were instructional. I just wanted an inspirational 
and peaceful space, away from distraction, amongst like-minded peers. 

Together with my friend Tess Golding Clarke who is a creative writer and copywriter, we developed a writers retreat. We 
wanted to create something special that offered a beautiful space to immerse ourselves in whilst working on our writing 
projects. We discussed the idea of bringing both academic and story writers together to share what might or might not 
prove to be unique perspectives of the written word and to encourage an inspirational and thought-provoking 
environment. 

It is a great pleasure to present the serenity of the beautiful coastal rain forest, the coming together of like-minded peers, 
delightful discussions over sumptuous vegetarian meals, yoga classes, meditation and bush and beach walks. We invite 
you to join us and immerse yourself in nature whilst you write.“    For further information see https://fb.me/e/2jjpQDl7r 

https://fb.me/e/2jjpQDl7r
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What’s happening in the Institute?

Details for these events can be found at: www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/upcoming-events/

Event Date & location
How climate change is impacting on some of the world’s earliest rock art
CABAH/TARL Seminar | Jillian Huntley

21 August
The Cairns Institute

Living apart but connected. Tooth agenesis and population connections in mainland 
Southeast Asia
CABAH/TARL Seminar | Natasha Heap

27 August
The Cairns Institute

New pathways for small-scale fisheries livelihoods in the Pacific - Sportfishing Tourism 
in PNG and beyond
CABAH/TARL Seminar | Amy Diedrich

3 September
The Cairns Institute

Chronologically modelling the Torres Strait: Using chronometric quality assurance 
frameworks to re-evaluate archaeological sites
CABAH/TARL Seminar | Lauren Linnenlucke

10 September
The Cairns Institute

Investigating ‘silences’ in Australian rock art
CABAH/TARL Seminar | Sally May

17 September
The Cairns Institute

How industry drove social and environmental changes in ancient Arabia
CABAH/TARL Seminar | Seppi Lehner

24 September
The Cairns Institute

Connectivity, flow and change: Social perspectives on the Great Barrier Reef
Social Science Community for the Great Barrier Reef

5 October
Townsville

A reconstruction of the holocene fire and environmental history from Kinrara Swamp, 
North Queensland
CABAH/TARL Seminar | Rainy Comley

8 October
The Cairns Institute

Mystery shipwrecks: Clues to the Kenn Reef unidentified sites
CABAH/TARL Seminar | Maddy McAllister

15 October
The Cairns Institute

Solving for the unknown: methodological approaches to submerged landscape
archaeology
CABAH/TARL Seminar | Chelsea Wiseman

22 October 
The Cairns Institute

Developing hypotheses of hominim mobility and lithic procurement at Liang Bua:
A simulation approach
CABAH/TARL Seminar | Sam Lin

29 October 
The Cairns Institute

The Litterateurs Rainforest Retreat for Academic and Creative Writers
Tess Golding-Clarke, Kitchen Table of Metaphysics & Tony Castles

10 November
Mission Beach

Early Years Conference
Register at www.earlyyearsconference.com.au

5-6 May, 2022
Cairns Convention Centre

Sunbelt 2022 Australia
International Network for Social Network Analysis Conference

12-16 July, 2022
Cairns Convention Centre

XV World Congress of Rural Sociology
Register at www.IRSA2022.com

19-22 July, 2022
Pullman Cairns International

http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/upcoming-events/
http://www.earlyyearsconference.com.au
http://www.IRSA2022.com

