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The Cairns Institute supports JCU’s strategic intent to create a brighter 

future for life in the tropics world-wide through graduates and discoveries 

that make a difference. www.jcu.edu.au/about/strategic-intent.

The Cairns Institute’s location in tropical north Queensland and proximity 

to neighbouring countries in the Pacific and South East Asia offers unique 

opportunities to enhance human life in the tropics and contribute to a 

brighter, more equitable and enriching future for its peoples. The Institute 

is committed to understanding and informing critical processes of social 

and environmental transformation in the tropics.

As the world’s tropical zones face immense social, economic and 

environmental challenges, the Institute aims to provide innovative 

research with local, national and global applications.  The Institute’s core 

business of research, training and dialogue is embedded in commitments 

of excellence, social justice and engagement with the societies in which 

we work. Our unique profile is built on the following key concerns:

• Creativity and innovation

• Culteral and linguistical transformations

• Indigenous futures

• Social and environmental justice

• Sustainable development

Contact details

The Cairns Institute - Building D3

James Cook University Smithfield QLD 4878

PO Box 6811 Cairns QLD 4870 Australia

Phone:  +61 7 4232 1888

Email:   cairnsinstitute@jcu.edu.au

Twitter:  @CairnsInstitute

Instagram: @thecairnsinstitute

www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au
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The Cairns Institute’s Research Fellow, Dr Vincent Backhaus had 

the opportunity to speak with radio host Trevor Tim on Bumma 

Bippera Media’s TalkBlack in May.  

As one of very few Aboriginal and Torres Strait islander scholars 

working in the Tropical Far North Queensland research space 

Vincent and Trevor had much to talk about. Their conversation 

traversed Vincent’s  own journey; from his career pivot; an 

aircraft maintenance engineer to a James Cook University

undergraduate student in Cairns, then to his completion of a 

doctorate in Indigenous Education from the University of 

Cambridge, United Kingdom. Trevor’s drive to interview 

individuals such as Vincent is part of his passion to raise the 

profile of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and share 

their stories with others in the community and abroad. 

Vincent’s journey is one of those stories and with that his 

continued connection to country and people make up a large 

part of who he is today.

After talking through his own story, Vincent also discussed the 

research project he is currently working on, the Crown of Thorns 

Starfish (COTS) Reef Traditional Owner co-design, values and 

governance assessment project. 

Vincent had just presented on his work at the Cairns Institute 

Impact and Engagement Seminar and his project which is 

co-investigated by Distinguished Prof Stewart Lockie, 

Associate Prof Felecia Watkin Lui (JCU IERC) and Dr Kirsten 

Maclean (CSIRO) seeks to explore a Traditional Owner led 

community of practice framework which aims to support 

Traditional Owner aspirations and to inform the development 

and deployment of COTS management options which reflect 

Reef Traditional Owner values.  

Dr Vincent Backhaus

From here their conversation focussed on the promotion of 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait people in sea and land country 

spaces and how the governance mechanisms between 

traditional and western structures and science need to meet 

in the middle. Vincent explained that the his project is both 

challenging and rewarding and that one of his main focus is 

on how to effectively support traditional owners to be able to 

advocate for what they want in terms of reef futures and COTS 

management. 

Vincent’s project is part of a larger Crown of Thorns Control 

Innovation Program, funded by the Reef Trust Partnership, which 

is a seeking to further develop innovative methods that improve 

the efficacy of COTS control and surveillance. 

The interview lasted close to 40 mins however both Trevor and 

Vincent could have talked for hours about the many challenges 

and privileges they both experience in the research and media 

sectors but the main message as Vincent explains:

‘is about the conversations that need to be had with regards 

to connecting people to Country through Education and the 

importance of opening and supporting education pathways for 

the next generation of First Nation thinkers and leaders’

It is envisioned that more collaboration can be had between 

BBM and the various research project within The Cairns Institute 

particularly relating to First Nations and Indigenous Futures, 

so watch this space. Bumma Bippera Media’s TalkBlack is a 

national talkback show focusing on current affairs and issues of 

importance to Indigenous people right around Australia it airs 

weekdays at 11am tune in and listen on 98.7 FM.  

For more information, contact Vincent.Backhaus@jcu.edu.au
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After two years of postponement; restricted international borders, 

COVID-19 regulations and airline schedule disruptions, delegates 

converged onto Cairns for the XV World Congress of Rural

Sociology 19-22 July at the Pullman Cairns International Hotel.

Congress was opened with Gudgugudgu Fourmile welcoming all 

delegates, followed by a video message from the IRSA President; 

Koichi Ikegami as he was unable to travel from Japan. Keynote 

addresses by Dr Emma Lee, Prof Nora McKeon and Dr Monica 

White (live-streaming from Wisconsin, USA) were well-received.

Of the delegates, 52% flew in from overseas and 48% were 

already in Australia. 

Some feedback received:  

“The IRSA conference was a great opportunity to see rural sociologist 

from around the globe converge to share their perspectives and work 

on wide array of matters. The diversity of topics made the conference 

interesting and exiting to be at. Participating gave me the unique 

opportunity to engage with so many people from the international 

community, which was an absolute pleaser!” Sara  M., Australia.

“Thanks again for organizing such an amazing conference. It was 

such a breath of fresh air.” Emily H., USA.

“Just a quick ‘thank you’ to you, Stewart and the team for a 

wonderful Congress. In spite of the unavoidable Covid disruptions, 

it was a huge success”. Geoff L., Australia

“Many thanks to yourself and the conference team for an amazing 

event” Holly R-M. Australia.

“Thank you for your organization”. Tomoko I., Japan.

Keynote: Dr Emma Lee

“This was my first experience with an in-person academic 

conference and the experience was definitely positive. Many 

of the presentations were directly applicable to my proposed 

research, while others gave me much-needed background on rural 

sociology and inspired new ways of thinking. 

Overall, two things stood out to me: First, the keynote speakers 

were all women. This seemed to be a deliberate choice on the

 part of the organisers, and it was a welcome one. 

Secondly, I was glad to see the representation of different racial 

and ethnic backgrounds amongst the keynotes, an Indigenous 

Australian (Dr. Emma Lee) and a Black American (Dr. Monica 

White).  As a Black Caribbean woman who is relatively new to 

academia, I don’t take for granted the opportunity to observe 

historically underrepresented groups in this space.  The content

 of their talks was equally valuable, and I see many ways that I 

can integrate what I learnt into my doctoral research.“ 

Dani.N, Cairns
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“My experience of IRSA was an eye-opener. As an upcoming 

researcher, IRSA helped me to connect with other like-minded 

researchers from different parts of the world. It gave me the 

opportunity as a researcher from the field of education to witness 

a variety of presentations from other discipline within the field of 

sociology.” Dom O., Cairns

“The international community was epitomised in a session in 

which we had a speaker present in Spanish which was translated 

by an audience member with no connection to the presentation. 

This was followed by a speaker who presented a fellow colleague’s 

work who couldn’t make it due to travel difficulties. The original 

presenter was however able to facetime into the session and 

answer questions - so good!

 The field trips and time after each day to socialise with IRSA 

members really made for an atmosphere in which I really got to 

know people and their research. However, the keynote speakers 

and panel discussions at this  year’s conference has to be some of 

the best I have seen at any conference in a long time.” 

John B., Cairns

Keynote: Prof Nora McKeon

More images can be found on https://www.irsa2022.com/image-gallery/
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Alisa was finally able to attend the conference in July and she 

presented her research titled “Psychosocial Support: Situation 

Analysis of Children in the Southern Border Provinces 2018-

2019”.

Alisa was excited to be invited by the convenor to participate as a 

discussant for Prof Nora McKeon’s keynote presentation on Food 

Governance and Food security. 

“As a discussant, I had five minutes to introduce myself, share a 

few key reflections on how Prof McKeon’s presentation touches on 

my own work, and pose questions to her. I was very honoured to be 

invited.” 

Alisa added a visit to Nguma-Bada campus at Smithfield to 

reunite with her  JCU friends and colleagues. She had planned to 

take photos in her gown with her supervisors and Cairns friends. 

She explained “that it was important to capture a photograph 

with my Cairns’ friends – Vyvyen, Daniela, Helen and Mahar. 

They were the ‘wind beneath my wings’;  who looked after me 

while I studied for my PhD in Cairns.”

As a lecturer in the Social Development Department at Prince 

Songkla University, her work includes championing social change 

for women, disaster, environment and children in the conflict 

zone in the Deep South of Thailand.

Alisa hails from Thailand and had been supervised by Distinguished 

Professor Stewart Lockie and Dr Theresa Petray. She submitted her 

thesis in 2018 and had to leave Australia  for Thailand as her father 

and mentor (pictured above with Alisa) was gravely ill.   Alisa had 

hoped to celebrate her completion with the many friends she had 

come to know whilst based at The Cairns Institute.

“During the six months, after my thesis submission, I had received  

feedback from two committees for minor revisions. Whilst looking 

after my father at the hospital in Bangkok who was recovering from 

heart surgery, I also had to edit my thesis.”  In addition, Alisa said she 

still had to make frequent flights between Bangkok and Pattani 

where she is a lecturer at Prince of Songkla University, Pattani campus. 

When her thesis was finally approved, JCU posted her PhD 

certificate  to her and she was elated.  

“A month later, I received an unexpected envelope from Australia  with 

‘DO NOT BEND’ stated. I had no idea what was inside. When I opened 

the envelope, there were two letters; the first was titled “Dean’s 

Award for Research Higher Degree Excellence” to for demonstrated 

excellence in the completion of the research degree of Doctor of 

Philosophy.  The second letter explained that I had been chosen by the 

Advisory Panel and College Dean based on the examiner reports for 

my thesis. I was the recipients the 2019 recipient for this award and I 

chosen from 108 JCU researchers who graduated in 2018. “ 

In 2020, Alisa had intended to present her continued research at the 

XV World Congress of Rural Sociology, however, due to the pandemic, 

this was postponed to 2021, then 2022.

During this period, Alisa’s father passed away but she was grateful to 

have been able to spend his last years with him.

Image: (L-R) Dr Alisa Hasamoh, A/Prof Robin Roberts, Prof Nora McKeon

 and Camille Freeman.

Dr Alisa Hasamoh & Mr Adul Hasamoh
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Mossman Sugar Mill is the most northern raw sugar factory in 

Australia. Each year between June and November, they crush 

approximately 1 million tonnes of cane and deliver over 130 

thousand tonnes of raw sugar to the Bulk Sugar terminal in 

Cairns. They also produce molasses, mill mud and bagasse as 

by-products. 

Delegates from the XV World Congress of Rural Sociology were 

greeted by Deby Ruddell of Far Northern Milling and treated to 

a by-invitation only tour of the only Australian-owned sugar mill 

and one of the oldest.

Complete with hard hats, high visibility vests, safety glasses and 

earplugs, delegates were taken through the mill from where the 

billets of cane were hauled in cane-bins by road and rail, to the 

weighbridge and the shredders. Deby explained the process of 

milling, juicing, clarifying and the role of the evaporators. 

Dist. Prof Stewart Lockie and Dr Alisa Hasamoh

“That for 100 tonnes of cane, they would evaporate 

approximately 75 tonnes of water. The resultant liquid contains 

about 65% sugar and the sugar is now ready to be 

crystallised.”

Delegates were pleasantly surprised to hear that every part of 

the cane plant was utilised; the leftover fibre from the milling 

train ‘bagasse’ is burnt to generate steam which powered and 

heated the entire factory. “Nearly five megawatts of power can 

be generated. Power not used by the factory is exported to the 

grid and used by the community”

Much discussion was generated by the delegates who compared 

the processes, policies and practices of sugar mills in their home 

countries to Mossman Sugar Mill. 

For more information, contact DRuddell@fnmilling.com.au

Dr Chifumi Takagi
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Movement in The Streets
The Streets Movement Organisation (TSM) is an Indigenous 
community development organisation which provides programs, 
pathways and opportunities for the disconnected, forgotten and 
wayward, helping them re-engage with opportunity, education 
and community. TSM has been situated in The Cairns Institute for 
a number of years now and is appreciative of the infrastructure 
and support which has been provided by the staff and people 
associated with The Cairns Institute. These relationships have 
been an important factor in the creation of many programs and 
initiatives over the years.  

As an organisation with humble beginnings from the south side 
of Cairns TSM has grown to being able to provide and facilitate 
opportunities for Aboriginal and Torres Strait islander youth in 
the region and across Australia. While COVID has had its impact 
on the operation of community centres and international 
initiatives the team at TSM have been doing a lot of hard work 
behind the scenes and are currently working on building 
relationships internationally in order to continue to provide 
opportunities to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and 
organisations on the international stage.
 
The experience and lessons of over 15 years working in the 
charitable, social impact and community spaces have 
demonstrated to those within the organisation that traditional 
models of operation cannot and will not address systemic issues 
within the First Nations realm. 
TSM today has evolved into a more adaptive and independent 
organisation which is seeking to build an operational model 
which does not rely on external corporate or government 
funding. The need for financial independence, governing 
self-determination and an unfiltered voice from First Nations 
communities is what is required and TSM as an organisation is 
seeking to facilitate this as best it can. 

This has led the organisation down the path of international 
engagement tying into a broader strategy delivered by ATSIIEO 
(The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander International 
Organisation) in its mission to ensure First Nations 
representation internationally from a First Nations perspective. 

On his travels, an important aspect of the message Jesse is 
delivering is the push to change the narrative surrounding how 
organisations and government departments approach Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander communities. This involves having the 
real conversations about self-determination, representation and 
power that regularly get over looked when trying to address larger 
issues affecting indigenous communities. Over the past few years 
Jesse has been leading discussions surrounding the improvement 
of indigenous governance and economic development 
opportunities which he believes is the foundation that will lead 
to better outcomes overall in indigenous communities. 

Images: Jesse speaking at the United Nations Permanent Forum on

 Indigenous Issues (top left) and (above) at the Australia-China Emerging 

Leaders Forum

Jesse Martin



Page 9

THE CAIRNS INSTITUTE NEWS

Aside from various speaking events Jesse and the team at TSM 
have been strategically building relationships across the 
Asia-Pacific region in order be able to facilitate the 
MI-Experience, post Covid. 

The MI-Experience is a cross cultural and educational experience 
for young Indigenous change makers from regional and remote 
areas of Australia which has traditionally seen students travel to 
the United Kingdom and America to visit universities and 
institutions such as NASA and the University of Cambridge. 
TSM is now building towards also providing this experience 
across countries such as Singapore and China. 

If you would like to know more about The Streets Movement 
organisation, refer to https://thestreetsmovement.org/.

MI Experience participants

From here Jesse will travel to China, Vietnam, Singapore and 
Malaysia to continue to initiate dialogs in relation to including 
First Nation voices and perspectives into their international 
partners list. 

Image (top left) features the youth group who went to Cambridge.

 ‘The dominant narrative which has persisted in this 

country around First Nations “issues” and needs are 

centred around social impact. Ways in which to address 

crippling social issues such as criminal justice contact, 

mental health, housing, health outcomes, alcohol, drugs 

and violence are all based on the underlying assumption 

that these indeed are the issues themselves rather than 

the symptoms of the root cause of these symptoms. 

Those being lack of political autonomy and control and 

the limited economic development opportunities put into 

community. The complete negligence put onto these 

two critical components in community and indeed nation 

building has meant that we are now effectively putting 

band-aids on a broken leg when it comes to address the 

symptoms which plague our people. 

Through empowering our own systems and economies 

through international engagement we can begin to 

change the narrative in this country and begin to see what 

real self-determination looks like.’ 

“Through ensuring that this representation on an 

international level is made available, we are able to ensure 

that whether politically, economically or through social 

impact we are able to find partners and build connections 

whom we can work with on an equal footing with and build 

an approach to community development that fits with First 

Nations peoples rather than having this narrative dictated 

and driven for us. It is time we sat in the driver’s seat again 

in rebuilding our world. In this space also, we can not only 

learn and build from our international counterparts but also 

ensure that we are able to assist in our own unique ways i.e. 

climate change, land management practices, helping to 

build regional dialogue across the Asia-Pacific in relation to 

a consensus on climate changes strategy and approach”.

As Jesse explains: 
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Brain Health in the Tropics
Feedback from the session was overwhelmingly positive. 

Many attendees felt that they gained a lot of knowledge and 

understanding and were able to discuss the implications of 

COVID and other infectious diseases on the Pacific.  

“Brain health underpins a great deal of our individual and 

community well-being,” Creating Futures co-ordinator Professor 

Ernest Hunter said. “Good brain health is key to helping 

individuals and communities overcome disadvantage and 

prosper.”

All the session recordings and more information is available 

through the CF website https://creatingfutures.org.au/

The Cairns Institute has been a partner with the Creating Futures 

initiative since 2012. Creating Futures (CF) has evolved from a 

conference to a movement that seeks to harness experience, 

expertise, innovation and goodwill to build the capacities 

necessary to improve the mental health status of disadvantaged 

populations in Australasia and the Western Pacific. It exists as 

an independent, task-focused collaboration of individuals and 

institutions built on a foundation of relationships of trust across 

time, terrain, sectors and special interests.

Working with partners in the Pacific, CF aims to support on 

ground health professionals and community members with 

skills development, information, training, leadership courses and 

networking opportunities. In July 2022, CF delivered a series of 

four free lunch time sessions on Brain Health. The sessions was 

presented by Professor Zoltan Sarnyai, Head of the Laboratory 

of Psychiatric Neuroscience at JCU.

Topics included 

•   Covid-19 and the brain

•   The impact of infectious diseases on brain health

•   Stress, trauma and brain health – a lifetime perspective

•   Global warming and brain health

The online sessions were attended by people in Fiji, Indonesia, 

Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Cook 

Islands, Micronesia, Marshall Islands, USA, and Australia. The 

main supporting partners for the series included Fiji National 

University (FNU), Tropical Brain and Mind Foundation, St 

Vincent’s Hospital Melbourne, The Pacific Community (SPC) 

Asia Australia Mental Health, JCU and The Cairns Institute. 

THE CAIRNS INSTITUTE NEWS

Prof Zoltan Sarnyai
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The Queensland Parliament’s Education, Employment and 

Training Committee met on the 23 May to conduct a briefing 

with industry experts in VET challenges, opportunities and 

delivery of training in regional, rural and remote areas of 

Queensland. 

The Cairns Institute  Adjunct Senior Researcher, Dr Anne 

Stephens was invited to present to the committee on the 

delivery of health workforce VET in rural and remote regions, 

based on her applied evaluation work conducted between 2011 

to the present day. 

Ms Davena Monro joined Dr Stephens to discuss with the 

committee models of service delivery to better meet the current 

and future needs of students, workers, businesses and 

communities. 

Dr Stephens’ evaluations and research conducted with Ms Monro, 

of the training provided by Wontulp-Bi-Buya College and 

other services across northern Australia, was of interest to the 

committee who asked further questions about the difference 

between Indigenous controlled services and mainstream VET 

delivery, pedagogy and student profiles. 

Dr Anne Stephens

 The International Consortium for Electronic Business’ Regional VP for Australasia and  The 

Cairns Institute Adjunct Chair Professor John Hamilton delivered the Universitas Diponegoro 

(Indonesia) keynote lecture on ‘Industry 4.0: Towards Solving Key Digital Business Problems‘ 

to an audience of over 749 global participants, plus a follow-up youtube audience. 

Last month John delivered two Universitas Diponegoro Faculty-based three hour Summer 

School keynotes on ‘Competitiveness Enablers and Industry 4.0 Applications,’ and then a 

week later on ‘Industry 5.0 and Digital Competitiveness.’ Over 300 global participants from 

across Europe the UK, the Americas and Asia participated. He also examined a Canterbury 

University (New Zealand) medical services block chain PhD.

John Hamilton

John’s research into ongoing competitiveness continues to progress across transformative business and entrepreneurial studies. 

Investigations include competitiveness theory, firm/industry competitiveness, collective/sustainable intelligences and new 

technologies deployment. 

Currently, John, Dr Tee, and Dr Underdown actively support five active PHD’s investigating entrepreneurial software engineering, 

Islamic fintech services, procedural fairness for Vietnam Vets, body corporate risk mitigation, and supporting HR personnel within 

not-for-profits. For more information on his research, contact john.hamilton@jcu.edu.au
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Colm Keegan is described as, “One of the most important voices 

in contemporary Irish literature” by poet Kerrie O’Brien, and he 

is coming to The Cairns Institute, Australia! 

An award winning writer and poet from Dublin, Ireland, Colm 

was a co-founder and board member of Lingo, Ireland’s first 

Spoken Word festival, and more recently was guest editor of 

Poetry Ireland Review for May 2022. His debut collection “Don’t 

Go There” was released to critical acclaim and his latest collection, 

“Randomer”, was described as, “A pounding, propulsive collection 

that has a physical effect on the reader.” (Donal Ryan). 

Michelle Redman-MacLaren, a JCU researcher and TEDx JCU-

Cairns presenter, first met Colm in 2020 after he saw her TEDx 

talk, Can Poetry Make Us Healthy? which promoted the use of 

poetry for social change. In 2020, Colm led the ‘Writing Home’ 

project, developed with Kilkenny County Council, supporting 

homeless service users through the pandemic. ‘Writing Home’ 

won a LAMA All Ireland Community and Council Award for best 

education initiative 2021.

Colm has since become a poetry mentor to the “Deadly Poets 

Society”, a group of Indigenous and non-Indigenous poet 

academics and researchers who meet regularly through CRE-

STRIDE (Centre for Research Excellence – Strengthening Systems 

for Indigenous Health Care Equity) here in Australia. Michelle 

co-facilitates this group with Dr Vicki Saunders, Gunggari 

academic poet and JCU Alumni. 

In October, Colm will come to Australia to facilitate a writing 

retreat for the “Deadly Poets Society” on Minjerribah (North 

Stradbroke Island) as a guest of the CRE-STRIDE, and will then 

come up to Cairns to work with JCU and fellow CRE-STRIDE

 institutional partner, CQUni. 

Currently an Artist in Residence with the Department of 

Education at Maynooth University, Colm will also work with 

students at Kuranda District State College on Djabugay Country 

while he is in the area. 

Colm will also facilitate a poetry writing workshop in The Cairns 

Institute at 4pm on Wednesday 19 October (registration details 

to follow; numbers are limited). Following the Workshop, there 

will be a free, public Poetry Reading in the Ideas Lab where poets 

from the workshop will open the show, and Colm will deliver an 

open reading from his two books, along with other poetry he is 

currently working on. 

A/Prof Michelle Redman-MacLaren
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Shannon will be working on projects led by Professor Allan Dale, 

including the Rainforest Aboriginal Peoples’ Cultural Values 

Project and how management of the Wet Topics can better 

include participation and decision making by Rainforest 

Aboriginal People. 

He will also be involved in the Sustainable Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander Enterprise program under the TNQ Drought Hub.  

He supports that management of Tropical North Queensland’s 

land and sea resources reflects the rights, values and aspirations 

of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples, and that engage-

ment in agriculture and agribusiness provides positive social, 

cultural and economic opportunities for Indigenous people.

Shannon Burns joined The Cairns Institute in March 2022. 

Previously, he had held positions with the Queensland 

Government’s Department of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

Policy and Department of Natural Resources and Water and more 

recently as Senior Policy Officer with Cape York Land Council. 

Through his work at The Cairns Institute, he intends to contribute 

to the sustainable development of tropical Australian society, 

with a focus on North Queensland Aboriginal communities, 

through advocacy for statutory and policy reforms, improved 

corporate governance, land and sea management planning, and 

effective implementation of processes and projects which support 

positive social, cultural and environmental outcomes.  

To register https://bit.ly/Poetry_TCI

For more information about the upcoming event, 

contact  A/Prof. Michelle Redman-MacLaren, 

JCU College of Medicine and Dentistry 

michelle.maclaren@jcu.edu.au or vyvyen.wong@jcu.edu.au 

Images: Colm Keegan (right)

From the reviews below, we can be sure we are all in for a 

poetry feast! 

Shannon Burns

“Keegan’s voice is singular and urgent, trigger-full of 

musicality  and vigour.” Critic and novelist Sinead Gleeson

“Lively, provocative and genuine...no literary bullshit...

achieves the most terrific sense of drama from the 

familiar.” David Morley Poetry UK Review

“Creates an image of a rarely seen Dublin far away from the 

one portrayed by the media.” Katherine Lockton 

Eyewear Mag UK
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Other keynotes and invited guests included:

The annual Developing Northern Australia Conference was held in 

Mackay 6-8 July 2022. Allan Dale is the Chair of this long running 

Conference that provides a platform for networking and connecting 

with like-minded contributors to share the opportunities, challenges 

and outcomes for growing Northern Australia. 

Over 400 people attended the Mackay Conference making it the 

largest to date. A number of JCU researchers presented at the 

Conference including members of the TNQ Drought Hub.

Emerging strongly from the Conference was the knowledge that 

inclusive and sustainable development with a place-based focus

is the key to better outcomes. 

Madeline King MP, Minister for Resources and Minister for Northern 

Australia highlighted the importance of the North. ‘We all know 

that Northern Australia has strategic and comparative advantages 

for the nation. It is a gateway for defence and security cooperation 

into the Indo-Pacific region. It is an important producer of the 

resources that are powering the development of our region and will 

power the new resources economy.’

Prof Allan Dale

• Greg Williamson, Mayor of Mackay Regional Council 

• Senator the Hon. Murray Watt MP, Minister for Agriculture 

Fisheries and Forestry; and Emergency Management 
(via videolink)

• Senator the Hon. Anthony Chisholm,  Assistant Minister for 

Education; and Regional Development.

• Senator Nita Green, Senator for Queensland and Special 

Envoy for the Great Barrier Reef

• Senator Susan McDonald, Senator for Queensland and 

Shadow Minister for Northern Australia and Resources.

• Hon. Darren Legh West MLC, Parliamentary Secretary to the 

Minister for Regional Development; Agriculture and Food; 

Hydrogen Industry; and Member for the Agricultural Region in 

Western Australia.

• Hon. Glenn Butcher, Minister for Regional Development and 

Manufacturing and Minister for Water for the Queensland 

Government.  

• Hon. Nicole Manison, Deputy Chief Minister for the Northern 

Territory and also Minister for Northern Australia and Trade. 

• Members of the Northern Australia Indigenous Reference 

Group, including Gillian Mailman & Colin Saltmere.

“I intend to restart and reinvigorate the Ministerial Forum for 

Northern Development – the MFND – bringing together ministers 

with responsibilities for developing Northern Australia’ 

This announcement was warmly welcomed by Conference 

delegates, it was felt that the Ministerial Forum presents a 

welcome new opportunity for visionary Commonwealth, State 

and Territory collaboration, but this needs some independent 

drive, a clear focus and deep engagement.”

Minister King (pictured below), also made a key announcement at 

the conference.
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A number of the speakers acknowledged that while Northern 

Australia has only 1.3 million people living in the region it makes 

up 51% of Australia’s land mass. This low density means it is 

difficult to capture the economies of scale that would normally 

underpin investment, but Northern Australia has resources, 

strategic and comparative advantages for the nation.

A number of the challenges for Northern Australia were 

considered; including Supply Chains, Long COVID and 

Biosecurity.  Many of the opportunities and solutions also 

discussed the need to be more inclusive of Indigenous voices. 

Many felt that it is important to focus on the idea that 

development can be about transforming the lives of people, 

not just economies. 

David Phelps

Images: David Phelps (top inset) Drought Hub Head, Gillian Mailman (top 

right) Member of the Indigenous Reference Panel, Dr Rachel Hay (right) 

JCU Social scientist and Knowledge Broker for TNQ Drought Resilience 

Adoption and Innovation Hub.

Below is the Croc Pitch panel and one of the sessions at the DNA 

Conference.  
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Still today, Ayoreo is one of the official languages of Bolivia and is 
referred to as Zamuco in the Bolivian Constitution. 
This study also analyzes new ethnonyms used in the past for and 
by Zamucoan peoples. While confirming that Zamuco is a 
borrowed term, as assumed by previous studies, the “real” name 
of the Zamuco people in their language emerges for the first time.

The link to the study is https://journals.openedition.org/
jsa/19809

Ayoreo is an indigenous language of the Zamucoan family spoken 
by about 4,500 people in northern Paraguay and southeastern 
Bolivia. Although we knew that the name Ayoreo means ‘people’ 
in their language, the origin of this word was a conundrum. 

Indeed, the name Ayoreo only emerged in the 1940s for the 
first time, while the Ayoreo had been in contact with Western 
society for centuries, and many different names had referred 
to them. In the first half of the 18th century, a missionary had 
carefully described a Zamucoan language very close to Ayoreo, 
called Zamuco. Surprisingly, in the available documentation 
on Zamuco, the term for ‘people’ was not Ayoreo. Is it possible 
that nobody before the 1940s had understood that the Ayoreo 
were called Ayoreo? And, even so, why had this term for ‘people’ 
never been documented before? 

Although indigenous societies and their traditions are often seen 
as static and immutable, cultural and linguistic change can be 
rapid. For this reason, it was hypothesized that the name Ayoreo 
‘people’ had been borrowed recently. 
In a paper that has just appeared in Journal de la Societé des 
Américanistes, Dr. Luca Ciucci reconstructs the history of the 
name Ayoreo ‘people’ and solves the etymological problem of 
Ayoreo. Thanks to the analysis of new historical data, he found 
the first attestations of the name Ayoreo in the close 18th-century 
language Zamuco, showing that the term was not borrowed.

At the same time, the study confirms that the adoption of the 
word Ayoreo to refer to an ethnical group is indeed recent and is 
an indirect consequence of the Chaco War (1932-1935) between 
Bolivia and Paraguay. In the past, the Ayoreo people were 
sometimes referred to as Zamuco, from the name of the close 
Zamuco language, which is extinct. 

Dr Luca Ciucci
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On Monday 8th August, The Cairns Institute hosted a film 
screening of ‘Tender’. It is a film that documents the story of a 
community building a way to create more meaningful and 
affordable funerals. It is a heartbreakingly beautiful and funny 
glimpse of an extraordinary community taking on one of the 
most essential challenges of human life; its end. 

The screening was followed by a community discussion 
facilitated by Professor Allan Dale and led by representatives of 

Tender Funerals North Queensland.  Around forty people 

attended the evening session and the discussion centered 

around the importance and options of establishing a service in 

Cairns. 

Tender FNQ is a community-based group, working towards 

establishing a not-for-profit funeral service for the Far North 

Queensland community. There focus is on providing personalised, 

meaningful and affordable funerals using a Social Enterprise 

Model. 

Many people may be familiar with Tender Australia, after it was 
featured on Australian Story. Tender encourages practices that 
promote healing, including offering people the opportunity to 
participate in any elements of their loved one’s funeral. 
They are focused on enabling people to have the funeral 
experience they want to have. 

Tender Funerals Australia is currently working with seven 
communities around Australia:
             •    Canberra
             •    Far North Queensland
             •    Illawarra and Sydney
             •    Mid-North Coast, NSW
             •    Newcastle
             •    Perth

             •    Tasmania

The screening was made possible through the support of the 

Social Enterprise Network for the Tropics (SENT), Queensland 

Social Enterprise Network (QSEC) and the TNQ Drought Hub. 

For more information on Tender FNQ, contact Margaret Yandell 

tender.fnq@gmail.com

A community undertaking, Tender FNQ
Margaret Yandell
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Whilst in some ways we are more connected via on-line 

mechanisms there is evidence to suggest many of us are 

experiencing loneliness. Overall, we are all looking for safe, 

trusting and supporting relationships and a sense of belonging.

 
Below image is Jane and Professor Allan Dale, Program Lead Sustainable 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Enterprise at the TNQ Drought Hub.

The Cairns Institute’s Research Fellow and recently appointed 

Building Human Capacity Lead for the TNQ Drought Hub, Dr 

Jane Oorschot attended the IRSA2022 XV World Congress of 

Rural Sociology which was held in Cairns on 19–22 July 2022. 

Jane contributed to the role of extension in rural sustainability in 

the urban century section of the congress. She spoke about “The 

value of relationships through the organisational lens.” 

The presentation developed by Jane discussed the importance of 

a sense of belonging, and connectedness especially in rural and 

remote settings. Some of Jane’s insights were associated with 

the additional challenges in preparing for a transfer to a remote 

or rural location. Commencing in a new location also brings the 

challenge of establishing a social network through such things 

as sporting groups and community organisations. Her summary 

discussion reflected upon the continuous forming of 

relationships in our personal and working lives.

Dr Jane Oorschot
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Reef Madness
xxxxProfessor Ernest Hunter, an Adjunct with The Cairns Institute, 

recently published a book titled Reef Madness: Digging up the 

dirt on an Australian myth. The book centres on how for 

generations, Ion Idriess was Australia’s most popular author 

and Lasseter’s Last Ride – the story of a failed prospecting 

expedition in 1930 – was his first success and was the 

foundation stone of a quintessentially Australian myth. 

In collaboration with the Cairns Tropical Writers Festival, 

Ernest presented a public lecture on the 12th August at the 

Institute. This lecture which was attended by over 40 people 

discussed how authors such as Idriess portrayed Indigenous 

Australians using quasi-ethnographic descriptions of traditional 

Aboriginal ways and wiles as central plot devices. This 

misrepresentation was further perpetuated in other 

popular literature and in major motion pictures, with little or 

no contact with Indigenous Australians. With the country being 

in the depths of the depressions, these popular representations 

of Indigenous Australians in the decades before and following 

the Second World War are presented to demonstrate how 

Idriess – and others – commodified a primitive exotic in an era 

before television drew the public gaze elsewhere. 

Ernest is a psychiatrist who has  worked for more than three 

decades in remote northern Australia. Most of that time being 

in the Cape York region and the Torres Strait Islands. 

He has numerous academic publications and has also authored 

Aboriginal Health and History: Power and Prejudice in Remote 

Australia (Cambridge University Press, 1993), Vicarious

Dreaming: On Madman’s Island with Jack Idriess. 

Reef Madness: Digging up the dirt on an Australian myth, is 

available from instore or online at Cairns Books 

Prof Ernest Hunter
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Keynote addresses from Prof Ross Homel (Griffith University), 
Dr Paul Pritchard (Murdoch Childrens Research Institute), Sarah 
Davis-Roe (Qld Health) and Warren Cann (Parenting Research 
Centre) were well-received by delegates.
Dr Karen Struthers (MC) expertly guided the flow of the two 
days and drew these themes from the national conference:-

• How do we build the village?
• Build solid foundations - invest funding and effort into 

early years support rather than late action.
• Stop the silos - avoid fragmented service systems We need 

“no wrong door” for parents and children.
• Collaborate - build the village together.
• No one size fits all in the village - services need to respond 

to diversity in culture, identity and background.
• Be aware of the ecosystem - the economic, emotional,   

educational, health, housing needs and all parts of the 
system that make up wellbeing.

It was the first face-to-face conference held at the newly
refurbished Cairns Convention Centre since 2020.  

Further information and the full gallery is located on
 www.earlyyearsconference.com.au

We know that supported parents are the key to bringing up 
great kids, which is why the theme “It takes a village to raise a 
parent” was chosen for the 2022 conference. The National Early 
Years Conference held 5-6 May built on current knowledge, 
expanded frameworks and tool kits for practitioners working 
with parents; included early childhood educators, healthcare  
professionals, child protection professionals, family support 
workers, child and family counsellors, community workers and 
program managers.

A true cross-sector collaboration which benefits children of our 
communities; the 2022 Early Years Conference held 5-6 May at 
the Cairns Convention Centre. The Committee (top inset image) 
are represented by Act For Kids, Benevolent Society, Mission 
Australia, The Cairns Institute/JCU, Qld Health, Education Qld, 
Wuchopperen Health and the Department of Children Youth 
Justice and Multicultural Affairs.

The 2022 conference was packed with dynamic speakers and 
innovative presenters who focused on practical, research and
evidence-based approaches to supporting parents and primary 
caregivers. 
Practitioners came from as far north as the Torres Strait, as far 
south as Tasmania, and as far west as Western Australia.

Images: Hon. Curtis Pitt MP opening EYC2022, Christine Herman and Stanley Jones (centre), Drs Satine Winters and Marcia Thorne (right).
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On 13-14 July JCU’s Research for Ethical Development (JCU 
RED) group held its inaugural research symposium at the Cairns 
Institute via hybrid delivery mode.

Over two engaging days group members and guests delivered 
two panels and 18 papers, including Zoom presentations from 
Solomon Islands, Germany and the UK. 

The JCU RED group works to promote ethical development 
research and practice through engaged scholarship, applied 
research, teaching, training, and end-user collaborations. 
We work in the Pacific, Northern Australia, Asia, and other 
world regions. 

One of the most exciting and enjoyable aspects of the symposium 
was the space that it created for rich cross-disciplinary 
discussions. Online communication platforms provide many 
valuable opportunities for collaborative work, but there is 
something special about coming together in person. Many 
attendees at the symposium commented on the benefits of 
coming together on campus and the opportunities that this 
provided for meeting new colleagues and engaging in research

exchanges that would not have otherwise occurred. 

Presentations ranged from interrogations of corporate tax 
evasion to shifting baselines in evaluating development projects, 
colonial and post-colonial forestry in PNG, epistemic violence 
linked to China’s Belt and Road Initiative, sexual violence during 
the Rwandan genocide and restorative justice, the 
embeddedness of culture within health systems, belief in 
conspiracy theories, the centring of power and politics in 
conservation, development and health initiatives, gardening and 
ecologies of slow hope, and governance challenges surrounding 
the Burdekin basin. 

The symposium was co-coordinated by JCU RED’s Chair and 
Co-Chair, Dr Kearrin Sims and Dr Claire Holland with the 
support of members. Jennifer McHugh provided crucial 
administrative assistance and Stewart Lockie and The Cairns 
Institute provided catering and venue support.

JCU RED continues to grow and has a number of exciting plans 
in the pipeline for next year. If you would like to join the group, 
email Kearrin.sims@jcu.edu.au or Claire.holland@jcu.edu.au.

Image:  JCU RED researchers meeting at The Cairns Institute (below) and Peter Case (top left inset) presenting remotely.
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What is ToSI?
The Teachers of STEM InitiativeTM is an innovative response to 
support Indigenous women to succeed in STEM. Developed by 
The Stronger Smarter Institute, through funding provided by the 
National Indigenous Australians Agency, the Teachers of STEM 
Initiative provides:
 
Support to Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander women to 
complete STEM teaching qualifications;

Professional development for educators seeking to improve the 
STEM educational experience of Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait 
Islander students.

If you are a:
*    First Nations female community member or
*    First Nations female school Indigenous Education Worker or
*    First Nations female pre-service teacher studying in your 1st, 
2nd or 3rd year at university or
*    First Nations female teacher interested in completing a 
Graduate Certificate in STEM or
*    First Nations female existing Degree holder (Engineer etc.) 
who would like to study a Master of Teaching

SSI are taking written applications throughout the year. Read the 
guidelines and download the application where you will need to 
answer 9 questions
A panel of three Indigenous women will read each application 
and you may be invited to attend a virtual interview. Successful 
applicants will then be eligible to receive a scholarship to study 
from 2023.

For any further questions, inquire at https://strongersmarter.
com.au/contact/#contact
Please consider completing a written application  for TOSI on 
https://strongersmarter.com.au/tosi-application/

In the late 1990s, when Dr Chris Sarra became the first 
Aboriginal principal of Cherbourg State School, he challenged 
the whole school community to have High-Expectations 
Relationships with his students. The ‘Strong and Smart’ 
approach developed in Cherbourg is now used in schools across 
the country to embrace a strong and positive sense of what it 
means to be Aboriginal in contemporary Australian society. This 
success led to the formation of the Stronger Smarter Institute 
(formerly known as the Indigenous Education Leadership 
Institute) in 2005.

The Stronger Smarter Institute (SSI) have study scholarships 
available through the Teachers of STEM Initiative (ToSI). The 
initiative is funded by the  National Indigenous Australians 
Association (NIAA) and is a 10-year pilot project to support First 
Nations women in gaining teaching qualifications in Science, 
Technology, Engineering and/or Mathematics. ToSI includes 
Mentoring and Support Pathways as well as scholarship funding 
to enrol and attend university. 

“We are stronger than we believe and smarter than we know.” - Dr Chris Sarra

Dr Chris Sarra
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What’s happening in the Institute?
Details for these events can be found at: www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/upcoming-events/

Event Date & location

What’s more important than saving lives? The challenges of regulating tobacco in Indonesia
Social Sciences Week | Dr Elisabeth Kramer

5 September
The Cairns Institute

Unravelling the Northern Australian Glass Bead Record
Social Sciences Week | Dr Anna Hayes

7 September
The Cairns Institute

Necro-enforcers and Death-producers: Brutal Consequences of Power and Authority
Social Sciences Week | Dr Kirstie Broadfield

8 September
The Cairns Institute

Shame in Social Welfare and Development Programming? No thank you
Social Sciences Week | Dr Susan Engel

9 September
The Cairns Institute

A new chronology for the Maori settlement of Aotearoa (NZ)
CABAH/TARL Seminar Series | Dr Magdalena Bunbury

9 September
The Cairns Institute

Environmental Archaeology and Ecological Legacies of Indigenous Peoples on the Pacific 
Northwest Coast
CABAH/TARL Seminar Series | A/Prof Iain McKechnie

16 September
The Cairns Institute

Living on the edge: insights into the diet of inhabitants from ancient Myanmar
CABAH/TARL Seminar Series | Dr Anna Willis

23 September
The Cairns Institute

The Clam Garden Network: Exploring the Social-ecological Contexts of Clam 
Management in the Past, Present, and Future
CABAH/TARL Seminar Series | Prof Dana Lepofsky

7 October
The Cairns Institute

Exploring the longue duree of Aboriginal connection to country in South Australia’s Riverland 
region
CABAH/TARL Seminar Series | Prof Amy Roberts

7 October
The Cairns Institute

A Community-Led Approach to the Historical Archaeology of Australian South Sea Islanders
CABAH/TARL Seminar Series | Dr James Flexner

14 October
The Cairns Institute
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Images from #IRSA2022CAIRNS

More images can be found on https://www.irsa2022.com/image-gallery/


