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The Cairns Institute supports JCU’s strategic intent to create a brighter 

future for life in the tropics world-wide through graduates and discoveries 

that make a difference. www.jcu.edu.au/about/strategic-intent.

The Cairns Institute’s location in tropical north Queensland and proximity 

to neighbouring countries in the Pacific and South East Asia offers unique 

opportunities to enhance human life in the tropics and contribute to a 

brighter, more equitable and enriching future for its peoples. The Institute 

is committed to understanding and informing critical processes of social 

and environmental transformation in the tropics.

As the world’s tropical zones face immense social, economic and 

environmental challenges, the Institute aims to provide innovative 

research with local, national and global applications.  The Institute’s core 

business of research, training and dialogue is embedded in commitments 

of excellence, social justice and engagement with the societies in which 

we work. Our unique profile is built on the following key concerns:

• Creativity and innovation

• Culteral and linguistical transformations

• Indigenous futures

• Social and environmental justice

• Sustainable development

Contact details

The Cairns Institute - Building D3

James Cook University Smithfield QLD 4878

PO Box 6811 Cairns QLD 4870 Australia

Phone:  +61 7 4232 1888

Email:   cairnsinstitute@jcu.edu.au

Twitter:  @CairnsInstitute

Instagram: @thecairnsinstitute

www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au

Page 2

THE CAIRNS INSTITUTE NEWS



Page 2

IRSA2022 back on track

THE CAIRNS INSTITUTE NEWS

Page 3

The XV World Congress of Rural Sociology was originally 

planned for 2020. When the global pandemic halted all travel, 

plans were put in place to postpone the congress to 2022.

With PM Morrison’s recent announcements of international 

borders being lifted on February 21, this has provided confidence 

to the international delegates to plan their travels to Australia.  

Australian convenors Distinguished Professor Stewart Lockie 

and Professor Geoffrey Larwence welcomed the news and look 

forward to welcoming the IRSA2022 delegates to Cairns in July. 

Keynotes are Professor Nora McKeon from Rome 3 University 

and the International University College of Turin, Professor Jun 

Borras from the International Institute of Social Studies The 

Hague and Associate Professor Monica White from University of 

Wisconsin-Madison (pictured above) who also wrote Freedom 

Farmers (pictured right). 

The congress will be held at The Pullman Cairns International 

July 19-22. Registrations are open and the early bird rates are 

only on offer until March 31. 

For more information, go to www.irsa2022.com

A/Prof Monica White
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Application of Anthropology in the Workplace: 
The Museum Context

Students enrolled in AN2114 “Australia through Time and Place” 

had the opportunity in October 2021 to learn about curatorial 

responsibilities by attending a workshop led by Trish Barnard 

(Curator, JCU Material Culture Collection; pictured above) and 

Rosita Henry (Professor of Anthropology). Skills-based learning 

focused on the curation of an exhibition installed in The Cairns 

Institute foyer.  

The workshop was delivered by Ms Trish Barnard and Professor 

Rosita Henry. Students learned the value of exhibitions as a 

visible and effective way to communicate key messages through 

objects and interpretative labels and how to design an exhibition 

with audience engagement in mind - choice of objects, 

exhibition themes, lighting, ambience, research and the

interpretation of information.  

Trish Barnard
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The students who attended were given the practical opportunity

to plan and design their own exhibition, with a selection of 

objects from the JCU Material Culture Collection. They have 

entitled their exhibition “Containers of Culture”. An exhibition 

brief is currently being produced by a small team of students, 

led by Garth Abercrombie, and the exhibition was installed in 

late November 2021. 

Containers of Culture continued
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increasingly complex and multi-faceted, and are to be found in

the global ‘North’ as much as the global ‘South’.

Not only is this shift evident in the content but also its diverse 

authorship, with contributors coming from across the globe. 

Ensuring this diverse representation in authorship was another 

important aim of the book. As lead editor Kearrin Sims explains, 

“Having a geographically dispersed team helped the inclusion of 

perspectives and contributions from some of the commonly less 

represented countries and regions”. 

A new handbook, The Routledge Handbook on Global 

Development, led by The Cairns Institute’s Dr Kearrin Sims 

(pictured above) is now published. The volume shows how 

processes and experiences of development have influenced 

people’s lives in both positive and negative ways, drawing 

attention to structural inequality and disadvantage alongside 

potential opportunities for positive change. It includes 

contributions from six JCU academics on topics ranging from 

social enterprise, to mass extinction, covid-19, and China’s 

Belt and Road Initiative.

Themes

The book offers a comprehensive analysis of the world’s most 

pressing global development challenges, featuring contributions 

from over 90 leading academics and practitioners. The 

multidisciplinary Handbook consists of 61 chapters, which are 

organised across five thematic parts exploring topics ranging 

from climate change to debt, decolonisation, gender inequality, 

indigenous rights, migration, pandemics, poverty alleviation and 

urbanisation. Part 1 explores key changes in global development 

financing, ideologies, norms and partnerships. Part 2 and 3, 

investigate the interrelationships between development, natural 

environments and inequality. Part 4 interrogates shifts in critical 

development challenges, whilst the book closes with part 5, 

looking at new thinking in development pedagogy and practice.

A paradigmatic shift

The Handbook is designed to speak to a paradigm shift from 

‘international’ to ‘global’ development. Chapters explore 

challenges that are not only in the global South, but also in the 

Global North; and to challenges that transcend the ‘North-

South’, ‘developed-developing’, binaries. Collectively, the 

handbook demonstrates that challenges are becoming

Dr Kearrin Sims

Image: (below) is the book cover.
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Motivation

The motivation behind the book was to bring together 

cutting-edge research, learning and teaching, and practice. 

As Kearrin Sims explains “Most of us that work in development 

move across these three categories in all sorts of ways and 

often in ways that are quite blurred. These fluid and overlapping 

categories that are in constant play with one another motivated 

me to produce a Handbook that spoke to this interplay”. 

Innovation

A major key point of difference for this volume is that every 

chapter finishes with recommendations for learning and 

teaching and (in some cases) development practice. 

In so doing, the Handbook will serve as a valuable learning and 

teaching resource for students and scholars across multiple

 disciplines. As co-editor Nicola Banks highlights, something 

they set out to do with the volume, was to help the reader

understand key issues in global development but also to 

challenge dominant ideas, interests and narratives. “I’m proud of 

the fact that anyone (academic, student, practitioner, interested 

reader) can pick up the book, find a chapter that interest them 

and then receive a thought provoking, all-encompassing read 

that not only covers key issues in the field but also makes us 

think about how knowledge around the subject is constructed 

and perpetuated”.

http://blog.gdi.manchester.ac.uk/

The Routledge Handbook of Global Development ebook is now 

available, with the hardcover due February 28 2022.

A book launch for the Routledge Handbook of Global 

Development will be held at JCU’s The Cairns Institute at 2pm 

on Thursday March 3rd, 2022. All are welcome. See below.

BOOK LAUNCH
THURSDAY 3 MARCH 2022 
D3.063 | 2PM 
THE CAIRNS INSTITUTE

RSVP to kearrin.sims@jcu.edu.au
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Anthropology Research Seminar 2021: Researching
Social Creativity and Global Transformation with, 
During 2021, the Anthropology Research Seminar was hosted by 

ALTAR (The Anthropological Laboratory for Tropical Audiovisual 

Research) based at the Cairns Institute. The Seminar brought 

together a lively group of JCU higher degree research students, 

honours students, staff and guest lecturers to reflect on creative 

audiovisual research practice in the era of global transformation. 

Topics covered the ethics, aesthetics and politics of research with 

and on film, photographs and images of all kinds, from ritual 

objects to the virtual. Seminar participants focused discussion 

around films;  ethnographic films, documentaries and feature 

films, and video recordings made during our own field research. 

They considered issues and questions, such as: 

JCU anthropology students based in Alice Springs and Katherine, 

in the Northern Territory, joined students and staff in Cairns 

and Townsville, and adjunct staff and guest speakers in the UK, 

Norway, Denmark, China, Sydney and Canberra participated in 

the series. Professor Bruce Kapferer often linked in from London, 

UK.  Bruce presented one week on the topic Ritual, Cinema and 

the Image: A Discourse about the Virtual and led a rich discussion 

inspired by the ideas of the philosopher Gilles Deleuze.

Images: Prof Rosita Henry (top left inset) and supplied images.

Professor Ton Otto joined us from Aarhus, Denmark, to lead a 

stimulating discussion on his latest ethnographic film ‘On behalf 

of the Living’ (in preparation) made in collaboration with Christian 

Suhr and Gary Kildea and to facilitate discussion on how can film 

deal with questions about life and death. Associate Professor 

Robin Rodd (Duke Kunshan University) often joined the discussion 

from China. Dr Darja Hoenigman (ANU) presented on her 

observational film Election Fever: Kanjimei, East Sepik 2012, 
which generated engaging reflections on what elections really 
mean in small, isolated villages in Papua New Guinea, and on the 

next PNG National Elections in 2022.

• The use of the camera as a ‘catalyst’ for creating connections with 

research participants (presenter Dr Daniela Vávrová)

• Tensions between ethics and aesthetics in editing ethnographic films 

(presenters Professor Rosita Henry and Dr Daniela Vávrová).

• Research ethics and images of pain and suffering 

(presenter Megan Watson, Anthropology honours student)

• Rambo in PNG: How do we represent violence in text and imagery? 

Can we usefully represent ‘structural violence’ in movies or narrative 

imagery? (presenter: Dr Michael Wood)

• The political ecology of community-based fishery management in 

Solomon Islands and Papua New Guinea as reflected in films about 

marine conservation (presenter: Associate Professor Simon Foale).

• The difference between anthropological/ethnographic films and a 

journalistic documentaries (presenter: Lucy Bonanno, HDR student). 

• What we can learn from historical films? 

(presenter: Gretchen Burgess, HDR student)

• The scope for art and film in various forms as civil action and as an 

approach to dealing with embedded violence 

(presenter: Elena Lopez-Andersson, HDR student).

Prof Rosita Henry
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Dr Cleo Mees  from the University of Technology Sydney and 

Macquarie University presented an engaging workshop on The 

“haptic” in Video and Sensory Ethnography. In this brilliant

finale to the year, Cleo focused on her filmic work regarding 

Washing Lines: Encounters in Improvised Handheld Video 

Portraiture and gave participants an exercise to make a short 

60 second film recording to share via the Zoom. The workshop 

provided encouragement to let our research be driven by an 

“enthusiasm of practice” as much as by problems to be solved. 

Images:  A/Prof Simon Foale (top left inset), still from Darja Hoenigman’s film 
Election Fever: Kanjimei, East Sepik 2012 (above). Left: Screenshot of exercise  
facilitated by Dr Cleo Mees and (above)a film clip by Simon Foale featuring a 
hibiscus flower.

A/Prof Simon Foale
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Exploring the historical linguistics of endangered

This special issue, From Fieldwork to Reconstruction: Historical 

Issues in Hotspots of Linguistic diversity, is the outcome of a

workshop on historical linguistics Luca organized at the Cairns 

Institute in November 2018. Based on first-hand data collected 

by the authors, the volume brings together original papers 

which present new advances in the historical linguistics of a 

collection of languages from South America, and Mainland East 

and Southeast Asia.

Contents of the special issue: From fieldwork to reconstruction: 

historical issues in hotspots of linguistic diversity  by Luca 

Ciucci; Removing the owner: Non-specified possessor marking 

in Arawak languages by Alexandra Y. Aikhenvald; Northern and 

southern Munya dialects: Towards a historical perspective

The decade 2022-2032 was declared by UNESCO International 

Decade of Indigenous Languages. In a world threatened by the 

loss of linguistic and cultural diversity, the documentation of 

endangered languages is one of the most urgent tasks. Language 

documentation also opens new diachronic perspectives on 

endangered and underdescribed languages. Historical linguistics 

helps reconstruct the history of many indigenous people and 

contributes to strengthening their identity and self-esteem. 

Exploring the advances in historical linguistics that are made 

possible by language documentation is the goal of the a special 

issue of Studia Linguistica edited by Luca Ciucci, Postdoctoral 

Research Fellow in Linguistics at the Language and Culture 

Research Centre, has published. Luca has done fieldwork on 

several indigenous languages, such as Ayoreo (Bolivia and 

Paraguay), Chamacoco (Paraguay) and Chiquitano/Bésiro

 (Bolivia), and investigates their historical development. 

THE CAIRNS INSTITUTE NEWS

Images: (Top left) is Luca Ciucca and (below) pictured on fieldwork with two
 Chamacoco speakers. (Right) Luca interviewing another Chamacoco speaker.

Dr Luca Ciucca
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languages

Images:(right)  Report cover supplied by Luca Ciucca
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by Junwei Bai; Zamucoan person marking as a perturbed system 

by Pier Marco Bertinetto; How historical data complement 

fieldwork: New diachronic perspectives on Zamucoan verb 

inflection by Luca Ciucci; Determiners and the development 

of grammatical nominalization in Nivaĉle by Manuel A. Otero, 

Doris L. Payne & Alejandra Vidal; Prehistory of verbal markers in 

Hmong: what can we say? by Nathan M. White.

Below is the link to the online edition 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14679582/2021/75/2 

KEYNOTE ADDRESS BY 
DR JANE GOODALL
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Irene Pollak (pictured above) speaks and writes passionately on 
the Circular Economy space in Far North Queensland. She is 
keen to get everyone onboard and has big plans in steering this 
non-profit organisation as the current Chair of Circular Economy 
FNQ (formerly known as the Committee for Waste Reduction). 

Irene explains that they are also connecting innovators with  
venture capital funding and/or grants,  raising awareness 
through networking science with entrepreneurs to help make 
business happen smarter, uncovering system change coaches 
and bringing them to Cairns to support their members to find 
change and waste ambassadors for their business so that they 
can reduce the cost in getting rid of the waste from their 
business while inspiring waste entrepreneurs to achieve greater 
outcomes. 

‘When we knew who made what we consumed and knew their 
story and had a trusted source to tell us the supply chain we 
made clear ethical choices in our purchases, but it hasn’t been 
transparent for a while which is why we have lulled ourselves in 
buying more but at a poorer quality.   This is the result of a 60 
year old economic goal of GDP growth that was introduced by 
JFK not long before his assassination actually, we kind of didn’t 
have
a plan for when we either reached enough or were close to 
exhausting all the natural resources it takes to live our modern 
lifestyle.

Now we do.  Because health and climate conditions and polar 
ice caps are changing at a rate where it might just outpace us in 
reversing mistakes.  We have enough but we just have to learn 
how to use it properly.

Not only did we start buying a lot more than we needed and 
poorer quality products that made it cheaper to just replace 
whatever we broke than to pay for the cost to repair it.  If 
everyone bought better and less we would have a new old style 
economy of thriving makers and upcyclers because good quality 
comes from quality makers, better resources and a little 
automation, that’s how it is economical.

Another problem with the new way we produce things is we 
blend our resources in such a way there is nothing to recycle 
because it is costly to separate the elements on the product.  
For example, plastic film on a cardboard box, expensive to 
recycle.  This is the main issue that contributes to the volume of 
waste that has to go to landfill.   Something we haven’t noticed 
until now, mainly because our waste is so poor quality no one 

wants to buy it and we are terrible sorters. 
The next critical problem is we only have about fifty years left of 
the key resources we need, to live our lifestyle.  
We have a stick to motivate us.  Two really and the second one is 
the more pressing one.
Another stick  1.5 degrees cap in temperature increase on the 
planet, currently our trajectory is heading for 2.7 degrees which 
means there will be no GBR, that’s the gist of it, 1.5 degree 
increase = burnt but repairable coral, anything above that it’s 
gone.  Forever.

We will also have a mass extinction, all of that is correct.   Heat 
will kill a lot of wildlife on land and in the ocean.  We won’t be 
long after it.

But we can fix it, but we need to giddy up.

We have time, we have nine years to be exact to make a serious 
dent in how we do things and make it better.

Education, Innovation and Good People Running Smart Systems 
and being good humans with the objective to do no harm.

That’s the process, we are currently mapping and developing 
our own education on how to be better sorters and 
changemakers.”

Irene Pollak
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By 2024, Irene is aiming to hold a Social entrepreneur and a 
Circular Economy Innovation Conference In Cairns.

The Board’s main activities are; fundraising to get the coaches 
we need and pay for videographers for online lessons, problem 
solving online education and ‘better sorting’ tutorials. 
Supporting and connecting innovators and entrepreneurs to the 
right people to help develop the Circular Economy and reduce 
waste to landfill. 

They are building and developing case studies so that they can 
be used to change policies to help the changes identified as 
solutions that can be scaled nationally without hesitation.

Images: (top left inset) is Kate Raworth’s image of a circular economy. 
Supplied by Irene Pollak

Irene and her team at Circular Economy FNQ have a 5 year plan 
which she briefly describes below.

“I hate writing business plans without a Case Study, it’s all 
wishy washy without one. From this strategy we will get clearer 
on key pivot solutions to make big changes fast so we can 
collaborate with Cairns Regional Council, to help them achieve 
a bigger Green Ripple Effect from their Net Zero by 2030.
It will get clearer with more research and connections.

Year 1: Curate the data; what has been measured and get case 
studies to fill in the gaps, connect entrepreneurs to waste as 
we run our pilot of the Circular Economy Business Development 
Program. Learn and improve our first year awareness campaigns.
 Take our first  waste entrepreneurs to a Circular Economy 
Venture Capital event in Sydney. Run our first Changeology 
event and build and promote a roadmap from that.  Place 
this training online and in our membership. Build case studies 
around both our Circular Citizen and our Pilot business program

Year 2: Review the first year’s systems set up and identify 
opportunities and breaks. Build our online education courses 
to help people be change ambassadors in their workplaces and 
get recognised for it. Work on bringing carbon measurement 
education courses from War On Waste into Cairns schools.

 There are  primary and secondary education on how to measure 
the carbon in supply chains and by the year 7’s of next year 
graduate, we could have 6 classes come through with that kind 
of math education in every school in Cairns. Build out the board 
with a new Vice Chair to be prepared to take over from me as 
Chair in two years time.

Years 3-5: Build on what is working, fill gaps, empower people 
outside our region to do the same because we have a tested 
roadmap that will work if you have the same waste and 
resources as us.

Everyone is welcome to become a circular citizen. 
There is a joining fee of $25 per person. Join before 
March 1 then  one can decide to either join the board 
or volunteer in one of their disruptive and 
measurable projects. 

For further information, refer to 
https://circulareconomyfnq.org.au/
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The MOU was initiated by The Cairns Institute Pacific Women’s 

Political Empowerment Research Group because both NRI and 

the Research Group have common interest in gender equality and 

governance studies in PNG. The first activity planned under the 

MOU will involve the scoping of a collaborative research program 

addressing the political empowerment of women in PNG and the 

South Pacific beginning with a zoom meeting of the parties in early 

February. Researchers with an interest in this project may contact 

the Australian team leader of the Group, Dr Lesley Clark. 

However, the MOU is designed to facilitate cooperation 

between JCU and NRI in all areas of mutual interest. 

Cooperative programs and activities may include: 

   (a)  joint supervision of PhD students;

   (b)  design and development of research projects;

   (c)  exchanges between key research, professional and

          technical staff;

   (d)  collaborative funding opportunities in support of research             

          and development of mutual interest;

   (e)  exploring support by appropriate industry/government                

          bodies to assist in R&D and deployment of these activities;            

   (f)   and joint publications.

JCU wishes to encourage other research groups at The Cairns 

Institute and more widely in JCU to consider how it could use 

the opportunities presented by the MOU to undertake any of 

the activities above for the mutual benefit of the parties. 

More information about NRI is available on its website 

https://pngnri.org/ or from Dr Osbourne Sanida, the Acting 

Director of NRI. For further enquiries, contact Dr Lesley Clark

Images: (top left inset) Dr Lesley Clark

James Cook University (JCU) signed a five-year memorandum of 

understanding (MOU) with the National Research Institute of 

Papua New Guinea (NRI) on December 7 2021. 

NRI conducts independent policy research into economic and 

social development issues affecting PNG. In particular the 

National Research Institute Act 1993, states that the functions of 

NRI include the following: (a) The promotion of research into Papua 

New Guinea Society and the economy, and (b) The undertaking of 

research into social, political and economic problems of Papua New 

Guinea in order to enable practical solutions to such problems to be 

formulated.” (Section 5, NRI Act, 1993). 

The NRI has eight research programs:

Dr Lesley Clark
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Mitchell completed his Bachelor of Laws (Class I Honours) and 
Bachelor of Science (Zoology and Ecology Major) with JCU. 
His research thesis explored the need for strong and proactive 
conservation laws to address the dynamic and complex threat 
of climate change. It proposed adaptive and resilience based 
governance approaches to reforming the EPBC Act to improve 
protection and conservation of species vulnerable to climate 
change. This was evidenced by the state of the Wet Tropics 
World Heritage Area and the current implementation of the 
EPBC Act. Mitchell has also studied the impacts of climate 
change in Fiji which provided valuable, on-ground perspectives 
of communities facing disproportionate and multifaceted social, 
economic and environmental challenges. 

Mitchell has experience as a law clerk/legal administrator which 
provided exposure to agribusiness and landholder negotiations 
with large development proponents. Mitchell also recently 
undertook a graduate policy officer program with the 
Commonwealth Department of Agriculture, Water and the 
Environment which provided opportunities to work on national 
climate adaptation policies and EPBC Act reform. 

The Cairns Institute welcomed its newest member; Mitchell 
Sheppard (pictured above) who joins the Tropical Development 
team led by Professor Allan Dale. The team includes Jennifer 
McHugh and Hurriyet Babacan.
Mitchell’s role is a Strategic Regional Planner in the Research  
and Innovation Division of the Cairns institute. Mitchell has 
strong interests in environmental policy and adaptive and 
resilient governance systems that improve biodiversity 
protection and conservation, build systems’ resilience and 
adaptive capacity, and deliver strong and sustainable outcomes 
for regional communities and economies.  

Image: (pictured L-R) are Mitchell Sheppard, Jennifer McHugh, Allan Dale and 
Hurriyet Babacan.  Above are staff in asocially-distanced morning tea welcome. 
Credit: Vyvyen Wong

Mitchell Sheppard
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This seminar was titled ‘Effectively Promoting Seagrass 

Research.’  Jennifer joined a discussion panel hosted by World 

Sea Grass Association President, Associate Professor Jessie Jarvis, 

which included Dr. Ashley Scarlett, a marine conservation and 

science communication specialist and Dr. Abbi Scott, a seagrass 

scientist with Tropwater. 

Jennifer’s talk was titled ‘Your presentation, its not about you,’ 

and focused on making presentations audience-centric. 

Seventy-five people from around world registered for the 

seminar held on the 27th October and the recording has been 

made available on the World Seagrass Conference and 

International Seagrass Biology Workshop, ISBW14 YouTube 

channel. 

https://youtu.be/-E2V-aNVJfA

TCI’s Jennifer McHugh who is the Program Coordinator for 

Development of the Tropics was asked to present at the World 

Seagrass Association’s Seagrass Seminar Series in 2022. 

She said the invitation came as a surprise to her as Seagrass

was never in her studies. Jennifer was invited to participate 

based upon her vast experience working with scientists to

improve science communication; she has mentored and 

trained over eighty TEDx speakers.  

Jennifer McHugh
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Key stakeholders in this conference are Mission Australia, 

The Benevolent Society, Act For Kids, Education Queensland, 

Queensland Health, Wuchopperen Health, the Department of 

Children, Justice, Youth and Multicultural Affairs, and The Cairns 

Institute. Representative committee members are excited to 

see this conference going ahead, despite being thwarted by the 

2020-2021 challenges of the pandemic and postponements.

For the first time in 13 years, there will be two co-convenors 

who will share the emcee role. They are Dr Karen Struthers from 

Screaming Birds Consultancy and Cairns local Ms Rowena Bullio. 

Both having had long connections and experience in the early 

years sector and are most suited to present this year’s 

conference themed “It takes a village to raise a parent”.

Dr Karen Struthers (pictured above) is driven by the desire to 

ensure that all people enjoy a decent quality of life; that starts 

with all children having access to early years education and care; 

a safe place to call home; quality health care and achieving

reconciliation.  With roles in social work, advocacy, policy, 

education, research —and more than a decade as a Member of 

Parliament and Minister for Community Services, Housing and 

Women—Karen has had a big impact on many social reforms.  

Most notably, she is recognised as a long-standing leader and 

reformer in the prevention of domestic and family violence.

She led a national alliance Every Child (funded by The Benevolent 

Society) to promote systems leadership across sectors to improve

 the wellbeing of children and young people and her currrent 

work includes being a founding member of a new Sunshine 

Coast collaborative impact project enabling young people to be 

more active agents of change in their wellbeing; Board Member 

of the Menzies Health Institute (Qld) and Adjunct Fellow at 

Griffith University and University of the Sunshine Coast (USC).

Rowena Bullio is passionate about people; reflecting on her thirty 

plus years of voluntary work in Cairns and surrounding region 

with children, youth and families. She has served as Director on  

the boards of Aborigines & Torres Strait Islanders Youth Welfare 

Company Ltd, Yuddika Child Care Agency, Warringu Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander Corporation and Boopa Werem Kindergarten 

and Preschool. Rowena’s employment ranges from taskforce 

member in the development of Indigenous Primary Health Care 

for Health Workers in Queensland; Cairns Regional Council’s 

Indigenous Liaison & Policy Officer; Department of Child Safety 

Indigenous Project Officer, Act for Kids, NPA Family and 

Community Services Program Manager. She is studying a 

Bachelor of Social Science degree at James Cook University and 

is working towards a double major in Asia-Pacific Governance 

and Development and Anthropology. Additional interests are in 

International Relations, Foreign Policy and Medical Anthropology.

With 4 keynotes and over 30 sessional speakers, the conference 

will be one of the first conferences held at the newly refurbished 

Cairns Convention Centre in May 5-6. Delegates are invited 

Australia-wide and being in Cairns, will provide easier access for 

regional practitioners in the early years field to attend.

Registration is open at www.earlyyearsconference.com.au and 

earlybird rates end February 22. 

Dr Karen Struthers
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the Eastern Hamersley Plateau, Nyiyaparli Country. 

Following the completion of his Honours research, Joshua 
relocated to Cairns to commence a PhD investigating the 
heavily constructed Indigenous seascapes of the Lizard Island 
Group, Far North Queensland. This research is part of the ARC 
Centre of Excellence for Australian Biodiversity and Heritage 
(CABAH) Coral Sea Flagship and is conducted with active 
participation by Dingaal and Ngurrumungu Traditional 
Owners.

His supervisory team includes Distinguished Professor Sean Ulm 

(JCU), Dr Christian Reepmeyer (JCU), Professor Ian McNiven 

(Monash) and Dr Martin Potter (Deakin).

Joshua completed a Bachelor of Arts in Archaeology at the 
University of New England in 2008 and a Bachelor of Arts
 (Honours) First Class at James Cook University in 2020 for 
which he was awarded the Richard Brookdale Scholarship, 
Tropical Archaeology Research Laboratory Prize, and the 
Greg McIntyre Prize. 

Between completing these degrees Joshua worked for ten
years as a consultant archaeologist with many Traditional 
Owner groups across Australia. Much of his professional work 
focussed on the excavation and analysis of Pleistocene and 
Holocene lithic artefact assemblages from northwestern 
Australia, a portion of which was the subject of his Honours 
thesis on Holocene technological provisioning strategies from 

Joshua Connelly
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What’s happening in the Institute?
Details for these events can be found at: www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/upcoming-events/

Event Date & location

Are you my mother?
LCRC 2022 Colloquia Series | Joe Blythe

28 February
The Cairns Institute

The Routledge Handbook of Global Development
Book Launch | Dr Kearrin Sims

3 March
The Cairns Institute

The 6000-year-old submerged pile-dwelling in Zambratija Bay, Croatia
CABAH/TARL Seminar | Katarina Jerbic

4 March
The Cairns Institute

VR and Digital Reconstruction for Maritime Archaeology
CABAH/TARL Seminar | John McCarthy

11 March
The Cairns Institute

Community Identity and Kununurra Kriol Orthography
LCRC 2022 Colloquia Series | Knut Olawsky

14 March
The Cairns Institute

Decolonising’ practices within museums and trialling methods of community
engagement
CABAH/TARL Seminar | Sophie Price

18 March
The Cairns Institute

Population Mobility, Resource Transportation,a nd Defence in Interior Santa Rosa 
Island, California
CABAH/TARL Seminar | Chris Jazwa

29 April
The Cairns Institute

Early Years Conference
Register at www.earlyyearsconference.com.au

5-6 May, 2022
Cairns Convention Centre

Sunbelt 2022 Australia
International Network for Social Network Analysis Conference

12-16 July, 2022
Cairns Convention Centre

XV World Congress of Rural Sociology
Register at www.IRSA2022.com

19-22 July, 2022
Pullman Cairns International
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