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Welcome! 

The Cairns Institute supports JCU’s strategic intent to create a brighter future 

for life in the tropics world-wide through graduates and discoveries that make 

a difference. www.jcu.edu.au/about/strategic-intent 

The Cairns Institute’s location in tropical North Queensland and proximity to 

neighbouring countries in the Pacific and Southeast Asia offers unique 

opportunities to enhance human life in the tropics and contribute to a 

brighter, more equitable and enriching future for its peoples. The Institute is 

committed to understanding and informing critical processes of social and 

environmental transformation in the tropics. 

The Institute’s core business of research, training and dialogue is embedded in 

commitments to excellence, social justice and engagement with the societies 

in which we work. This core business is organised around five themes: 

 Creativity and innovation 

 Cultural & linguistic transformations 

 Indigenous futures 

 Social & environmental justice 

 Sustainable development 
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Our current exhibition, Plasticene Marine (Page 4), highlights 

these responsibilities in a particularly interesting way. 

Communities and ecosystems throughout the region are 

heavily impacted by plastic pollution. Plastic pollution may 

not be the only sustainability challenge we face but, in 

concert with the remoteness of many communities and 

other environmental threats including climate change, there 

is no escaping the fact that plastic will in some way define 

our future. 

At the same time, Plasticene Marine speaks to the plasticity 

of the future—the importance of recognising that while we 

cannot wish pollution and other threats away, there is 

nothing inevitable about their eventual scale and impact. 

Considering how to undertake research in ways that 

promote positive social and environmental change—as so 

many of the contributors to this newsletter are doing—could 

hardly be more important. 

To begin, an apology. Some of you contacted us noting that 

the last edition of the Cairns Institute News was dominated 

by stories about men. Thank you for the feedback. We will do 

our best to ensure future editions are more representative.  

Reading this edition of the newsletter, it is difficult not to be 

struck by the diversity both of people involved in Institute 

projects and of the topics, approaches and communities with 

which they are engaged.  

Perhaps sometimes we take this diversity for granted—there 

are so many people here doing really interesting things!  

Even more striking though, I think, is how focused Cairns 

Institute researchers and partners are on building inclusive 

and positive futures—and how creative they are in pursuing 

such futures.  

Universities have a responsibility to document and explain 

social and environmental injustices. Conflict, inequality, 

exploitation etc. are the bread and butter of the social 

sciences. But we also have a responsibility through our 

education and research programs to do something about 

injustice. 

From the Director 

Distinguished Professor Stewart Lockie 
Director 
The Cairns Institute 

the3cats | pixabay.com/photo-3289548 
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In May 2017, Dr Felecia Watkin Lui from the Indigenous 

Education and Research Centre and Cairns Institute Theme 

Leader: Indigenous Futures, convened a Torres Strait 

Islander Researcher workshop at the Cairns Institute to 

provide input to the National Health & Medical Research 

Council (NHMRC) Roadmap 3 and review of the values and 

ethics guidelines for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

health research. The workshop brought together Torres 

Strait Islander researchers from the Torres Strait, Cairns 

and Brisbane with expertise across multiple disciplines plus 

representatives from the NHMRC and the Wuchopperen 

Health Service. The key outcomes included: (1) identifying 

concerns about the social determinants of health and well-

being of Islander people in the Torres Strait and mainland; 

(2) limited visibility of an evidence-base to support 

effective decision making for Torres Strait Islander people 

given the amount of research and reporting on Indigenous 

Australians; (3) the growing pool of early career Torres 

Strait Islander researchers with the combined expertise to 

lead research and knowledge translation (KT) for Torres 

Strait Islander communities.  From this workshop, the 

Torres Strait Islander researchers and community 

members identified the need for an evaluation study of a 

sustainable model of Knowledge Translation for Torres 

Strait Islander people resulting in Meriba buay - ngalpan 

wakaythoemamay (We come together to share our 

thinking) .   

Funded by the Lowitja Institute, Meriba buay - ngalpan 

wakaythoemamay is an evaluation study that addresses 

community capability and the social determinants of 

health. A key element of the project is the establishment 

of the first Torres Strait Islander researchers’ Community 

Meriba buay - ngalpan wakaythoemamay (We come together to share 
our thinking): Evaluating a community of practice for Torres Strait 
Islander health and well-being 

of Practice (CoP).  The aims of the project include:  

 Develop a sustainable model of knowledge translation for 

Torres Strait Islander people by implementing and 

evaluating a multi-disciplinary CoP that focuses on the 

social determinants of health and well-being 

 Evaluate how a CoP model can best assist Torres Strait 

Islander researchers, communities and organisations to 

build high quality, decision-linked and relevant health 

research knowledge translation capability 

 Assess the effectiveness of CoP activities in raising 

awareness of research outputs in the community. 

The leadership of the project consists of Torres Strait 

Islander mid and early career researchers and higher degree 

research students from a range of disciplines and 

organisations including JCU, UQ, Monash University, 

Queensland Health and CSIRO. This core makes up the Torres 

Strait Islander CoP members who are also uniquely placed as 

the research participants. The project also establishes a 

network of Indigenous academics and mentors including 

Professors Martin Nakata, Yvonne Cadet-James and Komla 

Tsey. 

Following its first meeting at the Cairns Institute in February 

2018, the CoP is now working towards holding two 

community KT events later in the year in Cairns and Thursday 

Island. The aim of the KT events is to enhance social capital 

through the translation of knowledge about adaptability and 

resilience initiatives and strategies to address natural 

environment concerns of Torres Strait Islander people. The 

completion date of the project is March 2019. 

For further information please contact Ms Lynda Ah Mat on 

(07) 4232 1875. 

Caption 

Front L-R: Dr Felecia Watkin-Lui, Professor Martin Nakata, Professor 

Yvonne Cadet-James, Dr Sanchia Shibasaki. 

Back L-R: Dr Cass Hunter, Dr Daniel Grainger, Dr Vinnitta Mosby, Dr 

Sean Taylor, Mr Alistair Harvey, Ms Juanita Sellwood, Dr Bev 

Sibthorpe, Ms Lynda Ah Mat, and Ms Margaret Harvey 
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“Coral biologist, Associate Professor Mia Hoogenboom, 

discusses her research showing that large plastics can 

break down to microplastics around the same size as 

plankton which can be eaten by coral and fish. 

“Associate Professor Mark Hamann talks about plastic 

pollution as one of the greatest threats to turtles, 

especially young turtles which mistakenly eat plastics in 

non-stop eating frenzies. 

“The amount of rubbish found on the beach is shown by 

Kuku Yalanji Traditional Owner Bennett Walker from Cooya 

Beach and Matt Weldon from Tangaroa Blue, who says a 

record 7 tonnes of marine debris was found at Chilli Beach 

on Cape York Peninsula.” 

Plasticene Marine is at The Cairns Institute until 26 April.  

For further information on Plasticene Marine 

see plasticenemarine.squarespace.com/residences and 

watch the video, Art, Science and Community Working 

Together. 

Story  adapted from www.jcu.edu.au/news/releases/2018/march/art-and

-science-join-for-the-great-barrier-reef  

Art and science join for the Great Barrier Reef 

Art and science came together at The Cairns Institute 

in Plasticene Marine, an exhibition drawing attention to the 

effect 250,000 tonnes of plastic floating in the ocean has on 

marine habitats. 

On Thursday 22 March volunteers from Boomerang Bags,  

Julia Toft, Katrin Aia and Jen Ryan (Douglas Shire group),  

joined the exhibition to craft bags from recycled materials 

which they gave away to stimulate conversation about the 

need to move away from our society’s throwaway mentality. 

Theme Leader for Creativity and Innovation at The Cairns 

Institute, Associate Professor Jennifer Deger, said beauty and 

horror mingled in the art created by Robyn Glade-Wright and 

Barbara Dover for Plasticene Marine. 

“The visual art which includes sculpture, drawings and 

photos is repurposed from marine debris collected by 

Tangaroa Blue volunteers at regular beach clean-ups,” Dr 

Deger said. 

“It is accompanied by videos featuring commentary from 

James Cook University scientists and community activists 

including performance poet Helen Ramoutsaki (Cairns 

Institute Adjunct) whose Nanna Wrap character MC 

Nannarchy delivers a humorous take on being a plastic 

queen. 

Caption 

Boomerang bags being sewn 

Boomerang bags being sewn 

https://plasticenemarine.squarespace.com/residences/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fJL1uR2s390
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fJL1uR2s390
https://www.jcu.edu.au/news/releases/2018/march/art-and-science-join-for-the-great-barrier-reef
https://www.jcu.edu.au/news/releases/2018/march/art-and-science-join-for-the-great-barrier-reef
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my potential to achieve this goal. I have been selected as a 

Rhodes’ Scholar and will be spending the next two years at 

Oxford studying environmental management and 

mathematical modelling. I have a feeling my time in 

Australia is only over for now. Having acquired this 

additional knowledge and experience, I hope to return to 

Australia and further collaborate with the Djunbunji Land 

and Sea organisation on the management of their Country.  

Sean Reilly 

In the April 2017 issue of the Cairns Institute Newsletter, I 

discussed the project I would be undertaking as a Fulbright 

Student working with the Djunbunji Land and Sea 

Aboriginal rangers and Professor Komla Tsey from The 

Cairns Institute. A year has now passed and my time in 

Australia has unfortunately come to a close. During my 

time at The Cairns Institute, the rangers and I, in 

collaboration with key Mandingalbay Yidinji community 

members, developed a management program for an 

invasive species threatening the community’s Country. Our 

plan maintains a sufficient population for ongoing 

community usage while removing infestations that 

threaten the ecological health of the landscape.  

As the project progressed, I realised I could make a 

significant positive impact by utilising my knowledge and 

diverse experiences to help communities address 

anthropogenic impacts on their ecological surroundings. 

This requires, however, that I continue my education to 

better understand how to help them arrive at broad 

ranging, interdisciplinary solutions. Fortunately, the 

Rhodes’ Scholarship selection committee also believed in 

Sean Reilly: Rhodes Scholar 

The heart of the pond apple infestation Rangers driving Polaris through pond apple infestation 

Looking at Mandingalbay Yidinji country map with Djunbunji Rangers Vincent (left) 

and Jason (right) 

Gates to East Trinity Reserve 

http://s3-ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/os-data-2/tci-jcu-edu-au/documents/tci_newsletter_apr2017.pdf
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As PhD Students, we are given interesting, engaging and 

important opportunities as part of our development as 

researchers and as eventual practitioners in our respective 

fields. Being involved in two events recently has proven this 

statement for me. 

The first event, the Melanesian Seminar Series on 23 March 

2018, (British Museum) provided an opportunity to meet 

fellow anthropologists with research interests and activities 

in Melanesia (PNG, West Papua, Vanuatu, Solomon Islands, 

Fiji and New Caledonia). A paper presented by Dr Dominik 

Schieder from the University of Siegen, Germany, discussed 

migrant/transnational Fijian communities in two locations—

London and Tokyo. Particularly important, it linked to a 

project based in Cairns at JCU (the ARC grant funded, 

Planning for Later Life Amongst Papua New Guineans in 

North Queensland project), on which I have been involved as 

a research assistant. The challenges and opportunities of 

being migrant and newly arrived settlers as discussed in the 

Fijian paper presented some interesting commonalities with 

the PNG community here in North Queensland. Thanks to 

this meeting, the project team in North Queensland will 

contribute by publishing work regarding the migrant/

transnational experience of Papua New Guineans in North 

Queensland.  

I have also recently had the opportunity to attend the 

Creative research and development in Asia Pacific: 

Reflections on gender inequalities and human rights 

symposium at the Queensland University of Technology 

(QUT) in Brisbane (9-10 April 2018). Much like the 

Melanesian seminar, the meeting provided an opportunity to 

meet and make connections with research academics, and 

development practitioners. The presentations showed how 

creative arts and media can be used, in research and practice, 

to open dialogue and address some very tough issues in local 

Research and practice (PhD) 

communities, such as gender inequalities and specifically 

sorcery related and gender violence. The Yumi Sanap Strong 

(We stand strong together) project, managed by QUT, 

launched a creative exhibition (see photo above) through 

photographic and audio/visual media, highlighting the 

importance of “storytelling” in education, awareness and as 

a necessary response to violence—which aligns particularly 

to the work I am undertaking in my PhD. This project is 

important in supporting the impactful work of human rights 

defenders in PNG who have taken on the role of advocates, 

educators, first-respondents, counsellors (and various other 

roles) to provide local level responses to violence in PNG.  

Events such as these highlight the important linkages that 

are made between researchers, academics, practitioners, 

and most importantly, local communities in which the 

research is undertaken. 

Nalisa Neuendorf 

PhD Student (Anthropology) 

College of Arts, Society & Education 

Caption 

Creative exhibition : part of Yumi Sanap Strong project  

Nalisa Nuendorf in the UK 

https://research.qut.edu.au/designlab/2018/02/21/creative-research-and-development-in-asia-pacific-reflections-on-gender-inequalities-and-human-rights/
https://research.qut.edu.au/designlab/2018/02/21/creative-research-and-development-in-asia-pacific-reflections-on-gender-inequalities-and-human-rights/


  Page 7 

 Build expertise in theories of learning and teaching 

relevant to higher education 

 Design and implement curriculum and assessment for 

contemporary higher educational contexts 

 Develop a scholarly and research informed approach to 

teaching in discipline; 

 Develop a coherent approach to the evaluation of learning 

and teaching in higher education. 

The graduation ceremony was held at the Cairns Convention 

Centre.  The Occasional Address was delivered by Dame 

Carol Kidu DBE, who was awarded an Honorary Doctor of 

Letters (HonDLitt). 

The JCU-UPNG Twinning Agreement is supported by the 

Governments of Australia and Papua New Guinea. 

On Tuesday 13 March 2018, twenty-two staff of the 

University of Papua New Guinea were awarded the Graduate 

Certificate of Education (Academic Practice) at the James 

Cook University Graduation Ceremony in Cairns. The 

completion of the qualification by a select group of UPNG 

staff is an outcome of the Teaching Quality component of the 

UPNG/James Cook University (JCU) Twinning Project, funded 

by the Australian Government. 

The Graduate Certificate of Education (Academic Practice) is 

an internationally recognised qualification designed for 

academics working in higher education who are looking to 

improve their educational practice. The course was delivered 

in 2016 and 2017 and was coordinated by Dr Andrea Lynch, 

Project Manager of Teaching Quality. Through the course, 

graduates have been able to: 

UPNG graduation 

Prof Betty Lovai (Executive Dean of the School of Humanities and Social 

Sciences or SHSS) with her teaching staff. L-R: Michael Kabuni, Gabriel Cherake, 

Willy Huanduo, Prof Betty Lovai, Joshua Goa, Nehemiah Akia, Jason Kariwiga 

Front L-R: Michael Kabuni, Imelda Atu, Etuparo Buka, Patricia Angopa, Ruth 

Pape, Julia Baea. 2nd row L-R: Sharon Torao-Pingi, Tapora Isorua, Willie 

Huanduo, Benedicta Mellam, Walhos Palisa. 3rd row L-R: Beulah Sipana, Manu 

Rawali, Regina Kiele-Sapak, Jason Kariwiga, Jerry Dunga. Back L-R: Ronald Raka, 

Nehemiah Akia, Joshua Goa, Gabriel Cherake, Nicholas Mirou.  

Absent from photo: Varina Iobuna 

Prof Nakapi Tefuarani (Executive Dean of the School of Medicine and 

Health Sciences – SMHS) with his teaching staff. L-R: Ruth Pape, Etuparo 

Buka, Nakapi Tefuarani, Beulah Sipana  



  Page 8 

The Cairns South Collective Impact (CI) Project has been 

engaging deeply in the Cairns South community and 

services sectors to determine priorities for strengthening 

the overall system of governance affecting outcomes for 

children aged between 0 and 12 years.  

Many of these outcomes have been well benchmarked 

through the State of the Children 2016 report. The process 

of prioritisation has been based on a structured and 

detailed approach to governance system analysis, deep 

conversations with over 60 stakeholders and three 

workshops of key leaders and service delivery agents 

within Cairns South and the wider region. This process 

clearly identified those governance areas that present the 

greatest risks to outcomes. The project was then able to 

work with the community to identify “whole of system” 

problems and solutions.  

On 20 March 2018 a workshop for people involved or 

interested in the project was held which focused on 

progressing the 5 major Strategic Change projects that 

have been prioritised by the Cairns South community and 

agencies. The March edition and other editions of the 

project newsletter are available at online.   

Also on the 20 March the project team assisted 

Communities for Children and Mission Australia to conduct 

a CI Masterclass at Cairns Regional Council Chambers. Over 

50 people attended from a range of government, NGOs 

and service sectors. The workshop was led by international 

CI expert, Dr Brian Bumbarger. Brian is Founding Director 

of Penn State University's (PSU) EPISCenter (Evidence-

based Prevention and Intervention Support Center), 

among the world’s first centres dedicated to the study and 

practice of scaling-up effective interventions for preventing 

youth crime and drug use and promoting positive youth 

Cairns South collective impact and youth crime prevention seminar 

development. Brian is also Assistant Director of Knowledge 

Translation and Dissemination at the Edna Bennett Pierce 

Prevention Research Center at PSU. 

Youth Crime prevention  

On 21 March 2018 at JCU Cairns City Campus, the Institute 

co-hosted with Mission Australia a public seminar that gave 

an opportunity for attendees from our region to hear about 

international research and start a conversation on 

community level strategies for effective interventions for 

preventing youth crime and promoting youth development. 

Allan Dale facilitated the seminar by Dr Brian Bumbarger.  

Brian believes early prevention is critical and that current 

discipline models are not working. His research indicates that 

currently most programs that are being delivered are not 

evidence based. In his view if you were to ask teachers of 5 

and 6 year olds who would most likely be involved in the 

criminal justice system in 10 to 15 years they can accurately 

pinpoint the children. He considers this begs the question as 

to why we are not intervening earlier.  

The Honourable Stanley Jones AO, a former Supreme Court 

Judge, was in attendance and highlighted some of the 

learnings from Brian’s research that could be useful in the 

local context. He outlined Australian research that illustrates 

the difference in community perceptions of what causes 

youth crime to what the research is telling us are the causes. 

The Honourable Stanley Jones talked about the importance 

of early childhood development and how it has the ability to 

shape long term outcomes.  

You can view Brian’s presentation at 

www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/research/research-projects/

social-justice-projects/collective-impact 

L-R: Allan Dale, Hon Stanley Jones, Jennifer McHugh, Margaret Osmond, 

Sarah Brown, Brian Bumbarger at the Youth Crime Prevention Seminar  

https://www.missionaustralia.com.au/publications/position-statements/young-people
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/newsletters/collective-impact-newsletter/
http://www.episcenter.psu.edu/
http://www.prevention.psu.edu/
http://www.prevention.psu.edu/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/research/research-projects/social-justice-projects/collective-impact/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/research/research-projects/social-justice-projects/collective-impact/
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individual and JCU teams winning Best Paper awards at 

international events.  

 2018 in Mallorca, Spain, Tourism intelligence Forum 

 2017 in Bali, Indonesia at the APac-CHRIE conference 

(Asia Pacific conference in hospitality and tourism) 

 2016  in Sydney, Australia at the Australian Council for 

Australasian Tourism and Hospitality Education 

Conference (CAUTHE)) 

 2016 in London, UK  International Tourism Studies 

Association (ITSA) 

 2015 in Naples, Italy at The t-Forum conference.  

Philip Pearce 

Distinguished Professor  

Foundation Professor of Tourism  

I am pleased to report that I won the Best Paper  and the 

prestigious Valene Smith Award at the recent major 

European conference Tourism Intelligence Forum in 

Mallorca, Spain in March this year. For an Australian to 

win, in the midst of the truly strong European and 

international competition, was something of an 

endorsement for the quality of our tourism work at JCU. 

The winning paper was concerned with ways to prevent 

over-tourism—too many visitors causing community 

concerns and impacts—and suggested a set of smart 

maneuvers reported by tourists themselves to limit 

the problem.  

This success story follows a year on year sequence of 

JCU’s tourism expertise recognised 

Philip Pearce (far right) in Bali 2017 

Award for outstanding paper 

What happens on the ground when states use casinos to 

anchor large-scale “development” plans? And what are the 

transnational and conceptual implications of these 

outcomes?   

A recent article “Gambling on the future: Casino enclaves, 

development, and poverty alleviation in Laos,” published in 

the journal Pacific Affairs by Institute Fellow, Dr Kearrin 

Sims, addresses these questions and explores the 

multifaceted drives and outcomes surrounding two casinos 

in northern Laos. Dr Sims shows how “particularities of 

place”– proximity to China, Vientiane’s aspirations to 

consolidate control over border regions and the ethnic 

minority communities living there, and the local yet 

transnational imbrications of histories, mobilities, and 

economies of the Golden Triangle region - engendered 

these projects. The casinos in turn have propagated “logics 

of expulsion” that privilege elite interests while severely 

exacerbating impoverishment, displacement, and 

marginalisation for local communities. In doing so, the article 

shows the importance of site-based, intensive fieldwork in 

informing and amplifying more generalised critiques of top-

down development. 

Dr Sims’ article received the most votes and was awarded 

the 16th annual William J. Holland Prize for the most 

outstanding paper published in in 2017.  

See the full text on Kearrin’s ResearchGate site. 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/321096634_Gambling_on_the_Future_Casino_Enclaves_Development_and_Poverty_Alleviation_in_Laos
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David, a MA scholar at UNAL, undertook this research as a 

Visiting Fellow at the Language and Culture Research Centre 

at James Cook University in January 2018. He is supervised by 

Distinguished Professor Alexandra Aikhenvald and recent JCU 

PhD graduate, Dr Kasia Wojtylak. In December 2017, David 

and Kasia were awarded an Australian Linguistic Society 

grant to work on the project, The language of space in 

Karijona (Carib, Northwest Amazonia). 

since 2014 David has been working with the Carijona, an 

indigenous community located in the Colombian region of 

the Amazon Basin. His primary research interesta are 

language documentation, Colombian indigenous languages, 

description and analysis of morphosyntax, fieldwork 

methodology, linguistic theory, and epistemology of 

linguistics. David’s MA thesis, supervised by Professor Camilo 

Robayo and Professor Héctor Ramírez, focuses of the 

Karijona language of space. 

How do we express the location of an object in a place? How 

do we communicate the movement from one side to 

another? How do we use the language to express how we 

navigate throughout our daily life? Is this the same in all 

languages?  

The conception of space is a fundamental part of the 

cognition of any human being in the world, and the language 

is by far the most vital tool to express and communicate how 

we conceive the space.  

The conception of space is not only an abstract psychological 

process; it also involves cultural representations, social 

constructs and relations, and constant interactions with the 

environment. This is why the expression of space is so 

different among the languages of the world, and why it is so 

important to document it. 

The region of the Amazon Basin in South America is culturally 

and linguistically one of the most diverse regions in the 

world. In Colombia, in the middle of political, social, and 

economic issues, there is a brave group of persons who have 

been trying to preserve their ancestral language: the Carijona 

people.  

Nowadays, there are less than 20 speakers of the Karijona 

language, all of them bilinguals with Spanish. David Guerrero, 

a linguist from the National University of Colombia (UNAL), is 

currently working with the Carijona in effort to to document 

and describe their language.  

With the goodwill of the elders—Ana Benjumea, Ernesto 

Carijona, José Romero, Lilia Gómez, Ofelia Arbeláez, and 

Victor Narváez—and the support of the leaders—Faiber 

Marín, Gabriel Romero, and Martín Narváez—David has 

been studying how the space is linguistically expressed in 

Karijona.  

Looking for the expression of space in Karijona 

Caption 
Víctor Narváez and Lilia Gómez recording their language 

Puerto Nare, Colombia. 2018  

L-R: Ernesto Carijona and Jose Romero with traditional artifacts 
Puerto Nare, Colombia. 2017  
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As co-founder of the Cairns Turtle Rehabilitation Centre 

(CTRC), #TEDxJCUCairns 2015 speaker Jennie Gilbert was 

awarded the Australian Wildlife Society 2017 Serventy 

Conservation Award. In 1997 the Australian Wildlife 

Preservation Society of Australia originally created the 

Serventy Conservation Medal in honour of three members of 

the Serventy Family. Previous winners of the award include 

Bob Irwin, Ron and Valerie Taylor and Graeme Sawyer.  

The CTRC is always welcoming volunteers, students and 

media and recently they featured on an episode of Sunrise.  

Watch Jennie’s  TEDxJCUCairns talk Turtles on Track.    

Serventy Conservation Award for Jennie Gilbert 

Caption 

Photo: C Millar 

Jennie Gilbert at the 2015 TEDxJCUCairns event  

Hack the Reef 
The Cairns Institute at James Cook University will host the 

second Hack the Reef event as part of Queensland’s annual 

Myriad Festival. 

This creative hackathon is dedicated to finding solutions to 

problems facing the Great Barrier Reef. 

Last year’s the theme was water pollution and 2018’s 

challenge is for participants to come up with novel ideas to 

help turn the tide on plastic and other marine debris. 

“We’re looking for innovators of all sorts, in fields from IT 

and research to local knowledge and the law,” said the 

Institute’s Professor Allan Dale, one of three mentors who 

will work with participants to bring their ideas to life. 

“It’s a free event and we encourage people from all walks of 

life to take part, including entrepreneurs, students, 

researchers and reef lovers. 

“In addition to brainstorming ideas that could directly 

benefit the reef, the event also builds skills in networking, 

free-range thinking and collaboration.” 

Hack the Reef was held at The Cairns Institute at James Cook 

University in Smithfield on Saturday 21 April 2018. It was 

delivered in partnership with the Great Barrier Reef 

Foundation and the Queensland Government. 

Further information is available at www.myriad.live/

hackthereef 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IzClvbCbDVo&t=395s&list=PLsRNoUx8w3rN0aqFUuSVGaGi5PZcvPA72&index=5
https://www.myriad.org/hackthereef
https://www.myriad.org/hackthereef
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All of my experiences kept drawing me to questions about 

identity and connection, about deeper issues to Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander communities. For some time I 

had been keen to pursue a research higher degree, to 

devote my time to a larger project, and so I reached out to 

mentors and academics which led me to my PhD project. 

My PhD explores the materiality and cosmology of 

Indigenous landscapes of northeastern Australia. The 

project centres on the Dingaal people’s seascapes in 

relation to Dyiigurra, which centres on the Lizard Island 

Group. The project takes a multidisciplinary approach 

building on my previous experience, but including 

archaeology, anthropology, deep mapping, GIS and 

ethnography and ethnohistory. Of course, I am just 

starting out, and the centre of the project are the Dingaal 

people, and they will give much of the direction based 

upon what they value. 

My research is funded by the ARC Centre for Excellence in 

Australian Biodiversity and Heritage (CABAH) and a JCU 

Indigenous Prestige Scholarship. It was the confluence of 

these two initiatives that created the opportunity for me 

to return to research training after a long stint in the 

public and private sectors. 

My supervisors are Professor Sean Ulm (ARC Centre of 

Excellence for Australian Biodiversity and Heritage, JCU), 

Dr Christian Reepmeyer (ARC Centre of Excellence for 

Australian Biodiversity and Heritage, JCU), Professor Ian 

McNiven (ARC Centre of Excellence for Australian 

Biodiversity and Heritage, Monash University), Professor 

Alan Cooper (ARC Centre of Excellence for Australian 

Biodiversity and Heritage, University of Adelaide). 

Nathan Woolford 

PhD scholar 

I am a Gooreng Gooreng man from central Queensland, 

and I grew up near Monto. I was raised to be proud of 

who I was, our culture, and our history. But it wasn’t until 

I started working in native title many years later that I 

realised just how lucky I was to be brought up on my 

country, among other Aboriginal people, and proud.  

In 1996 I was accepted into the University of Queensland 

where I earned a Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in 

anthropology and archaeology and a Graduate Diploma in 

philosophy. I was awarded the Neville Bonner Memorial 

Scholarship in 2002 for my honours project: The Ethics of 

Ownership: Indigenous Cultural Property Rights and the 

Practice of Archaeology.  

I spent many years working with communities across 

Australia in native title and Aboriginal cultural heritage. I 

was fortunate enough to work from the Kimberley to 

Torres Strait, from the rainforest to the desert. I have 

worked on dozens of native title claims and been a small 

part in having traditional owners rights and connection to 

their country recognised. I have also worked on many 

Aboriginal cultural heritage projects, working to recognise 

and protect Indigenous values, landscapes and seascapes. 

To be invited onto Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

peoples’ country, to have them share their world with me, 

has been the greatest honour of all. 

More recently I built, and led, Aboriginal Victoria’s new 

Ancestral Remains Unit. Working in repatriation, returning 

the ancestors to their country and people, was a long 

term goal of mine. We also worked with Traditional 

Owners and land managers to help ensure that the tens of 

thousands of Aboriginal burials in Victoria were protected. 

PhD profile: Nathan Woolford 

Nathan Woolford 
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from $8.86 billion (for 15–19-year-olds) to $13.07 billion 

(for 20–24-year-olds). This increase is attributable to the 

higher prevalence of suicide among 20–24-year-olds (12.0 

per 100,000) compared to 15–19-year-olds (7.4 per 

100,000). It is also worth noting that the cost of male 

youth suicide is significantly higher than the cost of 

female suicide ($17.51 billion versus $4.29 billion, 

respectively), again due to higher prevalence of suicide 

deaths in the former group (14.0 versus 5.4 per 100,000 

population, respectively). Threats to breathing are the 

most common cause of death regardless of the age or 

gender and account for over $16.53 billion (75.24%) of the 

estimated total cost. 

A systems-based approach to suicide prevention in 

general was recently proposed in Australia that builds on 

nine strategies, including aftercare and crisis care; 

psychological and pharmacotherapy treatments; building 

the capacity and support of general practice teams; 

frontline staff training; gatekeeper training; school 

programs; community campaigns; media guidelines; and 

means restriction, which when implemented within a 

specific community at the same time are likely to lead to 

suicide reduction. Although the effectiveness of this 

approach is yet to be established, our findings suggest 

that the impact of meeting a 10% reduction in youth 

suicide could potentially save many lives and over $2.20 

billion each year. 

Read the complete article: Kinchin, I., & Doran, C. (2018). 

The cost of youth suicide in Australia. International 

Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health, 15

(4), art. 672. http://www.mdpi.com/1660-4601/15/4/672  

(open access) 

Irina Kinchin i.kinchin@cqu.edu.au  

Christopher Doran 

CQ University  

Suicide is a devastating global problem that occurs 

throughout the lifespan. Of particular concern is the high 

level of suicidal behaviour among young people. Globally, 

suicide is the second most common cause of death among 

young people between 15 and 24 years of age. In 

Australia, suicide is the leading cause of death in people 

aged between 15 and 24.  

Professor Doran (CQ University) and Dr Kinchin (CQ 

University and Cairns Institute Adjunct Senior Research 

Fellow), conducted a study estimating the cost of suicide 

among Australian youth (15–24 years old) using 2014 as a 

reference year. Costs were measured and valued as direct 

costs, such as coronial inquiry, police, ambulance, and 

funeral expenses; indirect costs, such as lost economic 

productivity; and intangible costs, such as bereavement.  

The economic argument is an important tool for informing 

the development of, and investment into, evidence-

informed suicide prevention strategies. Understanding 

the magnitude of costs of suicide can serve many 

purposes. It can highlight the significant loss of productive 

capacity within a country and an estimate can be used to 

assess the potential benefits (or cost-savings) of 

implementing effective suicide prevention strategies to 

reduce youth suicide. 

The total economic loss of youth suicide in Australia was 

estimated at $22 billion ($20–$25 billion) a year and 

equivalent to 5.5% (4.9–6.5%) of gross domestic product.  

The average age at time of death was 20.4 years, 

representing an average loss of 62 years of life and close 

to 46 years of productive capacity. The average cost per 

youth suicide was valued at $2,884,426, including $9,721 

in direct costs, $2,788,245 as the value of lost 

productivity, and $86,460 as the cost of bereavement. 

We found that the cost of suicide increases by age cohort, 

The cost of youth suicide in Australia 

Elijah Henderson |unsplash.com/photos/191sdiJjQvY 

http://www.mdpi.com/1660-4601/15/4/672
mailto:i.kinchin@cqu.edu.au
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You are faced with people at your field site who speak a 

language different from your own: how to proceed? 

The Language and Culture Research Centre (LCRC) ran the 

highly successful Linguistic Skills for Ethnographic Field 

Research Masterclass on 5 and 6 April 2018 at The Cairns 

Institute, JCU.  

The Masterclass, organised and run by Dr Kasia Wojtylak, 

also included lectures by LCRC linguists, Dr Alex Walker, Dr 

Luca Ciucci, and the PhD students, Bai Junwei (Abe) and 

Nathan White.  

The course was designed for anthropologists and other 

researchers who conduct fieldwork in areas where non-

written and lesser-known languages are spoken. The 

course introduced students to reasons why competency in 

the local language could be important to their research, 

and gave them introductory concrete, practical methods 

for linguistic research. 

The Masterclass topics included introduction to language, 

language sounds, morphological analysis, syntax, ethics of 

linguistic fieldwork, and demonstration of software for 

dictionary-building and language-analysis.  

Nathan White, together with Bai Junwei, led a special 

event during the course—a monolingual demonstration 

with a speaker of non-European language—or, in other 

words—what do you do when you meet someone and you 

have no language in common? 

The workshop sparked a series of vibrant conversations 

among students discussing intricacies of the grammatical 

systems of world’s languages. 

 

Basics of Field Linguistics Masterclass April 2018 

Dr Luca Ciucci and Dr Kasia Wojtylak, with Nathan Woolford (middle), a PhD student in 

anthropology at JCU, who as solved a linguistic puzzle that Prof Bob Dixon (LCRC) 

offered as an entry exam for linguistic programs in 1970s  

L-R: Participants of the Basics of Field Linguistics Masterclass: Alicia Jamieson (North 

Queensland Land Council), Philip Kajons (Masters HDR candidate), Nalisa Neuendorf 

(PhD student in anthropology), Kirsten Foster (Honours student in anthropology), 

Angela Cunliffe (PhD student in anthropology), Dr Alex Walker (LCRC), Tahnee Innes 

(PhD student in anthropology), Luis Arturo Aguilar Lopez (North Queensland Land 

Council), Nathan Woolford (PhD student in anthropology), Bai Junwei (LCRC), Dr Kasia 

Wojtylak (LCRC), Dr Maria Friend (anthropologist at JCU), Nathan White (LCRC), Dr Luca 

Ciucci (LCRC), and David Felipe Guerrero Beltrán (MA student in linguistics) 

Masterclass participants L-R: Luis Arturo Aguilar Lopez and 

Alicia Jamieson from North Queensland Land Council; 

Honours student in anthropology at JCU, Kirsten Foster  
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history of the White Rajah of Sarawak. More hiking past 

the Astana (palace) to the Dun Sarawak (Legislative 

Assembly building) with its distinctive modern payung 

(umbrella) roof designed by Hijjas Kasturi Architects, and 

finally we crossed the futuristic Darul Hana footbridge back 

to the Kuching waterfront. We had learned aspects of 

Sarawak’s history and cultures—which gave us a glimpse 

into the local’s strong sense of heritage and concern for 

cultural and environmental sustainability that we were to 

encounter over the week.   

Day 2 we went to SUS where we were greeted by lecturer, 

Christina Yin, and a group of students for a casual 

networking lunch and campus tour. Christina Yin had 

presented a paper at the Tropics of the Imagination 2017 

conference (www.tropicalimaginary.com) on the role of 

indigenous women and orangutan preservation. It is 

published in eTropic (journals.jcu.edu.au/etropic).  

(Continued on page 16) 

The Tropical Philanthropy project, lead by Associate 

Professor Anita Lundberg (Cairns Institute Fellow), engages 

JCU Singapore (JCUS) students and alumni in field practice 

during short voluntary trips in Southeast Asia.  

For each trip we pair with a local fair-practice project so 

that our team fits in with the needs identified by locals, 

run by locals, for locals. Field trips analyse the daily 

practice of volunteering through methods of visual 

anthropology, particularly digital photography, 

videography and online reflections (see 

www.facebook.com/TropicalPhilanthropy), thus students 

must have taken at least one cultural anthropology 

subject.  

This year’s field trip was to Sarawak on the island of 

Borneo, it emphasised learning from local people about 

their own philanthropic efforts in the areas of cultural and 

environmental sustainability. We teamed with Tanoti 

House, a fair-practice weaving initiative. The co-founder of 

Tanoti, Jackie Fong, with the Batik hotel manager, Jo-Lynn 

Liao, developed our itinerary of visits and volunteered 

their time to participate in the field trip. We also teamed 

with Christina Yin of Swinburne University Sarawak (SUS) 

for a networking lunch between SUS and JCUS students. 

Our JCUS team comprised six undergraduate students, one 

graduate student, one alumnus-research assistant, and 

one academic. The team represented Singapore, 

Kazakhstan, Macedonia, India, Hong Kong and Australia.  

The field trip  

Day 1 Jackie Fong took us on walking tour of Kuching, 

including a hidden Chinese temple; crossing the Sarawak 

river in traditional bot tambang (water taxi) to the Malay 

Kampong; walking to the colonial Fort Margherita (1879); 

and visiting the Brooke Gallery which tells the unique 

Tropical philanthropy: Sarawak field trip 2018 

Bot tambang, Sarawak River, Kuching  

Orang utan, Semmongoh Nature Reserve, Sarawak  

https://www.tropicalimaginary.com/
https://journals.jcu.edu.au/etropic
https://www.facebook.com/TropicalPhilanthropy/
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from the semi-nomandic Penan communities living in the 

rainforests. Each woven artifact is tagged with the name of 

the weaver so money goes directly to the artisan.  

Day 4: up extra early to go to the market to buy chicken, 

vegetables and a tray of eggs—all to be carried up a 

mountain to Mr Budui’s homestay. In the hills district we 

reach the Bengoh Dam and cross the large body of water 

in small motor boats. We hike along jungle paths and 

across bamboo foot bridges up to the waterfall for a swim.  

Then we carry all our supplies single file straight up the 

steep mountain path for another hour. On reaching the 

bamboo platform of the homestay we all collapsed, but 

the eggs all survived! This is Kampung Sting, a village that 

relocated further up the mountain when the area was 

flooded to create the dam. The people stayed in order to 

maintain their connection with the land. They grow small 

crops like pineapple, papaya and tapioca, and keep ducks 

and chickens.  

Day 5 is to Bako National Park. We boat along the coast of 

the South China Sea to reach the trail. The hike is through 

a variety of forests from dry cliff and scrubby padang, 

where we see pitcher plants; to dipterocarp forest, where 

(Continued on page 17) 

In the afternoon we visited the orangutan sanctuary that 

works to rehabilite these apes— rescued from 

deforestation often due to clearing for palm oil and other 

plantations—back into to the jungle.  

We continued that afternoon to a Bidayuh longhouse 

where the community teaches local school groups about 

the Land Dayak culture. This style of longhouse consists of 

family houses with a huge bamboo platform connecting 

them. The village has been settled for 500 years and the 

head house still stores several skulls of former enemies.  

Day 3 we went to Tanoti House which aims to: preserve 

heritage of songket silk and jungle rattan weaving; support 

women’s empowerment; and change the paradigm for 

appreciation of traditional weaving. The weavers 

conducted a lecture on the history of the Tanoti project, 

followed by a hands-on workshop engaging us in each step 

of the meticulous weaving process. Tanoti has been 

featured in international heritage exhibitions, as well as on 

the catwalk of Paris Fashion Week and many of the 

weavers have travelled overseas to do demonstrations and 

photoshoots. The sales room includes rattan products 

(Continued from page 15) 

Tropical philanthropy: Sarawak field trip 2018 cont. 

Skulls of former enemies stored in Head House 

Tanoti House, being taught the intricate Songket weaving process 

Bamboo bridge crossing river 
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which has been turned into a small gallery displaying 

posters of their traditions. The trophy skull does not reside 

in the head house as the last shaman died before he could 

enact the rites to move it.  

Exhausted, we trek back down to the bottom of the 

mountain for a large indigenous lunch which included: 

Sarawak fern, rice steamed in pitcher plants and chicken 

cooked in bamboo. Food is a major part of nature, culture 

and economic sustainability, and we have also eaten Sago 

grubs, Sarawak laksa, green Kedongdong juice, bamboo 

clams and Sago starch.   

The Tropical Philanthropy Sarawak field trip produced a 

short video www.youtube.com/watch?v=vOyYqar-lY8 

(watch to end!) as well as a digital photo exhibition and a 

Public Lecture at JCUS presented by A/Prof Anita Lundberg 

and the student and alumni team, and officially opened by 

Professor Stephen Naylor, Chair of Academic Board. 

we avoid marauding macaques. Reaching the mangroves 

of Bako HQ we encounter green tree snakes, proboscis 

monkeys, silver langurs and a wild boar.   

Day 6 we headed to a small indigenous market selling 

rainforest and local produce, a border market full of cheap 

Indonesian goods, and then to Kampung Jagoi—an old 

village on the top of a small mountain which required 

another up-hill hike! This Budayuh village—with its 

longhouse platform—was abandoned when the villagers 

were moved to the bottom of the mountain. A young man, 

Ik Waddell, and three friends are trying to encourage 

adventure and nature tourism in order to preserve the 

village and culture. They recently rebuilt the head house 

(Continued from page 16) 

Tropical philanthropy: Sarawak field trip 2018 cont. 

Caption 

The team at Kampung Sting, after recovering from the hike up hill. 

Sneha Chaudhury; Melissa Raeburn; Halitha Banu; Vivek Anand Lakshmanan; 

A/Prof Anita Lundberg; Mila Vidanovic; Aiganum Alibek; Soraya Tasha Vojodi 

& Gabey Li Him Kee 

Pitcher plant. Nepenthes 

Ik Waddell, biologist and cultural sustainability warrior 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vOyYqar-lY8
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“The hypothetical will tackle serious issues. As a 

hypothetical, however, we can do this creatively and with 

a sense of humour,” said co-organiser, Dr Anne Stephens. 

“It is a way of opening up a conversation to find out how 

these issues are dealt with and how lasting solutions 

require an effort from all members of a community.” 

The event will conclude with questions from the audience, 

followed by refreshments, to continue the conversation.  

This FREE public event will be held at the Cairns Institute 

Tuesday 15 May 2018 at 6:00 pm. See our Events page for 

more details or register events.jcu.edu.au/TCISeminars 

#MeToo a hypothetical journey: Balancing the scales for gender parity 
and equality 

As part of 2018 Law Week and in collaboration with the 

College of Business, Law and Governance, College of Arts, 

Society and Education and the Cairns Institute, local Cairns 

Magistrate, Sandra Pearson, and Special Counsel at Maurice 

Blackburn Lawyers, Naomi de Costa, will compare a 

‘’Geoffrey Robertson” style hypothetical discussion with an 

eminent panel of Cairns cross-sectoral representatives to 

explore the issues the #MeToo campaign has raised. 

Julianne Steer of the Cairns Business Women’s Club, Star FM 

broadcaster David Warner, Smithfield State High School 

Principal Barry Courtney, Dean, JCU College of Healthcare 

Sciences Professor Lee Stewart, and local Cairns Councillor 

Richie Bates, are amongst the eight member panel. 

The #MeToo campaign has promoted a global call for an end 

to workplace, community and in-home sexual harassment 

and violence. The event will focus on how to encourage 

behaviour that promotes good relationships and improves 

gender parity. 

L-R: Sandra Pearson, Naomi de Costa  

surdumihail | pixabay.com/photo-2859980/ 

http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/metoo/
https://events.jcu.edu.au/TCISeminars
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Streets Movement NEXUS opening 
On 11 April 2018, The Streets Movement (TSM) opened their 

NEXUS Centre in Sheridan Street, Cairns. The centre houses a 

new boxing gym and community space aimed at providing an 

outlet for disengaged youth and young people in the Cairns 

community. Since 2016, TSM has worked closely with the 

Cairns Institute and have their head office located in the 

building. The main focus at the NEXUS Centre is to run, in 

collaboration with the Department of Education, pathways 

and opportunities for disconnected youth in order to helping 

them re-engage with education, work and community. 

Jesse Martin, founder and CEO of TSM, is currently 

undertaking a Graduate Diploma in Research Methods at 

JCU, and in 2015 he gave a TEDxJCUCairns talk titled  

Fight Today for a Better Tomorrow.  

The centre operates as a “pay it forward gymnasium” in that 

all adults are required to pay a membership fee so that all 

youth and young individuals are free to utilise the space. 

NEXUS is open 6 days a week from 6am to 9pm and offers 

young guns classes (yrs 5-8), youth classes (8yrs+) and 

women’s boxing classes as well as  boxercise, fighting fit, 

muay thai and plenty more. 

TSM would sincerely like to the thank the Department of 

Education and the unwavering support of The Cairns 

Institute, national partners Grant Thornton, as well as 

Warren Entsch and Michael Healy. 

To become a member or for more information visit 

thestreetsmovement.org or come down to the NEXUS Centre 

on 99 Sheridan Street. 

L-R: Jesse T Martin, Warren Entsch, Lucas Carmody, Michael Healey, Lokes Brooksbank  

L-R: Jesse T Martin, Gavin Singleton  

The NEXUS Torres Strait islander dancers  Jesse T Martin in front of the new centre 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M2FHBwuI3dk&feature=youtu.be&list=PLsRNoUx8w3rN0aqFUuSVGaGi5PZcvPA72
http://thestreetsmovement.org/
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through writing, data collection and research methods by 

senior academics in our fields. The PNG Impact conference 

was a particularly special experience for both of us as it 

enabled us to present our findings to an audience in PNG 

who understand firsthand the practices, interrelations and 

transnational transactions that have emerged in our 

research. As Nalisa explains: 

“Overall it was a great experience. It is always a big step to 

go from collecting and collating the data to actually 

presenting it. As well, the opportunity to present it in our 

home country was really special.” 

The opportunity to present your findings to a wider 

audience and be peer reviewed is really important to the 

quality of your work, however, at times, and especially at 

this conference particularly, can be particularly daunting. 

While you have done the research and know the data in its 

raw form, there is always a bit of pressure to present the 

interpretation of the data in the correct way as well as deal 

with questions effectively.  

At the end of the day it was a successful presentation and 

a memorable experience, with the main take away being 

that our research between Australia and PNG draws many 

similarities with what is being experienced in PNG itself 

between urban and rural centres.  

Nalisa and I would like to thank The Cairns Institute, 

Professor Rosita Henry, Dr Michael Wood and Professor 

Karen Sykes for all their help and support. 

Lokes Brooksbank 

PhD student 

Last December marked the first PNG Impact Conference 

held at the University of Papua New Guinea (UPNG), Port 

Moresby. The conference gave Nalisa Nuendorf and I the 

chance to present at an international conference as well as 

present in our home country.  

The PNG Impact Conference was the culmination the 

partnership between JCU and UPNG Twinning Project and 

invited a vast array of researchers from both Australia and 

PNG. As a research outcome connected to both JCU and 

PNG, the conference offered a great platform to present 

our findings in Planning for Later Life among Papua New 

Guineans in North Queensland. 

The Planning for Later Life Project is an Australian 

Research Council (ARC) Discovery Project currently led by 

Professor Rosita Henry, Dr Michael Wood and Professor 

Karen Sykes (University of Manchester, UK). The research 

team consists of a number of PhD students from both 

Cairns and Townsville JCU campuses. The research project 

draws on a number of preliminary case studies analysing 

transactions involving care and concern for elderly kin 

among Papua New Guineans. Through our research we 

identify that planning for old age plays a key role in 

defining current intergenerational and transnational 

relationships between individuals, families and the wider 

diaspora between Far North Queensland and PNG.  

Engaging in research separate from our own PhD work 

allows us to take a break from our own study as well as 

facilitates a space where as students we can be mentored 

The impact of planning for later life 

Caption 

L-R: Nalisa Nuendorf, Lokes Brooksbank  

https://www.jcu.edu.au/learning-and-teaching/directorate-of-learning-teaching-and-student-engagement/twinning-project
https://www.jcu.edu.au/learning-and-teaching/directorate-of-learning-teaching-and-student-engagement/twinning-project
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This free public play will be held at The Streets Movement 

NEXUS Centre on Saturday 5 May 2018 at 6pm, 99 

Sheridan St, Cairns. 

For more information visit  

www.addverbproductions.org/you-the-man 

You the Man is a 35-minute one-man play which features 

six characters: Stan the Man, the Virgin Barry (VB), 

Mitchell, Jana’s Dad (Mick), Mr Lay, and Constable Friend.  

You the Man promotes early intervention, especially by the 

family and friends who are closest to people who are 

involved in dating violence. Great care has been taken with 

the script to give accurate information in a way that does 

not blame, but instead illustrates the seriousness of 

unhealthy relationships and dating violence. Following the 

play, a group discussion will be held to discuss the key 

messages. 

The play is touring under licence from Deakin University, 

and it will be in Cooktown, Hopevale, Laura and Wujal 

Wujal before visiting Cairns. Cairns Institute Adjunct 

Professorial Research Fellow, Bill Liley, one of the key 

organisers for bringing the play to FNQ, states “the play 

highlights the fact that we are all bystanders and can help 

save lives and create stronger and safer communities.” 

TCI and TSM teaming up to host ‘You the Man’ 

Chris Barbalis | unsplash.com/photos/Xf5aySvYSb4 

Janbaby | pixabay.com/photo-1601101 

http://www.addverbproductions.org/you-the-man/
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Distinguished Professor Stewart Lockie, Director of the 

Cairns Institute,  gave the opening address. The panel 

included: 

 Donnell Davis, President, UNAA QLD Division 

 Lucy Amis, Human Rights & Sports Specialist, UNICEF 

UK 

 Carolyn Kitto, Director, Stop The Traffik Australian 

Coalition 

 Geoff Heath, Founder, LabourPulse. 

For more information https://endslavery.salvos.org.au/ 

and see the interview with Donnell Davis at 

www.facebook.com/jcuCASE/videos/1573845156066432 

On 15 March 2018, the Cairns Institute and the College of 

Business, Law and Governance, co-hosted with the United 

Nations Association of Australia QLD Division a seminar on 

modern slavery. The seminar comprised a panel of 

international experts who shared their insights on the 

impacts of modern slavery in light of mega sporting events, 

and discussed what anyone can do to help make a 

difference to people's lives. 

 

Although broad in scope, typical examples of modern 

slavery include forced labour, forced marriage, human 

trafficking, sex slavery, child exploitation and domestic 

servitude. It is estimated that there are currently 45.8 

million people in the world in slavery and that slavery 

exists in 187 countries; of those 90 are Commonwealth 

countries.  

Modern slavery: Hidden in plain sight 

Donnell Davis  

Governing your organisation/business well 

At the invitation of the Cairns Chamber of Commerce, the 

Institute’s Professor Allan Dale presented a workshop titled 

Governance – How to get your board career started and 

what to expect workshop on Tuesday 17 April 2018. 

The workshop was part of a new initiative, the Advancing 

Women in Business Programme, a programme designed to 

support female emerging leaders in our region. 

In efforts to enhance the skills and confidence of local 

women in business, Cairns Chamber of Commerce has 

partnered with the Queensland Government and JCU to 

establish the Advancing Women in Business Programme. It is 

an 18 week programme to assist women in their career 

development through the use of workshops and networking 

events featuring relevant and respected speakers. 

Allan was invited to speak due to his extensive  research and 

policy expertise in governance systems background.  

For more information on the programme please visit 

www.cairnschamber.com.au/AWB-Programme.1000.0.html 

fancycrave1 | pixabay.com/photo-820274 

https://endslavery.salvos.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/jcuCASE/videos/1573845156066432/
https://www.cairnschamber.com.au/AWB-Programme.1000.0.html
https://www.cairnschamber.com.au/AWB-Programme.1000.0.html
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and is a major source of social change and social 

innovation. It is a significant part of the economies of many 

countries and forms 8.7% of the broader entrepreneurial 

activity in Australia. This is of particular significance in Far 

North Queensland where small and scattered populations 

can make it very difficult to follow traditional patterns of 

doing business that depend on large urban populations. In 

this context, endemic or locally derived social 

entrepreneurship is required; locally lived experience 

driving real innovation in conceptualising problems and 

opportunities and creating deeply embedded, 

institutionalised, sustainable and viable solutions. 

Other presenters include Kate Fern from the Power of 

Pallets, Julie-ann Lambourne, CEO of EnviZion and Jesse 

Martin from The Streets Movement . 

The event on 31 May 2018 will start at 8.30am and finish 

at 1.30pm. Attendance is free event but please register at  

events.jcu.edu.au/SocialEntreForum  

One of the National Trust's 100 National Living Treasures, 

Cheryl Kernot, will be the guest speaker at the Social 

Entrepreneurship in Far North Queensland: Public Forum 

that will be held at TCI on the 31 May 2018. Cheryl was a 

member of the Australian Senate representing Queensland 

for the Australian Democrats from 1990 to 1997, and the 

fifth leader of the Australian Democrats from 1993 to 

1997. Cheryl is currently the Social Business Fellow at the 

Centre for Social Impact. 

This Public Forum brings together all those with an interest 

in social enterprise including social entrepreneurs, non-

governmental agencies, policy makers, academics, 

students and funders. The key focus of the Forum will be 

to explore the potential of, and to chart, a new direction 

towards developing social entrepreneurship in Far North 

Queensland.  

Social Entrepreneurship has become a global phenomenon 

Cheryl Kernot key speaker at FNQ Social Entrepreneurship forum 

Cheryl Kernot (supplied) 

geralt | pixabay.com/photo-550763/ 

http://thepowerofpallets.org.au/
http://thepowerofpallets.org.au/
http://www.envizion.org.au/
http://thestreetsmovement.org/
http://events.jcu.edu.au/SocialEntreForum
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Details for these events can be found at: www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/upcoming-events/ 

Event Date & location 

Hack the Reef 21 April 2018 

The Cairns Institute 

OSL dating of terminal Pleistocene and early Holocene human occupation sites in 

Oman 

CABAH/TARL Seminar by Lauren Linnelucke 

27 April 2018 

The Cairns Institute & Townsville 

Number systems in Southern Pomo 

LCRC workshop by Alex Walker 

2 May 2018 

The Cairns Institute 

Heritage lost: The destruction of old Kashgar 

CABAH/TARL Seminar by Anna Hayes 

4 May 2018 

The Cairns Institute & Townsville 

You the Man 

A play and discussion about unhealthy relationships that addresses bystander  

intervention and prevention 

5 May 2018 

The Streets Movement Nexus Centre  

Number systems in Karijona 

LCRC workshop by David Felipe Guerrero 

9 May 2018 

The Cairns Institute 

Archaeological tuna records and the implications for assessing ENSO variability in the 

western and central Pacific Ocean 

CABAH/TARL Seminar by Ariana Lambrides 

11 May 2018 

The Cairns Institute & Townsville 

#METOO - A hypothetical journey 

Balancing the scales for gender parity and equality 

15 May 2018 

The Cairns Institute 

Possession in Mursi 

LCRC seminar by Firew Girma Worku 

16 May 2018 

The Cairns Institute 

Experimental archaeology: An evaluation of the impact of human trampling on an ar-

chaeological deposit 

CABAH/TARL Seminar by Graham Cotter 

18 May 2018 

The Cairns Institute & Townsville 

Donna Haraway: Story Telling for Earthly Survival 

Free ALTAR film screening 

23 May 2018 

The Cairns Institute 

Number words and the grammatical number system in Bena Bena 

LCRC workshop by Carola Emkow 

23 May 2018 

The Cairns Institute 

Number systems in Hmong 

LCRC workshop by Nathan White 

30 May 2018 

The Cairns Institute 

Social Entrepreneurship in Far North Queensland: Public Forum 

Keynote speaker Cheryl Kernot 

31 May 2018 

The Cairns Institute 

Roundtable discussion on 'The grammar of disease' 

LCRC seminar 

6 June 2018 

The Cairns Institute 

Number systems in Munya 

LCRC workshop by Bai Junwei (Abe) 

13 June 2018 

The Cairns Institute 

  APRIL 2018 

http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/upcoming-events/
http://www.myriad.live/hackthereef
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/oman/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/oman/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/pomo/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/kashgar/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/upcoming-events/you-the-man/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/karijona-number/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/archaeological-tuna-records/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/archaeological-tuna-records/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/metoo/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/upcoming-events/possession-in-mursi/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/experimental-archaeology/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/experimental-archaeology/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/haraway/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/bena-bena/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/number-systems-hmong/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/social-entrepreneurship/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/grammar-of-disease/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/upcoming-events/number-systems-in-munya/

