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The Cairns Institute supports JCU’s strategic intent to create a brighter 
future for life in the tropics world-wide through graduates and discoveries 
that make a difference. www.jcu.edu.au/about/strategic-intent.

The Cairns Institute’s location in tropical north Queensland and proximity 
to neighbouring countries in the Pacific and South East Asia offers unique 
opportunities to enhance human life in the tropics and contribute to a 
brighter, more equitable and enriching future for its peoples. The Institute 
is committed to understanding and informing critical processes of social 
and environmental transformation in the tropics.

As the world’s tropical zones face immense social, economic and 
environmental challenges, the Institute aims to provide innovative 
research with local, national and global applications.  The Institute’s core 
business of research, training and dialogue is embedded in commitments 
of excellence, social justice and engagement with the societies in which 
we work. Our unique profile is built on the following key concerns:
• Creativity and innovation
• Culteral and linguistical transformations
• Indigenous futures
• Social and environmental justice
• Sustainable development

Contact details

The Cairns Institute - Building D3

James Cook University Smithfield QLD 4878

PO Box 6811 Cairns QLD 4870 Australia

Phone:  +61 7 4232 1888

Email:   cairnsinstitute@jcu.edu.au

Twitter:  @CairnsInstitute

Instagram: @thecairnsinstitute

www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au
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RRAP: A cross-institutional and multi-disciplinary
Research program to help the reef
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Professor Stewart Lockie and the team at The Cairns Institute 
will lead the Social Licence and Impact Monitoring component of 
the sub-program, which will involve ongoing regional ‘deep-dive’ 
discussions with Reef stakeholders, surveys of public attitudes 
towards reef restoration, and a social, cultural and economic 
impact assessment to identify how the risks, opportunities and 
benefits of reef restoration are distributed across Reef 
communities and stakeholders.

The Great Barrier Reef is the world’s largest living structure and 
an ecosystem of significant aesthetic, cultural, economic and 
ecological value. However, warming oceans are causing more 
frequent and serious bleaching events, and it is becoming 
evident that emissions reduction will not be enough to 
guarantee its survival.  The Reef Restoration and Adaptation 
Program (RRAP) is a multi-institutional consortium of partners 
working together on designing and implementing various small, 
medium and large scale interventions to sustain critical 
functions and values for the Great Barrier Reef. 

A fundamental principle of RRAP is to work collaboratively with 
Great Barrier Reef Traditional Owners, and engage different 
stakeholders, community groups and interests in the 
co-design, deployment and evaluation of proposed interventions 
or technologies. The Cairns Institute at James Cook University is 
playing a critical role in the Stakeholder and Traditional 
Engagement sub-program which will implement multiple 
research methods to ensure that  decisions about interventions 
are socially and culturally responsible and legitimate to 
stakeholders, rights-holders, managers and the public. Image credits: Great barrier Reef by Gaby Stein/Pixabay (top left) and Turtle with 

reef by www.gbrrestoration.org (above & below)

http://www.gbrrestoration.org
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UNDP Papua New Guinea Chief Technical Advisor, Dr Andrew 
Rylance said “this is a milestone for the country in terms of 
valuing the country’s unique biodiversity”.  

Papua New Guinea is a natural resource-dependent country. 
About 87 percent of PNG’s population live in rural settlements 
and are reliant on subsistence agriculture, fishing and hunting 
(World Bank, 2019). Eight percent live within one kilometre of 
the sea and are dependent on the ocean for protein and 
livelihoods (CEPA & Sprep, in press). Unsustainable land-use 
change and forest degradation from commercial and illegal 
logging have already led to reducing soil quality, reducing 
agricultural yields.

The future sustainability of the Papua New Guinea economy is 
largely dependent on nature. Its forestry, mining, agriculture, 
tourism and fisheries sector all benefit directly from an intact 
and productive natural environment. “The benefits derived from 
biodiversity and ecosystem services in Papua New Guinea are 
significant but are systematically undervalued. 

UNDP Papua New Guinea, together with the national government, 
is partnering with James Cook University to account for the 
importance of biodiversity and ecosystem services in shaping 
Papua New Guinea’s economic and environmental future.  
Project Manager Dr Jennifer Gabriel is pleased to be continuing 
her work with the UNDP and the PNG Conservation Department 
on planning for protected areas and sustainable livelihoods. The 
multidisclipinary team, which involves a collaboration between 
James Cook University, the University of Tasmania and the 
Australian National University, includes Assoc. Prof. Taha 
Chaiechi (Project Leader), Dr Michael Wood, Dr Dugald Tinch 
(UTas) and Assoc. Prof. Colin Filer (ANU).

The partnership will see the team develop a methodology, 
applicable to the context of PNG, to conduct a national 
assessment of the ecosystem services generated by the natural 
environment, identifying the interlinkages with economic 
sectors and livelihoods. The result of the analysis will demonstrate 
the value of investing in nature and that it is worth the return 
on investment for biodiversity protection. 

Pandi River ENBP. Image courtesy Dr Jennifer Gabriel
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New Guinea’s Economy and Livelihoods

Project leader, A/Prof Taha Chaiechi, Australia Director for 

Centre of International Trade and Business in Asia (CITBA) at 

James Cook University, said, “Determining the economic value 

of nature is a starting point to protect it”. She added, “Our 

principal focus will be on developing a PNG-specific framework 

that demonstrates the importance and contribution of 

biodiversity services to the country’s economy”.  

Image credit:  Dr Jennifer Gabriel (2019) Manginuna (left) and Pakia (below), 

Pomio District, East New Britain Province, PNG

Part of the reason for this undervaluation is that they have not 
been assessed.  This assessment aims to directly address this 
gap and contribute to national decision-making on its long-term 
economic prosperity”, said Dr Rylance.  Globally the costs of 
inaction are clear and alarming. Between 1997 and 2011, the 
world lost an estimated USD 4-20 trillion per year in ecosystem 
services owing to land-cover change and USD 6-11 trillion per 
year from land degradation (OECD, 2020).

Professor Stephen Boyle, Dean, College of Business, Law and 

Governance said “This is an important project that can make a 

real and positive impact on the livelihoods of a significant 

percentage of the PNG population in both the near and long 

term”.

The Director of The Cairns Institute at James Cook University, 

Distinguished Professor Stewart Lockie, is proud to be partnering

with UNDP, together with the Government of Papua New Guinea.  
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continues to be supported by strong research foundations from
the CDU Centre for Bushfire Research, Bureau of Meteorology 
and Bushfires NT. Research by Cape York NRM, funded by the 
Land Restoration Fund attempts to address issues unique to the 
Cape such as land tenure, stakeholder knowledge, property size 
and bio-cultural priorities through an aggregation model. While 
the government has not prioritised further method development, 
the industry continues to work to secure a method that will 
incorporates all pools of carbon, laying the foundations for land 
management practice change that will not just reduce emissions, 
but sequestrate carbon. Despite technological advances the land 
sector remains the only means to remove carbon dioxide from 
the atmosphere and every ranger talking at the forum 
appreciated the importance of the work they do.  

Hosted by the Indigenous Carbon Industry Network, with thanks 
to funding from The Nature Conservancy Australia, further 
information can be found at https://www.savannafireforum.net/
Image credit: JPlenio/Pixabay.

Holding a virtual forum might not have the buzz and 
opportunities that emerge from physically networking, spotting 
faces across the coffee lounge, rekindling or seeding new 
collaborations and ideas.  However, it does offer the opportunity 
to virtually step into each other’s world. This was evident in 
February as teams in some of the most remote parts of 
northern Australia presented at the Northern Australia Savanna 
Fire Forum. The added challenges of internet connections from 
the Tiwi Islands or Kimberley, and glimpses into the rangers’ 
working offices brought the reality of fire management in
Australia a little more vividly to those of us sitting in our 
research offices.  Rebecca Pearse (pictured above) reported on 
this forum.

In her experience, the Fire Forum is unique in the depth and 
breadth of practitioners attending, and the focus is on sharing
experience and knowledge to continue to consolidate the 
foundations of this maturing industry, and strengthen the social, 
cultural and economic benefits for communities. The industry 
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Applications are open for ClimateLaunchpad, the world’s largest 
and most successful cleantech and green business ideas 
competition.  Its mission is to address the negative impacts of 
climate change by ways of innovation, invention and
entrepreneurship. A green future demands thousands of 
innovations challenging the current business models. The 
competition supports aspiring and promising cleantech 
entrepreneurs with training, coaching and networking 
opportunities.  ClimateLaunchpad operates on a global scale, 
currently in over 50 countries.

ClimateLaunchpad was established in 2014 and is part of the
Entrepreneurship offerings of EIT Climate-Knowledge and 
Innovations Communities (KICs).

The competition is completely free of charge, and provides 
training, mentoring and pitching opportunities at a local, 
national and global level to help participants grow their concept 
into a business. Anyone with a cleantech or green business 
concept can apply, whether your idea is still on the back of a 
napkin or you’re already a fully-fledged start-up.

In 2021, the Australian program is supported by the Department 
of Industry, Science, Energy and Resources, the RACE CRC and 
the Future Battery Industries CRC.

Application deadline is 22 April 2021. Apply here www.climate-
launchpad.org/application-form.Image below: Cassetex from Bangladesh was 2020’s  winner.

http://www.climate-Image
http://www.climate-Image
https://climatelaunchpad.org/application-form/


Page 8

Cairns South Community Champions
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 design to be driven by the key stakeholders meant we were 
able to get the best value. This framework also creates a sense 
of stakeholder ownership and allowed us to draw on extensive 
experience which was vital for a pilot program.”

Nominations were received from the Pacifica Communities 
Committee FNQ, CentaCare, Queensland Police, PCYC, 
Yarrabah Arts and Cultural Precinct, Woree State High School 
P&C, Babinda Taskforce, Benevolent Society, Djarragun College 
and from Curtis Pitt, MP. Participants ranged in age and cultural 
backgrounds. Occupations were also diverse, including school 
leavers, university students, teachers, a police officer, student 
support officers and a community support worker.  

All participants volunteered to be there and the program 

A pilot program to encourage community to strengthen and 
cultivate community champions in Cairns South was delivered in 
2020 by The Cairns Institute and the Police Citizens Youth Club 
(PCYC) Safer communities. Jennifer McHugh through the Cairns 
South Collective Impact project formed a partnership with 
PCYC, and successfully applied for a Community Services Grant  
from Cairns Regional Council. 

The program used a collective impact approach for the design 
and implementation. This approach signals significant 
consultation for determining key goals and deliverables. The 
process often means the design and agreed outcomes are not 
always clear at the onset.

Workshop facilitator, Jennifer McHugh stated ”by allowing the
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Cairns South Community Champions
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received incredible levels of support with many of the course 
presenters also volunteering their time. 

The more immediate feedback from everyone involved was 
overwhelmingly positive, with a real enthusiasm to see the 
program repeated and possibly expanded. A number of people 
commented that there is a distinct need for this type of 
community capacity building initiative. Every participant felt 
that they had gained core skills that would allow them to 
better engage with their community.

Image credits: Jennifer McHugh. Various images shown are of the workshop
 participants and guest speakers.
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Doromu-Koki is a Papuan language of Central Province, Papua 
New Guinea, nestled in the Owen Stanley ranges to the 
southeast of the capital, Port Moresby. It is home to 
approximately 2,000 speakers; half have now formed an 
expatriate community in Port Moresby. It is an endangered 
language with a large displaced community, many inter-marriages 
amongst other language communities and much influence from 
the national languages, not only in social media, but in many 
day-to-day domains.

Language and Culture Research Centre PhD candidate Rob 
Bradshaw has been involved with the Doromu-Koki speaking 
community since 2001. Recently he had the privilege to see the 
completion and publication of the Doromu-Koki–English 
Dictionary in print (Bradshaw, Robert L. 2021. Doromu-Koki–
English Dictionary. Munich: LINCOM Europa) and on the web 
(https://www.webonary.org/doromu-koki). The dictionary stems 
from 20 years of language development, involving language data 
collection, analysis and translation work in the Doromu-Koki 
language community. The web version will also be made into 
an app that people can access on their phones, now a common 
sight even in the remote bush.

Language Preservation

As well as nearly 5,000 example sentences, the dictionary also 
includes a thesaurus based on SIL International’s dictionary 
development semantic domains. It is hoped that the dictionary 
will remain a repository of an endangered language, serving as 
a means of preserving the linguistic and cultural heritage of the 
Doromu-Koki people for generations to come.
One speaker says about the web version: ‘What a milestone. 
Im (sic) real proud. Thanks to all who’s (sic) behind the success’ 
(Legend-Yung Palaka, Dorom Pride Inc Facebook group, 19 
March 2021).
And another: ‘Wow! I love it. I did a bit of word search and got 
a lot of meaning that put a big smile on my face. I didn’t see my 
face though! haha’ (Melinda, Facebook Messenger group, 25 
March 2021).

Image credits: Robert Bradshaw(top-left) with Doromu-Koki Speakers and (below) 
future generation of Doromu-Koki speakers. Cover of the Doromu-Koki Dictionary 
(right)

https://www.webonary.org/doromu-koki
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Launch of the Pacific Women’s Political 
Empowerment Research Group 
The Pacific Women’s Political Empowerment Research Group was 
launched by Professor Rosita Henry and Dr Lesley Clark as part of 
the International Women’s Day 2021 events at JCU. 

The Pacific Women’s Political Empowerment Research Group 
seeks to address research and knowledge gaps in women’s 
political empowerment and representation in the Melanesian 
sub-region of the Pacific. The Group will focus on PNG initially,
as there are currently no women in the national Parliament and 
the next election is scheduled for June 2022. 

The research relates to the Cairns Institute’s research theme - 
Social & Environmental Justice – the goal of which is to assist 
communities to respond to social and environmental change 
and increase social inclusion through projects committed to 
social justice, health and wellbeing.

The group is led by Professor Betty Lovai, Pro Vice Chancellor 
(Academic and Student Affairs) at the University of Papua New 
Guinea, and Dr Lesley Clark, Adjunct Research Fellow with The 
Cairns Institute. Dr Clark is currently the Commonwealth 
Parliamentary Association Champion for the Alumni Initiative, 
a project of the Commonwealth Women Parliamentarians 
Network which aims to use mentoring by experienced Members 
of Parliament to support newly elected women parliamentarians 
across the Commonwealth. 

As its first project, the Pacific Women’s Political Empowerment 
Research Group is working on a rapid assessment of what has 
been learnt from the results of the 2017 PNG elections, what 
actions have been taken to date, and are planned to increase 
women’s political participation and election to Parliament.
 
Pictured above are Olive Tau-Davis, Susita Vout, Imong Brooksbank & Vyvyen Wong 
(top left) representing PNG & Fijian communities in Cairns. On the right is Dr Lesley 
Clark, Prof Rosita Henry & Vice-Chancellor Sandra Harding.

This report will serve as a valuable guide for PNG government, 
the Electoral Commission, the Integrity for Political Parties and 
Candidates Commission, the National Council of Women, other 
NGO’s and international donors in the leadup to the 2022 election.

A second research project is a longitudinal study that will focus 
on the performance and experience of a representative sample 
of women candidates over the pre and post-election period, July 
2021 to July 2023. More details on http://bit.ly/PWPERG

http://bit.ly/PWPERG


Whose versions of sustainability count in the urban century? 
How does spatial disadvantage intersect with injustices based 
on gender, ethnic, linguistic, religious and other dimensions 
of social difference? What opportunities do flows of people, 
capital, information and commodities between urban and rural 
spaces present for sustainable rural development?

As a delegate to the 2022 World Congress of Rural Sociology 
you will consider these and many other questions relevant to 
contemporary rural society.

Since 2007, more than half the world’s population has lived in 
cities and towns. Once concentrated in the developed world, 
new urban dwellers are now overwhelmingly located in 
developing and emerging economies. The scale and pace of 
urbanization raises numerous questions for inclusive and 
sustainable development – questions as relevant to rural 
communities and spaces as they are to cities themselves. 

Indeed, given rural communities continue to lag well behind 
their urban counterparts in relation to water and food security, 

access to modern energy and sanitation, access to medical and 
human services, and so on, perhaps these questions are even 
more relevant in the rural domain.

The United Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
identifies the establishment of positive economic, social and 
environmental links between urban, peri-urban and rural areas 
as a key strategy to redress rural disadvantage.

This raises numerous questions about how urban and rural spaces 
are connected through flows of people, capital, information, 
commodities, and so forth, about the distribution of authority
and whose version of sustainability counts; and about the 
relationships between spatial disadvantage and injustices based 
on ethnic, linguistic, religious and other dimensions of social 
difference.

Abstract submissions and registrations are open. All abstracts 
previously accepted in 2020 have now been transferred to 2022.
More details can be found on www.irsa2022.com
Image: Freshly bean coffee beans (top left)
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What’s On?
Details for these events can be found at: www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/upcoming-events/

Event Date & location
An introduction to Marura
CABAH/TARL Seminar | Cassandra Rowe

16 April
The Cairns Institute

Archaeometallurgy, Environment and Landscape in Upland Laos: 
Its Impact on ‘WorldViews’ during the Transition from the Bronza Age
to Early States in South East Asia
CABAH/TARL Seminar | Nigel Chang

23 April
The Cairns Institute

People and Pots at Vilabouly: finding people in pottery
CABAH/TARL Seminar | Katherine Cameron

30 April
The Cairns Institute

‘For a Few horses More: The Role of Domesticated Livestock 
in the Development of North Queensland’
CABAH/TARL Seminar | Daniel England

7 May
The Cairns Institute

Shaping the Stone: An experimental approach 
to the Plain of Jars megaliths
CABAH/TARL Seminar | Tate Devantier-Thomas

7 May
The Cairns Institute

Trade and Mobility: Creating a Strontium isoscape of the Papuan Coast
CABAH/TARL Seminar | Jason Kariwiga

14 May
The Cairns Institute

Indigenous impacts on north Australian Savanna fire regimes
over the Holocene
CABAH/TARL Seminar | Chris Wurster

21 May
The Cairns Institute

Pathways through Sahul: The Archaeology of the Great Papuan Plateau
CABAH/TARL Seminar | Bryce Barker

28 May
The Cairns Institute

Early Years Digital Symposium 2021
Register at www.earlyyearsconference.com

27-28 May
Online

Early Years Conference
Register at www.earlyyearsconference.com

5-6 May, 2022
Cairns Convention Centre

XV World Congress of Rural Sociology
Register at www.IRSA2022.com

19-22 July, 2022
Pullman Cairns International

Image credit: Cassandra Rowe. Marura Pollen

http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/upcoming-events/
http://www.earlyyearsconference.com
http://www.earlyyearsconference.com
http://www.IRSA2022.com
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