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From the Director 

Collaboration and communication are very important to us at the Cairns 

Institute. Often, issues at the forefront of our projects are too wide spread 

for one person to solve. We are proud to be collaborating with academics, 

businesses, researchers, students and organisations who are also 

committed to understanding and informing the critical processes of  social, 

economic and environmental transformation across the global tropics.  

As we look forward, striving to create brighter more equitable and 

enriching futures for all, we recognise that some of our communication 

practices will need to evolve.  

Your personal experiences will effect the way you view change. We hope 

ours will be seen in a positive light, starting with this newsletter.  

As each week goes by, I am pleased to hear of the impact our researchers 

are making. We aim to promote this impact through a designated news 

section on our website launching later this year. This will provide us the 

opportunity to deliver important messages about our achievements in a 

more relevant timeframe. We will still collate our news in a new quarterly 

format so that you remain informed of the great progress on projects,  

events and  other dialogue from the Cairns Institute.  
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The Cairns Institute is proud to announce an 

exhibition of materials from the Bragge Collection. 

Please join us to view the exhibition which features 

some of the hundreds of material culture artefacts 

collected by Laurie Bragge during the time he lived 

and worked in Papua New Guinea. Laurie referred to 

these materials extensively when writing his multi-

volume history of the Sepik.  

Laurie generously donated this collection to James 

Cook University to facilitate further research into this 

diverse and fascinating tropical region and the 

societies that call it home. 

You are welcome to join us at the Cairns Institute from 

11:30am on Wednesday 22 May for an open 

viewing of the exhibition and a screening of the 1971 

documentary, A Blank on the Map. This documentary 

features Laurie Bragge leading David Attenborough 

through central PNG highlands in search of peoples 

who have never seen Europeans previously. 

Everyone is welcome to continue viewing the 

exhibition throughout and after the screening. Special 

guests, Mr Laurie Bragge and Director of the PNG 

National Museum, Dr Andrew Montu will also attend 

the exhibition.  

The exhibition titled ‘Sepik Histories: Reflecting on 

Collecting’ will continue to be on display at the Cairns 

Institute and the JCU library until Friday 28 June 

2019. The exhibition will also feature the film 

‘Patrolling the Past’ by Cairns Institute Research 

Fellow, Dr Daniela Vávrová. This film highlights 

Laurie’s life and the collection he acquired over the 50 

years he lived and worked in PNG.  

For further information on the collection, please see 
the Bragge Collection article here.   

Please join us for the exhibition Sepik Histories: Reflecting on Collecting 

Items from the Bragge Collection 

The Bragge Collection exhibition will be on display at the Cairns Institute 
at JCU library from 22 May to 28 June 2019.  Images of the collection 
provided by Dr Daniela Vávrová.  

https://www.jcu.edu.au/library/find/books-dvds-and-more/special-collections/bragge-collection
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On March 10, 2019, the dictionary was presented to 
the Chiquitano leaders of San Ignacio de Velasco, 
capital of the homonyous municipality. The dictionary 
was published in Santa Cruz by Industria Maderera 
San Luis SRL as part of its social responsibility and by 
the Museo de Historia of the Universidad Autónoma 
Gabriel René Moreno. The dictionary, authored by Dr. 
Luca Ciucci and José Macoñó Tomichá, first Master of 
Chapel of San Javierito, is part of a long-term 
commitment towards the San Javierito community. 
Empowering indigenous speakers and preserving 
endangered languages, such as Chiquitano, are 
urgent tasks according to UNESCO. This priority has 
prompted the United Nations to declare 2019 the 
International Year of Indigenous Languages.  

Luca Ciucci is Postdoctoral Research Fellow at Language 
and Culture Research Centre. 
Mario Arrien is Adjunct at Language and Culture Research 
Centre.  

Top left: Mario Arrien with Don José Tomichá Chuvé, second Master of Chapel of San 
Javierito. Top right: Mario Arrien with Don Esteban Tomichá Vaca, the community leader 
of San Javierito. Bottom: Mario Arrien delivering of the printed copies of the "Diccionario 
básico del chiquitano del Municipio de San Ignacio de Velasco" to the community of San 
Javierito. 

Preserving an endangered dialect of Chiquitano 

Chiquitano (aka Bésɨro) is an official language of Bolivia 
most commonly spoken in the lowlands of southeastern 
Bolivia. The language includes several dialects, all of which 
are endangered. In 2017, Dr Luca Ciucci, Research Fellow 
in Linguistics at Language and Culture Research Centre, 
(LCRC) began the documentation of the Chiquitano dialect 
spoken in the community of San Javierito in the 
municipality of San Ignacio de Velasco. At the same time, 
Mario Arrien, Adjunct Fellow at LCRC, was documenting 
the festivities of the Chiquitano community. The local 
dialect is rarely, if at all, transmitted to younger 
generations. Dr Luca Ciucci was asked by community 
leaders to develop a basic dictionary as a resource to be 
used in the local primary schools to help preserve the 
dialect of San Javierito.  

Although local schools teach the Chiquitano language, they 
had no resources written in their local dialect prior to Dr 
Ciucci’s development of the dictionary; it is the first product 
for use by the local community. On December 15, 2018 in 
the presence of the community leader, Mario Arrien 
presented the dictionary to the community, delivered a 
number of copies to the local school and local authorities.  

Caption Mario Arrien presenting the dictionary to the Chiquitano leaders of San Ignacio de Velasco The community of San Javierito at the presentation of the dictionary  

Left: Dictionary of the endangered dialect of Chiquitano. Right: Mario Arrien with Don José Ma-
coñó Tomichá, first Master of Chapel of San Javierito and co-author of the dictionary. 
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The second step of 
the project will take 
place in late April 
with staff from the 
Australian Tropical 
Herbarium undertak-
ing a vegetation sur-
vey. They will be on 
the lookout for criti-
cally endangered or 
endangered plants 
such as tassel ferns 
(Phlegmariurus spe-
cies), the Blue  
Orchid (Dendrobium 
nindii), Moth Orchid 
(Phalaenopsis  
amabilis subsp. 
rosenstromii) and the 
Mossman Fairy Or-
chid (Oberonia atten-
uata). Joining the 
survey will be two 
rangers from  
Jabalbina Aboriginal 
Corporation, keen to 
add the techniques 
to undertake detailed 
vegetation assess-
ment to their skillset. 
The bulk of the funding will then be deployed through  
Jabalbina for weed and debris removal followed by replanting 
for weed and erosion control. The work will be carried out ac-
cording to a management plan, advised by the cultural herit-
age assessment, vegetation assessment and national and 
regional codes and guidelines.  

The final stage of the project will be a community monitoring 
and maintenance plan. We would like to hear from anyone 
wanting to be a part of the team to design the monitoring pro-
gram and to maintain the rehabilitation once the grant finishes 
later in the year. The site will require ongoing maintenance to 
ensure weeds are minimised, trees are watered and the site is 
protected from vandalism and illegal dumping of rubbish.  If 
you can help this great project in any capacity  
please contact Rebecca Pearse on 0428 866 147 or  
rebeca.pearse@jcu.edu.au.  

On the northern outskirts of Mossman appears a line 
of riparian vegetation framed against the mountain 
backdrop. The vegetation is along the banks of 
Kubirri creek, a small seasonal tributary of the Moss-
man River. The vine forests along the creek are ‘of 
concern’ and ‘endangered’ and may contain habitat 
or habitat connectivity for a number of threatened 
flora species.  Kubirri Creek is also culturally signifi-
cant for the Kubirriwarra Bama and wider Eastern 
Kuku Yalanji Bama. An important meeting place, the 
creek banks are used for men and women’s camps 
with the vine forests and creek providing suste-
nance.  The creek also forms the boundary of the 
Mossman Botanic Garden project.  

The Cairns Institute Adjunct Research Fellow and 
Mossman Botanic Garden project coordinator, Re-
becca Pearse, states “the creek is in need of some 
care through improved weed and erosion control 
and a $50,000 Landcare grant is designed to do just 
that. The Kubirri Creek restoration project is not just 
about biophysical outcomes though. It also builds 
key relationships, increases capacity through collab-
oration and is the first baby step in delivering social, 
cultural and economic opportunities to Mossman.” 

The first step in the project involved the exploration 
and recording of cultural significance of the creek. 
This was conducted through a combination of com-
munity consultations with the Eastern Kuku Yalanji 
Traditional Owners, Kubirriwarra Bama, and a cul-
tural heritage field inspection to identify any physical 
and/or intangible cultural heritage sites. The cultural 
assessment was funded 50% by Landcare and 50% 
by Mossman Botanic Garden. The cultural assess-
ment has given these two groups the opportunity to 
build great professional relationships which will con-
tinue throughout the wider Mossman Botanic Gar-
den project. Consultation activities identified that the 
entire length of Kubirri Creek, on both sides, is an 
important place as it was used as a traditional and 
contemporary camping ground as evidenced by the 
current camp infrastructure. On this basis, the pro-
ject area meets the criteria of a Significant Aborigi-
nal Area (Section 9 of the Aboriginal Cultural Herit-
age Act 2003). All sloping banks (point bar) of the 
creek were confirmed as camping locations.  

 

 

Please help us maintain a beautifully restored Kubirri Creek 

Kubirri Creek, culturally and environmentally significant.  

Kubirri Creek 
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The Cairns Institute is delighted to see so many of our past 

TEDxJCUCairns speakers continue to do amazing work 

across a local and global stage. Their ideas, achievements 

and leadership continue to inspire us.  Some of the recent 

highlights from TEDxJCUCairns are following.  

Ten year old, Molly Steer was recently asked to sit for a 

portrait to be entered in the Archibald Prize.  At first Cairns 

local artist, Amber Hill, thought she would show Molly as 

the determined and passionate eco-warrior that Molly is. 

However anyone who spends time with Molly will also see 

that she is an optimistic young lady, encouraging for 

change. The 2017 TEDxJCUCairns speaker is lively and 

engaging. Molly has a passion to reduce pollution through 

her ‘Straw No More’ project, which has resulted in large 

scale change.  

In November 2018, Cairns Regional Council (CRC) put 

forward a motion to the Local Government Association of 

QLD requesting all councils to commit to a statewide 

program to phase out plastic straws and other single use 

plastics. The motion was passed. In a CRC media release 

Councillor Linda Cooper, who spoke to the motion, payed 

tribute to Molly for leading the change. Linda stated, “Molly 

certainly got this issue into the spotlight.’ The CRC motion 

also asked for councils to support businesses to make the 

change from single use plastic. CRC Mayor Manning said 

“as a Reef Guardian Council, we want to ensure that we 

are doing what we can to reduce the impact of plastic on 

waterways, including those leading into the Great Barrier 

Reef.”  

Molly appeared on the second series of the ABC’s War on 

Waste program and has since started a StrawBassador 

program to help spread the word. In 2018, Molly was 

awarded the Cairns Young Woman of the Year award. 

Molly’s Mum said that every phone call, email and request 

for Molly to speak or to take part in something begins with 

“I saw your TEDx talk.”  

 

 

TEDxJCUCairns speakers continue to shine 

Another 2017 speaker Julie-Anne Lambourne was a 

finalist in the 2019 Telstra Business Awards.  Julie-Anne, 

who recently accepted a position on the Cairns Institute 

External Advisory Board, was nominated under the 

category of Purpose and Social Enterprise Award.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

2018 speaker comedian, Peter James, received a 5 star 

review from his show at the Adelaide Fringe Festival.  

'Sharp as a tack and genuinely very funny.' 

- Adelaide Advertiser 

‘Peter James is certainly a word person, and that word is 

STAR!’ 

- GLAM Adelaide 

Peter went on to perform his show titled ‘Word Person’ at 

the Melbourne International Comedy Festival.  

Caption 

Julie-Anne Lambourne 

Molly Steer on the ABC’s  

War on Waste program 

Peter James 

https://www.cairns.qld.gov.au/council/news-publications/media-releases/releases/lgaq-environment
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Bernard Lee Singleton, who spoke at the 2014 

TEDxJCUCairns event, will be the curator of the 

Cairns Indigenous Art Fair (CIAF) fashion 

performance for the 2nd year.  Bernard will 

collaborate with artist Simone Arnol to deliver a 

fashion performance. Together they will focus on 

providing an artistic platform where Indigenous 

culture is celebrated through art, fashion, modelling, 

dance and performance. This year the fashion 

performance will centre on the theme of Buwal–

barra... "Messenger" Yesterday. Today. Tomorrow.  

 

CIAF will be held on 12-14 July at the Cairns Cruise 

Liner Terminal. It is an excellent event for locals and 

visitors alike.  

  

Anna Fredericks, an Executive Officer with JCU Chancellery 

was asked to deliver the keynote address at the 37th annual 

NT Isolated Children's Parents' Association conference late 

last month.  

Anna was asked to 

give the address after 

organisers viewed her 

2018 TEDxJCUCairns 

talk titled ‘Live small, 

think big’. Anna said “it 

was a privilege to be 

invited as the keynote 

speaker at the 

conference. Ensuring 

Australia's regional, 

rural and remote 

students have access 

to high quality 

education services that 

will prepare them for 

the jobs of the future 

needs to be a national 

priority. This will ensure 

that we grow our next 

generation of leaders 

to support thriving 

regions.”   

 

CIAF 2018 

TEDxCairns is set to return in 2019 

It’s official. Our TEDx operating license has been 

renewed for another year! Please save the date for 

our 6th annual TEDx event. It will be held on Saturday 

9 November at The Cairns Institute, JCU Smithfield.  

 

TEDxJCUCairns is a collaborative, not-for-profit event 

partnering with local organisations including 

ToastMasters, TropWater, the Australian Society for 

Parasitology Inc and JCU’s College of Arts, Society 

and Education. We look forward to another successful 

year of TEDxJCUCairns. To stay up to date with all our 

news, please follow us on Facebook or take a look at 

our TEDxJCUCairns website.  

Anna Fredericks 

Bernard Singleton speaking at 2014 TEDxJCUCairns 

Anna Fredricks 

https://ciaf.com.au/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BXbk7GzfmeU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BXbk7GzfmeU
https://www.facebook.com/tedxjcucairns/
https://tedxjcucairns.com/
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There has been extensive international 

policy attention to Education for 

Sustainable Development (ESD) whose 

primary objective is "to reorient 

education and learning so that everyone 

has the opportunity to acquire the 

knowledge, skills, values and attitudes 

that empower them to contribute to 

sustainable development." There has 

been several international declarations 

and charters to describe this work but 

ESD in the South East Asia region has 

been viewed as lacking a policy 

declaration that is tailored to the needs 

of Singapore’s regional community.  

Therefore, the National Institute of 

Education at Nanyang Technological 

University (NTU) sought international input on drafting a declaration on research for ESD. Accordingly, three senior 

international scholars who were recognised as contributing to this field, including Cairns Institute Adjunct Professor Bob 

Stevenson, were invited to provide input to this workshop and participate as a writer in the development of this 

document. 

The three day workshop was structured around four writing sessions and activities: contribution of education to 

sustainable development, research on ESD, an international action plan, and a synthesis into a declaration on 

research for ESD. Professor Stevenson highlights the great opportunity to collaborate with the other participants 

throughout the sessions. The participants included a UNESCO representative, academics from the hosting university, 

six members of the Education for Sustainability Asia Network from neighbouring Asian regional countries (Philippines, 

Taiwan and Thailand), and the three senior scholars from Australia, Switzerland and the USA.  

Draft statements in the Declaration include: ESD research should involve diverse theoretical and methodological 

approaches and draw on cultural (including Indigenous), ecological, economic, philosophical, political, and sociological 

perspectives. Slated for inclusion in an appendix to the Declaration are a set of important potential research questions 

that were also identified. These are being organised within key categories such as educational policy, curriculum and 

teacher education. 

The final declaration is expected to provide an internationally developed statement on the research needs of ESD. This 

aims to support both a research agenda and grant applications in the Asian region led by NTU’s National Institute of 

Education. 

Professor Stevenson contributes to Singapore’s Declaration  
on Research for Education for Sustainable Development  

Workshop participants gather at Nanyang Technological University in Singapore. 



  Page 8 

1. Integrated Child and Family Needs Analysis: This 

project is looking to explore opportunities to improve 

the current system of the child and family needs 

analysis and coordinated response. Core oversight 

groups have been formed and a detailed mapping 

exercise is currently being undertaken by senior 

researcher, Fiona Alison. 

2. Schools as the Centre of Network Building around the 

Child: This project is being progressed by Education 

Queensland through their ‘Whatever it Takes’ 

initiative.  

3. Build Stronger Systems for Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander People: This project is supporting the 

‘Southern Cairns Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

Organisation for Families and Youths’ to deeply 

engage the local community. 

4. Place-based approaches to Building Civic Capacity, 

Leadership and Workforce Development: This project 

will ramp up in 2019, exploring ways to improve civic 

and workforce capacity in Cairns South. 

5. Cairns South Community Services Hub:  This project 

will explore the potential to use the Cairns South 

Health Facility with the potential to draw more human 

services into the Cairns South area. 

The workshop held at Hambledon House in Edmonton also 

gave Government Departments and service providers the 

opportunity to highlight some of the services they deliver 

and share success stories.  

The Cairns Institute would like to thank our stakeholders for 
their ongoing engagement in the Collective Impact project. 
We look forward to working together to increase support 
and enhance outcomes for children and their families in 
Cairns South.  

Late last month, the Collective Impact project group 

held a workshop to update key stakeholders on the 

project progress and to also seek input into the update 

of the 2016 State of the Children Report. The project 

brings together participants from diverse sectors 

within the same community. These participants have a 

shared commitment to solve a specific social issues 

through a structure that focuses on collaborative 

planning, implementation, monitoring and review. It is 

based on the belief that no single policy, agency, 

organisation or program can tackle the increasingly 

complex social problems we face. The project focus is 

on the how we can better address the complex issues 

affecting the development of 0-12 year olds in Cairns 

south (Early Years cohort). 

The workshop was opened by Mission Australia’s 

North Queensland Area Manager, Dr Phil Flint, and 

bought together key stakeholders across the region, 

including State and Federal Government, Non-

Government organisations, NGOs, and the Cairns 

Regional Council.   

The 2016 State of the Children Report highlights data 

surrounding adolescence in the Cairns southern 

suburbs including health, child protection, education 

and special needs. Kristy Hill, one of the authors of 

the report, discussed how the previous data was 

collected and analysed. Stakeholders were then 

invited by The Cairns Institute’s Professor Allan Dale 

to provide input into what data should be included in 

the update and how we could work collaboratively to 

source the most relevant information. 

Allan Dale also outlined the progress that has been 

made on the 5 strategic change projects otherwise 

known as ‘big babies’.  

 

 

 

Cairns South community come together to make a Collective Impact 

Stakeholders gather at Hambledon House 

https://www.missionaustralia.com.au/publications/submissions-and-reports/children-youth-and-families/660-cairns-young-people-report-2016/file
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Cairns Institute Fellow Associate Professor Anna 
Blackman and Adjunct Research Fellow Dr Rachel 
Hay were invited to attend the Pacific Connect 
'Women in Business & Digital Delivery' Dialogue in 
Brisbane in February this year.   

There they were given the opportunity to forge strong, 
strategic-level relationships between Pacific and Aus-
tralian leaders across public, private and community 
sectors.  The Brisbane Dialogue brought together cur-
rent and emerging leaders from the Pacific and Aus-
tralia to develop a network of collaborators with the 
view of building connections for a digital future.   

The group explored opportunities for new types of 
partnerships that are beyond traditional ‘aid and trade’ 
approaches. Anna and Rachel tabled the idea of a 
behaviour change masterclass and they added to dis-
cussions around waste management, mobile banking 
and its challenges, improved access for farmers to 
markets, growing international demand for Pacific 
products, designing apps for people with disabilities, 
supporting young people with smart business ideas 
and digital solutions to education and modern ways of 
learning.   

 

Researchers collaborate at Women in  
Business & Digital Delivery Dialogue  

 

The dialogue also gave the participants a chance to 
forge friendships throughout an afternoon of discovery 
at the Precinct Innovation Hub and the Women’s Wealth 
exhibition at the Queensland Art Gallery and the Gallery 
of Modern Art.  Rachel says, “ it was a wonderful experi-
ence to meet and hear the stories of the women entre-
preneurs, business owners and ICT specialists from 
New Zealand, Samoa, Tonga, Papua New Guinea,  
Solomon Islands, Vanuatu and Fiji”.  

Women across the Pacific attended the Symposium 

Rachel Hay & Anna Blackman 

BrekkyNet 
The Cairns South Collective Impact project team were very 

pleased to have been able to host the first BrekkyNet of 2019 on 

15 February at JCU’s Cairns City Campus.  

BrekkyNet is the Communities for Children monthly networking 

event. It is a great way to hear and learn about what is happening 

in the sector and collaborate with one another. This event was 

attended by representatives from education, health, police, NDIS, 

Playgroups QLD, Girl Guides, the Six Bs, Relationships Australia, 

CRC, ADCQ, just to name a few.   
Representatives gather for BrekkyNet at JCU’s City Campus 
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TEDxJCUCairns coordinator named a finalist for prestigious 
women in business award 

Jennifer and the TEDxJCUCairns team 

Caption 

The Cairns Institute’s Development in the Tropics, Program Coordinator,  

Jennifer McHugh has been named a finalist for the 2019 Cairns Business 

Women’s Club (CBWC) Awards in the Manager in Business category. The 

award acknowledges women in the public or private sector for their outstand-

ing skills and contribution to their employer as a middle or senior manager.  

CBWC was born in the 1980’s from a vision to improve the profile of women in 

business in Cairns. Thirty years later the Club continues to realise that vision through its regular networking events, 

annual awards and leadership in the Cairns business community. The CBWC provide support, inspiration and pro-

fessional development to its members. 

Jennifer has worked at The Cairns Institute for seven years as a project and events manager. An active member of 

both the JCU and wider Cairns community, Jennifer’s nomination centres largely on her role as the organiser and 

curator of TEDxJCUCairns. Jennifer said “I am very honoured to be named a finalist. CBWC is an amazing organi-

sation which promotes and supports the critical role that women play in Cairns. I am proud to be considered 

amongst the high calibre of women and it makes me feel very humbled that someone in the Cairns business com-

munity took the time to nominate me.” 

The Cairns Institute wish Jennifer all the best with her nomination. The winners will be announced at a gala dinner 
on Saturday 4 May 2019. For more information visit www.cbwc.org.au.  

L: Jennifer (centre) with the TEDxJCUCairns team, R: Production team 

http://www.cbwc.org.au
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The success of Stage 1, and the positive governance 

arrangements for oversight of the package, have helped 

secure the Federal Government’s recent announcement 

of $190 million for their contribution to Stage 2. Stage 2 

will continue to focus on sealing the Peninsula 

Development Road and further developing transport 

access routes to and from the region’s remote Aboriginal 

communities.   

As part of the Rural Economies Centre of Excellence 

(RECoE), the Cairns Institute’s Professor Allan Dale, chairs 

the Cape York Region Package (Infrastructure Investment 

Program) Taskforce and Sub-Working Group. The 

Taskforce is comprised of nominated representatives of 

Cape York Councils, businesses, traditional owners and 

relevant federal and state government agencies. Together 

with the Sub Working Group, these arrangements guide 

implementation of Stage one of this significant infrastructure 

program. The Cape York Region Package is a 5-year $276 

million program of works (2014-15 to 2018-19) jointly 

funded by the Australian and Queensland Governments to 

upgrade critical transport infrastructure on Cape York 

Peninsula. The package, now nearing completion, consists 

of 3 stages: 

 $215.5 million to progressively extend the seal on the 

Peninsula Developmental Road (PDR) between 

Lakeland and Weipa over 4 years; 

 $10 million over 4 years for sealing works on the 

remaining gravel sections of Endeavour Valley Road 

through to Hope Vale; 

 $50.5 million for priority community infrastructure 

works identified by the Torres and Cape Indigenous 

Mayors Alliance for projects that upgrade and 

improve infrastructure such as roads, barge and boat 

ramps, water and sewerage. The works are being 

carried out in Aurukun, Kowanyama, Lockhart River, 

Mapoon, Napranum, Northern Peninsula Area, 

Pormpuraaw and Wujal Wujal communities. 

Because of the focus on delivering regional benefit, 

approximately 71 Indigenous people (including 33 new 

entrant trainees) have been employed on the sealing and 

gravel production projects on the PDR. This equates to 

54% of the workforce and 27 Indigenous businesses/joint 

ventures working on or subcontracted to the PDR projects 

(DMR: CYPR Newsletter, July, 2018) .  

Significant budget outcome for Peninsula development 

Image source hyperlinked on map.   

Gulf country 

https://www.tmr.qld.gov.au/Projects/Name/C/Cape-York-Region-Package-Peninsula-Developmental-Road
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Another international speaker will highlight the issues and 

provide information on circular Economies. Professors 

Hurriyet Babacan and Allan Dale, as well as other business 

and community leaders, will provide the Northern Australia 

and North Queensland context and explore what 

opportunities could address the long term economic 

disparity. 

The symposium will be video linked between the Cairns, 

Townsville and Singapore Campus. Following the 

symposium, JCU researchers will be invited to a round table 

for further discussions.    

More details will be announced on our website as we move 

closer to the event.   

Approximately half the world’s population lives on the 

equivalent of US$2 a day with global unemployment 

rates of 5.7%. There is great need to rethink our social 

and economic policies aimed at eradicating poverty to 

address their slow progress. We also need look at ways 

to stimulate economic growth that allows people to 

have quality jobs while not harming the environment.  

On the 23 July 2019, The Cairns Institute will host the 

Symposium on Inclusive and Sustainable Economic 

Development to address some of the issues facing 

economies in the tropical world. The symposium will 

also give the local community an opportunity to come 

together, collaborate and discuss inclusive and 

sustainable economic development to determine the 

impact on our region.  

The symposium will bring together keynote speakers 

from across the local region and the globe.   

Professor Biman Prasad is a highly recognised 

international scholar in the Asia Pacific who has 

contributed significantly to the debates on social and 

economic development issues. He has undertaken 

research and consultancy projects for international 

organisations such as the Asian Development Bank, 

United Nations Economic and Social Commission for 

Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP), Commonwealth 

Local Government Forum, Food and Agricultural 

Organisation, and the World Trade Organisation. He 

was formerly the Dean of the Business and Economics 

Faculty at the University of the South Pacific and is 

currently the Director of the Fiji Institute of Applied 

Studies and a Member of Parliament.   

 

 

 

 

Addressing inclusive and sustainable economic  
development across a global stage 

Professor Biman Prasad 

UNESCO’s Global Goals for Sustainable Development 
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They will also be visiting and meeting with members of 
Congress in Washington DC.  This will be an excellent 
networking opportunity and a chance for TSM to raise 
awareness about our programs with the hope to expand 
the Mulumulung program into US Congress.     

Jesse and Sarah will also be visiting and collaborating 
with NASA and alumni from Los Angeles Film School 
about providing prospective opportunities for the 
Mulumulung program. Lastly, but not least, they will also 
participate in some cross cultural exchange activities 
with the Yaqi Indigenous peoples in Arizona.  This is 
another excellent opportunity for networking and 
expanding several of TSM’s programs. 

The Streets Movement Organisation is an entirely not-
for-profit entity. Their work is made possible through 
donations, non-government funding and the goodwill of 
the community. If you would like to donate to TSM 
please email adminTSM@thestreetsmovement.org.  

The Streets Movement (TSM) were invited to address 
the United Nations in New York City during the last week 
of April 2019. TSM CEO Sarah Szydzik Martin and 
Founder Jesse Martin spoke about their ongoing work 
and programs, including the Mulumulung Program. TSM 
is a community development organisation delivering 
social development through the implementation of 
community programs worldwide. While in the USA, 
Jesse and Sarah focussed on building strong 
international partnerships, with the hope to provide the 
TSM community unprecedented access to some of the 
world's best institutions and networks.   

Jesse recently wrote a chapter about the Indigenous 
Australian experience in community development, which 
has been published by Columbia University. Jesse was 
one of several Indigenous contributors from across the 
globe, and his writing reflected his experiences at 
TSM. Jesse and Sarah will be visiting Columbia 
University during their visit to New York.  

 

 

Paving the Streets (Movement) in the USA 

Your morning coffee can make a difference 

The district of Pomio, located on New Britain Island in PNG, is great coffee 

growing country. Although remote, the rich volcanic soils in the region help 

produce beans with great full bodied flavour.   

Coffee production has the ability to change the livelihoods for the families in 

the region. To help support the efforts of farmers and their families, please 

consider buying a 250g bag of Pomio Paradise ground coffee. Professor Jen 

Gabriel will be selling the coffee for just $10. Limited supply available – get in 

quick!  

Email Jen on jennifer.gabriel@jcu.edu.au to buy some today.  

Sarah and Jesse at the United Nations in New York 

mailto:adminTSM@thestreetsmovement.org
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Have you ever heard about the human/nature dualism? 
An important concept in environmental sociology. The 
human/nature dualism depicts human and nature as 
being separate and different. For instance, we often 
believe that nature and cities are opposite or that 
humans are superior to plants. These beliefs are 
expression of the human/nature dualism. They are 
assumptions inherited from Western culture and we 
sometimes forget they are not shared by the whole 
world. 
 

Through her PhD 
studies in 
environmental 
sociology, Melusine 
Martin researches 
how people connect 
to nature today. She 
came to understand 
that our relationship 
with nature starts in 
our minds with our 
ideas and beliefs 
about it.  
 

Most indigenous communities have a view of nature 
that does not exclude the notion of home, nature is their 
home. From a Western point of view, there are different 
ways to perceive nature. Nature can be neutral, in 
which case it is generally called nature, a term which 
includes everything from a park to your backyard to the 
ocean or the desert. Or nature can be specific and be 
called wilderness which symbolizes a pristine nature, 
remote from human activity. As such, wilderness has 
become a concern for environmental sociologists as it 

How do you connect to nature? 
describes an ideal more than a reality.  
Heavily romanticized, the notion of a nature that remains 
pure from human interactions, a nature in which humans 
are not supposed to be, for by being there, wilderness 
would no longer be wild, is both false and inadequate. In 
Australia, nature has been inhabited by human beings for 
40,000 years. The notion of wilderness, which some 
academics denounce as a myth, is at the core of the 
human/nature dualism. We live in cities yet dream about 
our next holiday in a National Park or on a remote 
deserted beach.  

Nature is always out there. We leave our home to go 
there a while then we leave nature to go back home. 
Home is never where nature is. So while authors 
denounce our lost connection to nature,  Melusine argues 
that the first step to reconnecting to nature starts in our 
minds, by questioning our very ideas. 

 
Want to help Melusine’s research? 

As part of Melusine’s PhD, she has launched an online 
survey to understand how people perceive nature today. 
If you are living a green lifestyle, trying to be low- or zero-
waste, you are homesteading in a rural or an urban 
context, you are an eco-activist or you simply love nature, 
every eco-conscious person above 18, is invited to 
participate. The survey is done online, takes 15 minutes 
to answer, and you can win $100 worth of iTunes 
vouchers by taking it.  

Conduct the survey here: www.surveymonkey.com/r/
thinkingnature. If you have questions or comments, 
please email Melusine at 
melusine.martin@my.jcu.edu.au.  

Leigh-Ann’s newly published book 

Melusine Martin 

HRM & Remote Health Workforce Sustainability 
TCI Adjunct Research Fellow, Leigh-Ann Onnis a book, HRM and Remote Health 

Workforce Sustainability. The publication draws on Leigh-ann's experience working with 

remote clinicians and is an extension of her research over the past five years with 

remote health managers. Written with the remote clinician-manager in mind, this book 

uses practice examples and suggestions for managers tailored to the needs of the 

remote and isolated workplace. This book has been commended by Christopher Cliffe, 

CEO of CRANAplus, who recommended that 'all remote health managers read and keep 

a copy of this book handy.' 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/thinkingnature
http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/thinkingnature
mailto:melusine.martin@m.jcu.edu.au
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exchange. The 2019 gathering is the fifth time that 
Solid has exclusively focused on a private retreat for 
invited participants in a nurturing environment. “One 
focus for Solid this year was inter-tribal discussion on 
Native Plant Medicine and to mark the gathering spirit. 
The Solid Sisters also shared a Native Christmas meal 
of local bush foods of the season including Bunya 
Nuts, Davidson Plums and limes with Kangaroo” said 
curator Jenny Fraser. 
 
The public Solid screening was held at the Lismore 
Womens Festival and featured screen art and short 
films by visionaries from around the world. It included a 
personal Q&A with Angelina Hurley who was also 
presented with a Solid Screen Storyteller Award. 
Mununjali woman Angelina Hurley is a writer and also 
a presenter of the Murri radio show and segment on 
NITV's The Point titled 'Wild Black Women'. Her award 
winning first short film, titled ‘Aunty Maggie and the 
Womba Wagkun’ retells her grandmothers story in 
South East Queensland. 
 
Each year Solid Screen Awards are bestowed 
internationally, but for this year all of the awards have 
gone to Aboriginal women in Australia for the first time. 
Solid Screen presents work by Indigenous Women 
Screen Makers and acknowledges historically 
important screen culture. Screen makers, artists and 
performers from South East Queensland showed films 
alongside other interdisciplinary creatives from around 
the country and across the world. They presenting 
artforms such as documentary, drama, dance, writing, 
visual arts and digital storytelling. “We continually need 
to be getting Indigenous Knowledges out there to 
urgently help reverse some of the damage done" said 
Jenny Fraser. 
 
The Solid Screen offerings are a consolidation of the 
field of Indigenous Women Screen Makers. Solid 
Screen is presented by cyberTribe and are also partly 
supported by funder Screen Queensland. Some films 
were presented in partnership with Kayche Festival 
based in Mexico. For more information please visit the 
Solid Screen website (solidscreen.com.au), or email 
dot_ayu@yahoo.com.au or phone 0409 255 487.  

The 2019 Solid Sisters Healing Retreat presented by 
the curator, Adjunct Research Fellow Jenny Fraser, to 
help grow Indigenous Womens knowledge and screen 
culture. The event was held at Currumbin Beach on the 
Gold Coast from 22-26 February. A free public 
screening of films by and about Indigenous Women 
toured to the Lismore Womens Festival in Bundjalung 
Country on 2 March. 
 
The Solid Sisters braved the onset of Cyclone Oma 
with the retreat going ahead and presenting ‘Each One 
Teach One’ sessions on Currumbin hill. Attendees 
witnessed a traditional dance by Ginibi Balandah on 
the windy beach at Elephant Rock. They networked 
and also created new work in a private photo booth 
session. The Solid Sisters events focus on cultural 
safety for storytelling development between women. It 
was appropriately held in February to witness the 
closest Super Moon for 2019 and also the Seven 
Sisters constellation, which is known as Jirun in the 
Yugambeh language. The story of the stars also 
directly relates to a site specific Aboriginal Creation 
Story at Currumbin itself. 
 
The Solid Sisters Retreat was established in 2014 to 
hold space for a healing and decolonising environment 
for Indigenous women artists, other storytellers and 
knowledge keepers to take time out together for 

Seven Sisters shining over Solid Screen gathering  

David Hudson 

The Solid Sisters gather in Currumbin. 

mailto:dot_ayu@yahoo.com.au
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The outcome of this panel discussion will be the 

publication of a white paper that analyses the historical 

development of Singaporean Chambers of Commerce, 

evaluates their current state of operation, and makes 

policy recommendations to preserve the future vitality 

and profitability of Singaporean Chambers going 

forward.  

 

This panel was hosted by Mr Bill Tweddell, JCU 

Chancellor and Prof. Chris Rudd, DVC and Head of 

Singapore Campus. The panel included Singapore 

International Chamber of Commerce CEO, Mr. Victor 

Mills; Singapore Malay Chamber of Commerce and 

Industry Executive Director, Mr. Azrulnizam Shah; 

Singapore Manufacturing Federation Deputy Secretary-

General, Dr. Michael Teng; AustCham (Secretary), 

AustCham ASEAN (Treasurer), AustCham Vietnam (Life 

Member), Mr. John Dick and Townsville Chamber of 

Commerce President, Mrs. Debbie Raines. The panel 

discussion will occurred at JCU’s Singapore campus 

earlier this month and all members of the JCU 

community were invited to attend and participate.   

The future in focus: 
A JCU Singapore Panel Discussion on Chambers of Commerce in Singapore, 
hosted by the Centre of International Trade and Business in Asia (CITBA) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr Jacob Wood, JCU’s Acting Associate Dean of 

Research for the College of Business, Law and 

Governance, and Dr Wesley Kendall, Senior Lecturer in 

Law and Cairns Institute Fellow, and Members of CITBA 

held a panel discussion in Singapore that bought together 

many members of academia, business and government to 

discuss the future of Chambers of Commerce in 

Singapore.  

In a hyper-competitive market, with a wide array of vested 

interests both domestic and foreign, Singaporean 

Chambers of Commerce are aggressively vying for 

members, revaluating their value propositions, and 

creatively evolving to meet future challenges in a market 

that has seen their traditional services eclipsed by 

technological disruption. This panel discussion sought to 

bring together key members of various Chambers of 

Commerce, industry, government and academia to 

address transformational market challenges, discuss 

evolutionary technological changes, and to plot the future 

trajectory of Singaporean Chambers of Commerce to 

ensure continued future economic sustainability and 

relevancy.  

Panel discussion at JCU Singapore 

Members of the panel 

Singapore 



  Page 17 

Details for these events can be found at: www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/upcoming-events/ 

Event Date & location 

Quantifying clause in chaining in Nungon 

LCRC Seminar by Hannah Sarvasy 

22 April  

The Cairns Institute 

The language of wellbeing 

Multidisciplinary symposium 

23-24 April  

The Cairns Institute 

The adjective class in Mursi 

LCRC workshop by Firew Worku 

8 May  

The Cairns Institute  

Zooarchaeological meta-analysis of Queensland’s Holocene Indigenous fisheries 

CABAH/TARL seminar by Ariana Lambrides 

10 May 

JCU Smithfield A3-001 

The adjective class in North-Eastern Pomo 

LCRC workshop by Alex Walker 

15 May 

The Cairns Institute 

Bragge Collection Launch  

Exhibition of Sepik Histories: Reflecting on Collecting 

22 May  

The Cairns Institute 

A River Below 

ALTAR Free Film Screening 

22 May 

The Cairns Institute 

Egophoricity in Muya? 

LCRC seminar by Bai Junwei  

22 May  

The Cairns Institute 

Palaeofloods, complexity and risk  

CABAH/ TARL seminar by Robert Wasson 

24 May 

JCU Smithfield A3-001 

Climate reconstruction in Northern Australia using biomarkers (alkanes) 

CABAH/TARL seminar by Xennophon Hadeen 

31 May  

JCU Smithfield A3-001 

International Workshop—The Integration of language and Society 

LCRC Workshop 

21-23 August 

Annual Courtenay Lecture To Be Advised 

TEDxJCUCairns 2019 09 November 

  JANUARY 2019 

http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/upcoming-events/
https://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/upcoming-events/quantifying-clause-in-chaining-in-nungon/
https://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/upcoming-events/the-language-of-well-being/
https://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/upcoming-events/the-adjective-class-in-mursi/
https://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/upcoming-events/zooarchaeological-meta-analysis-of-queensland-s-holocene-indigenous-fisheries/
https://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/upcoming-events/the-adjective-class-in-north-eastern-pomo/
https://www.jcu.edu.au/library/find/books-dvds-and-more/special-collections/bragge-collection
https://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/upcoming-events/a-river-below/
https://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/upcoming-events/egophoricity-in-munya/
https://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/upcoming-events/palaeofloods-complexity-and-risk/
https://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/upcoming-events/climate-reconstruction-in-northern-australia-using-biomarkers-alkanes/
https://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/upcoming-events/the-integration-of-language-and-society/
https://tedxjcucairns.com/

