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Welcome! 

The Cairns Institute supports JCU’s strategic intent to create a brighter future 

for life in the tropics worldwide through graduates and discoveries that make 

a difference. 

It pursues this intent through: 

Research 

The Institute’s research addresses critical points of social and environmental 

transformation in the tropics. Its aim is to be visionary, multidisciplinary, and 

driven by principles of social justice and reciprocity. 

Training 

The Institute offers multiple opportunities for learning via higher degree 

research programs, focused non-award professional development and short 

courses, and collaborative research. 

Dialogue 

The Institute informs and supports public debate about issues shaping life in 

the tropics, creating democratic spaces for the dissemination and discussion 

of ideas and knowledge from both within and outside the University.  
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Does this mean policy should be left to us? The experts? 

Well of course not. Expertise is found in many places and 

the participation of researchers in policy and decision-

making should not be a barrier to the participation of 

others. In fact, it should facilitate that participation. As 

social scientists, in particular, we have a collective 

responsibility to collaborate with community members 

where relevant in our own work, to share research results 

with communities, policy-makers and other stakeholders, 

and to promote inclusive dialogue about important public 

issues. 

These responsibilities we attempt to reflect, in the Cairns 

Institute, both in our research profile and through regular 

public forums, seminars and other events. Still, we need to 

ask ourselves (and to keep asking ourselves) whether these 

activities provide meaningful opportunities for those 

members of our community most marginalised by 

contemporary political discourse to connect with others 

and to help set the agenda for public policy.  

You will find plenty of examples of participatory, 

community-based research in this edition of The Cairns 

Institute Newsletter alongside engagement with policy-

makers, news of upcoming events, and more. But there is 

always more to do. Your feedback and your own 

involvement are always welcome. 

Post-truth. Truthiness. Alternative facts. Fake news …  

I can’t recall any foreign election dominating Australian or 

international media the way the 2016 US Presidential 

election dominated, and continues to dominate, the news 

cycle. For many observers, the outcomes reflect 

increasingly antagonistic relationships between politics, 

public policy, honesty and truth. Terms such as ‘post-truth’ 

have emerged to capture the idea that what matters most 

now in political discourse is not whether statements are 

true, but whether they reinforce listeners’ existing values 

and beliefs. Post-truth politicians go beyond putting a 

convenient spin on facts. Post-truth politicians make 

whatever claims they believe to be in their own best 

interest and they continue to make those claims no matter 

how much evidence is presented to the contrary.  

I’m not convinced anything is going on here we can’t 

describe more adequately with concepts like falsehood, 

propaganda and vilification. In any case, concern over 

truthfulness in political speech raises important questions 

for the social sciences, and for research institutions more 

generally, about our own relationships with politics and 

policy-making. 

As researchers, we have a strong attraction to the idea of 

evidence-based policy-making. Evidence-based policy-

making sounds more rational and civil than winner-take-all 

political shouting matches. Evidence-based policy-making 

values expertise. It gives us a seat at the table.  

From the Director 

Professor Stewart Lockie 
Director 
The Cairns Institute 

john skewes | PFreight train approaching | flic.kr/p/fCNDuG 
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with UPNG lecturers Dr Goru Hane-Nou 

and Mrs Lydia Hiawalyer. 

UPNG course participant Nehemia Kia said: 

“It has been a very powerful learning  

experience and has given me new insight 

into embracing new ways of thinking about 

teaching and learning for my students.” 

Another component of the program  

provides the opportunity for participants to 

be paired with a colleague in a similar role 

so that they can be mentored. 

UPNG participant Dr Gabriella Ak, who  

participated in the mentoring program to 

learn more about publishing said: 

“Mentoring enabled me to complete in two 

days what I could not complete in a year.”  

The two universities are now working  

together to co-author a manuscript suitable 

for submission to a fully peer-reviewed 

scholarly journal. The publications will be 

presented at a conference to be hosted by 

the UPNG in 2017. 

Key activities delivered over the last three 

months have not only strengthened 

collaboration, but have reinforced the 

foundation for ongoing learning and 

research in tropical regions worldwide. This 

Project is supported by the Australian 

Government. 

For more information about the UPNG/JCU 

Twinning Project please contact the Project 

Manager, Ms Sarah Warne:  

sarahjane.warne@jcu.edu.au or  

phone +61 7 4232 1076 

Academic, research and teaching ties 

between James Cook University (JCU) in 

Australia and the University of Papua New 

Guinea (UPNG) are continuing to grow from 

strength to strength. 

The growing sense of partnership between 

the two universities is the result of a 

twinning agreement signed between the 

two universities in July of 2015, which aims 

to improve learning and research skills, 

over three years until 2018. 

The results are already impressive at the 

UPNG in Port Moresby, where staff from 

both universities have together delivered 

learning and research activities to enhance 

teaching quality and research capacity 

across both universities. 

Project activities over the last three months 

have benefited over 42 UPNG staff 

members and 19 JCU staff members. 

A reciprocal arrangement in Australia, has 

seen The Cairns Institute and Cairns Library 

buildings buzzing with activity. 

30 UPNG staff travelled to Australia to  

participate in the Graduate Certificate of 

Education (Academic Practice) (GCE) and 

successfully completed an Early Career  

Researcher Professional Development 

Program (ECR) and the first Writing for 

Publication Workshop. 

The second cohort were taught on-campus 

at the UPNG by award winning academic 

and Teaching Quality Project Manager, Dr 

Andrea Lynch and Dr Fiona Baird, along 

UPNG and JCU strengthen learning, teaching and research outcomes 

“Mentoring enabled me to 

complete in 2 days that I 

could not complete in a 

year” 

Dr Gabriella Ak 

UPNG participant 

 

“It has been a very  

powerful learning  

experience and has given 

me new insight into  

embracing new ways of 

thinking about teaching 

and learning for my  

students”  

Mr Nehemiah Akia 

UPNG GCE participant 

Front L-R: Stewart Lockie, Ryan Daniel, Olive Baloiloi, Shalon 
Taufa-Waine, Sophie Naime, Josephine Pryce, Pius Piskaut 
Middle L-R: Will Edwards, Elaine Sharplin, Peter Kanaparo  

Back L-R: Andrew Krockenberger, Theophilus Emeto, Louis 
Samiak, Gabriela Ak, Brenda Govan 

mailto:sarahjane.warne@jcu.edu.au
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data analysis, and other responsibilities. 

JCU and The Cairns Institute will provide a 

diverse range of expertise across the  

human services and social science 

disciplines, creating a uniquely robust and 

relevant research, consulting, training and 

teaching hub for northern Australia. In  

particular, The Cairns Institute will provide 

significant support through the project lead 

of Allan Dale; Cairns Institute Director, 

Stewart Lockie; senior researcher, Fiona 

Allison; and project manager, Jennifer 

McHugh. 

The project will be informed by the State of 

the Children 2016 report. The report,  

commissioned by Mission Australia and the 

Communities for Children Cairns South and 

Yarrabah, an organisation chaired by  

renowned advocate, Hon Stanley Jones AO 

QC, was written by Dr Scott R Davis, Kristy 

Hill and Tracey Wilson. The report provides 

a baseline that can inform a range of  

agencies to better develop interventional 

support strategies and measure outcomes. 

The report is available from 

www.missionaustralia.com.au/

publications/position-statements/young-

The Cairns Institute is pleased to announce 

its partnership with Mission Australia, 

Cairns South and Yarrabah communities in 

their Communities for Children initiative. 

The Cairns South Collective Impact initiative 

is funded by the Department of Social  

Services and aims to bring together 

representatives from government, 

community organisations, and The Cairns 

Institute to find new ways to address  

complex issues facing Early Years people 

from ages 0 to 12. This project is the most 

comprehensive science-based approach 

ever proposed for improving the wellbeing 

of disadvantaged children in Cairns South. 

It will help transform delivery systems for 

large scale, fully sustainable operation 

through coalitions of local services and 

schools in disadvantaged communities. The 

initiative allows The Cairns Institute the 

opportunity to work with service providers 

and regional partners to support the Early 

Years sector to lead the development of a 

detailed child development 'agenda' as well 

as establish long-term system 

improvements that can lead to better 

support for children and their families in 

Cairns South. 

The Collective Impact initiative will help 

maintain the overall strategic coherence of 

the initiative and coordinate and manage 

key aspects of planning and 

implementation of the work, including 

stakeholder engagement, communications, 

Stronger together- Cairns south early years collective impact initiative 

“The Need for Collective 

Impact Prevention science 

is built on the foundations 

of carefully designed and 

rigorously evaluated 

evidence-based programs 

(EBPs), many of which 

yield large benefits for 

disadvantaged children 

that persist from early 

childhood into the 

adolescent years.  

However, an even bigger 

problem that the social 

and education sectors 

face in tackling 

concentrated 

disadvantage is that they 

remain largely locked into 

a model of isolated 

impact, focused on the 

independent activities of 

individual organizations.” 

Professor Ross Homel 
Dr Kate Freiberg &  
Dr Sara Branch 

Key Centre for Ethics, Law, 
Justice & Governance 

Pexels | pixabay.com/photo-1846236/ 

Allan Dale at the launch of the report 

http://www.missionaustralia.com.au/publications/position-statements/young-people
http://www.missionaustralia.com.au/publications/position-statements/young-people
http://www.missionaustralia.com.au/publications/position-statements/young-people
http://www.missionaustralia.com.au/publications/position-statements/young-people
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(1998)2, oncologists do not always offer treatments as a 

conduit for hope. My data shows that this perception of 

the biomedical objective is shifting. Further, that the  

culture of paternalism in doctor/patient interactions is also 

being transformed. My data shows that oncologists were 

not always the providers of optimism and were sometimes 

very direct in stating if treatments would be futile. Further, 

that hope as an emotion can emerge existentially within 

the patient or other family members regardless of the  

provision of medical facts. Where this occurred in the  

patient, family members who did not share that hope still 

supported them on the basis of the value they placed and 

determination they had to advocate for the patient.   

Some participants’ patterns of moral reasoning followed a 

Kantian duty ethics, other participants made appeals to 

nature to justify decisions or explain their moral position.  

In some incidences of moral reasoning, public discourse 

morality played a big part in influencing their moral 

position and the ethical work they engaged in. It is clear 

that some participants who were also nurses were caught 

between their obligation to institutional morality and their 

own embodied moral worlds. In these cases Jarrett Zigon’s  

theories3 will be useful.     

Several chapters regarding the findings of my data have 

been drafted along with three complete case studies. I’m 

confident that I have the data to explain my research  

questions including my final question, which is how the 

ethics of end of life decision making differs from other 

forms of ethical engagement.  

1
Russ, A. J., Shim, J. K., & Kaufman, S. R. (2007). Clinical 

life: Expectation and the double edge of medical promise. 
Health: An Interdisciplinary Journal for the Social Study of 
Health, Illness and Medicine, 11, 245-264.  
2Mattingly, C. (1998). In search of the good: Narrative 
reasoning in clinical practice. Medical Anthropology 
Quarterly, 12, 273-297.  
3Zigon, J. (2009). Within a range of possibilities: Morality, ethics and social life', 
Ethnos: Journal of Anthropology, 74, 251-276.  

In our April 2016 issue we featured a story by Kristine Van 

Dinther that described her PhD research. This is an update 

on her progress with some preliminary findings and  

observations. 

My data collection is complete and I have concluded  

preliminary analysis on all case studies. Some common 

themes arising from the data in response to clinical care 

include anger and disappointment at medical 

transgressions such as misdiagnosis, a lack of continuity of 

care between institutions and lack of adequate care within 

facilities. Some predominant values emerging through the 

narratives centre on patient autonomy, patient advocacy, 

quality of life and continuity of self. Hope, temporality and 

emotions are also central to the context of end of life care 

and decision making and thus affect the parameters of 

moral reasoning.   

My participants fell into three groups: those who made 

medical decisions; those who shared in decision making; 

and those who shared in end of life care in other ways.  

Five of my participants’ relatives died at home, the other 

five in a facility. All participants’ loved ones died of  

terminal cancer. There were also a few participants who 

have had a lot of exposure to death and dying and also to 

cancer which shows in their narrative and their moral  

reasoning. Prior experiences and tense shifts in the 

narrative and moral codas all contributed to the analysis 

and understanding of the experience of the phenomenon 

from the point of view of my participants.      

Early findings suggest that the provision of a terminal  

diagnosis does not always result in attempts to stall death 

on the part of the patient, family or the clinic. In line with 

Russ, Shim & Kaufman (2007)1, oncologists will offer 

invasive treatment options regardless of the age of the 

patient. However, contrary to another study by Mattingly 

qiziyi007 | pixabay.com/photo-1274238/ 

PhD research update: Moral reasoning, death & the clinic 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/1363459307074696
http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/1363459307074696
http://dx.doi.org/10.1525/maq.1998.12.3.273
http://dx.doi.org/10.1525/maq.1998.12.3.273
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/00141840902940492
https://www.jcu.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/258506/TCI_Newsletter_Apr2016.pdf
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Congratulations Roxanne! 

 

 

Kristine Van Dinther 
PhD student 

Roxanne Bainbridge |Fiona Hamilton Photography,   

courtesy The Lowitja Institute 

While attending The Lowitja Institute International 

Indigenous Conference on Health and Wellbeing in  

Melbourne 8–10 November 2016, Cairns Institute Adjunct 

Senior Research Fellow and Central Queensland University 

Associate Professor Roxanne Bainbridge was awarded the 

prestigious Lowitja Institute Emerging Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander Researcher Award.  

Roxanne’s achievements include 32 journal articles, two 

books in process, 12 reports for community and government 

since her PhD conferral in 2010. Roxanne has supported four 

Higher Degree Research (HDR) students to completion and 

currently supervises four HDR students.  

She has successfully secured five Australian Research Council 

(ARC) and National Health and Medical Research Council 

(NHMRC) category one grants; all of which she led/leads and 

manages budgets of over $1 million. Congratulations and 

well done Roxanne! 

The Conference statement can be viewed at 
www.lowitjaconf2016.org.au/statement/  

L to R: Craig Fitzgerald, Aspen Medical;  

Dr Lowitja O'Donoghue  AC CBE DSG; Roxanne Bainbridge 

James Henry Photography, courtesy the Lowitja Institute  

Standing L to R: Felecia Watkin-Lui; Cath Brown; Lynda Ah Mat  

Sitting L to R: Robyn Williams (CDU); Yvonne Cadet-James 

James Henry Photography, courtesy the Lowitja Institute  

http://lowitjaconf2016.org.au/awards/the-lowitja-institute-emerging-aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-researcher-award-2016/
http://lowitjaconf2016.org.au/awards/the-lowitja-institute-emerging-aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-researcher-award-2016/
http://www.lowitjaconf2016.org.au/statement/
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At right is a photo of 

the last standing tree 

in part of the 

floodplain north of 

the Fukushima plant. 

All contaminated soil 

over a vast area is 

being packaged in 

garbage bags for the 

next three years with 

no clear long term 

plan. Behind the tree 

is the 400km wall now 

being built to 

withstand a 1 in 1,000 

year event.  

Landcare tour of Japan 

Allan Dale was recently invited to tour Japan by Australian 

Landcare International (ALI) and Nanzan University in 

Nagoya. The tour aimed to explore the potential application 

of the self-reliance building concepts championed by  

Australian Landcare to several complex problems facing  

Japanese society, including disaster response, declining rural 

towns and the need for new forms of social service delivery.  

The tour, hosted by Nanking University, first explored the 

Fukushima nuclear exclusion zone, but then also examined 

community responses to both the earthquake and tsunami 

of March 2011. The problems facing declining rural towns 

and the increasing corporatisation in agriculture across Japan 

were also explored. The tour has resulted in a decision for 

Nanzan University and ALI to host an international academic  

conference on governance, Landcare and self-reliance  

concepts in Japan in 2018.  

Likeablerodent | Fukushima Station & Shinkansen Tracks at Twilight | 
flic.kr/p/9W3c6G 

At the invitation of the Tonga Minister of Finance and 

Government Statistician (Tonga Bureau of Statistics) Cairns 

Institute Adjunct Professor Wadan Narsey recently ran a 

workshop for Tongan statisticians and economists in Tonga, 

on the use of data from Household Income and Expenditure 

to conduct poverty analysis.  

He may be continuing this work towards producing 

analytical reports for the Tongan Government, focused on 

policy recommendations.   

It is also expected that Wadan will assist the Tonga Bureau 

of Statistics to conduct national workshops based on the 

reports, for all government, NGO, and private sector 

stakeholders, as well as the donor communities in Tonga.  

Statistics workshop in Tonga 
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The proliferation of mobile phone technology into even the 

most remote parts of rural Africa means that the dream of 

being able to offer new kinds of mobile services to rural  

communities has now become a reality. Statistics from the 

World Bank and other international bodies show a sharp rise 

in mobile phone subscription rates in the nations of East  

Africa since 2006 that are bewildering to consider. Subscriber 

rates in the nations of the East Africa Community (Kenya, 

Uganda, Tanzania, Burundi and Rwanda) exceed 45% as of 

2015 and are expected to reach 58% by 2020. This level of 

increasing ownership and subscription to mobile phone  

services has opened up channels for the rise of a new  

economic phenomenon in this space: Digital Financial 

Services (DFS) provided over the GSM mobile phone 

platform.  

Like the proliferation of micro-finance initiatives in the global 

south since the 1990s, DFS and its core service—mobile  

money, are heavily marketed in the region. The M-Pesa  

mobile money service in Kenya draws comparison 

to the Nobel peace prize-winning initiative, the Grameen 

Bank micro-finance project. Yet while micro-finance is not 

without its critics—it has a sporadic success rate in the many 

countries where its programs have been introduced—M-Pesa 

has, so far, been hailed by fanfare without critique. 

M-Pesa is touted as a mobile money success story. It is the 

product of a public-private partnership (PPP) between  

Vodafone and Kenyan mobile phone company, Safaricom.  A 

mobile money service that enables users to transfer money 

over their phones from one digital wallet to another using 

SMS messaging, M-Pesa has been so successful that it has 

changed the financial exchange landscape of Kenya—

transforming a predominantly cash-based economy into a 

digital transaction economy. Estimates demonstrate that M-

Pesa was used for $320m USD in financial transfers in 2015  

according to Safaricom. The success of M-Pesa has elevated 

Mobile money in development 

mobile money as a viable alternative to old-style banking. It 

has also opened up access to financial services to the  

previously unbanked. As such, this new technology is a highly 

regarded innovation.       

Digital Financial Services are touted as promising great  

potential to provide financial inclusion to a large percentage 

of the world’s poor, lifting them out of poverty and into the 

globalised economy. The concept has been energetically  

taken up by mobile phone providers around the region and 

in many developing nations with great anticipation of a  

technology-led economic transformation.  

My research looks at the socio-economic impact of this  

digital financial technology in order to ascertain whether the 

expectations of the technology meet reality. In measuring 

the impact of mobile money, I am seeking to assess whether 

it has an overall positive social and economic impact on its 

users. My project, therefore, seeks to test whether the  

hyperbole surrounding this technology can be substantiated 

in the experience of the rural poor who have adopted it. In 

order to understand this, I will be engaging in fieldwork in a 

rural district of western Uganda—Kasese—where no less 

than five mobile money providers are currently competing 

for market share amongst a population of 800k people. Due 

to its relative isolation, and its reliance on subsistence  

agriculture with limited influence from large metropolitan 

centres, Kasese is a rich site for research in this area. I will be 

engaging in a mixed methods approach to analysing the  

holistic impact of mobile money on people in this area,  

drawing together the relatively siloed fields of Managed 

Internet Service (MIS) technology adoption research, 

livelihoods studies, social network analysis, international 

development scholarship, and rural financial inclusion 

discourse.  

Jonathan Kuttainen 

PhD student 

Photo: Jonathan Kuttainen | Bwera, Kasese District, Western Uganda  

http://www.grameen.com/
http://www.grameen.com/
http://www.safaricom.co.ke/
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The train the trainer style of this workshop enabled the  

participants to explore the topics and discuss FWB on both a 

personal and organisational level. The opportunity to  

facilitate content also allowed participants to consolidate 

their learning and practice their facilitation skills in a 

supportive environment. At the end of the workshop, nine 

participants received certificates for completing FWB Stage 

One. The next workshop is planned for February 2017, where 

participants will not only have a further opportunity to 

experience the FWB program; the proposed strategies for 

embedding FWB in the Act for Kids practice framework will 

be further explored.  

In early November 2016, the JCU and Act for Kids 

participatory action research team completed Stage One of 

the Foundations in Counselling Family Wellbeing (FWB) 

workshop. This collaborative (JCU, Act for Kids and Centre 

of Research Excellence In Integrated Quality Improvement 

in Indigenous Primary Health Care (CRE-IQI)) is working 

towards developing, implementing and evaluating a FWB 

practice framework with a view to embedding FWB within 

their daily work practices. The FWB workshop provided 

everyone with an opportunity to experience the 

foundation stage of the FWB program while considering 

how the FWB principles can contribute to the 

development of a practice framework for Act for Kids.  

The group recognised that when adapting FWB for the Act 

for Kids setting, it is important to trial delivery methods to 

find the best way for different groups and facilitators,  

including using different media, such as videos and other 

materials. In addition, suggestions for embedding FWB in 

daily work practices included integration of FWB into 

regular team meetings, role modelling FBW practices and  

integrating FWB language into work practices. 

This initial workshop was a great opportunity for the  

research partners to work together to plan the future  

direction of the research, to identify short-term needs and 

to explore opportunities to seek support and resources to 

continue with the planning and development phases of 

this research. This research includes an explicit intention to 

understand how FWB can be implemented sustainably, 

which will inform future research that aims to implement 

FWB sustainably in different communities across a variety 

of service organisations and sectors. 

How to embed Family Wellbeing in a practice framework 

Professor Komla Tsey and Robyn  Moylan 

Kazuend | unsplash.com/@kazuend 

Komla Tsey & Robyn Moylan 

http://www.actforkids.com.au/
http://www.menzies.edu.au/page/Research/Centres_for_Research_Excellence/Integrated_Quality_Improvement/
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grandmother’s side in Goulburn NSW, nine family  

members went to WWI, four brothers, three brothers-in-

law and two cousins. They were described in The Sydney 

Mail in 1918 as “a fighting family” or the “fighting Sykes”2. 

Climate change: Researching renewable energy strategies 

and options, feeding into the broader context of climate 

change and stationary electricity production based around 

global sugar production and refining in Australia, China and 

Brazil. This research will be in conjunction with COFCO 

with whom I am an Australia board member in their Sugar 

Division. 

Concurrent scholarship activities include conference  

paper submission reviewer for the 2017 Academy of  

Management (AOM) conference in Atlanta, Georgia,  

journal reviewer for Common Ground Publishing, and book 

proposal reviewer for Routledge Publishing UK. 

1Lynch, P., Lees, R., & Kreis, K. 1987, Case study of co-operative program 

conducted between Weipa North State Secondary School, Cairns College 

of TAFE and Comalco Aluminium Limited (Mar). 

2A Fighting Family, 1918, The Sydney Mail, 11 September.  

Paul Lynch 

Adjunct Research Fellow 

Cairns Institute Adjunct Research Scholar Dr Paul Lynch’s 

working background is in energy, mining and agriculture 

(global sugar). Paul’s 2016–2018 research is thematically 

linked around business, labour force economics/youth 

development, social sciences and climate change 

addressed through the lens of renewable energy strategies 

relating to stationary electricity generation. These four 

areas broadly are: 

Business: (1) Shanghai based research with a consulting 

group introducing Requisite Organisation (RO) into  

mainstream Chinese multinational organisations. The  

ongoing theoretical evolution of the RO model is being  

undertaken with Emeritus Professor Douglas Kirsner from 

Deakin University. (2) Ongoing research via board  

membership and the 2017 international conference with 

the Global Organization Design Society, an international 

RO based, North American consulting group. 

Labour force economics: Journal article, conference paper 

and a 50th anniversary book in 2017 on the Comalco  

apprenticeship system. This was an outstanding award 

winning model that linked secondary schooling, TAFE and 

industry1. 

Social sciences: Discussing with staff at the University of 

New South Wales (UNSW) School of Humanities and Social 

Sciences (Military history) attached to the Australian  

Defence Force Academy (ADFA) in Canberra around  

options to undertake a Masters of Philosophy, or write a 

book on the societal/family impact side of WW1. On my 

Adjunct profile: Paul Lynch 

Paul Lynch | Canberra War Memorial | 2016 

AlessandroBomfim | Sugar cane | 2011 | flic.kr/p/aXtynV 

http://www.cofcoagri.com/en/
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page16892640
http://globalro.org/index.php
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Ensuring no-one is left behind. The Courtenay Lecture 2016 

 Mobility and migration 

 Organised irresponsibility and organised ignorance 

 Mass incarceration. 

The Courtenay Lecture Series was established in October 

1996 by a donation from the Cairns Trinity Junior Chamber. 

The annual lecture consists of a public presentation on a  

current issue by a prominent Australian or international  

person. Cairns Trinity Junior Chamber was a community  

services organisation with a strong focus on community  

development and it was intended that the series be a  

contribution to the ability of the Cairns community to  

participate with leading edge issues and people. The lecture 

has been named in honour of Professor Philip Courtenay, 

former Rector of JCU, Cairns Campus. Professor Linda  

Botterill, the daughter of Phillip Courtenay, attended the 

lecture to represent the family. Also in attendance were 

representatives from Cairns Social service sector. Following 

the presentation a lively discussion was held about issues 

raised during the presentation including the UN sustainability 

goals.  

The 2016 Courtenay Lecture was recorded and can be 
viewed online. 

To mark Anti-Poverty Week, Professor Stewart Lockie  

presented the 2016 Courtenay Lecture on 17 November on 

the topic of ‘Emerging issues for sustainable development in 

the Asia Pacific.’ The lecture was repeated on 21  

November at James Cook University’s Singapore campus. 

On 1 January 2016, the United Nations commenced  

implementation of its 2030 Agenda for Sustainable  

Development, committing member states to the universal 

abolition of hunger, poverty, violence and exploitation. Not 

surprisingly, concerns have been raised about the adequacy 

of goals embedded in the Agenda to address known  

sustainability challenges.  

Stewart’s presentation focused on unknown and/or  

embryonic sustainability issues. Specifically, how in the  

Northern Australian and the Asia-Pacific region do we  

identify and evaluate issues not currently on the sustainable 

development agenda? The issues discussed by Stewart  

included: 

 Global environmental change 

 Geopolitical tensions and transitions 

 Automation and the acceleration of labour productivity 

gains 

Photo: Daniela Vávrová | Fishing on Karawari 2 | East 

Sepik Province, Papua New Guinea | 2011   

https://flashstream1.jcu.edu.au/html/lockie-16-courtenay-lecture-oct17.html
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
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Award. After the film the audience enjoyed a relaxed and 

revealing Q&A with members of the Collective including 

director, Elizabeth A Povinelli, Franz Boas Professor of 

Anthropology, Columbia University. 

The second film of this creative/community trilogy  

featured the lovely and moving feature film Tanna (2015, 

104 mins), the first film shot entirely in Vanuatu. As the 

promotional material describes, it is “breathtaking in scope 

and naturalism, the film was developed and performed by 

the people of Yakel, based on a true story. This ‘Romeo 

and Juliet’ tale of forbidden love and adventure captures 

youthful romance and the formidable pressures of tribal 

life”. The film won the audience award for best feature 

film at the 72nd annual Venice Film Festival.  

In October 2016, Townsville based filmmaker and JCU staff  

member in creative media, Martin Potter, shared the film 

Motorkite Dreaming (2016, 90 mins), a story of two 

couples who get off the couch and undertake the 

adventure of their lifetime. Director, Charlie Hill-Smith, 

who travelled to Cairns for the screening, describes the 

film as “a rollicking cross-cultural adventure, that accesses 

rarely seen Australia, by way of ludicrous flying machines. 

(Continued on page 13) 

ALTAR’s film program for the second half of the year 

highlighted creativity and community engagement in 

recent Australian cinema. With the continuing support of 

The Cairns Institute, we hosted filmmakers for several very 

engaging Q&A sessions, including a screening in 

collaboration with Tanks Art Centre, End Credits and JCU’s 

Martin Potter. 

In August we were fortunate to welcome members of the 

grassroots Indigenous based media group, the Karrabing 

Film Collective to show The Intervention Trilogy. These 

three short films—When the Dogs Talked (2014), 

Windjarrameru, The Stealing C*nt$ (2015) and Wutharr, 

Saltwater Dreams (2016)—were conceived, performed, 

and by the third film, shot by the Collective. Each film 

draws on actual events even as it plays with the line 

between fiction and nonfiction in order to convey the 

everyday truths of contemporary Indigenous life in and 

around Darwin. Karrabing films have been shown 

nationally and internationally, and have received the 

Cinema Nova Best Fiction Short Film prize at the 2015 

Melbourne International Film Festival and the 2015 Visible 

ALTAR film screenings 

Q&A after a screening 
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In many ways it’s a Trojan horse narrative; a story that 

smells like an adventure, but one that takes audiences to 

places where they might open their eyes to a culture of 

mind-boggling complexity, beauty and humour.” 

Presented by End Credits Film Club, Tanks Arts Centre and 

Tanks Round Cinema and Cairns Regional Council, The 

Cairns Institute sponsored Q&A after the screening with 

the key members of the film crew, including Aboriginal  

musician Carroll Karpany, who appears in the film and did 

much of the music for its soundtrack.  

And what to expect in 2017?  

It has been argued that the holocene no longer accurately 

depicts the geological epoch we inhabit. Instead, it is 

claimed, our current era should be called the 

anthropocene: a new epoch that marks the unprecedented 

impact of human activity on the Earth’s geology and 

ecosystems. The recognition of humans as a force of 

nature compels contemporary projects in social as well as 

natural sciences. With six films in 2017 focusing on the 

relationships between humans and non-humans, 

(Continued from page 12) 

ALTAR film screenings cont.  

Caption 

environmental contamination and survival, indigenous 

knowledges and scientific agendas, ALTAR wish to critically 

engage and expand on ideas relating to the anthropocene. 

Over the course of the year we will invite expert speakers to 

provide some insight into the themes before the screenings, 

as well as welcoming some of the filmmakers to join us for 

discussion. 

The films will be chosen shortly then listed on our Events 

web page, but in the interim see Anthropocene: 

www.anthropocene.info  

http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/upcoming-events/
http://www.anthropocene.info
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The event received a great response, with well over 100  

people turning out for a night of captivating film and  

discussion. As a result of this success, there has been  

further discussion of turning it into an annual event, in 

partnership with Red Cross Australia and the local Cairns 

IHL Interest Group. Lyndal Scobel, coordinator of the local 

IHL Interest Group invites anyone interested in the area of 

IHL to the group’s next meeting. They meet 4–6 times per 

year, to discuss topical issues in the area of IHL, as well as 

promote awareness of current work in the field of IHL.  

On the 22 September 2016 The Cairns Institute hosted a 

movie night in conjunction with Red Cross Australia and 

the local Cairns International Humanitarian Law (IHL)  

Interest Group. The free event included an advanced 

screening of Peter Anthony’s film, The man who saved the 

world, a film that is yet to be released in Australia. Based 

on true events, the film tells the story of Colonel Stanislav 

Petrov, a man who, effectively, single-handedly saved the 

world from a full-scale nuclear war in 1983. Gripping from 

beginning to end, the film highlights just how close the 

world came to a nuclear apocalypse.  

The screening was preceded by an introduction from 

Fauve Kurnadi, a legal adviser for Red Cross Australia and 

organiser of the event. In her talk, Fauve spoke of the  

importance of the film and how, to this day, we continue 

to face the same threats as Stanislav Petrov did, over thirty 

years ago.  

Red Cross movie night: The man who saved the world 

Caption Stephen Groeneveld | Red Cross | flic.kt/p/3L6QDz 

mailto:Lyndal.scobell@bigpond.com


  Page 15 

and sedentary contemporary lifestyles. Walking allows 

both the feet and mind to wander, revealing deeper 

understandings of self and place.  

The FNQ landscape provides abundant opportunities to 

engage with the natural terrain. For instance, a four-day 

hike on Hinchinbrook Island was an important walk for  

Jacqueline’s research. This experience allowed for  

uninterrupted interaction with the epic island landscape, 

which was heightened by the lack of phone and internet 

reception. Pack weight pronounced each step as the  

diverse terrain was moved through. This research trip  

resulted in four large-scale paintings, one to represent 

each day of the sustained walk and the canvas size to  

emphasise how small the artist felt in comparison to the 

terrain. The resulting painting process reimagines the 

physical undulations felt during the pedestrian movement 

and aims to capture an embodied experience of the  

environment rather than a fixed vantage point view or a 

typical ‘postcard’ depiction of the landscape. 

The Hinchinbrook paintings will be exhibited as part of 

Jacqueline’s final PhD exhibition. The exhibition, Wayfaring 

in Far North Queensland, is to be held at KickArts  

Contemporary Arts in Cairns from 25 March – 22 April 

2017. All are welcome to attend this public exhibition. 

Jacqueline’s supervisors are Associate Professor Robyn 

Glade-Wright (College of Arts, Society & Education), the 

Institute’s Associate Professor Jennifer Deger and Dr 

Eduardo de la Fuente (College of Arts, Society & 

Education). 

 

 

 

Jacqueline Scotcher 
PhD student 

Jacqueline Scotcher is an artist-researcher whose long-

term practice explores themes of landscape, place and 

identity. The local tropical environment has become the 

focus of her creative practice since relocating from NSW to 

Cairns in 2011. The initial move to the region prompted a 

sense of dislocation from the environment due to the 

unfamiliar humidity, dual-seasonal climate, terrain and 

dangerous creatures. However, over time and through 

creative practice, Jacqueline has come to understand the 

landscape and form personal connections to place. 

Jacqueline’s current practice-led research investigates the 

natural Far North Queensland (FNQ) landscape through 

methods of walking and painting. The slow pace of walking 

affords contemplative direct experience with nature; the 

physical and imaginative wanderings are then 

reinterpreted in the painting studio. This immersive 

process highlights the significance of direct contact with 

nature, which is often reduced in increasingly screen-based 

PhD profile: Jacqueline Scotcher 

Jacqueline Scotcher | Wayfaring I | 2015 | synthetic polymers on canvas |  

130 x 140cm 

Jacqueline Scotcher | Hinchinbrook Walk No.3 | 2016 | 

synthetic polymers on canvas, 110 x 120cm 
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These cycles are expected to intensify under climate 

change, and temperatures are likely to soar. At the start of 

the 20th century, Camooweal experienced an average of 

20 days a year when the temperature rose above 40°C. 

One hundred years later, that figure has doubled. By 2030, 

it is expected that temperatures over 40°C will be 

experienced on about 80 days a year. Large areas of the 

low-lying Gulf Plains will be affected by rising sea-levels, 

and either permanently lost under water or salt-affected 

during storms. 

In recognition of these challenges, in 2014, the Australian 

Department of Environment funded Natural Resource  

Management (NRM) groups to undertake climate change 

planning. Southern Gulf NRM, the organisation that  

facilitates NRM across 195,000 km2 of north-west  

Queensland, used this opportunity to reassess the  

conditions of the natural, cultural and social resource base, 

and identify opportunities to enter the carbon economy. 

They asked The Cairns Institute’s Gabriel Crowley to  

synthesise what climate change means for NRM in the 

Southern Gulf region, and how Southern Gulf NRM’s 

efforts to enhance NRM capacity in the region can be best 

directed to help landholders address these challenges. The 

results of Gabriel’s work were a report on climate change 

in the Southern Gulf region, and a new NRM plan. 

Climate change will affect NRM in the Southern Gulf 

through its impacts on water availability, biodiversity, 

production capacity and human health. Heat stress will 

make  environments unsuitable for a range of native 

species and also make working outdoors for extended 

periods unsafe. Pastoral producers will need to minimise 

(Continued on page 17) 

Managing natural resources in the Southern Gulf region of 

north-west Queensland has challenges that are shared by 

many regional and remote areas. The natural resource 

base is rich in biodiversity that needs protection, the  

economic resource-base is limited—largely based on  

pastoral management—the large properties are managed 

by a small workforce. However, a growing Indigenous  

ranger program is reinvigorating cultural and natural 

resource management in the region. The Southern Gulf 

also experiences a climate that cycles between long, 

intense droughts and torrential rains that can inundate 

vast areas for weeks at a time.  

Southern Gulf NRM plan 

sandid | pixabay.com/photo-1164144/ 

http://www.southerngulf.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/172046-SGCNRM-Climate-Change-Report-FINAL.pdf
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Seedling | kuntal |morguefile.com/p/54658 

animal stress and adapt to increased fluctuations in water 

availability and pasture condition. These challenges have 

serious implications for livelihoods as well as for 

environmental management. But there are also 

opportunities. Methods are now available to improve the 

efficiency of pastoral operations in the Southern Gulf as a 

means of increasing beef production while gaining income 

from carbon emissions reduction. Other emerging 

opportunities include the biodiversity offset arrangements 

requiring miners and other developers to invest in 

conservation management.  

The NRM plan consolidates Southern Gulf NRM’s efforts to 

facilitate ongoing improvement in regional NRM into four 

strategies: Building strong NRM communities; Growing  

regional prosperity; Securing landscape resilience; and  

Sustaining our natural environment. Underpinning these 

strategies is the belief that good environmental 

management can only be achieved through ensuring the 

health and well-being of the NRM community. Southern Gulf 

NRM has already begun implementing this plan, through 

activities such as building strong partnerships with the 

Carpentarian Land Council Aboriginal Corporation to secure 

the future of vast wetlands along of Gulf of Carpentaria; 

working with pastoralists to improve herd and weed 

management to increase profitability and restore land  

condition; and collaborating with landholders and the 

mining industry to secure pastoral and biodiversity assets 

through fore management. These and other activities make  

Southern Gulf NRM a key player in building climate change 

resilience in north-west Queensland. 

(Continued from page 16) 

Southern Gulf NRM plan cont.  

http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/southern-gulf-nrm-plan/
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Cairns Institute Director Professor Stewart Lockie said Mr 

Lovave’s visit provided an opportunity to discuss possible 

collaboration between The Cairns Institute, the Australian 

Tropical Herbarium, and PNG research organisations  

including the Forest Research Institute.  

Mr Lovave was hosted at JCU’s Cairns Campus for two days 

to undertake research exchange on botanical knowledge 

and plant identification.  

“The experience has enhanced the motivation and capacity 

within our communities to deliver innovative research, and 

exchange knowledge in a way that benefits tropical 

regions,” Australian Tropical Herbarium Director, Professor 

Darren Crayn, said. 

PNG has a rich and unique flora and the National Botanic 

Gardens (Lae) serves as an important role as the centre for 

botanical research, plant conservation and education. The 

Gardens have been developed over the years in parallel 

with the National Herbarium (Lae) which houses the best 

reference collections (over 300,000 specimens) of the  

nation’s rich flora. The two entities provide the scientific 

basis for the understanding and appreciation of plants as 

our natural heritage. 

Exploring Growth in Tropical Botanical Gardens’ exchange 

program,  built on JCU’s State of the Tropic Agenda, Cairns 

Regional Council’s Sister Cities agreement and PNG’s  

National Botanic Gardens (Lae) Advancement Program.  

For more information about the Lae Botanic Gardens visit: 

www.laebotanicgardens.com  

The curator of the Lae National Botanic Gardens, Mr  

Michael Lovave, recently completed a two week study tour 

in Cairns.  

The visit, part of the ‘Exploring Growth in Tropical  

Botanical Gardens’ exchange program,  was hosted by 

Cairns Regional Council, Friends of the Cairns and Lae  

Botanic Gardens, James Cook University and Papua New 

Guinea’s Forest Research Institute. 

During his stay, Mr Lovave presented an overview of the 

Lae National Botanic Gardens Advancement Program at 

the Cairns Botanic Gardens Visitor Centre, the Australian 

Tropical Herbarium and the Australian Institute of  

Horticulture’s International Symposium. As a result of the 

program, more than 24 public and private sector  

organisations contributed approximately 750,000 kina of  

in-kind support toward the regeneration of the botanic 

gardens in Lae.  

“I am very excited to be a part of this program. Its delivery 

will be extremely beneficial to our regions while improving 

the reputation and status of our gardens in Lae,” Mr  

Lovave said. 

While in Cairns, Mr Lovave discussed a range of best-

practice methods with Cairns Botanic Gardens staff to  

incorporate into the management of the Lae gardens. 

“We’re pleased to be able to offer assistance to our  

nearest Sister City as they redevelop and grow their  

gardens for the enjoyment of residents and visitors,” 

Cairns Mayor Bob Manning said. 

Cities help botanic gardens to flourish in the tropics 

David Hudson 

L-R: David Warmington, Curator, Cairns Botanic Gardens; 

Michael Lovave, Curator, Lae Botanic Gardens, Professor 

Darren Crayn, Director, ATH  

Saraca declinata Miq. | Lae Botanic Gardens| laebotanicgardens.com/gallery/   

http://www.laebotanicgardens.com
http://laebotanicgardens.com/welcome-to-lae-gardens/forest-research-institute/
https://www.ath.org.au/
https://www.ath.org.au/
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On 30 September 2016 The Cairns Institute hosted its third 

annual TEDxJCUCairns event. In total, the 44 talks that 

have been produced between 2014 and 2016 by 

TEDxJCUCairns have received 266,492 views, and this 

number continues to climb.  

This year’s theme was Resilience; a concept that is not  

unfamiliar to people living in the tropics. Natural disasters, 

such as cyclones, are a constant threat for tropical  

societies. When these events do occur, it is up to  

communities to bounce back, repair, re-build and grow 

from these experiences.  

The 2016 event involved fourteen speakers from a variety 

of disciplines, each with their own captivating story to tell, 

including: remote and rural doctor, Bill Liley, JCU PhD 

student, Judith Herrmann, ecologist, Tobin Northfield, 

Indigenous attorney, Terri Janke, Chairperson of The 

Power of Pallets, Kate Fern, local musician, Jeremiah 

Johnson, Japanese Drum Taiko Percussion team, Drum ∞, 

Australia’s only formally trained Indigenous ethnobotanist, 

Gerry Turpin, Advance Queensland Mid-Career Research 

Fellow in the Australian Institute of Tropical Health and 

Medicine at JCU, Paul Giacomin, local artist, designer and 

curator, Grace Lillian Lee, Deputy Vice Chancellor for 

Tropical Environments and Societies at JCU, Iain Gordon, 

world number 3 downhill mountain bike rider, Tracey 

Hannah, two of the key songwriters for the Soldiers Wife 

Project, Roz Pappalardo and Deb Suckling, and Director of 

the Australian Research Council (ARC) Centre of Excellence 

for Coral Reef Studies, Terry Hughes. A huge thank you to 

each of these presenters for their hard work and sharing 

their personal and professional stories with us. All talks can 

now be viewed online. 

The day’s events were led by four, fantastic MCs, who  

donated their time in support of the event. Professor 

Stewart Lockie, Director of The Cairns Institute and a  

TEDxJCUCairns 2016 

previous TEDx speaker, opened the day. Professor Lockie 

was followed by Kier Shorey, Breakfast Radio Host for ABC 

Far North, who made his third annual appearance as an 

MC. Kier was also joined on stage by a previous TEDx 

speaker, Charlie Cooper, who presented a talk at the first 

TEDxJCUCairns in 2014. Since his talk, Charlie’s “Buddy 

Bench” idea has become a hit at schools, both nationally 

and across the globe. This year Charlie returned to TEDx 

with his mum, Carly, to talk about his Buddy Bench and 

newfound popularity. Kimberly Vlasic, journalist for The 

Cairns Post, returned for the second year as an MC, taking 

charge of the third session. Finally, the day was wrapped 

up by Destiny Prophet, local drag queen with a wealth of 

experience in hosting events. Her commentary provided an 

uplifting and hilarious end to an eventful day. Many thanks 

have to be extended to these four MCs for their time and 

effort spent in support of TEDx.  

Refreshment came by way of Stratford Deli’s delicious 

catering, which kept presenters and guests going 

throughout the course of the day. Morning tea was  

accompanied by a selection of delicious yoghurts and 

cheeses, courtesy of Mungalli Creek. They also provided 

(Continued on page 20) 

L-R: Charlie Cooper, Carly Cooper, Kier Shorey  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uof98YdxVCw&list=PLsRNoUx8w3rMz3FtcXoeQDhylP5jcfBlB
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Of course, TEDxJCUCairns would not be possible without 

the tireless efforts of the organising committee, mentors 

and volunteer team who contributed countless hours in 

order to make this event possible. Jennifer McHugh, 

Events Manager for The Cairns Institute, once again took 

up her role as licensee and organiser for the day. She was 

joined again by Russell Milledge, Technical Director for the 

event. Without these two dedicated professionals, 

TEDxJCUCairns would not be what it is. They were assisted 

by an eager team of JCU creative media students, whose  

participation in the event not only gave them real-world 

experience, but also accounted towards part of their  

studies. A special thanks also has to be given to David 

Burston and Stewart Jensen from Toastmasters, who  

volunteered countless hours to assist in preparing 

speakers for their talks.  

For more information on our speakers and to watch their 

full talks you can visit tinyurl.com/j3w7uzq  

milk for tea and coffee, and cream that was paired  

beautifully with Stratford’s scones and jam from Anglicare. 

At lunch, we were joined by Lucy Graham from TropEco 

and their smoothie bike that encouraged guests to pedal 

for their smoothies. This display not only provided guests 

with some fun and great smoothies, but also educated 

them on JCU’s sustainability efforts.  

In between the inspiring speakers and delightful food, 

guests were encouraged to visit a number of stalls set up 

by local community groups and various sponsors. One such 

stall was Ergon Energy, a first-time sponsor of 

TEDxJCUCairns. Their solar powered car and virtual reality 

goggles really drew the crowd’s interest. On behalf of The 

Cairns Institute and TEDx we would like to thank Ergon for 

their sponsorship of this event. This year we were also 

joined by the Torres Strait Regional Authority Land and Sea 

Management Unit (TSRA LSMU) who displayed the various 

land and sea management strategies they are currently 

working on for the Torres Strait and we would like to  

extend our thanks to them for participating in this year’s 

TEDx. For the first time, but hopefully not the last, 

everyone who attended was given the opportunity to 

stretch their bodies after stretching their minds listening to 

all the ‘ideas worth spreading.’ Rachel from YogaHub 

offered a free 10 minute yoga sessions which proved so 

popular that she had to run a second session to fit 

everyone in. Finally, in addition to supplying jam for 

morning tea, Anglicare also held a stall to promote the 

work they do in Far North Queensland. Anglicare has been 

a constant at TEDx for the past three years and we would 

like to thank them for their continued involvement in this 

event.  

(Continued from page 19) 

TEDxJCUCairns 2016 cont. 

David Hudson 

“Well curated and equally well prepared group of speakers 

makes for an engaging, thought provoking and inspiring 

event. I can genuinely say I learned something at 

TEDxJCUCairns. I didn't just come away with some new facts 

and a good feeling. I really learned a thing or two.” 

Attendee feedback 

http://tinyurl.com/j3w7uzq
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I believe that the collaborative process used in the 

development of the Plan provides an excellent opportunity 

to keep the Plan’s strong vision alive; enabling it to service 

this dynamic and diverse State.  

For further information about the role of the Council, see: 

www.queenslandplan.qld.gov.au/ 

delivering-the-plan/ambassadors.aspx 

Allan Dale 
Professor of Tropical Regional Development 

The Cairns Institute 

I am very pleased and proud to have been given the 

opportunity of assisting the State and the Premier with the 

business of further developing and implementing the long 

term vision for Queensland as a member of the QLD Plan 

Ambassador Council. I was heavily involved in the 

development of the Plan, and it sets a great bipartisan 

framework for genuine progress in Queensland.  

As a Far North Queenslander, I am pleased to be able to 

bring another northern voice to the Council. Having 

worked across the government, community and industry  

sectors and in the regional development, human services 

and natural resource fields, I think I can bring a broad 

perspective to the Council table. The role of the Council is 

both to provide a vehicle for community feedback into the 

further development and implementation of the plan, as 

well as communicating the purpose of the plan.  

Allan Dale appointed to Premier’s Qld Plan Ambassador Council 

David Hudson 

DrOjOhn | North Johnstone River Shawn Road bridge | flic.kr/p/5WovAZ   

Biological farming workshops 

The Cairns Institute was pleased to host two post 

conference workshops for the National Biological Farming 

Conference ‘Pay Dirt’ on 31 October 2016. The post 

conference event included workshops by Gabe Brown—

Putting the profitability back into farming and ranching—

and Dave Hardwick—Introduction to soil psychology: 

dealing with your soil’s “issues’’. 

Gabe Brown, a regenerative farmer from North Dakota, is 

a pioneer of the current soil health movement that 

focuses on regenerating our resources. His diversified 

5,000 acre farm and ranch focuses on farming and 

ranching in nature’s image with holistic integration of his 

grazing and no-till cropping system. “[Our] strategies have 

allowed the health of the natural resources to benefit … 

increased production, profit and a higher quality of life for 

us ...” 

Dave Hardwick is an agro-ecologist and educator with an 

extensive background in helping farmers and farmer groups 

(such as Landcare) to develop objective soil assessment tools 

to match their production goals.  

The conference was held at the Cairns Convention Centre  

28–30 October 2016. It focused on enhancing soil 

biodiversity for improved productivity and profit and long 

term environmental and farm sustainability.  

http://www.queenslandplan.qld.gov.au/delivering-the-plan/ambassadors.aspx
http://www.queenslandplan.qld.gov.au/delivering-the-plan/ambassadors.aspx
http://www.nationalbiologicalfarmingconference.org.au/welcome.html
http://www.nationalbiologicalfarmingconference.org.au/welcome.html
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training and development for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander researchers. The recent event held on 6-9  

December 2016 represents the second cohort to  

undertake the leadership workshop, the outcomes of 

which will contribute directly to the overall project on 

Measuring Indigenous Research Benefit. 

We were very fortunate to be joined on the first day by 

Professor Martin Nakata, Pro Vice-Chancellor of  

Indigenous Education and Engagement, Australian  

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Centre (JCU) who 

shared his leadership story with the group, emphasising 

the need for solution driven approaches to challenges. The 

closing plenary engagement  involving Professor Stewart 

Lockie (Director, Cairns Institute); Professor Yvonne Cadet-

James (Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Centre); Mr 

Gerry Turpin (Australian Tropical Herbarium); and Dr 

Felecia Watkin Lui (Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

Centre), provided the participants with exemplars on  

leadership decision making; models for resolving conflict 

and community engagement. Once again, our research 

team was able to draw on the expertise of Mr Eddie  

Watkin (author of LeadershipFIT for everyday living); as 

well as project officer, Ms Lynda Ah Mat (Certificate IV in  

Indigenous Leadership), to facilitate and guide participants’ 

learning and development. With one year left before the 

completion of the ARC project, 2017 represents an  

opportunity for follow-up across the two cohorts to track 

the exciting development and strengthening of  

participants’ leadership capacities. 

1Laycock, A. with Walker, D., Harrison, N. & Brands, J. (2009). Supporting 

Indigenous researchers: A practical guide for supervisors. Darwin:  

Cooperative Research Centre for Aboriginal Health.  

Indigenous leadership workshop 

Senator Patrick Dodson once noted that “Leadership is an 

elusive concept, hard to describe and impossible to  

prescribe. It is more evident in its absence, so that when 

leadership is needed, its lack is sorely felt.” This concept of 

leadership was tested at a recent workshop involving  

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Masters and PhD  

students; early career researchers and local community  

participants at The Cairns Institute. The workshop,  

conducted under the auspices of the Australian Research 

Council (ARC) Indigenous Discovery project “Measuring  

Indigenous Research Benefit”, aims included to: 1) develop 

participants’ strengths and capabilities as a leader to enact 

sustainable change; 2) examine different models and 

frameworks of effective leadership; 3) explore strategies to 

help participants inspire, motivate and strengthen 

relationships; and 4) enhance skills and knowledge of current 

leadership practices through practical application and 

analysis of real life case studies. Over four days, the 

participants were engaged in dynamic and challenging role 

play, group and individual presentations and case study 

analysis. 

Building the capacity of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

people, communities and organisations to do research, and 

use the research for practical positive change means being 

serious about building quality training and offering real  

support for Indigenous researchers who can help lead this 

change1. As part of our ARC project, we are investigating 

ways to develop the leadership capacity of Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander researchers and specifically address: 1) 

what leadership in research means and how it contributes to 

maximising research benefit for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander people; 2) the importance of building Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander researchers’ leadership capacity; 3) the 

key components of leadership for Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander researchers; and 4) the benefit of leadership 

Indigenous participants, facilitator & guest leaders at Leadership Workshop 

https://www.lowitja.org.au/lowitja-publishing/C023
https://www.lowitja.org.au/lowitja-publishing/C023
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Canadian, Mayan and others. The event was held in  

solidarity for the many water protectors campaigning 

around the world at the moment, particularly the struggle 

at Standing Rock in the neighbouring Turtle Island  

community.  

See jennyfraser.blogspot.com.au/2016/11/honouring-

water-in-vancouver_7.html for more details. 

Dying of Thirst was an Indigenous screen gathering put 

together by artist/curators Jenny Fraser, Cairns Institute 

Adjunct Research Fellow, and Tannis Nielsen (Canada) to 

showcase and honour tribal lands and waterways in  

Vancouver on 27 October 2016. It featured a range of  

performances and moving image works from Australia, 

Canada and Mexico representing various artforms and 

cultural backgrounds including Aboriginal, Native  

Honouring Water in Vancouver 

Photo: Jennifer Deger 

Rick Danielson | Standing Rock 4 |flic.kr/p/N2c4iS 

http://jennyfraser.blogspot.com.au/2016/11/honouring-water-in-vancouver_7.html
http://jennyfraser.blogspot.com.au/2016/11/honouring-water-in-vancouver_7.html
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Community groups and academics sharing ideas at The Cairns Institute 

Community activists and organisations are invited to take 

part in a series of public roundtable discussions on topics 

currently being investigated by College of Arts, Society & 

Education (CASE) staff and post-graduate students.  

Hosted by The Cairns Institute, this new series of community 

roundtables, will share ideas and help put into practice 

existing CASE research.  

Run by the College of Arts, Society & Education at The Cairns 

Institute and Townsville CBD campus, the roundtables are a 

chance for researchers and community activists to share 

ideas on life in regional Queensland.   

Recent publications from CASE staff range from Australian 

cinema and Queensland, disaster management, migration, 

and skills for tackling youth unemployment, Australia’s 

nuclear history, HIV, gender, digital cultures, indigenous 

knowledge and environmental education.  

The monthly roundtables will see a panel of community 

experts discuss issues relevant to life in north Queensland 

and our pacific neighbours. The first roundtable on Disasters 

and Social Resilience will see local SES, emergency 

management organisations, city council disaster 

management and planning departments, coastal 

management, and scientists from both the community and 

JCU coming together in finding ways to help the wider 

community.  

Convener, Dr Maxine Newlands, says: “Academics are often 

accused of living in an ivory tower, and the roundtables aim 

to share valuable knowledge held with those inside and 

outside of the university”. 

The seminars will be a space to share ideas, research 

opportunities and develop networks with the local 

community. CASE academics will chair the public talks based 

on recent book publications with related local community 

members and the audience. 

Held once a month from March to July, the roundtables will 

link with The Cairns Institute themes of Social Justice & 

Community Wellbeing, Education & Capacity Building and 

Tropical Planning, Resource Development & Design.  

Local schools, community groups, colleges, businesses and 

industry are invited to contact Maxine if they wish to take 

part in roundtable discussions starting in March this year.  

The events are free, but we’ll ask the audience to register for 

catering purposes only. Registration will open in February. 

Associate Professor and College of Arts, Society & Education, 

Associate Dean of Research, Glenn Dawes, says: “There’s lots 

of research happening in the college, and in the last few 

years our academics have produced some excellent books 

and community tool kits. The roundtables are good way to 

share the research, but also to learn from the wider 

community”.  

For further information, please contact Maxine Newlands on 

+61 7 4781 5006 or maxine.newlands@jcu.edu.au 

http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/themes/
mailto:maxine.newlands@jcu.edu.au
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been focused on the impact of its research both globally 

on the field of sustainability education and locally (and 

regionally) on communities, particularly Indigenous, of 

northern Australia. The latter work has been led by 

Professor Komla Tsey who is Deputy Director of cRISE. 

Particular attention has been given to participatory 

research methodologies and approaches to learning that 

engage individuals and communities in becoming active 

and informed participants in contributing to a more 

ecologically, socially and culturally sustainable and just 

society. 

Bob’s international reputation is reflected in his service on 

the editorial boards of all five of the major English 

language journals in environmental education around the 

world; being lead editor of the first International 

Handbook of Research on Environmental Education 

published for the American Educational Research 

Association by Routledge; and receiving the North 

American Association for Environmental Education 2010 

Award for Outstanding Contributions in Research in 

(Continued on page 26) 

On Thursday 8 December 2016 The Cairns Institute and the 

College of Arts, Society and Education (CASE) farewelled 

Professor Bob Stevenson who retired at the end of 2016. 

Professor Bob Stevenson joined The Cairns Institute in 

2010 as a Tropical Research Leader for Education for 

Environmental Sustainability after an academic career 

based in the USA. Bob served as Head/Chair of the 

Department of Educational Leadership and Policy and Co-

Director of the Graduate School of Education’s 

Collaborative Research Network at the University at 

Buffalo, New York. Prior to that, he taught high school 

mathematics and then became a K-12 curriculum and 

professional development specialist in environmental 

education in Education Queensland. 

Since late 2011 Bob has been Director of the Centre for 

Research and Innovation in Sustainability Education (cRISE) 

at JCU. The aim of cRISE is to research the processes and 

outcomes of engaging students, teachers, teacher 

educators, and community members in critically examining 

and making informed decisions on issues of environmental 

and socio-cultural sustainability in communities of the 

tropics. Under Bob’s leadership, the Centre’s concern has 

Bob Stevenson retiring 

Bob cutting his retirement cake Nola Alloway thanking Bob for his contribution to JCU 

https://research.jcu.edu.au/crise
https://research.jcu.edu.au/crise
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JCU, particularly through Professor Sue McGinty (then 

Acting Director of The Cairns Institute) and Professor Nola 

Alloway (Dean of  the College of Arts, Society and 

Education) supporting his return to work and 

accommodating his new needs. Bob also really appreciated 

the outstanding scholars in JCU’s Education academic 

groups (within CASE) with whom he worked on various 

research projects and publications declaring that they 

were the best group of colleagues he had the privilege of 

collaborating with in his career. 

During his time at JCU Bob has also been instrumental in 

bringing in changes to the JCU PhD scholarship criteria to 

include not just the traditional measures of publication 

outputs and undergraduate grade point averages, but to 

alternatively allow evidence of professional experience 

accomplishments relevant to research on problems of 

practice such as critical thinking and writing. Hopefully 

these criteria will result  in more scholarships for older 

graduate applicants for professional schools, such as 

education, law, nursing and social work. 

Happily, we will still see Bob in the first half of 2017 as he 

continues his association with James Cook University as an 

Adjunct Professor of The Cairns Institute. In the second 

half of 2017 Bob will be moving down to Brisbane to join 

his daughter and her family. From Brisbane, Bob and his 

wife Cheryl will take on the new challenge of renovating 

their retirement home in Byron Bay. 

We wish Bob a very happy retirement and we thank him 

for his contribution to JCU and The Cairns Institute. 

Environmental Education. Bob was also delighted to 

recently receive JCU’s TropEco 2016 staff award for 

excellence for his contributions to sustainability. He is 

currently the Editor-in-Chief of the The Journal of 

Environmental Education (the oldest journal in the field), 

with Bob’s recently completed PhD candidates, Jen 

Nicholls, Managing Editor, and Ellen Field and Fiona 

Mwaniki past Editorial Assistants. The journal has moved in 

the last two years into the Q1 or top quartile in Scimago 

rankings  of education research and environmental science 

miscellaneous journals.  

In his role as Tropical Research Leader for Education for 

Environmental Sustainability Bob drew on his high school 

teaching experience, curriculum and professional 

development work in environmental education in 

Education Queensland, and extensive academic 

scholarship on the relationships among theory, policy and 

practice in environmental/sustainability education and its 

history and marginalised status as an educational reform in 

K-12 schools.  

Unfortunately, shortly after the awarding of the new 

centre Bob was involved in a serious accident which 

necessitated almost 18 months medical leave and a return 

to work on a half-time basis. He regrets that this situation 

limited the activities of cRISE and his role as Tropical 

Leader over the past five years, but greatly appreciated 

(Continued from page 25) 

Bob Stevenson retiring cont. 

L-R: Jen Nicholls, Bob Stevenson, Ellen Field 

http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/journals/journal-of-environmental-education/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/journals/journal-of-environmental-education/
https://blog.scopus.com/posts/journal-metrics-in-scopus-scimago-journal-rank-sjr
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Details for these events can be found at: www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/upcoming-events/ 

Event Date & location 
Big data and smart cities: Nostradamus of 21st Century  

Seminar by Professor Bela Stantic, Institute of Integrated and Intelligent Systems, 

Griffith University 

1 February 2017 

The Cairns Institute, Smithfield 

D3.054 | 3:00-4:00pm 

Celebrating 25 years since Mabo June 2017 (TBC) 

The inaugural Australasian Mental Health and Higher Education Conference: Issues, 

Challenges and Ways Forward 

Details at jcu.edu.au/iamhhec  

Abstracts can be submitted via email by 10 March 2017 to iamhecc@jcu.edu.au  

30 June–1 July 2017 

JCU, Townsville 

TEDxJCU Cairns 2017 7 September 2017 (TBC) 

Creating Futures 2017 Conference (CF17) 

In 2017 the Creating Futures Conference will be held in Suva, Fiji, with the support of 

the Fijian Department of Health. Volunteers from Australia and the Pacific will travel to 

Suva to conduct workshops in collaboration with colleagues from the Pacific.   

For more information, please contact Jennifer McHugh creatingfutures@jcu.edu.au 

18–21 September 2017 (TBC) 

Suva, Fiji 

Fourteenth International Conference on Environmental, Cultural, Economic & Social 

Sustainability 

17-19 January 2018 

The Cairns Institute, Smithfield 

  JANUARY 2017 

The AudioVisual Lab offers a unique range of audiovisual services  

to the University and wider community. With expertise developed from  

various research situations—from small-scale community projects, to on-campus  

workshops and documentary production—The AudioVisual Lab provides an array of  

skills and services necessary for the production of audiovisual research outputs.  

Bringing high quality production values to projects, small and large, we aim to make audiovisual  

presentations come alive with clear sound, multiple camera angles and framing, and dynamic editing.  

The AudioVisual Lab services include: participatory/community based research consultancy; photography;  

online services . 

Packages can be put together according to the scope of events and the requirements of specific clients.  

For more details please contact:  

Dr Daniela Vávrová | Daniela.Vavrova@jcu.edu.au | Mobile: 0420 593 462 | Studio: 07 4232 1882  

Bard Aaberge | Bard.Aaberge1@my.jcu.edu.au | Mobile: 0448 711 975 

http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/upcoming-events/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/big-data/
https://www.jcu.edu.au/college-of-arts-society-and-education/disciplines/education/iamhhec
https://www.jcu.edu.au/college-of-arts-society-and-education/disciplines/education/iamhhec
https://www.jcu.edu.au/college-of-arts-society-and-education/disciplines/education/iamhhec
mailto:iamhhec@jcu.edu.au
mailto:creatingfutures@jcu.edu.au
http://onsustainability.com/2018-conference
http://onsustainability.com/2018-conference
https://espaces.edu.au/av-lab/
mailto:Daniela.Vavrova@jcu.edu.au
mailto:Bard.Aaberge1@my.jcu.edu.au

