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Welcome! 

When it was established in 2009, The Cairns Institute was described as a  

concrete expression of James Cook University’s aspiration to become one of 

the world’s leading tropical research universities. As the stories detailed in this 

edition of the newsletter show, our researchers are engaged in numerous 

projects at home and abroad—projects that not only provide useful  

information about the tropics but which contribute in meaningful ways to the 

wellbeing of tropical communities. 

Are, though, we demonstrating leadership? Earlier this year the Leiden index 

of publication impact (PP10) ranked JCU higher than any other Australian  

university in humanities and social sciences. Rankings have their limitations, 

but at least we can say with confidence that JCU and The Cairns Institute are 

producing high quality research. And we can see from the stories here that 

when combined with enduring partnerships, quality research really can make 

a difference. 

We hope you enjoy this edition of The Cairns Institute Newsletter. 
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The TEDxJCUCairns events we’ve hosted over the last 

three years have been eye openers—highlighting what 

people from all sorts of backgrounds are doing in Northern 

Australia to solve problems, create opportunities, express 

their creativity, chase dreams or just answer really  

interesting questions. The challenges TEDx speakers have 

overcome, and the doors they’ve knocked on in the  

process, have varied enormously. Some may have had an 

air of familiarity, but the paths taken by most speakers 

have followed routes that never would have occurred to 

me.  

Creating space for genuine dialogue about the lives and 

aspirations of people in the region is central to the  

Institute’s mission. TEDxJCUCairns may be just one of the 

ways in which we pursue this mission, but it is also one of 

the most rewarding. Best of all, every presentation to 

TEDxJCUCairns is made available online 

(tedxjcucairns.com), enabling anyone with an internet  

connection to participate in the conversation. 

A few months ago I was invited to address the United  

Nations’ High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable  

Development on the topic of emerging issues for  

sustainable development and the science-policy interface. 

In plain English, the question was how researchers could 

contribute to the international sustainable development 

agenda. It’s one thing to know that rates of poverty,  

pollution etc. are getting better or worse. It’s another thing 

altogether to know why, or what policies are making a 

difference, or what might derail the agenda that existing 

policy isn’t taking into account. 

The whole experience of speaking in the UN was certainly 

(to use the scholarly term) ‘a bit of a head trip’. Still, it  

wasn’t unexpected. I’d been working for a number of 

months with the UN’s Department of Economic and Social 

Affairs on inputs for the Global Sustainable Development 

Report—and inputs from the scientific community are part 

of the bureaucratic machinery of the UN. 

As academic researchers we get access to some interesting 

social and political spaces. It would be easy to start taking 

this access for granted, or to ignore the other ways in 

which people pursue social change. 

From the Director 

Professor Stewart Lockie 
Director 
The Cairns Institute 

Caption Dr Bill Liley 

https://tedxjcucairns.com/
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The science is clear on the virus’ modes of transmission 

and equally so on the means of prevention, so what is not 

happening, or needs to be dramatically scaled up?  

A new book by Gary Jones, PhD candidate supervised by  

Professor Komla Tsey, Adjunct Associate Professor  

Deborah Graham, and Dr Johannes John-Langba, attempts 

to shed light on the most vexing questions through a  

narrative review of past and present practice that  

considers stigma, discrimination, structural barriers and 

cultural factors within the urban slum, and by bringing to 

the debate emerging ideas from the study of dignity and 

humiliation.  

The book is about young people. In Africa it has to be. The 

book notes that the Millennium Development Goals 

(MDGs) were nearing an end (2015) and discussions  

ongoing to the form and coverage of Sustainable  

Development Goals (SDGs). Discussions repeatedly 

brought up the vulnerability of youth, that Africa is getting 

younger and moving to cities, and the so-called 

‘urbanisation of HIV.’  

Global infection has declined since its peak in 2005, but 

aggregates hide a myriad of concentrated epidemics 

among most at risk populations including young migrants, 

urban refugees and displaced people which form a major 

part of the entire urban population dynamic. The book  

suggests that these groups are especially marginalised and 

disempowerment, yet reaching them is vital for ending 

AIDS. Human rights and health rights, inseparable,  

underpin success and failure in meeting these needs. 

Risk and vulnerability of young people to HIV, it is argued, 

can be traced to the relational dynamic of humiliation that 

impacts regulated behaviour and can lead to episodes of 

(Continued on page 4) 

According to UNAIDS, since the start of the AIDS epidemic, 

some 35 million people have died from AIDS-related  

illnesses, while an estimated 78 million people became 

infected with HIV. In 2015, an estimated 36.7 million  

people lived with the virus. The annual number of global 

new HIV infections among adults leveled off by 2015 at 

around 1.9 million, down from 2.7 million in 2000. Two-

thirds of all new HIV infections are in sub-Saharan Africa. 

The epicenter remains southern and eastern Africa.  

The International AIDS Conference in Durban in 2016 

warned that we are on the cusp of ending AIDS, or seeing a 

dramatic rise in infection. The roll out of Post Exposure 

Prophylaxis and advances towards an AIDS vaccine is the 

good news. But infections have plateaued, not declined, 

and pose a significant threat to global public health. The 

situation is precarious. 

Alarm bells rang at the International AIDS Conference in 

Melbourne in 2014 with the release of the Global AIDS 

Report, 2014 and the UNAIDS Gap Report (2014). Here it 

was stated that infection among many ‘key populations’ 

are rising, and for young women, exploding. Girls and 

young women now account for 71% of new HIV infections 

among adolescents in sub-Saharan Africa. The call was 

clear—preventing new infections within key populations 

and especially among adolescent girls and young women in 

eastern and southern Africa is the way to end the  

epidemic. With the spotlight on girls and young women, 

men, and especially adolescent boys, drift onto the  

research backburner, which is surprising given that the 

major route of infection in the region is sexual.  

With the world standing on a precipice, it is time to take 

stock of what we know and what we don’t know to see the 

end of AIDS; what has been done and should have been 

done on the global stage and within hidden communities. 

HIV and young people 

Meena Kadri | School bound | flic.kr/p/8YPqkx 

http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/research-students/gary-jones/
http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/
http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
http://www.unaids.org/
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/campaigns/2014/2014gapreport/gapreport
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in Africa. It is the home of mobile and non-mobile  

populations and inner city life is ethnically diverse. Seventy 

per cent of the population of Nairobi lives in some form of 

slum inhabitation. Mirroring elsewhere on the sub-

continent, young Kenyans constitute 35% of the total  

population and 66% of the adult population (2009). The 

proportion of the youth category is expected to remain 

high. According to the National AIDS Control Council of 

Kenya, young people between the ages of 15–24 years 

account for 29% of all new HIV infections in Kenya.  

Comprehensive knowledge of HIV and pregnancy is very 

low among young people in this age group, though less so 

in the urban slum. Adolescents and young people account 

for 70% of Kenya’s pregnancies and only an estimated 24% 

of adolescents know their HIV status.  

Thirty years into the epidemic, ending AIDS by 2030 and 

meeting the SDGs needs a new way of seeing and under-

standing the social pattern of HIV infection. As the book 

shows, understanding what is considered acceptable  

behaviour is mostly determined through local value  

systems that define a dignified life and social resilience.  

Understanding the self-perception of risk and resilience in 

an urban environment, the new HIV hot spot, the  

pervasive role of media and the interface of dignity and 

humiliation which shape the quality of life is, therefore, 

critical. This book helps explains the totality of the social 

world of young slum inhabitants and points to where and 

how a lasting resilience that dignifies life and livelihood can 

be achieved and sustained.      

Gary Jones 

August 2016 

 

Jones, G. | 2016| HIV and Young People - Risk and Resilience in 

the Urban Slum | Springer | DOI: 10.1007/978-3-319-26814-9 

HIV and young people cont.  

violence and risky behaviour. In broader, structural terms, 

being and feeling at the wrong end of the socio-economic 

ladder, as evidenced by subpar housing, poor social services 

(if any), lack of sanitation, dilapidated infrastructure and 

overcrowding heightens a sense of humiliation. Moreover, 

human rights which assert the right to dignity for all, when 

violated have been shown to trigger feelings of humiliation 

and resignation. Slum populations know the language of  

human rights. The link between humiliation, shame and  

despair—and HIV infection—is emerging as a little known 

but increasingly important factor in understanding the  

nuances of HIV transmission among young people. A denial 

of rights always has consequences. 

As the book shows, moving on from more traditional  

introspective accounts, the importance of supportive  

relationships is more and more seen as critical to  

understanding the building blocks of a dignified resilience 

against HIV. Perceptions of resilience is not a given but 

differs within and between social groups; never static it 

changes according to circumstance and need. The moral  

universe of young people helps formulate the social meaning 

of resilience and in terms often intelligible to them alone. 

The impact of moral sanction is interpreted through vibrant 

sub culture(s). Maintaining honour and dignifying slum life, 

however, has also been linked to the practice of multiple 

concurrent partners, age disparate sexual liaisons, teenage 

pregnancies and gender based violence.  

In broad terms, this book is about young people’s  

perception of risk and resilience to HIV and the interface of 

dignity and humiliation in a slum environment. With  

reference to eastern and southern Africa, this book draws on 

examples particularly from Nairobi, Kenya. Kenya is  

urbanising exponentially and has some of the biggest slums 

(Continued from page 3) 

Ninara | Kibera slum, Nairobi, Kenya | flic.kr/p/sUYTZN 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-26814-9
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-26814-9
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with a family of Chamacoco speakers, this language and its 

family were still black spots on which there was little  

reliable linguistic information. At that time, he did not 

know about Cairns or the Great Barrier Reef, but he did 

know about the  Language and Culture Research Centre 

which is an important reference point for linguistics all 

over the world. (“For many people studying humanities, 

linguistics the first thing they associated with Cairns, but 

curiously local people seem to be unaware of this” he  

comments).  

(Continued on page 6) 

Zamucoan: Unveiling the heart of darkness of a tropical language family 

“Êhe, yok sêhe tɨkɨraha ɨshɨr ahwoso!” replies Luca Ciucci if 

asked whether he can speak Chamacoco. Chamacoco is an 

endangered language spoken by approximately 2,000 people 

in the department of Northern Paraguay in Paraguay. The 

real name of the language is ɨshɨr ahwoso (lit. ‘the words of 

the Chamacoco’) and it is one of the languages Luca Ciucci, a 

research associate at the Language and Culture Research 

Centre (LCRC), is investigating  under the direction of  

Distinguished Professor Alexandra Aikhenvald and Professor 

R M W Dixon. Speaking Chamacoco is not a skill one  

generally puts on a CV, but here something more important 

is at stake: documenting the language in order to save an 

important part of the world cultural heritage for future  

generations.  

Luca Ciucci’s passion for languages began under the Tuscan 

sun, close to the leaning tower of Pisa in Italy. Until two  

millennia ago, the language spoken there was Etruscan, now 

regarded as a mysterious language owing to the loss of most 

of its historical documentation. “Actually, I would like to 

know something more about the language of my ancestors” 

admits Luca. In the case of Etruscans, the loss of the  

language made it impossible to answer the question on who 

they were and where they came from, but the same could 

happen to a myriad of underdescribed languages in the 

world, particularly in the tropics.  

Indeed, Chamacoco has a long history. It belongs to the 

Zamucoan family, along with Ayoreo, another endangered 

language, and Old Zamuco, already extinct. Before these 

three languages split some millennia ago, these populations 

used to speak what we call Proto-Zamucoan, which Luca is 

reconstructing at JCU. This is revealing a quantity of  

interactions between Zamucoan people and other  

surrounding populations, interactions which were believed 

to have left no trace and so far have never been noted in any 

genetic study. When Luca left Pisa to spend some time living 

Luca Ciucci with two Chamacoco indigenous leaders  

Chamacoco ritual mask  
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There are still features of Chamacoco and Ayoreo which 

are waiting for a scientifically-oriented linguistic  

description: the ultimate goal is writing a descriptive  

grammar of these languages, but more importantly,  

describing a language and its development goes much  

beyond collecting and analysing data: it is giving back to 

many populations the dignity and the self-confidence that 

for a long time has often been denied in the name of  

pseudo-scientific prejudices. Such cultural emancipation 

has important consequences in education, in the general 

attitude towards language minorities and diversity, so that 

in the long term it has the potential to greatly improve the 

quality of life of entire nations.  

Luca Ciucci 

Postdoctoral Research Associate, LCRC 

Zamucoan cont.  

During the Pisan period, Luca also did fieldwork with the 

Ayoreo, one of the last populations in South America to 

abandon their traditional way of life, under the supervision 

of Professor Pier Marco Bertinetto. Such an exploration led 

to unexpected results: in the Zamucoan family a number of 

rare linguistic features have emerged, for instance, the  

system of suffixes used on nouns and adjectives is something 

which has never been described for any other languages of 

the world and is a unique characteristic of this language  

family. Another interesting feature is that these languages 

have no grammatical tense. The way Chamacoco express 

temporal information despite the lack of tense has  

fascinated one of the greatest contemporary Italian writers, 

Claudio Magris, candidate for the Nobel prize in literature, 

who refers to Ciucci’s grammatical studies on Chamacoco in 

his last novel.  

In the meantime, Luca’s first book, Inflectional morphology 

in the Zamucoan languages, considered the most detailed 

morphological description of a South American language 

family, has just appeared (CEADUC). Here Luca analyses the 

internal structure of words—what could be considered the 

DNA of the language. This will also serve to gain a deeper 

understanding of the relationship between Zamucoan and 

the languages of the other neighbouring populations, some 

of which were met by Claude Lévi-Strauss in the travels  

recounted in his masterpiece Tristes Tropique. At the same 

time, fieldwork is also associated with the philological study 

of old documents collected by missionaries in the past  

centuries, in order to analyse language evolution. Curiously, 

when Western people first had contact with Zamucoan 

groups in the 17th and 18th century, Australia was indicated 

in the maps as Terra Australis Incognita, the unknown  

southern land. Now JCU is playing a major role in  

contributing to remove the word ‘unknown’ from our  

linguistic maps.  

(Continued from page 5) 

Fieldwork with a Chamacoco speaker  

Luca Ciucci with Ayoreo people  
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times constrained and misdirected. She investigated  

various valuation methods for determining how much to 

spend on flood prevention. She found that it is better to  

consider flood impacts on life satisfaction than to estimate 

flood damages or ask about ‘willingness to pay’. Her  

findings will potentially help governments in the region who 

make similar decisions.  

During her studies at JCU, Cheryl had opportunities to  

present her work at academic conferences. She presented at 

the East West Centre in Hawaii, Nagoya University in Japan, 

the University of the Hong Kong, and the University of  

Oxford in the UK. She also received grants from various  

institutions: Australia Leadership Award (ALA, now  

Australia Awards), Skyrail Rainforest Foundation, and the 

University of the Philippines. 

Associate Professor Riccardo Welters and Professor Natalie 

Stoeckl were her JCU supervisors. Throughout Cheryl’s stay 

in Australia, studying in JCU has opened up potential for per-

sonal and professional growth. She is now back teaching at 

the University of the Philippines as an Assistant Professor. 

When Cheryl Joy Fernandez, a young economist from the 

Philippines, applied for admission to the Doctor of  

Philosophy (PhD) program at JCU in 2011, one of her  

motivations was to find ways to improve the lives in the 

dominantly agricultural and fishing towns of Iloilo. 

Cheryl undertook her Bachelor of Science in Economics at 

the University of the Philippines (graduating with Latin 

honours) from 2001 to 2005. She then attended Massey 

University in New Zealand and earned Postgraduate  

Diploma (2008) and Master’s degrees (2010) in applied 

economics. Her undergraduate thesis looked at non-use 

values of mangrove reforestation while her master’s thesis 

examined how marine protected areas are co-managed in 

the Philippines. This academic background and her  

experience in endangered species conservation in  

Northwest Panay Peninsula fuelled her interest in  

valuation of ecosystem services and other environmental 

issues.  

Cheryl’s PhD focused on disasters in the Philippines. Her 

country is one of the most disaster vulnerable countries in 

the world and (local) budgets for minimising risk are often-

PhD student profile: Cheryl Fernandez 

Caption 

Cheryl at her graduation ceremony in Singapore with JCU  

Chancellor, Mr Bill Tweddell, former Ambassador to the Philippines 

Claudio Accheri | Rawis/Anibong | https://flic.kr/p/jQDyBS 
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Professor Tsey will visit China in October 2016 as part of a 

funded exchange program provided by the Liaoning  

Government through Shenyang University of Chemical  

Technology. At a gathering held in honour of Professors Yang 

and Jiang on the 28 September 2016, Professor Yang  

expressed her optimism for future collaboration between 

her university, Professor Jiang’s, James Cook University and 

other Australian universities in the near future.  

1Mary Whiteside, Emma Bould, Komla Tsey et al, Promoting 21st 

Century student competencies: Piloting a wellbeing intervention, 

Australian Social Work (Accepted for publication September 2016)  

2Komla Tsey, Kenny Lawson, Irina Kinchin et al (2016) Evaluating 

research impact: The development of a Research for Impact Tool, 

Frontiers in Public Health.  www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/

PMC4996827/ 

James Cook University and The Cairns Institute has  

welcomed visiting Chinese academics, Associate Professor 

Yang Yinghong from the Shenyang University of Chemical  

Technology and Professor Jiang Hua from the School of 

Higher Education of Dalian University of Technology.   

Associate Professor Yang’s research interests include  

county development and sustainability and embedding 

innovation and enterprise training in university courses.  

Professor Jiang’s research interests include teaching and 

research quality and impact assessment. Associate  

Professor Yang was at JCU from July to October, while  

Professor Jiang was here from the September to October. 

During their visit, the scholars have had the opportunity to 

exchange academic, research and teaching interests with 

local academics. In particular, Professor Yang worked with 

Professor Komla Tsey and his team to adapt an Aboriginal 

Family Wellbeing-informed 21st century university student 

competencies course1 as an ‘innovation and enterprise 

spirit development’ training program for university  

students at the Shenyang University of Chemical  

Technology. The aim is to foster among students a mindset 

of creativity, initiative, self-reliance and other social  

competencies that will better prepare young people to 

meet the challenges and opportunities of the 21st century. 

Professor Jiang has also been exploring his common  

interests with Professor Tsey on research impact  

evaluation and possible methods for detecting and  

mitigating waste in publicly funded research.2 Professor 

Jiang is responsible for assessing research quality for more 

than 100 universities in the Liaoning Province of China. The 

Liaoning Government is interested in incorporating impact 

and benefit measures as part of future research  

productivity assessment.  

Visiting Chinese scholars 

L-R: Professor Jiang Hua, Professor Komla Tsey, Janie Edwards,  

Associate Professor Yang Yinghong 

L-R: Marion Heyeres, Andrea Grout, Professor Jiang Hua, Associate 

Professor Yang Yinghong 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4996827/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4996827/
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all the sciences—social, natural, engineering, and so on.  

I don’t have long so I won’t peel off a long list of issues  

relevant to the future of the sustainable development  

agenda. For these, I commend to you Chapter 5 of the 

2016 Global Sustainable Development Report. In this short  

presentation I want to provide just two examples of issues 

that potentially challenge our existing understanding of 

the relationships between social, environmental and  

economic change and which, therefore, illustrate the  

importance of strengthening the science-policy interface. 

The mass coral bleaching which has played out over the 

last few months demonstrates that preparation for the 

future must take account of the fact we are already living 

with profound environmental change.  

While key ecosystems in all regions of the world are under 

pressure I wish to cast a spotlight on the particular impacts 

of climate change in the tropics. As existing climate zones 

shift poleward, people and ecosystems in the equatorial 

tropics face the prospect of climate states that have never 

before been experienced by human communities. At the 

same time, the semi-arid dry tropical edge is expanding. 

The implications for built environments, agriculture and 

food security, biodiversity conservation, and so on, are 

immense. 

Complicating this further, global population growth is  

concentrated in the tropics. By 2050, it is forecast that 

over 50% of the world’s population and two thirds of the 

world’s children will live in the tropics. Meanwhile,  

progress on poverty alleviation in the tropical zone lags 

significantly behind the rest of the world. And as we all 

(Continued on page 10) 

This is an edited transcript of a presentation given by  

Professor Lockie to the United Nations High-Level Political 

Forum on Sustainable Development, New York, 20 July 2016. 

More information on the HLPF and the Sustainable  

Development Agenda is available at  

sustainabledevelopment.un.org 

Thank you. It is an honour and pleasure to address this 

meeting.   

I would like to start by endorsing the comments of my  

colleague Professor Kasuga about the importance of  

multidisciplinary, global research programs like Future 

Earth. These are critical both for the knowledge they  

provide directly and for their contribution to mobilizing 

scientific effort more broadly. All countries should be  

looking to programs like Future Earth and considering their 

implications for national research priorities and  

investment. 

As we embark on the journey to 2030 we will quite rightly 

build statistical capacity and report data across a wide 

range of indicators relevant to sustainable development 

goals and targets. These data provide the foundation for 

monitoring and accountability. But it is important to  

remember that indicators have their limits. In isolation, 

indicators don’t tell us about: 

 The underlying causes of social, economic and  

environmental change; 

 How specific policies and programs influence  

development outcomes; or 

 What is over the horizon that might support or threaten 

the sustainability agenda. 

For this level of understanding we rely on complementary 

science programs, and by science here I of course, refer to 

Prospects for the future? Projections, scenarios and new and emerging 
issues for sustainable development 

Professor Stewart Lockie 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?menu=1621
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org
http://www.futureearth.org/
http://www.futureearth.org/
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adaptation can best be governed.  

For every biological or ecological question there is a  

philosophical and an institutional question. 

People, similarly, need support to assist adaptation. And 

they need support to pursue different development  

aspirations and pathways.  

UN agreements such as the Declaration on the Rights of  

Indigenous Peoples rest on the principle there is no one 

model of the ideal society. The Declaration states very 

clearly that indigenous people have a right to self-

determination, to decide for themselves what they want 

out of the development project. It is not being indigenous 

that makes a person vulnerable to poverty. It is the denial 

of access to political authority, secure property rights, and 

other resources. This is true of women, people living with 

disability, and so on.  

Among the resources that either alleviate or deepen  

vulnerability we must count access to appropriate  

technology. By ‘appropriate’ I don’t mean small-scale or 

low tech. I mean fit for purpose. And in the context of  

sustainable development, I mean the institutional and  

scientific capacity to integrate technology in systems of 

production that support ecological function and social  

inclusion.  

This calls for institutional innovation and scientific capacity 

building which is, again, specific to the needs of particular 

communities and particular environments. 

With these comments in mind, I commend the intent to  

support the sustainable development agenda with a strong 

science-policy interface and look forward to further  

discussion about the role of science in the HLPF.  

There is a great deal we do not yet know about the  

(Continued on page 11) 

well know, poverty is strongly associated with vulnerability 

to disaster and infectious disease. It can be argued that 

tropical infectious diseases are primarily the product of 

poverty, not temperature or precipitation, but they will 

impact more people nonetheless unless progress is made 

on all fronts. 

Achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)  

requires a relentless focus on understanding relationships 

between environmental, social and economic change that 

may otherwise go unrecognized. Investment in science and 

technology must reflect the unique characteristics and 

needs of all climate zones. Existing investment is weighted 

overwhelmingly to the temperate zone with tropical  

regions accounting for an estimated 5% of global research 

and development expenditure and 10% of science and  

engineering graduates. This imbalance must be addressed.  

We are relatively comfortable, I think, considering the  

implications of such profound environmental change for 

settlements and infrastructure. Even agriculture. But we 

are much less comfortable contemplating the implications 

of systemic environmental change for less intensively  

managed ecosystems such as protected areas. We have 

little choice though, if we are to maintain the integrity of 

ecosystem processes, minimize biodiversity loss, and  

indeed protect any of the values we associate with  

ecosystems, but to give careful consideration to how we 

can best assist their adaptation to change.  

This raises concern that ideas like ‘assisted adaptation’ 

might be used to justify a weakening of ecosystem  

conservation measures. For this reason, the question of 

how ecosystems might be supported to adapt needs to be 

accompanied by the question of how ecosystem  

(Continued from page 9) 

Prospects for the future? cont. 

UN High-Level Political Forum Futures session, New York, 

20 July 2016 

http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/DRIPS_en.pdf
http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/DRIPS_en.pdf


  Page 11 

Act for Kids is a charity organisation that is familiar with the 

Family Wellbeing (FWB) Program as many of their staff have 

been through the program previously and provided positive 

feedback. In fact, former participants encourage others to do 

the program, creating an opportunity for continued  

engagement with FWB facilitators.  

With this in mind, a team at JCU lead by Komla Tsey are  

exploring ways to use Continuous Quality Improvement (CQI) 

principles to develop, implement and evaluate a sustainable 

approach to incorporating FWB into the practice framework 

at Act for Kids, so Indigenous children in remote communities 

can have brighter futures. Still in its initial stages of  

development, the JCU team will work closely with Act for 

Kids, the Centre of Research Excellence in Integrated Quality 

Improvement (CRE-IQI) and the local communities to identify 

and implement FWB in a sustainable way to promote  

continued benefits for the community, families, young  

Towards a sustainable FWB practice framework 

people and the Act for Kids staff working in community-

based Safe Houses. The team envisage that a ‘sustainable 

way’ will reflect a practice framework that is embedded in 

Act for Kids’ existing work systems. Therefore, in the long-

term, maintaining the FWB practice framework will be  

feasible using existing financial, human, infrastructure and  

community resources. Once implemented, the collaborative 

(JCU, Act for Kids and CRE-IQI) will evaluate the sustainability 

of the FWB practice framework, with a view to sharing these 

findings which contribute to our understanding of how FWB 

can be implemented sustainably in different communities 

across a variety of service organisations and sectors.   

To follow the work of the FWB group please see their  

newsletter—www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/newsletters/  

Image adapted from artwork by Spritiual Connection by  

Senimelia Kingsburra 

L-R: Madeline Lea, Komla Tsey,  

Victoria Drew, Paul Harris and Robyn Moylan, Leigh-Ann Onnis 

intersections of social, economic and environmental 

change, or the effectiveness of policy interventions  

operating at these intersections. As the science-policy  

interface develops, it must be just as focused on directing 

(Continued from page 10) 
research and capacity building effort to areas of greatest 

need as it is on informing policy-makers and other stake-

holders. The relationships must be truly participatory and 

multi-directional.  

Prospects for the future? cont. 

http://www.actforkids.com.au/
https://research.jcu.edu.au/portfolio/komla.tsey/
http://www.menzies.edu.au/page/Research/Centres_for_Research_Excellence/Integrated_Quality_Improvement/
http://www.menzies.edu.au/page/Research/Centres_for_Research_Excellence/Integrated_Quality_Improvement/
http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/newsletters/
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Rainforest, reef and relationships 

As an academic working in this space, the chance for long 

and deep conversations with colleagues, sharing of 

knowledge, and commitments to collaborate are all positive 

outcomes that accrue from the relationship building that 

occurred. Attending events such as the Ecofeminism,  

Education and Climate Change Symposium held on 21 July 

2016 and the branch meeting of the Australian Association 

for Environmental Education on 26 July 2016 were also  

excellent opportunities for learning about key sustainability 

issues that Australia and the Far North are grappling with.  

My thanks to Bob Stevenson and Hilary Whitehouse for  

looking after me so well, Jenn, Fiona and Marcia for collegial 

friendship, Helen Clarkson for her support, and Ruth, Snowy, 

Elaine, Cliff and Philemon for their time spent with me.  

Dr Chris Eames 

University of Waikato, New Zealand 

I recently had the privilege to travel from my home  

university in Hamilton, New Zealand, to JCU in Cairns to 

spend time in The Cairns Institute with Professor Bob  

Stevenson and Associate Professor Hilary Whitehouse. As an 

environmental and sustainability educator, the opportunity 

to work with such esteemed colleagues in a noble building in 

a wonderful natural place was incredibly valuable.  

As a teacher of environmental and sustainability education, I 

understand the importance of experience in place, and I was 

lucky to have several opportunities to walk in the rainforest 

and snorkel on the reef.  

These experiences helped me to gain a deeper  

understanding of the importance of these environments to 

the environmental, social and economic wellbeing of the 

region. While the threats to these ecosystems are clear, so 

are the possible actions that can be taken to mitigate these 

problems, and this knowledge will help me better inform and 

prepare my students to address the issues that we currently 

face at home.  

Chris at Lake Morris, after walking up from the Crystal Cascades 

My name is Rowan Brough and I am a Business student  

majoring in Events Management. After graduation, I aim to 

move into a career in the events industry, specifically music 

and entertainment-type events.  

This is my third and final year of my degree and one of my 

final requirements is to undertake a professional internship. I 

was recently given the opportunity to undertake an  

internship with The Cairns Institute’s Project Officer, Jennifer 

McHugh. Throughout my internship I will assist Jennifer and 

the events team on a variety of events including conferences 

and TEDxJCUCairns. While these events are different to the 

ones I hope to manage in the future, I see this internship as a 

chance to absorb as much information and advice as  

possible. Every event I experience is a chance to learn  

something new and gain a variety of skills and knowledge 

that aren’t limited to one type of event.  

I am truly grateful to both Jennifer and The Cairns Institute 

for not only taking me on, but giving me the opportunity to  

develop and gain experience in my chosen profession.  

Rowan Brough 

2016 Cairns Institute Intern 

Cairns Institute intern: Rowan Brough 
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Minister-Counsellor Benedict David representing the  

Australian High Commissioner to Papua New Guinea,  

described the Twinning Arrangement as symbolic of the 

broader economic, social and people-to-people relationships 

between Australia and Papua New Guinea. 

“The collaboration, cooperation and good work happening 

with the Twinning Arrangement between the two  

universities is symbolic of how Australians and Papua New 

Guineans at all levels are increasingly interacting with each 

other, whether it be at the level of industry, business,  

government, education, tourism or simply as good friends,” 

Mr David said. 

Academic, research and teaching ties between James Cook 

University (JCU) and the University of Papua New Guinea 

(UPNG) will strengthen in coming years, according to JCU 

Vice Chancellor Professor Sandra Harding. 

Professor Harding was speaking at the project celebration 

for the three-year Twinning Project established in April 

2015.   

“James Cook University is delighted to be partnering with 

UPNG with the support of the Australian Government. There 

is a huge untapped potential in Papua New Guinea for re-

search collaborations, and both universities have a shared 

commitment to enhance tropical regions worldwide and 

build teaching capacity and research capability,” Professor 

Harding said at JCU’s Cairns campus. 

Under the Twinning arrangement, a series of learning and 

research activities are being delivered that focus on  

enhancing the teaching quality and research capacity across 

both universities. 

UPNG’s teaching quality will be enhanced by having  

academics undertake a Graduate Certificate in Education 

(Academic Practice). Three courses are being held between 

2015-2018, with the first course being delivered entirely by 

JCU and the remaining two increasingly delivered by UPNG 

lecturers. 

According to UPNG Vice-Chancellor, Professor Albert  

Mellam, 25 UPNG academics are undertaking JCU’s  

internationally recognised and Australian accredited  

Graduate Certificate of Education (Academic Practice). 

“UPNG and JCU are a natural fit when it comes to  

collaboration; both universities have strong backgrounds in 

tropical science and knowledge that will facilitate joint  

research and the exchange of ideas,” Professor Mellam said. 

A shared future for JCU and UPNG 

L-R: Benedict David, Luke Kulimbao, Angela Hill (behind),  
Albert Mellam, Stewart Lockie, Sandra Harding 

UPNG Vice-Chancellor, Professor Albert Mellam 

Nehemiah Akia, Graduate Certificate of Education (Academic Practice)    
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Doing fieldwork in the Amazon 

Four fieldwork trips have been completed so far, including 

five months living with Deni people in the Amazon. The fifth 

fieldwork trip will be from October to November 2016.  

Mateus does his fieldwork at Cidadeinha, the first village on 

the Cuniuá river, where he lives with his main teacher of 

Deni, Mavahari Upanava Deni. To get there, it takes six days 

by boat from the last town (Lábrea, Amazonas state, Brazil).  

Doing fieldwork in Deni-speaking villages is a hard task since 

it is very remote and there are no facilities such as electricity, 

internet, plumbing, and so on. However, it is truly worth 

these small sacrifices to be immersed in a completely  

different culture, learning a new language, and adopting a 

different perspective to look at the world. It is definitely full 

of learning! 

The Amazon is a very diverse area in terms of nature,  

languages, and culture. Different people speaking different 

languages and living in such a rich environment makes this 

part of the world very interesting for biologists, linguists,  

and anthropologists who go there to expand their  

understanding of this world. 

Documenting the language of Deni people, a poorly  

described language, is the aim of Mateus Carvalho’s  

research. Deni language is spoken in the southern Amazon, 

in Amazonas state, Brazil, by about 1,500 people who live in 

nine villages, six on the Cuniuá river and three on the Xeruã 

river, all of them in the Juruá-Purus interfluve. Deni people 

are mostly monolingual, with some adult males speaking a 

bit of Portuguese.  

Mateus is a PhD student at the Universidade Estadual  

Paulista “Júlio de Mesquita Filho”, São Paulo, Brazil (UNESP). 

He completed an internship founded by CAPES Foundation – 

Ministry of Education of Brazil resulting in a one-year visit 

(August 2015 to July 2016) at the Language and Culture  

Research Centre (LCRC) at James Cook University under the 

supervision of the Distinguished Professor Alexandra  

Aikhenvald. On finishing this internship, Mateus was  

appointed as an Adjunct Research Fellow of The Cairns  

Institute in order to continue contributing to research at JCU. 

Diversity in the Amazon 

Mateus on fieldwork in the Amazon 

Typical Deni buildings 

Mateus (L) on fieldwork in the Amazon 
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participants of the process. When creating mediation  

resources to meet local needs it is important to consider 

how far the definition of ‘mediation’ can be stretched and 

what innovations can be adapted within the process that 

are supported by literature and informed by practice.   

Claire and Judith highlighted the challenges for practition-

ers who are trained in a “western” mediation model and 

who are working in culturally diverse settings where the 

client’s prior experience and expectations of ‘mediation’ 

may differ greatly from the views of the practitioner. The 

presentation highlighted the importance of being able to 

creatively adapt one’s knowledge and skills to different 

contexts and to share experiences with practitioners to 

contribute to the evolving nature of mediation practice. 

Judith and Claire concluded that their postgraduate studies 

in Conflict Management and Resolution were invaluable in 

developing their ability to analyse and respond creatively 

to issues in various cultural settings.  

Judith completed her studies at JCU, where she is now the 

Director of the Conflict Management and Resolution  

program. This program builds students’ knowledge and 

skills in analysing, managing and resolving conflict, with 

subjects such as negotiation, mediation, facilitation, group 

conferencing and conflict coaching. Courses include a  

Masters, a Graduate Certificate as well as Professional  

Development (PD) options. The program offers flexible 

study with online subjects and optional weekend block-

mode classes. If you are interested in getting a  

postgraduate qualification or PD training in Conflict  

Management and Resolution, check out the JCU program 

at www.jcu.edu.au/conflictresolution    

Judith is supervised by The Cairns Institute’s Professor 

Chris Cunneen , Assoc. Professor Sam Hardy, and Dr  

Wendy Lambourne (University of Sydney). 

Judith Herrmann, a PhD candidate at JCU, recently  

presented a paper at the National Mediation Conference in  

Broadbeach, QLD with her colleague, Claire Holland. Judith 

and Claire are lecturers in the Conflict Management and 

Resolution program at JCU. 

They discussed their personal experiences with developing 

training for mediators in different cultural settings over-

seas, including the Thailand-Burma border and the Central 

African Republic (CAR). Judith and Claire reflected on how 

their studies in conflict management and resolution as well 

as their mediation training in Australia had assisted them 

in developing training modules in these different settings. 

They evaluated which skills and procedural features of the  

Australian facilitative mediation model they found to be of 

greatest use and which procedures needed to be modified 

to be applicable in specific locations in which they worked. 

The Australian mediation standards are based on a 

“western” approach to dispute resolution—maintaining 

confidentiality, managing power imbalances, maximising 

self-determination—not all suitable in other cultural 

settings. The concept of creating a ‘safe space’ to talk, for 

example, has a different meaning in a refugee camp  

compared to the Australian context. Also, the idea of  

having a third party with ‘no vested interest in the out-

come’ is unrealistic in remote villages, such as in CAR, 

where village chiefs are often the accepted providers of all 

conflict resolution processes. Additionally, maintaining 

confidentiality can be both impractical and undesirable in 

particular contexts. When discussing how mediation could 

work for culturally specific conflicts, such as adultery or 

witchcraft, mediation practices taught in the western  

mediation models are especially challenged.  

Claire and Judith suggest that conflict resolution  

practitioners need to be flexible to meet the needs of the  

Co-creating mediation models to meet cultural needs 

Judith Herrmann presenting at the conference 

http://www.jcu.edu.au/conflictresolution
https://research.jcu.edu.au/portfolio/judith.herrmann1/
https://www.jcu.edu.au/college-of-business-law-and-governance/conflict-management-and-resolution/claire-holland
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During my three fieldwork trips to this area, my primary  

focus will be on the creation of a corpus of real data and 

the production of an inclusive descriptive grammar. A  

representative corpus will serve not only as a valuable 

source of material for linguistically-related purposes but 

also as a direct testimony of a cultural identity integrated 

in its original environment. The descriptive grammar that I  

produce will be focused on the relevant issues of Breri,  

aiming at explaining its different levels, such as the  

phonological and morphosyntactic systems as well as the 

lexis (the set of all possible words in a language) and  

language contact related phenomena. It is very likely that 

some grammatical aspects will assume greater relevance 

than others, and they will be the object of more in-depth 

analyses.  

Apart of the primary purpose of this study, the necessity of 

describing a threatened language, a further aim is related 

to the contribution that such research may provide to  

clarify the genetic and areal relationships among the  

languages spoken in the region. The latter represents a 

highly debated issue among the scholarly community. 

Therefore, this research may indirectly shed new light on 

the rather intricate state of affairs concerning the historical 

and genetic relations among the languages of the region. 

Also, I believe that it is through this type of research that 

we can best make sense of ourselves as human beings and 

our activities as an institution. 

During my time at JCU I will benefit from the supervision of  

Professor Alexandra Aikhenvald (Sasha) and Professor  

Robert Dixon (Bob) who are leading experts of the  

Amazonian and Papua New Guinean languages.  

Firew Girma 

PhD student 

I am from Ethiopia and had been teaching at Addis Ababa 

University as a Home-Base lecturer for two years upon  

completing my MA degree in General Linguistics. I was also 

engaged in lecturing on undergraduate linguistics courses 

at Dire Dawa University prior to taking up a scholarship in 

Professor Alexandra Aikhenvald’s Australian Laureate  

Fellowship Project to embark on a PhD program in  

linguistics at James Cook University.  

I joined the Language and Culture Research Centre (LCRC) 

of The Cairns Institute in July 2016 and I am preparing for a  

preliminary field trip to the Middle Ramu district of 

Madang province in Papua New Guinea, a place where 

Breri (the language I’m working on) speakers live.  

Of course, many of us at the LCRC are undertaking similar 

descriptions and documentation of previously unstudied or 

scarcely studied languages from Papua New Guinea and 

Amazon regions. In order to fully understand the genetic 

and typological features of the languages of these regions, 

one should not be an “armchair linguist” so extensive field-

work has to be undertaken to see what primary sources 

look like. As a linguist, I want to collect first-hand data to 

ensure the highest quality and impact for my research for 

linguistics science teaching and research in the decades to 

come.  

Regarding my fieldwork geographical area, Papua New  

Guinea, it is a place of high linguistic diversity and most of 

the languages spoken around the Lower Sepik region of 

the Ramu River, the area where I plan to conduct my field-

work, are under severe threat of disappearing. The  

purpose of documenting one of them, through the  

production of a descriptive grammar, is of vital concern for 

the advancement of tropical societies.  

When language dies, perception also dies 

Firew Girma 

http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/research-students/firew-girma-worku/
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The local organising committee included: Dr Hongbo Liu, 

Professor Stewart Lockie, Professor David Low, Janie  

Edwards, Jennifer McHugh, Professor Philip Pearce,  

Professor Natalie Stoeckl, Dr Sizhong Sun, Professor 

Zhangyue Zhou. 

In conjunction with Chinese Economics Society Australia 

(CESA), the College of Business Law and Governance,  

Division of Tropical Environments and Societies (DTES), 

and The Cairns Institute held the 28th CESA Annual  

Conference on Chinese Economy at the JCU Cairns  

campus from 17-19 July 2016. The theme of the  

Conference was “In Search of New Sources of Growth: 

What Should China Do Next?”  

The Conference attracted 114 participants from mainland 

China, Hong Kong, Macau, Singapore, United States, and 

Australia. In addition to the three keynote speeches, 77 

papers were presented in 20 concurrent sessions. The 

Conference also featured two forums: a Tourism Forum 

chaired by Professor Philip Pearce, and a Policy Forum 

chaired by Professor Iain Gordon. 

One feature of the Conference was its quality, measured 

in terms of both paper quality and institutional affiliations. 

In addition to Australian institutes (Australian National 

University, University of Western Australia, and Monash 

etc.), conference participants came from Harvard  

University and Stanford University in the US, National 

University of Singapore and Nanyang Technological  

University in Singapore, University of Hong Kong in Hong 

Kong, and Tsinghua University and Peking University  in 

China. 

Special issues of two journals, Sustainability and  

Singapore Economic Review will be published from the 

Conference.  

In addition to attending the Conference, participants were 

also engaged in a number of activities. 45% visited the 

Great Barrier Reef; 41% visited the rainforest; and 31% 

went shopping. When asked to rate Cairns, the average 

rating of the participants is 4.14 out of 5, suggesting a 

very favourable perception of Cairns. 

28th CESA Conference 

https://research.jcu.edu.au/portfolio/hongbo.liu/
https://research.jcu.edu.au/portfolio/stewart.lockie/
https://research.jcu.edu.au/portfolio/david.low/
https://research.jcu.edu.au/portfolio/philip.pearce/
https://research.jcu.edu.au/portfolio/natalie.stoeckl/
https://research.jcu.edu.au/portfolio/sizhong.sun/
https://research.jcu.edu.au/portfolio/zhangyue.zhou/
https://research.jcu.edu.au/portfolio/zhangyue.zhou/
http://www.mdpi.com/journal/sustainability
http://www.worldscientific.com/worldscinet/ser
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PhD student, Alisa Hasamoh, recently gave a presentation at 

Thailand in Comparative Perspective: An International  

Symposium, 26-27 September 2016 at the University of  

Sydney. Titled Natural disaster and conflict research  

methodologies: A case study of Aceh, Indonesia and the Deep 

South of Thailand, Alisa’s presentation was based on her PhD 

thesis. It described and reflected on the research  

methodology used to study the inter-related social impacts 

of natural disasters and violent conflict in two sites—Aceh in 

Indonesia and the Deep South of Thailand. Alisa’s paper  

outlined three stages in the development and  

implementation of the methodology. First, she presented her 

own experience of both natural disasters and living in a  

violent conflict zone and how this experience shaped the 

conceptualisation of the research. Second, she discussed the 

importance of building relationships of trust between the 

researcher and interviewees and how this was approached 

during the collection of her data. Third, Alisa examined the 

question of how a researchers’ background and techniques 

of data analysis can be brought together and applied to  

reflexive, comparative studies. As a result of the existing  

research experience, the new research methodology and 

methods of comparative studies in natural disaster on top of 

violent conflict has emerged.  

Alisa is supervised by Professor Stewart Lockie and Dr  

Theresa Petray. 

Natural disaster and conflict research methodologies 

Alisa (R) with a woman in the natural disaster  

affected area in Pattani, Thailand  
Photo: Alisa Hasamoh 

Alisa with young adults, Pattani, Thailand 

Photo: Alisa Hasamoh 

Alisa with a victim of violent conflict in the Deep South of Thailand  

Photo: Alisa Hasamoh 

Alisa with an immigration worker, Mon person, Pattani Port, Thailand  

Photo: Alisa Hasamoh 

Alisa Hasamoh (R)  at the seminar 

http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/research-students/alisa-hasamoh/
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education; (2) how the teaching of their subject includes 

issues of these three areas; and (3) examples of  

embedding the principles within their subject at different 

levels of schooling. The general group, in which I worked, 

was charged with writing the introductory chapter on the 

principles of education for sustainable development and 

the rationale and context for embedding these principles 

in school subjects.                                                  

Since the concept of education for sustainable  

development (ESD)—more commonly referred to as  

education for sustainability (EfS) in Australia—

encompasses peace and global citizenship, an early  

decision was made to simplify the discourse by adopting 

ESD as the term of central focus. Not surprisingly, given 

the participants’ diversity of ages, cultures and  

professional backgrounds and experiences, there were 

lively, and at times contested, discussions within and 

across the five groups about the key concepts and  

principles of ESD. Yet, owing to the passion and  

commitment of the participants to the project ideals—and 

not least the 10-12 hour work days—a remarkable amount 

of creative ideas and exciting pedagogical examples as well 

as quality writing was generated by the end of the four 

days. 

Each of the five groups is currently continuing their work 

by writing extended drafts of their chapters. I’m involved 

in the writing of Chapter One, specifically on describing the 

objectives, scope, key principles/concepts, as well as  

challenges, of ESD and examples of pedagogical  

approaches. I also proposed adding a sixth chapter on 

whole school approaches to ESD which go beyond subjects 

to address, and integrate in the formal curriculum, the 

school’s management of energy, water, waste and grounds 

(Continued on page 20) 

UNESCO project on sustainable development in school curricula 

Professor Bob Stevenson, Director of the Centre for Research 

& Innovation in Sustainability Education (cRISE) within The 

Cairns Institute, was invited as an expert participant to  

contribute to an International Workshop on Embedding  

Concepts of Sustainable Development, Global Citizenship and 

Peace in School Curricula. The workshop, organised by the 

UNESCO Mahatma Ghandhi Institute of Education for Peace 

and Sustainable Development (MGIEP), took place in  

Bengaluru (previously Bangalore), India from 27-30 June 

2016. 

The purpose of the workshop was to begin an international 

project to develop a Guidebook, to be published by UNESCO, 

to provide textbook developers and authors with  

“much-needed principles and practical guidance on  

reorienting curricular towards peace and sustainable  

development around the world” (MGIEP). Given the subject-

organisation of school curricular, education for sustainable 

development and peace has been marginalised and, if  

included at all, is generally a peripheral or tangential activity 

in schools world-wide even when policies exist to support 

these educational endeavors. Therefore, a project to embed 

the principles of sustainable development, peace and global 

citizenship education in core subject textbooks offers  

potential for addressing this situation, especially given the 

reliance of teachers in many countries on textbooks.    

Thirty participants (12 from India and 18 from 12 different 

countries, mainly from Europe, Asia and North America, with 

lone representatives from Australia and The Caribbean) 

attended from universities, NGOs and publishing houses. 

Participants had been selected to work in one of four core 

subject groups: English (or other languages), Geography, 

Mathematics, and Science; or a fifth general group. The  

subject groups addressed three tasks or sections for a  

chapter of the Guidebook: (1) how their subject contributes 

to peace, sustainable development and global citizenship 

Workshop participants 

https://research.jcu.edu.au/portfolio/bob.stevenson/
http://mgiep.unesco.org/
http://mgiep.unesco.org/
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Participants are also being asked to work with  

governments and commercial publishers to bring about a 

transformation in text books by embedding within them 

the concepts of peace, sustainable development and  

global citizenship. Conducting professional development 

with textbook authors is also being encouraged. UNESCO, 

through MGIEP, plans to work with publishers and  

textbook writers/authors to pilot these efforts in several 

countries and I was approached about the potential  

interest of the Centre for Research & Innovation in  

Sustainability Education in being involved in a research or 

evaluation study of the implementation of these plans. 

Professor Bob Stevenson 

Centre for Research & Innovation in Sustainability  

Education  

UNESCO project on sustainable development in school curricula cont. 

(for biodiversity) and to build links to local communities 

through participation in/with them on sustainability issues. 

This proposal was supported by the rest of the workshop 

participants and awaits approval by the UNESCO MGIEP  

editorial board. 

The primary audience for the final Guidebook for Embedding 

ESD, to be translated into multiple languages, is school  

subject authors/textbook writers but syllabus writers at  

curriculum authorities in various countries, policymakers and 

tertiary teacher education lecturers in methods courses in 

English, Geography, Mathematics and Science may also  

benefit from the detailed curriculum and pedagogical ideas. 

(Continued from page 19) 

Daniela Vávrová | Green coconut | Ambonwari, East Sepik Province, 
Papua New Guinea | 2011  

The AudioVisual Lab offers a unique range of audiovisual services  

to the University and wider community. With expertise developed from  

various research situations—from small-scale community projects, to on-campus  

workshops and documentary production—The AudioVisual Lab provides an array of  

skills and services necessary for the production of audiovisual research outputs.  

Bringing high quality production values to projects, small and large, we aim to make audiovisual  

presentations come alive with clear sound, multiple camera angles and framing, and dynamic editing.  

The AudioVisual Lab services include: participatory/community based research consultancy; photography;  

online services . 

Packages can be put together according to the scope of events and the requirements of specific clients.  

For more details please contact:  

Dr Daniela Vávrová | Daniela.Vavrova@jcu.edu.au | Mobile: 0420 593 462 | Studio: 07 4232 1882  

Bard Aaberge | Bard.Aaberge1@my.jcu.edu.au | Mobile: 0448 711 975 

https://espaces.edu.au/av-lab/
mailto:Daniela.Vavrova@jcu.edu.au
mailto:Bard.Aaberge1@my.jcu.edu.au
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TEDxJCUCairns 2016 
 TEDxJCUCairns was held for the third year in a row on 30 September 2016. Fifteen speakers entertained and inspired the  

audience with stories related to the theme for 2016, Resilience. The 2016 speakers included: Drum ∞ (Japanese Taiko and  

percussion team, Cairns), Kate Fern (The Power of Pallets Inc., Cairns), Paul Giacomin (Research Fellow, Australian Institute of 

Tropical Health & Medicine, JCU), Iain Gordon (Deputy Vice Chancellor Tropical Environments and Societies, JCU), Tracey Hannah 

(Champion downhill mountain biker, Cairns), Judith Herrmann (PhD student and Director, Conflict Management and Resolution, 

JCU), Terry Hughes (Director, ARC Centre of Excellence for Coral Reef Studies, JCU), Terri Janke (Solicitor, Terri Janke & Company), 

Jeremiah Johnson (Musician, Cairns), Grace Lillian Lee (Artist /Designer, Cairns), Bill Liley (GP Cooktown and Cairns Institute  

Adjunct), Tobin Northfield (Lecturer, College of Science & Engineering, JCU), Gerry Turpin (Australian Tropical Herbarium, JCU), 

Roz Pappalardo and Deb Suckling (Singers/songwriters, Cairns).  
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TEDxJCUCairns 2016 cont. 

Caption 

The videos of this years’ TEDx speaker talks will be on the TEDxJCUCairns website in the next month or so, but in the meantime, 

here are some photos from the event taken by JCU Creative Industries 3rd year student, Louise Laporte. 

https://tedxjcucairns.com/
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Details for these events can be found at: www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/upcoming-events/  

Event Date & location 

Cairns architecture: old, valuable and sometimes lost 

Designed in Cairns seminar 

6 October 2016, 5.30-7.30pm 

The Cairns Institute 

The deep history of sea country: Colonisation, submerged landscapes and the archae-

ology of Australia’s coasts 

Professional Inaugural lecture by Professor Sean Ulm 

6 October 2016, 6.00-7.30pm 

The Pullman Cairns International 

Possession in Tariana 

LCRC workshop by Alexandra Aikhenvald 

12 October 2016, 4.00-5.30pm 

The Cairns Institute 

Exhibition, video art and performance as interventionist research method 

College of Arts, Society & Education Higher Degree Research student workshop 

12-13 October 2016, 9.00-5.00pm 

The Cairns Institute 

Remote sensing 

Tropical Archaeology Research Laboratory seminar by Karen Joyce in Cairns room  

A21-002 and Townsville room 009-002 

14 October 2016, 2.00-3.00pm 

Cairns & Townsville 

Ensuring no-one is left behind: Global commitments and local challenges for sustaina-

ble development and poverty alleviation 

The Courtenay Lecture 2016 by Professor Stewart Lockie 

17 October 2016, 5:45-7:00pm 

Cairns 

Possession in Ninggirum 

LCRC workshop by Howard Oates 

19 October 2016, 4.00-5.30pm 

The Cairns Institute 

Tropical Archaeology Research Laboratory seminar by Paul Dirks 21 October 2016, 2.00-3.00pm 

Cairns room A21.002 & Townsville 

room 009-002 

Motorkite Dreaming 

ALTAR film screening 

26 October 2016, 6.30-9.00m 

The Tanks, Cairns 

The alignment person-marking system in Karijona 

LCRC seminar by David Felipe Guerro Beltrán 

26 October 2016, 4.00-5.30pm 

The Cairns Institute 

Tropical Archaeology Research Laboratory seminar by Theodora Moutsiou 28 October 2016, 2.00-3.00pm 

Cairns room A21.002 & Townsville 

room 009-002 

On para-hypotactical structures in Zamucoan (Ayoreo, Chamacoco) 

LCRC seminar by Luca Ciucci 

2 November 2016, 4.00-5.30pm 

The Cairns Institute 

Morphophonemic processes in Gawwada: A moraic model representation 

LCRC seminar by Firew Girma Worku 

9 November 2016, 4.00-5.30pm 

The Cairns Institute 

Intonation and prosodic marking of prominence in educated Indian English 

Seminar by Olga Maxwell 

16 November 2016, 4.00-5.30pm 

The Cairns Institute 
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