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Welcome! 

Or in this case, farewell. After eight years with the Cairns Institute, our 

Research Manager, Katrina Keith, will be moving on. Katrina has been with the 

Institute since its inception, playing a key role in its growth and development. 

More than a few readers will be grateful for Katrina’s contribution to the 

preparation of grant applications, management of the website and 

compilation of publications including, of course, this newsletter. She will be 

missed! 
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Measuring our performance relative to others is particularly 

fraught. To be fair, university league tables are impossible to 

ignore despite their methodological limitations and 

disciplinary biases. Governments demand accountability and 

private university rankings are published whether we like it 

or not. Doing well in these rankings provides an easy way to 

communicate something about excellence. It says little 

though about our contributions to regional communities and 

economies. 

So what ought the Cairns Institute aspire to achieve? While I 

have my own thoughts on this question I am far more 

interested, at this stage of the process, in what you think. We 

will be consulting with a range of stakeholders in the coming 

months but please feel free to send in your thoughts. They 

are very welcome. 

Over the next six months the Cairns Institute will be 

renewing its strategic plan―a process many readers, I’m 

sure, will be happy to stay as far away from as possible. We 

have all been involved in planning exercises that bore little 

subsequent relation to the day-to-day operations of the 

organisations they were intended to guide.  

Vague goals, unrealistic aspirations, lack of ownership, 

inflexibility and excessive operational detail characterise 

many plans. We will try to avoid these pitfalls. 

The primary challenge for any strategic planning process, I 

think, is to articulate what an organisation really wants to 

achieve. Universities are prone to articulating their goals as 

excellence in teaching and research or as performance in 

teaching and research relative to other universities. 

Academic departments and research centres are seldom any 

different.  

Excellence should be conceived, however, as a means rather 

than an end. Of course we should strive for excellence, but in 

order to achieve what? Of course we conduct research and 

teaching but, again, in order to achieve what? 

From the Director 

Distinguished Professor Stewart Lockie 
Director 
The Cairns Institute 

15299 | pixabay.com/photo-102919 
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success: it could not be planted elsewhere than in these 

sacred enclosures. Cordyline is also planted in the mixed 

taro gardens, to help taro grow. In the Jacquinot Bay 

region a cordyline, often called namvu, is sometimes 

planted at the entrance of the garden to prevent the taro 

soul from running away.  

According to Francoise Panoff, different types of cordyline 

are usually transmitted within the matri-clan together with 

the magical formula which reveals their power. 

Tuomas Tammisto’s recent PhD highlights the continuing 

salience of Mengen gardening practices, gardens and food 

plants, because of their central role in Mengen life. 

Gardening, as a socially productive activity, produces the 

food people eat. Gardening also involves enacting specific 

Mengen understandings of the ecology and sustainability 

of gardens and of the Mengen themselves. Giving food for 

the Mengen is an act of compassionate care, nurture and 

hospitality that creates sociality as part of larger 

cosmological processes that circulate life forces through 

gardens, people and spirits.   

In recent years, some of the coastal Mengen communities 

have had their forested land cleared for large-scale oil 

palm cultivation in Special Agricultural and Business Leases 

(called ‘land grabs’ in the global literature). The 

controversial prioritisation of industrial oil palm 

development and forest clearance of over 20,000 hectares 

of customary land involving primary forest in Pomio 

generated conflict and concerns over land in the 

community. Some of the Mengen have actively refused to 

allow their forested land to be clear-felled, and in July 

2016, a group of landowners seeking alternative 

development options sent a petition to the Government of 

PNG via the Pomio District Development Authority “to 
(Continued on page 4) 

Sustainable livelihoods in Mengen society, East New Britain (PNG) 

Since 2015, JCU anthropologists Jennifer Gabriel, Simon 

Foale (Institute Fellows), and Michael Wood have been 

researching the cultural and subsistence practices of Mengen 

society in East New Britain1. Many Mengen live on the south 

coast of New Britain around Jacquinot Bay, but others live on 

the Nakanai Ranges. Until this year there was no road into 

this mountainous region. The JCU team is currently 

documenting the Mengen’s interest in sustainable 

production of foods. Here we outline how the Mengen use 

plants to sustain crops in their gardens. 

This understanding of the ecology of Mengen gardens was 

explored in research undertaken by Francoise and Michel 

Panoff in the 1960s. They noted the Mengen grew at least 50 

differently named cultivated varieties of cordyline which is 

quite a high figure in comparison with many other societies. 

The ritual importance of cordyline in the Pacific area has 

been noted many times and the Mengen cordylines are no 

exception. Cordyline is of particular importance in gardening 

and prosperity rites as well as in all purification rites. 

Cordyline was planted in the enclosure which surrounded 

the sacred stones, that were both sources and evidence of 

village prosperity. One of these cordylines, oleragasila, had 

the special function of attracting strangers on feast days so 

that they would come in great numbers and make the feast a 

Ahmad Fuad Morad | flic.kr/p/ahfi93 

Namvu of the Nautilus – a Mengen drawing collected by F. Panoff in the 1960s 
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Roxanne (photo right) recently graduated 

from UPNG with a Bachelor of Arts-

Honours in archaeology, and is 

participating in various research projects in 

PNG, including New Ireland, East New 

Britain and East Sepik Provinces within 

PNG5.   

Other graduate UPNG researchers involved in the UNDP-

JCU livelihoods project include Teppsy Beni, Kylie Sesuki 

and Francis Be, who will be joining the project team to 

conduct collaborative research with Mengen communities 

over the next twelve months. 

1 The research was part of ARC Linkage Grant (LP140100536) involving a 

multi-institution team from both Australia and Papua New Guinea. The 

institutions include JCU, Partners with Melanesians (PWM), the Australian 

National University (ANU), the Australian Museum (AM), and Extent 

Heritage. Academic researchers included Jim Specht, Matthew Leavesley, 

Matthew Kelly, Susan McIntyre-Tamwoy, and Colin Filer. 

2 Community-based Forest and Coastal Conservation and Resource 

Management 

3 On 12th September 2018 a Memorandum of Understanding was signed 

between the Pomio District Development Authority and the UNDP. In this 

agreement, the parties will contribute resources and support for 

protected area communities and commit to improving the sustainable 

lives of the people. 

4 Jason’s research with Jim Specht in Pomio contributed to a publication 

on obsidian from the Jacquinot Bay Area of East New Britain.  

5 Following her research with Mengen in Pomio Roxanne gave a 

presentation titled “Nakanai Cave/Karst Country, New Britain, Papua New 

Guinea: An Anthropological Perspective” at the 17th International 

Congress of Speleology, in Sydney (July 2017). Her paper was published in 

the conference proceedings.  

Sustainable livelihoods in Mengen society, East New Britain (PNG) cont. 

immediately take heed of their grievous concerns and ensure 

that corrective measures are taken to safeguard and sustain 

their livelihoods in the future” (Unung Sigite Petition, August 

2016). 

Recognising the ongoing engagement of the JCU research 

team with Mengen communities and sustainable livelihoods 

in Pomio, in June 2018 JCU received funding from the United 

Nations Development (UNDP) Program (Community-based 

Forest and Coastal Conservation and Resource Management 

(CbFCCRM))2 in PNG to work with four Mengen communities 

(Manginuna, Olaipun, Galowe and Pakia) to potentially 

establish Community Conservation Areas and develop 

sustainable livelihood enterprises in partnership with the 

Conservation, Environment and Protection Authority and the 

Pomio District Development Authority3. 

In the UNDP-funded sustainable livelihoods research project 

(2018-2019), Jennifer Gabriel , Simon Foale and Michael 

Wood are pleased to be working with postgraduate 

researchers from the University of Papua New Guinea 

(UPNG). Five UPNG researchers from the archaeology and 

anthropology department will conduct the first phase of 

fieldwork in Pomio from September to November 2018. Two 

of the researchers, Jason Kariwiga and Roxanne Tsang, have 

previously worked with the Mengen on the Australian 

Research Council (ARC) Linkage cultural heritage research 

project.  

Jason (photo left) is an archaeologist who is 

currently teaching in the Anthropology Strand 

in UPNG’s Waigani Campus in Port Moresby4. 

(Continued from page 3) 

Caption 
Michael Wood beside cordyline in a Mengen taro garden in Bago 

Village, East New Britain  | Jennifer Gabriel 2017 

https://www.speleo2017.com/proceedings/Proceedings-17th-ICS-Vol1-Ed2-screen.pdf
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“I saw the show last night. It was absolutely brilliant, mind 

blowing. It was futuristic but the message was so so clear 

that I…got myself, surprised myself, I got a bit emotional.”  

“When the show went through, I got the message and it 

was clear with all that action of how we need to be aware 

of our environment.”  

Following on from the success at CIAF, the Meriba buay 

ngalpan wakathoemamay (We come together to share our 

thinking) Community of Practice (CoP), which is the first 

known Torres Strait Islander Researchers Network, will 

continue to bring together Torres Strait Islander 

researchers with a very broad range of expertise. The CoP 

are now preparing for their next knowledge translation 

event (games-based problem solving) which will be held on 

Thursday Island in the Torres Strait in October.  

“Woer Wayepa” – The Water is Rising 

Dr Felecia Waitkin Lui, Theme Leader for Indigenous Futures 

at the Institute, was part of the Torres Strait Islander 

Researcher's Community that created a performance for the 

opening of the Cairns Indigenous Arts Fair (CIAF) on 12 July 

2018.  

Members: 

 Dr Felecia Watkin-Lui, JCU 

 Dr Sanchia Shibasaki, SenseMakers 4 Smarter Care (S4SC) 

 Dr Cass Hunter, CSIRO 

 Dr Daniel Grainger, JCU 

 Dr Vinnitta Mosby, JCU 

 Dr Sean Taylor, Queensland Health 

 Mr Alistair Harvey, University of Queensland 

 Ms Juanita Sellwood, JCU 

 Ms Lynda Ah Mat, JCU 

 Ms Margaret Harvey, Monash University 

 Torres Strait Islander Researcher's Community. 

With funding from the Lowitja Institute and based on their  

collective Torres Strait Islander backgrounds and life 

experiences, they recognised one of the most effective ways 

to mobilise knowledge in the Torres Strait Island 

communities is through stories, music, dance and visual art. 

The event aimed to enhance social capital through the 

translation of knowledge about adaptability and resilience 

initiatives and strategies to address natural environment 

concerns relating to Torres Strait Islander people, by the use 

of theatre and film expertise to interpret complex messages 

through arts-based performance in a way that captures 

people’s hearts and minds. The first performance at CIAF 

explored the concept of risk: KNOW THE RISK, OWN THE 

RISK, AND FLIP THE RISK.  

The performance was well received with feedback including 

comments such as: 

Back L-R: Dr Cass Hunter, Juanita Sellwood, Dr Vinnitta Mosby,  
Master Joharo Harvey-Connellan, Alistar Harvey, Margaret Harvey,  

Lynda Ah Mat,  Dr Sanchia Shibasaki 
Front L-R: Dr. Felecia Watkin Lui, Awa Jeff  Aniba-Waia,  

Aunty Evelyn Levi-Lowah and Beverly Sibthorpe 

Caption 
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TEDxJCUCairns Student involvement 

TEDxJCUCairns is very proud that we have been able to 

incorporate integrated learning opportunities in our 

program. We have had a range of students assist with 

various areas including event management, camera, 

editing, photography, design, marketing and social media. 

This has been invaluable for many students and given 

them ‘real world experiences.’ Last year’s creative media 

student team created an excellent behind the scenes 

video. If you would like to know more about how a TEDx 

comes together and what motivates us, you can view the 

video from our website tedxjcucairns.com 

Tickets 

Our audience is limited to 100. To be part of the audience, 

to enjoy the amazing range of food and entertainment, 

and to be inspired by our speakers, get in early―tickets 

are now on sale. 

TEDxJCUCairns will be held on Saturday 27 October 2018. 

For the fifth year, attendees can again enjoy amazing food, 

delicious local produce and interesting displays. A previous 

speaker will return to talk about what has happened since 

2017, and an excellent range of MCs including presenters 

from ABC Far North will be hosting the event.  

But the main feature, as always for TEDx events, are the 

speakers and this year we have managed to find a range of 

speakers from our region with ideas that have global 

reach. Speakers include a molecular biologist, a fibre optics 

expert, a singer who reached the finals of the X Factor, a 

comedian, a psychologist, an interactive music/media/

dance performance, a poet, and timely for the anniversary 

of the Wet Tropics World Heritage Area’s 30th anniversary, 

a member of the original Daintree blockade.  

Speaker preparation and mentoring has already begun 

with David Burston from Toastmasters again volunteering 

as a speaker mentor helping to conduct speaker 

workshops, and Lisa Jones from the Australian Society for 

Parasitology returning as a speaker mentor. Last year’s 

speakers have also been happy to help, with Dan Kaggelis 

(Smithfield State High School) and Michael Smout (AITHM) 

sharing their experiences and mentoring the 2018 

speakers. For more information on speakers, please visit 

our website tedxjcucairns.com.  

Our theme this year, meWE, is all about collaboration and 

how collectively, we can find solutions and innovations for 

the challenges society and individuals face—meWE is 

about how individuals work together and mirror each 

other to make up our society. A number of designs created 

by JCU Creative Media students for this year's logo where 

polled on Facebook and Karen Hallard was the winner.  

TEDxJCUCairns 2018 

Karen Hallard’s winning logo 

https://tedxjcucairns.com/
https://events.jcu.edu.au/TEDxJCUCns?srctid=1&erid=4426475&trid=e3945c64-3613-4641-b89a-0c2ca91fac9f
https://tedxjcucairns.com/
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We have another exciting line up this year. A full list of 

speakers can be found on the TEDxJCUCairns website. 

Mike Berwick, AM, Senior Advisor, 

GreenCollar Group, has a degree in biological 

science and a long history of working to 

conserve Australia's wet tropics forests, the 

Great Barrier Reef and Cape York Peninsula. 

Mike was mayor of Douglas Shire from 1991-2008 and under 

his leadership they won awards in planning and environment. 

In 2008, Mike was awarded the Order of Australia for service 

to conservation and the environment through initiatives 

supporting the preservation of the Daintree rainforest and far 

north Queensland, to local government, and to the 

community of Douglas Shire. Mike has been a journalist, 

newspaper owner, ministerial media advisor and farmer. He 

says his role in the Daintree Blockade as protester and 

spokesperson was the most useful thing he has done. 

Gill Mailman, CEO MJB Solutions, is a proud 

Bidjara woman from the Charleville region. 

She is a trailblazer who sets, rather than 

follows, trends, starting at a young age when, 

as the first in Australian Aboriginal female to 

graduate as an electrician, she represented companies in the 

telecommunications sector, and established a 

telecommunications business, the start-up company Fibre 

Optics North Queensland (in 2001, with a business partner). 

Currently she is the CEO of MJB Solutions, a majority owned 

and managed Indigenous company working in Australia, NZ 

and PNG. Gill is also the Managing Director of Indigenous 

Wealth Hub. An Aboriginal entrepreneur driven by passion 

for improving the lives of people through empowerment and 

economic development, Gill’s innovative approach and 25 

years’ experience has made her a leading business woman 

today. 

TEDxJCUCairns 2018 speaker preview 

Wei Xiang, Founding Professor and Head of  

Discipline of Internet of Things (IoT) 

Engineering at JCU and an elected Fellow of 

the IET and Engineers Australia. Prof Xiang’s 

research interests are in the broad area of 

communications and information theory, particularly coding 

and signal processing for multimedia communications 

systems. Prof Xiang is a well-recognised international leader 

in IoT and has been awarded several prestigious awards and 

fellowship titles. Prof Xiang has published over 250 peer-

reviewed papers, and has served in the capacity of Chair and 

Co-Chair in a large number of international conferences and 

symposiums. His leadership was instrumental to the 

establishment of Australia’s first and only IoT degree 

program, which was accredited by Engineers Australia in 

2016. 

Peter James, Comedian, is a comedian based in Cairns. He is 

a regular at comedy events around Far North 

Queensland (FNQ), mostly with Guilt Free 

Comedy, as well as being the founder and 

host of 'Laughing Heart Comedy' at the Cairns 

Dinner Theatre. In James' relatively short 

career he has performed both split and solo shows to 

audiences across FNQ as well as performances in both the 

Adelaide Fringe Festival and Melbourne Comedy Festival 

(2015 Class Clowns National Final). He has been selected as 

an opening act for nationally recognised comedians: Luke 

Heggie, Nath Valvo, Greg Fleet, Jacques Barrett and Mitch 

Garling. In 2018, he was presented the Cultural Award as 

part of the Cairns Australia Day Awards and listed in the 

Cairns Post's top 25 rising stars to watch in the Far North. 

Caption 

https://tedxjcucairns.com/
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In 2013, Cairns Institute Fellow, Leigh-ann Onnis, 

commenced a PhD at JCU in the College of Business, Law 

and Governance, with a keen interest in understanding 

more about remote health workforce sustainability. Since 

leaving a career in corporate Human Resource 

Management (HRM) ten years earlier, Leigh-ann had been 

working with remote health teams across northern 

Australia and found the characteristics of remote health 

workforces intriguing, particularly the high turnover or 

workforce ‘churn’, and she was curious about why 

organisations with low retention rates did not do more to 

support the health professionals who were already 

working there. 

This curiosity was the driver for Leigh-ann’s PhD research 

which found that managers are the key to workforce 

sustainability. Managers are the key because they 

influence the local workplace and they influence the 

success of the local implementation of change initiatives. 

The study also found that for many managers the journey 

from clinician to manager is an unplanned pathway, and 

that some people are ‘accidental managers’. Regardless of 

the chosen path to manager, accessing management 

development programs that are context-relevant, when 

you live in a remote or isolated area is challenging to say 

the least.   

The influence of managers on health workforce 

sustainability became more and more apparent, until, in 

2015, Leigh-ann met Marcia Hakendorf, a Professional 

Officer from CRANAplus at a forum in Mt Isa. CRANAplus 

were developing a remote manager’s professional 

development program tailored to the needs of remote 

health managers. In a ‘meeting of the minds moment’, 

Leigh-ann’s research and Marcia’s professional 

development program came together creating the 

HRM and remote health workforce sustainability 

foundation for a research partnership. Leigh-ann’s post 

doctoral work has built on her PhD research findings, and 

seed funding from the Centre for Research Excellence in 

Integrated Quality Improvement (CRE-IQI) has supported 

research conducted at JCU in partnership with CRANAplus 

and the Australasian College of Health Service Management  

to evaluate the Remote Manager’s Program (RMP) and to 

investigate the feasibility of further research in this area.  

The RMP was used as a case study to understand how 

continuous quality improvement (CQI) approaches can be 

used to evaluate management development programs. The 

case study provided insight into how the action learning 

workplace-based CQI project, which forms part of the RMP, 

provided managers with an opportunity to be supported 

while their competence improved in the local application of 

their management skills and knowledge. With the research 

study drawing to a close, the research team look forward to 

sharing their findings with health professionals, managers 

and academics over the coming months. Leigh-ann remains 

inspired by the stories of strength from remote health 

managers and looks forward to conducting further research 

into ways of supporting remote managers to thrive in remote 

and isolated communities, including managing their own 

health and wellbeing.   

Leigh-ann’s first book, HRM and remote health workforce 

sustainability, which is due to be released early 2019, 

examines the characteristics of sustainable remote health 

workforces and how management practices influence 

workforce sustainability in geographically remote regions. 

The book offers evidence-based information and insight into 

the people management challenges for remote managers, 

and provides resources and practical management tools as 

well as suggestions about how managers can create their 

own localised management practices.  

Leigh-ann Onnis 

https://crana.org.au/
http://ucrh.edu.au/cre-iqi/
http://ucrh.edu.au/cre-iqi/
https://achsm.org.au/
https://www.springer.com/us/book/9789811320583
https://www.springer.com/us/book/9789811320583
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Anyone working in and around the Institute in the last few 

weeks may have spotted a familiar face. Professor Hurriyet 

Babacan, the founding Director of The Cairns Institute, has 

commenced as Professorial Research Fellow with a focus on 

regional economic, governance and policy development.  

Professor Babacan brings a strong commitment to ‘engaged 

scholarship’ with an integrative and multidisciplinary 

approach that builds impact leading to substantive economic, 

social, cultural, and environmental outcomes. Professor 

Babacan will work at different scales covering North 

Queensland, Northern Australia and the Asia Pacific with a 

focus on: 

 Supporting improved governance, planning and policy for 

regional and community development 

 Fostering sustainable and inclusive economic growth at 

different scales, including addressing social disadvantage 

and exclusion, and working towards a fairer society 

 Providing thought leadership in the building of stronger 

systemic governance for improved coordination, civic 

participation 

 Developing capacity and capability of institutions, 

businesses, communities and individuals for sustainability, 

transformation, resilience and development. 

Professor Babacan identifies that societal issues are complex 

and are best addressed through cross-sectoral collaborations.   

In line with JCU’s Strategic Intent, Professor Babacan will 

foster collaborations with diverse stakeholders including 

government, business/private sector agencies, industry 

bodies, community and service organisations, professional 

bodies, educational institutions and others.    

Strengthening regional economic, governance and policy development 

The Cairns Institute is a partner in the recently successful 

collaborative bid of four universities, including the University 

of Southern Queensland, Central Queensland University and 

the University of Queensland, to jointly host the Queensland 

Government’s Rural Economies Centre of Excellence (RECoE). 

RECoE brings together some of Queensland’s best economic 

analysts, rural economic development specialists, and policy 

developers. Professor Babacan will have a critical leadership 

role within RECoE in relation to rural/regional economic 

development, employment, innovation, capacity building 

and policy development, particularly in the context of North 

Queensland. RECoE aims to achieve the development of a 

world class research program, attracting investment and 

researchers, and delivering knowledge to support innovation 

and policy change to achieve substantial beneficial impact to 

Queensland’s regional and rural economies and pathways for 

more resilient economies. 

Professor Allan Dale, the JCU RECoE project lead said that it 

was “fantastic to have someone with Hurriyet’s track record, 

expertise and capabilities to provide multidisciplinary 

leadership in addressing regional and rural economic 

problems and opportunities”. 

Caption 

Hurriyet Babacan 

Cairns Institute meeting room 

https://www.jcu.edu.au/about-jcu/strategic-intent
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In September 2017, I travelled with a group of nine other 

students to Papua New Guinea for an ethnographic field 

school, led by Professor Rosita Henry (Cairns Institute 

Fellow). After our group was welcomed by the Australian 

High Commission in Port Moresby, we travelled by boat to 

Motupore Island Research Station, where we spent three 

days with students from the University of Papua New Guinea. 

Together we explored the island and the village of 

Tubersereia. We exchanged knowledge of our home 

countries and shared our experiences and hopes for the 

future.  

We then flew to Mount Hagen, and drove to Kunguma 

Village, where we were welcomed by the Penambi and Kopi 

communities, and invited to attend a brideprice. Walking 

there on a difficult track, balancing on a log across a stream, 

we finally clambered over the last crest, to see hundreds of 

people on the ceremonial ground (and many pigs!). With 

each introduction the magnitude of the occasion and the 

embrace of the people became more overwhelming. The 

older women held and stroked me. On this special day they 

included us into their fold.  

The brideprice was a fantastic opportunity to observe 

aesthetics of symbols, patterns, and performance, and look 

for meaning. Another day we had a lesson in bilum making. 

Reflections on PNG: A New Colombo Plan Fieldtrip 

Each student was 

partnered with a local 

woman. Their hands 

were rugged and tough 

from labouring in the 

garden yet were 

captivatingly gentle in 

the intricacy of the 

needlework. My 

teacher cradled my 

hands with her own as 

we leaned on one another. With only a few words of English, 

we communicated by celebrating a rare successful stitch with 

a smile and hug. I learnt that each bilum has its own 

narrative. Whenever I see one now, I wonder about its story 

and I remember this lesson.  

The homestay visit at our mentor’s house was integral to our 

learning because it enabled us to practice doing 

ethnography: participating in day-to-day activities, observing, 

photographing, mapping, surveying, interviewing, and 

writing field notes. We gardened, tended animals, ate and 

conversed with the families, and played with the children. At 

night, as I listened to the sounds of the family breathing, I 

stared up at the rafters of the small yet happy home, and 

contemplated how full the house was, literally and 

metaphorically.  

Four of the students were invited to participate in a women’s 

sing sing. The ritual of dressing took all morning―cowrie 

shells and kina necklaces, arm bands made of vine, and skirts 

created from a folded concertina of cordyline leaves. 

Headwear was composed of feathers from birds of paradise, 

(Continued on page 11) 

Tubersereia Village | Photo  Annette Lindsay 

People gather at the Brideprice | Photo Annette Lindsay 

Bilum lesson | Photo Annette Lindsay 
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Reflections on PNG: A New Colombo Plan Fieldtrip cont. 

parrots and eagles. Faces were thickly painted, and bodies 

oiled a tint of red. Together the women then performed a 

special dance. 

Other activities included Tok Pisin lessons, building a 

hausman lik lik (toilet), and cooking the marata fruit (red 

pandanus). We attended a church service and visited the 

local school and the Mount Hagen markets. At café Banz 

Kofi we learnt about the coffee industry, and at the 

community-focused Tininga Dobel Supermarket we learnt 

of the wholesale distribution of fresh produce that 

supports local growers in agriculture.  

The New Colombo Plan field school was a life-changing 

adventure, providing an ethnographic experience in which 

to practice the skills and knowledge attained throughout 

my degree. It has given me confidence to venture further 

into anthropology. The outcome for other students has 

been similarly profound, with three of them also 

continuing their studies as honours students, no doubt 

influenced by this remarkable learning experience.  

For the people we encountered in Papua New Guinea, the 

outcome hoped for is that we will tell a counter narrative 

to the often-negative expectations of their country, and 

instead share how welcoming and happy they are to work 

with their Pacific neighbours. 

The people we met offered us acceptance; without 

acceptance an anthropologist cannot act in good faith. The 

humbling acceptance we received was a reminder our own 

role is of secondary importance, and the people we hope 

to learn from must always be our primary concern.  

Annette Lindsay 

BA Honours Student, JCU  

(Continued from page 10)  

Mumu 

Cultural dress for the sing sing. Photo: Simone Woest  

JCU New Colombo Plan and UPNG students after their ethnographic field school 

at UPNG's Motupore Island Research Station, Central Province, PNG, Sept 2017. 

Photo: Rosita Henry  
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expensive. At the same time, many of Manus’s coastal 

coconut plantations are under-utilised.   

Niu Pawa for Manus is a plan to revitalise the coconut 

plantations to produce copra which can be crushed and 

converted into coconut biofuel which can be used to 

generate sustainable power for most of the province. Where 

this is impractical, modern solar and battery systems can be 

installed. 

Levelised cost of electricity (LCOE) is a commonly used 

measure which reflects the average cost of electricity 

generation and can also be utilised to calculate the average 

minimum cost at which electricity can be sold (IEA, 2005). 

The LCOE considers lifetime costs to lifetime electricity 

generation such as maintenance, servicing, replacement of 

parts, fuel and initial capital investment costs (Cole & Banks, 

2017; IEA, 2005). 

Specific cost analysis for coconut biofuels are not as readily 

available in comparison to solar and wind, however a 

detailed study of coconut fuel in Fiji estimates LCOE of 

electricity generated using coconut oil to be $0.40 per kWh 

compared with $0.47 per kWh using solar technology alone. 

Data from literature focusing on the Pacific suggests that on 

small Pacific islands coconut fuel could be produced at $0.70 

per litre compared with diesel at $0.80 per litre equalling 

12% less which would be reflected in LCOE calculations. 

A thousand mature coconuts weighing approximately 1,440 

kilograms yield around 170 kilograms of copra from which 

around 70 litres of coconut oil can be extracted (Bourke & 

Harwood, 2009). Referring to these figures, 70/170 = 0.14 

litres of oil per kilo of copra, latest Department of Primary 

(Continued on page 13) 

PhD student, Lokes Brooksbank, and Cairns Institute Adjunct 

Research Fellows, Simon Towle and Dr Paul Lynch have a 

vision to bring sustainable electricity to Manus Island in 

Papua New Guinea. 

The population of Manus Province is 50,321 (2011 census). 

The population growth since 2000 has been 0.7% with a 

current population density of 24 person/km2. Average 

household size is 4.5 persons and the highest population 

density is in the provincial capital of Lorengau which 

comprises 15.1% of the population. 

Manus has a land mass 1,943 km2, surrounded by a territorial 

sea of 461,693.4 km2. Rainfall averages 3,750 mm per annum 

with the dominant volcanic, gravel sand, limestone, clay soils 

providing ideal growing conditions for a range of 

horticultural products including coconuts. Around the 

margins, Manus has large areas of low lying mangroves and 

wetlands. 

The land is used primarily for producing food crops of rubber, 

cocoa, vanilla in the inland area, and coconuts along the 

coast and the outer islands. 

Electricity is currently supplied by an ancient diesel generator 

which is extremely expensive to operate, and which 

frequently breaks down. Spare parts are scarce and 

Niu Pawa for Manus Island? 

Manus Island | Source: Google Maps 

A coconut crusher on Manus Island | Simon Towle  
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Industry (DPI) estimates suggest that 200 tonnes of copra is 

currently being purchased on Manus Island, potential past 

DPI figures estimate that with operational plantations and 

small holding plots a median figure of 20,000 tonnes of copra 

be produced annually. 20,000 tonnes = 820,000 litres which 

is equal to 4,100,200 litre barrels of coconut oil per year. 

The project has the ‘in principle’ support of the PNG 

Government, Manus Island Provincial and Local Level 

Governments, the Manus community and of Manus Island 

students at JCU, the University of Papua New Guinea and the 

University of Technology in Lae, both of which have twinning 

agreements with JCU and The Cairns Institute. 

Niu Pawa for Manus Island Project would provide research 

and educational opportunities for students from all three 

universities, in addition to providing a solid and sustainable 

foundation for the Manus economy. 

(Continued from page 12) 

Niu Pawa for Manus Island? cont. 

In addition to providing energy, education is also a significant 

part of the proposed project. Manus Islanders would receive 

training to enable them to operate and maintain the new 

power supply so that the island could operate independently. 

There’s just one catch: the project currently lacks funding. 

Anyone interested in supporting this project should contact the 

authors. 
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Sacks of copra awaiting crushing on Manus Island | Simon Towle 
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 Dr Alex Walter (on fieldwork in North America) 

 Prof Bob Dixon (on fieldwork in southern Amazonia) 

 Dr Luca Ciucci (on fieldwork in Bolivia) 

 Dist Prof Alexandra Aikhenvald (on fieldwork in Northwest 

Amazonia, Brazil) 

 Mr Nathan White (on fieldwork in Queensland, Australia) 

 Dr Michael Wood (on ethnography of volcanic fieldwork) 

 Mr David Felipe Guerrero-Beltrán (on fieldwork in 

Northwest Amazonia, Colombia) 

 Ms Nalisa Neuendorf (on fieldwork in PNG) 

 Mr Firew Worku (on fieldwork in Ethiopia) 

Thank you for joining us and being a part of this interesting 

seminar series. 

Kasia Wojtylak 

Post-doctoral Research Fellow, LCRC 

Between March and August 2018, the Language and Culture 

Research Centre (LCRC) held a series of monthly talks on 

linguistic and anthropological fieldwork. 

The workshop, organised by Post-doctoral Research Fellow, 

Dr Kasia Wojtylak, included 12 presentations by linguists and 

anthropologists that focused on various aspects of fieldwork 

(such as researcher’s own experiences and challenges in the 

field) in Australia, Colombia, Brazil, Bolivia, Papua New 

Guinea (PNG), Ethiopia, and China. The talks were presented 

by: 

 Prof Péter Maitz (on fieldwork in PNG) 

 Dr Kasia Wojtylak (on fieldwork in Northwest Amazonia, 

Colombia) 

 Mr Junwei Bai (on fieldwork in China) 

The adventures of fieldwork series 

Professor Bob Dixon showing the participants his linguistic field notes 

Anna Blackman at Future Shapers Forum 

Can you spot Cairns Institute Fellow and College of 

Business, Law & Governance Associate Dean of Research, 

Dr Anna Blackman? Anna was invited by The Australian 

National University to attend the Future Shapers Forum 

2018 as she was identified as someone who is influential in 

shaping Australia both now, and in the years to come. The 

aim for Future Shapers was to connect a cohort of 

Australia’s up-and-coming leaders from government and 

policy, business and social enterprise, research, advocacy, 

and the media. Nice work Anna!  

http://www.futureshapers.org.au/
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issues, including the region’s high imprisonment rate. 

Northern Australia has the country’s highest rates of 

incarceration, and, as is the case around the country, 

disproportionate rates of Indigenous incarceration. “In 

Queensland, Western Australia and the Northern Territory, 

Indigenous people comprise 32%, 37% and 84% respectively 

of the prison population,” Professor Cunneen said.  

“If putting people in prison was working, we’d be seeing a 

decline in the prison population over time,” he said. 

“Instead, our nation’s imprisonment rate per 100,000 of the 

adult population has more than doubled over the past 30 

years, and continues to climb,” according to Ms Allison. 

Justice Reinvestment uses criminal and other statistics to 

determine how and where to best allocate public funds to 

reduce crime. These statistics identify parts of the justice 

system that might need reform because they are pushing up 

incarceration rates. They also tell us about underlying 

causes of offending that sit outside the justice system in 

areas such as schooling and education, employment, family 

wellbeing, and health. 

“Identifying the needs of communities, and investing in 

housing, education, job creation and drug and alcohol 

rehabilitation could be a more effective use of public funds. 

In the long term, it could make a significant difference to the 

region’s productivity.” 

The authors were joined by a panel of local stakeholders 

including the Hon Stanley Jones AO QC, Donnella Mills, Chair 

of Wuchopperen, Sarah Szydzik from The Streets 

Movement, and Peter Haarsma from Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander Legal Service (ATSILS).  

To find out more about JR you can watch a short video. 

Should Northern Australia reinvest in justice? The first in a 

series of The Cairns Institute policy paper launches was held 

on 21 August 2018.  

The paper, Justice Reinvestment in Northern Australia, by 

Fiona Allison and Chris Cunneen looks at justice issues, and 

in particular, the potential implementation of justice 

reinvestment (or ‘JR’) in Northern Australia. To date, crime 

and criminal justice have been absent from discussions on 

developing Northern Australia, despite relatively high rates 

of incarceration and the significant infrastructure and 

recurrent costs of building and operating prisons in the 

region. Quantity surveyor figures for the mid 2000s 

indicated  construction costs in Sydney were between 

$222,000–$268,000 per bed medium security prison; 

$180,000 per bed for a typical 250 bed hospital in Sydney; 

and $8,000 per student place for a typical two level school in 

Sydney (J. Paget, pers. comm.).  

Fiona Allison, who has been working on both the Northern 

Territory and Queensland pilots of JR, describes it as a 

“redirection of public funds spent on building and operating 

prisons, which are then reinvested in community-led 

strategies designed to keep people out of the criminal 

justice system.  

“The focus is on less serious offences, and the most 

productive and cost-effective way to deal with them.  

“Justice Reinvestment is based on the argument that no 

matter how effective your prison-based rehabilitation 

programs are, if people return to the same set of conditions 

that led to their offending to begin with, they’re highly likely 

to end up back in prison.” 

Professor Cunneen said discussions on the development of 

Northern Australia needed to address crime and justice 

One prison bed equal 30 school places 

Hon Stanley Jones AO QC 

https://www.wuchopperen.org.au/
http://thestreetsmovement.org/
http://thestreetsmovement.org/
http://www.atsils.org.au/
http://www.atsils.org.au/
https://youtu.be/VNll9IW2468
https://researchonline.jcu.edu.au/54790/1/54970_Allison_and_Cunneen_2018.pdf
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UniTech over the past 16 months. The Stage 1 Project 

complemented and strengthened teaching and learning 

activities at UniTech, and introduced a range of blended-

learning practices. It also supported a process to prioritise 

the development and implementation of a university-wide 

curriculum review. The current Stage 2 project continues to 

support curriculum review and works with UniTech to 

improve processes, systems and structures to ensure 

ongoing quality improvements and assurance frameworks in 

teaching, learning and curriculum development.  

The visit from UniTech delegates to the Institute in 

September also coincided with an initial design phase of a 

longer-term Stage 3 Project between JCU and UniTech.  

Both institutions are committed to an ongoing collaborative 

relationship that will leverage on the investment, activities 

and relationship-building established from Stage 1 and 2 

projects. JCU and UniTech consider a longer-term 

partnership can provide staff with ongoing professional 

development and support best-practice teaching and 

learning activities that aim to meet identified needs and 

demands of a modernising PNG society.  

During September 2018, JCU and The Cairns Institute hosted 

a delegation from the Papua New Guinea University of 

Technology, Lae (UniTech) as part of the TL-UNITECHJCU 

Project. JCU and UniTech have been working in a ‘twinning’ 

arrangement that was first initiated in July 2018. The TL-

UNITECHJCU Project builds on the Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) between JCU and UniTech that was 

signed on 2 September 2014, and a range of joint activities 

including research, staff visits and occasional lectures 

undertaken between JCU and UniTech. 

The TL-UNITECHJCU Project is supported through the Kina 

For Kina (K4K) Program, a collaborative initiative between 

the Government of Papua New Guinea and the Australian 

Government which aims to foster quality education within 

universities in Papua New Guinea. Like other ‘twinning’ 

partnerships, the K4K Program requires contributions from 

both universities which support a range of activities leading 

to quality outcomes. 

The TL-UNITECHJCU project has applied a staged approach 

to support quality improvement in teaching and learning at 

TL-UNITECHJCU Project 

L-R: Dr Tindi Nuru; Dr Augustine Moshi; Prof Stewart Lockie;  

Sir Nagora Bogan; Dr Ora Renagi; Dr Murray Prideaux;  

Mr Nicholas Roberts; Prof Paul Gadek; Dr Scott Davis  

Jim | lic.kr/p/6J5hCy 
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The Clean Growth Choices (CGC) Project underpins the 

Queensland Department of Environment and Science’s

(QDES) Communities in Transition program as a 

community development process that is place-based, led 

by community participants and informed by highly 

experienced experts drawn from a range of backgrounds 

and disciplines relevant to building community resilience 

and sustainable futures. The CGC team is drawn from a 

collaborative consortium comprised of highly credentialed 

and experienced experts who help communities, business 

and government develop community resilience strategies.  

These include: 

 The Cairns Institute at JCU led by Professor Allan Dale 

 The Institute for Resilient Regions, University of 

Southern Queensland led by Professor John Cole 

 CSIRO’s Climate Risks and Resilience Unit, led by Dr 

Veronica Doerr  

 The Ecoefficiency Group, led by Ms Penny Prasad. 

The Clean Growth Choices Project Cross-Community Workshop 

CGC was developed by the consortium to work with 

Queensland regional and rural communities to help them 

transition to a low carbon economy. Specifically the QDES 

commissioned the CGC consortium to assess the capacity 

for transition and the economic and social needs of a 

range of communities across Queensland―reflective of 

the range of climate/low carbon risks and challenges faced 

by regions.   

The project began earlier this year with community 

conversations held in 12 local government areas across 

regional and rural Queensland, identified by QDES as being 

potential participants in the Communities in Transition 

program. From these conversations, the CGC team invited 

a number of representatives including mayors, councillors 

and council staff from communities across Queensland to 

attend an induction workshop in Brisbane on 16-17 August 

2018. The workshop, attended by Allan Dale and the 

project’s Senior Researcher, Dr Margaret Gooch, aimed to 

introduce the program, and invite participants to reflect on 

what was unique and valuable to rural and regional 

communities, and what was worth preserving in the face 

of future uncertainties. Three clear project phases were 

outlined in the workshop:  

1. Identifying coming pressures, current resilience and key 

directions  

2. Building strategic action teams (2 or 3) to determine 

priority action initiatives 

3. Building the business case for priority actions.  

The next step in the project is to begin talking with 

interested people in each community to identify current 

pressures and opportunities in their community that could 

be addressed through the CGC program. 

Key activities and timelines of the project 

jaidee | pixabay.com/photo-2796471/ 
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As part of the projection, an original painting by Bernard Lee 

Singleton that hangs in The Cairns Institute called Ndandjin 

Bulma Jina-la Galin was animated by JCU Creative Media 

students. The stories encapsulated in the painting were told 

in a narrative recording of Bernard’s voice and included in 

the presentation. The main story in the painting is of Damarri 

and Guyala, two storywater brothers and tells how ancestors 

used to live, their moiety system and totems of the wet and 

dry seasons. The second story tells how the more rebellious 

of the two brothers gave the crocodile his teeth and lost his 

leg in the process.  

Over 600 people enjoyed the performance which also 

included internationally acclaimed harpist, Natalia Mann, 

and Miriki performing arts, Bonemap and vocalist, Merindi 

Schrieber.  

Dr Russell Milledge was the Creative Director for a stunning 

Cairns Festival event titled Light Moves at Lake Placid, Cairns 

on 31 August 2018. Russell, a Cairns Institute Fellow and the 

technical curator of TEDxJCUCairns said they chose Lake 

Placid for its “ambient scene and potential for a mountain 

projection across the water; it has a natural amphitheatre 

which provided a stage for an intimate encounter with the 

living spirit of this Bama story place.”  

Light Moves was a pop up performance featuring projection, 

dance, music and a series of episodes moving between 

shimmering Indigenous art adapted for animation and 

projection, roving light performers, live musicians and 

Indigenous dancers. 

Light moves at Lake Placid 

David Hudson 

Bernard Lee Singleton’s painting Ndandjin Bulma Jina-la Galin Light Moves | Photo courtesy Cairns Festival 

Light Moves | Photo courtesy Richard Grey 

https://tedxjcucairns.com/
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While visiting the Institute he also took the opportunity to 

meet with Traditional Owner Ranger groups who were 

holding a workshop in the building. Attending the workshop 

was Gerry Turpin from the Australian Tropical Herbarium, Dr 

Leah Talbot from CSIRO and one of this year’s TEDxJCUCairns 

speakers, Gavin Singleton.   

The Prime Minister, Scott Morrison, visited the Cairns 

Institute on 4 September 2018 to announce a $10 million 

commitment to build the Innovation Complex adjacent to 

the Institute. The PM was accompanied by Hon Warren 

Entsch, MP and JCU’s Vice Chancellor, Professor Sandra 

Harding. 

The Innovation Centre will translate JCU’s teaching and 

research into innovation that generates jobs and economic 

growth for Cairns and the broader region. It will lead to the 

creation of products and processes with real commercial 

application that can drive economic growth and diversity for 

Northern Australia. Construction of the new Innovation 

Centre should begin next year.  

PM at the Institute 

David Hudson 

L-R: Gerry Turpin, Patrick Cook, Scott Morrison, Warren Entsch, Gavin Singleton 

PIRO4D | pixabay.com/photo-2631864 
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 Encourage inclusion and foster a sense of belonging to 

the Tablelands 

 Increase sense of self-worth and well-being and adopt 

a whole of community approach. 

 The project will: 

 Provide the foundation for ongoing Aboriginal and 

multicultural leadership post project 

 Building relationships across government, organisations 

and community groups throughout the region 

 Work with stakeholders to achieve Indigenous and 

multicultural community goals identified in the TRC 

community Plan and Indigenous Land Use Agreements 

(ILUAs) through an agreed series of activities. 

Central to this project will be an annual regional Harmony 

Day and arts and cultural festivals. 

The role complements Simon’s research with The Cairns 

Institute and JCU’s College of Public Health, Tropical & 

Veterinary Medicine into alternatives to Queensland’s 

alcohol management regime and the development of 

viable alternatives to the criminalisation of Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander peoples in Far North Queensland. 

Simon is working with the Customer and Community 

Services branch of the Council, the Institute and JCU staff 

to identify projects in which senior JCU undergraduate and 

graduate students can be involved to provide them with 

real-life work experience.  

The part-time position is funded until 31 

June 2021 and will involve Simon working 

on the Tablelands for three days each 

week. 

Simon Towle 

Adjunct Research Fellow  

New link between the Cairns Institute and Tablelands Regional Council 

Cairns Institute Adjunct Research Fellow, Simon Towle, has 

been appointed to a new Federally-funded position with the 

Tablelands Regional Council (TRC) as Community Cultural 

Advisor for three years.  

The project will provide seed funding to strengthen 

community leadership, develop the capacity of Aboriginal, 

Torres Strait Islander and other cultural groups and to 

encourage them to take a more active role in the Tablelands 

Regional community, helping to build awareness, social 

cohesion and mutual respect. 

Simon’s role is to facilitate, coordinate and support the 

development and delivery of a three-year strategy. The 

project will employ a two-pronged approach.  

Firstly, strengthening leadership capacity with Simon 

working with the various groups (through their 

representative organisations) to identify and prioritise needs; 

develop and design activities to support local (community) 

goals. Participants in this process will include the Prescribed 

Body Corporates (PBCs) representing the Traditional Owners 

within the Tablelands Regional Council area, the Southern 

Tablelands Traditional Owners Alliance (STTOA), and other 

cultural groups. 

Secondly, Simon will engage with the community to develop 

a positive profile. He will be working with Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islanders and the wider Tablelands community 

to engage with the whole community through a multi-

cultural arts and cultural festival and Harmony Day events 

and a positive media strategy. 

 A project team will guide the project and ensure that the 

activities support the project goals to: 

 Increase Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander and multi-

cultural participation in community activities and events 

Alan Lam | Lake Barrine | lic.kr/p/piuFV 
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To answer those questions, Kasia has been examining the 

previously understudied links between the Caquetá-

Putumayo societies, languages, and cultures. 

During her time at JCU, Kasia has been exceptionally 

productive. She has authored and co-authored 11 papers 

and chapters, and co-edited two volumes in refereed 

international publishers, such as Oxford University Press, 

Mouton de Gruyter, Brill, and John Benjamins.  

Other outputs include two ethnographic film 

documentaries, (Murui Filmmakers, 2016, and Kaɨ Uai - 

Our Words, 2017) and a CD, Kaɨ Ruakɨ - Canciones Murui - 

Murui songs (2017), all co-produced with JCU graduate, 

Kristian Lupinski. 

Over the years, she was invited to deliver at various 

symposia in Australia (JCU, University of Sydney), Europe 

(MPI Nijmegen, Leiden University, University of Cologne, 

University of Warsaw), and South America (Caro y Cuervo 

Institute, National University of Colombia). In addition to 

invited talks, she presented at 14 high-ranking conferences 

including the Linguistic Society of America and the 

Berkeley Linguistic Society in the US. 

She has also been successful in obtaining research funding, 

including research grants for fieldwork and archival work: 

JCU internal grants (2014, 2017); Australian Linguistic 

Society research grant (2017); and US-based research 

fellowships (2014, 2018). 

The five years Kasia spent at LCRC JCU has been an 

overwhelmingly positive experience, greatly thanks to her 

academic advisors, Distinguished Professor Alexandra 

Aikhenvald and Professor R.M.W. Dixon, scholars of 

unparalleled knowledge of the world’s languages, and the 

most generous mentors over the years. We wish Kasia all 

the best in her new role and look forward to keeping in 

touch. 

While it is with great sadness the Language and Culture 

Research Centre at The Cairns Institute will farewell Dr 

Kasia Wojtylak in October 2018 as she leaves to take up a 

new position with the University of Regensburg, Germany, 

as University Lecturer in Linguistics, we are pleased to 

continue working with Kasia in her capacity as an Adjunct 

Research Fellow. 

Kasia has been with JCU since February 2013, first as a PhD 

student in Anthropological Linguistics, and later as a Post-

doctoral Research Fellow. 

During her time as a PhD student, she was working with an 

endangered Amazonian language spoken in Colombia and 

Peru, called Murui. Her thesis is the first detailed reference 

grammar of this language for which she was awarded a 

prestigious summa cum laude distinction in December 

2017. Her thesis was praised by the examiners as “one of 

the top theses in linguistics so far” and “earning a fully 

deserved place within the top 5% dissertations of its kind”. 

As a Post-doctoral Research Fellow, she has been working 

towards extending her research to focus on language 

contact between the Murui and other neighboring groups 

from the Caquetá and Putumayo River Basin in southern 

Colombia and northern Peru.  

The languages of the Caquetá and Putumayo River Basin 

belong to a number of unrelated families and share a 

daunting number of linguistic features. Traditionally, the 

groups lived next to each other, and displayed relative 

cultural homogeneity, such as trade of goods, common 

ritual activities, intermarriage, and multilingualism. Not 

surprisingly, it appears that many of the Caquetá-

Putumayo languages share common linguistic traits. But 

how did this come about, and what features are shared? 

Farewell Dr Kasia Wojtylak 

Kasia, with Flor Agga, a young Murui girl of the Tercera India 

community, cruising the Caraparaná River, southern Colombia, 2013 
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Cairns Institute archaeologist, Theme Leader and Research 

Fellow, Professor Sean Ulm has a new video that follows 

his journey from growing up in a small country town in 

coastal eastern Australia to collaborating with Aboriginal 

communities across northern Australia to help tell the 

incredible epic story of Australia's past.  

Made by people: Sean Ulm’s journey in archaeology 

 

New video: Sean Ulm’s journey in archaeology 

Caption 

Cover photo courtesy Routledge 

Today’s world is more interconnected and interdependent 

than ever before. Within the context of globalisation and the 

associated increased contact between diverse groups of 

people, the psychology of culture is more relevant than ever. 

The collection Asia-Pacific Perspectives on Intercultural 

Psychology, edited by Cairns Institute Fellow Dr Wendy Li, 

Professor Darrin Hodgetts and Dr Koong Foo, brings together 

leading researchers from 11 countries to showcase the 

innovative, evolving, and diverse approaches that epitomise 

the development of the psychology of culture across the Asia

-Pacific region. The contributors provide a range of examples 

of how different psychologies of culture can inform 

engagements with a range of psychological issues. Central to 

each chapter is the relationship between local cultures and 

ways of being, and knowledge production practices, 

imported theories, and methods from the global discipline. It 

is the resulting tensions and opportunities for dialogue that 

are central to the further development of intercultural 

psychology as a diverse scholarly arena. This important work 

argues the case for a combination of etic and emic 

approaches to theory, research, and practice in psychology, 

that this is foundational to the development of intercultural 

perspectives and more comprehensive understandings of 

both the universal and local elements of human experience 

and psychological phenomena today. 

JCU PhD student Texas Nagel and honours student Tanya Drury working with 

Professor Sean Ulm to document a Dingaal cultural heritage place in the 

Lizard Island Group  

New book: Intercultural psychology 

Professor Sean Ulm working with Dingaal traditional owners to document cultural 

places in the Lizard Island Group  

https://youtu.be/6PObCfrmbgM
https://researchonline.jcu.edu.au/54408/
https://researchonline.jcu.edu.au/54408/
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persuade the moveable middle, high court 

challenges, and gatekeeping, activists have 

found ways to challenge media and political 

discourse. 

This book identifies four key areas to tie 

together diverse sets of green 

governmentality, traditional media 

discourse, and activism: (1) environmental 

governance and green governmentality; (2) 

historical media discourse; (3) alternative 

communication infrastructures; and (4) local 

to the global. Using data from 50 interviews, 

archival research, and non-participatory 

observation from environmental activists 

from the UK, USA, and Australia, this text will 

show why protest is important in democratic 

political participation. 

From activists to slacktivists, Environmental 

activism and the media: The politics of 

protest is for those with an interest in 

cultural, social, and political studies; 

democratic processes; climate and social 

justice; governmentality; and/or the study of 

environmental politics, human geography, 

communication, and sustainability.  

Cairns Institute Research Fellow, Dr Maxine 

Newlands’ latest book, Environmental 

activism and the media: The politics of 

protest (Peter Lang, New York) examines the 

role of activism in democracy and the ways 

legacy media shape contemporary 

environmental politics. The book charts how 

40 years of environmental politics has seen a 

shift from activists as primary definers, to 

governments, and corporations via 

economics, while others seek solutions in the 

equality of climate justice. Taking the step 

from green consumer to the streets recasts 

environmental activists as everything from 

tree huggers, to domestic extremists, and 

even ecoterrorists. Political policing and new 

legislation increasingly criminalises 

environmental activism, supported by media 

reporting that recasts environmental 

activism as actions to be feared. 

Why this has happened and how activists 

have learned to circumvent the media’s 

recasting is the story of Environmental 

activism and the media: The politics of 

protest. Through media movements to 

New book: Environmental activism and the media 

"Political policing and 
new legislation 
increasingly criminalises 
environmental activism, 
supported by media 
reporting that recasts 
environmental activism 
as actions to be feared” 

Maxine Newlands 
Cairns Institute Research 

Fellow 

niekverlaan | pixabay.com/photo-455714/ 

bones64 | pixabay.com/photo-2712281 
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 Advocating on relevant social entrepreneurship  issues 

 Forging partnerships for SE locally, regionally, nationally, 

and internationally 

 Developing capacity and capability for SE, including 

training, sharing information and learnings 

The network is based on the realisation there are a range of 

issues and challenges which exist across the Tropics, and 

social enterprises and social entrepreneurship can promote 

positive change in these areas. It also recognises that social 

and ecological value can be created, enhanced and sustained 

by using a market orientation while maintaining a clear focus 

on the primary social and ecological goals of social 

enterprises. SENT brings together community organisations, 

business interests, government, academia as well as social 

enterprises and other stakeholders towards achieving these 

shared goals. 

The first Steering Committee meeting of the Social Enterprise 

Network for the Tropics (SENT) was held at the Cairns 

Institute in August 2018. The meeting was facilitated by Dr 

Narayan Gopalkrishnan, who has been the driving force of 

the social entrepreneurship initiative at the Institute, an 

initiative that has included two roundtables on social 

enterprise and one public forum just in 2018. These events 

have led to the formation of SENT, which is a membership 

network of social enterprise stakeholders from across the 

Tropics. The key purposes of the network are to contribute 

to a thriving social entrepreneurship community in the 

tropics by: 

 Resourcing and supporting social enterprises, including via 

digital platforms 

 Creating public awareness, and providing information and 

education on social entrepreneurship to different 

stakeholders  

Social Enterprise Network for the Tropics (SENT) 

L-R: Samuel Karam, Jennifer McHugh, Seamus Campbell, 

Narayan Gopalkrishnan, Christine Doan, Geraldine Mallinson, 

Crystal Williams 

Anthropology Day 

Australia’s inaugural Anthropology Day on 13 September 

2018 was celebrated by screening selected works from the 

Visual Digital Material research group and the 

Anthropological Laboratory for Tropical Audiovisual 

Research (ALTAR) in the Cairns Institute ground floor foyer. 

“Anthropology is a generous, open-ended, comparative, 

and yet critical inquiry into the conditions and possibilities 

of human life in the one world we all inhabit.” (Ingold, 

2017). 

For an insight into the world of an anthropologist, watch 

JCU anthropologist Mike Wood’s video about Engaging 

with the Anthropology, filmed by ALTAR co-founder, 

Daniela Vávrová. 

L-R: Matt Buttacavoli, Viktor Baskin and Sebastian Lowe | 

 Photo: Jennifer Deger  

https://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/research/sent/
https://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/research/sent/
https://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/research/visual-digital-material-research-group/
https://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/research/altar/
https://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/research/altar/
http://dx.doi.org/10.14318/hau7.1.005
http://dx.doi.org/10.14318/hau7.1.005
https://vimeo.com/285048744
https://vimeo.com/285048744
https://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/research/altar/
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The AudioVisual Lab 

 Skitterphoto | pixabay.com/photo-637558  
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Invitation to the Free National Family Wellbeing Forum 
 

jill111 | pixabay.com/photo-2611748 
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Details for these events can be found at: www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/upcoming-events/ 

Event Date & location 

International Workshop: 'Word': its manifestations and functions 

LCRC workshop 

3-4 October 2018 

The Cairns Institute 

Number systems in Chamacoco 

LCRC workshop by Luca Ciucci  

1 October 

The Cairns Institute 

Number systems in Dyirbal 

LCRC workshop by Bob Dixon 

17 October 2018 

The Cairns Institute 

The impact of human activities on dolines (sinkholes) on Karst and possibilities of their 

preservation 

TARL/CABAH seminar by Mojca Zega 

19 October 2018 

Cairns 

Seminar by Jennifer Deger, Theme Leader for Creativity & Innovation   23 October 2018 

The Cairns Institute & Townsville 

An update on the Lizard Island archaeology project 

LCRC seminar by Sean Ulm and Ian McNiven 

24 October 2018 

Cairns 

Anote's Ark 

Free ALTAR film screening 

24 October 2018 

The Cairns Institute 

TEDxJCUCairns 27 October 2018 

The Cairns Institute 

Seminar by Theresa Petray, Theme Leader for Social & Environmental Justice   30 October 2018 

Townsville & The Cairns Institute 

Number systems in Manambu 

LCRC workshop by Alexandra Aikhenvald 

31 October 2018 

The Cairns Institute 

Seminar by Riccardo Welters, Theme Leader for Sustainable Development   6 November 2018 

Townsville & The Cairns Institute 

From fieldwork to reconstruction: Language documentation and historical linguistics 

LCRC International Workshop 

7-8 November 2018 

The Cairns Institute 

Seminar by Felecia Watkin Lui, Theme Leader for Indigenous Futures   13 November 2018 

The Cairns Institute & Townsville 

Seminar by Sean Ulm, Theme Leader for Cultural & Linguistic Transformations  20 November 2018 

The Cairns Institute & Townsville 

Building strong relationships for a sustainable future: 

2018 Knowledge Sharing and Translation Family Wellbeing Forum 

27 November 2018 

The Cairns Institute 

Life in an age of death 

Australian Anthropological Society Conference 

4-7 December 2018 

Cairns 

Rural sustainability in the urban century 

XV World Congress of Rural Sociology 

8-12 July 2020 

Cairns 

  OCTOBER 2018 

http://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/upcoming-events/
https://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/international-workshop-word/
https://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/upcoming-events/number-systems-in-chamacoco/
https://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/upcoming-events/number-systems-in-dyirbal/
https://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/dolines/
https://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/dolines/
https://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/jennifer-deger-seminar/
https://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/lizard-island-archaeology-project/
https://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/anotes-ark/
https://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/upcoming-events/tedxjcucairns-2018/
https://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/theresa-petray-seminar/
https://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/upcoming-events/number-systems-in-manambu/
https://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/riccardo-welters-seminar/
https://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/fieldwork-to-reconstruction/
https://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/felecia-watkin-seminar/
https://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/sean-ulm-seminar/
https://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/2018-fwb-forum/
https://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/2018-fwb-forum/
https://www.cairnsinstitute.jcu.edu.au/aas2018/
https://www.jcu.edu.au/irsa2020

