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Summary of the key issues discussed and decisions made by the Board 
Townsville Hospital and Health Board Meeting 

6 February 2017 
 
The Townsville Hospital and Health Board (THHB) met on 6 February 2017 at The 
Townsville Hospital.  The meeting was chaired by Mr Tony Mooney and the Board 
members in attendance were: 
 
Mr Tony Mooney AM (Chair)    Dr Eric Guazzo OAM  
Mrs Michelle Morton (Deputy Chair)  Ms Sarah Kendall  
Dr Kevin Arlett     Mr Donald Whaleboat  
Mr Christopher Castles   Prof Ian Wronski AO  
 
Apologies were received from Mrs Debra Burden and Prof Gracelyn Smallwood AO.  
Dr Peter Bristow, HSCE, was on scheduled leave and Mr Kieran Keyes, acting 
HSCE, attended in Dr Bristow’s place. 
 
The Board approved the Minutes of the Previous Meeting and the Correspondence 
Register and received standing reports from the Chair and Health Service Chief 
Executive, including THHS performance for December 2016. 
 
The Board noted a comprehensive report on long term strategic risks affecting THHS 
which will be a key reference document for the Board’s strategic workshop to be held 
on 9 March 2017. 
 
The Board noted a report from the Finance Committee meeting held on 30 January 
2017.  The Board approved the December 2016 Chief Finance Officer report, and 
noted the Board cost centre financials, risk report, pathology testing review, capital 
spend TYD December 2016, and postage and freight review.   
 
The Board noted a report from the Executive Committee meeting held on 23 January 
2017 including an update on strategic and operational planning.  The Board 
approved the 2017 update of the THHS Strategic Plan 2014-18, and endorsed its 
release to the Department of Premier and Cabinet by the due date of 28 February 
2017. 
 
The Board received a comprehensive report on public health indicators presented by 
THHS public health physician and director, Dr Steven Donohue.   
 
The Board discussed a stroke working party update, noting that stroke presents a 
strategic risk to THHS, and expressed a commitment to addressing this important 
issue in the community.   
 
The Board endorsed the THHS Cultural Capability Plan 2016 – 2018 to be forwarded 
for information to the Department of Health.  The Plan identifies priority areas and 
strategies to address prominent issues to improving health outcomes for Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander people accessing facilities of THHS. 
 
The Board noted the minutes of the Northern Queensland Primary Health Network 
Annual General Meeting and stakeholders meeting held on 9 November 2016. 
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The Board noted a summary of the previous decision making related to the electronic 
medical record, current status of the implementation at Townsville, and approved a 
recommendation for the HSCE to lead a team of fact finders on inspections and 
interviews elsewhere in the state. The Board approved a further recommendation for 
the accelerated upgrade of the existing fleet of vital signs monitors, so that the 
incorporation of vital signs results directly from the monitor into the electronic record 
(iEMR) can be fast tracked.  
 
 
Next Meeting 

 The next meeting is proposed to be held on 6 March 2017 at the Palm Island 
Aboriginal Shire Council Chambers. 

 
This summary of key issues discussed and decisions made is approved for publishing by the Chair of the 
Townsville Hospital and Health Board and does not form or represent any part of the minutes of the meeting. 


