
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Townsville Hospital and Health Service  
 

Hospital and Health Board Meeting Summary 
 
Summary of the Townsville Hospital and Health Board Meeting 4 June 2018 and Board Activities in 
May 2018 
 
The Townsville Hospital and Health Board held its June meeting at the Council Chambers on Palm Island. 
Members and Secretariat were welcomed to country by traditional owner and elder of the Manbarra tribe, Mr 
Allan Palm Island. Members also had the opportunity to meet with community stakeholders. Informal 
discussions with stakeholders centred on the construction of the new primary health care centre, due for 
completion later this year, and the provision of quality health care to the Palm Island residents. 
 
Following the meeting, the Board were hosted by Joyce Palmer Health Service staff. The Board members 
appreciated the opportunity to meet with the staff and hear firsthand some of the highlights and challenges 
our staff experience. 
 
As part of the meeting the Board received: 

• Regular updates including feedback from three of the Board committees which met in May, namely: 
Stakeholder Engagement, Executive and Finance. The Finance update included a brief on budget 
preparedness and sought approval for two expenditures exceeding $1.5 million:  

o The Standing Offer Arrangement for the provision of fresh food to hospital and health service 
facilities. 

o A tender process for interim nursing home beds for elderly patients awaiting permanent 
residential care placement. 

• Detailed updates on two strategic focus areas namely Palm Island Primary Care Centre and 
progress against recommendations of the Charters Towers Mental Health Clinical Review. 

• An update on the proposed Tropical Australian Academic Health Centre (TAAHC). The foundation 
members for which are a collaboration between the James Cook University, North Queensland PHN 
and four Queensland hospital and health services. TAAHC aims to deliver excellence in clinical care, 
research and education. 

• An update on the Queensland Health ieMR system implementation across the Townsville Hospital 
and Health Service. The Board commended the ieMR team’s preparedness. 

 
Other notable milestones for the Service in May included the official opening of the $8 million Children’s 
Ward by the Hon. Annastacia Palaszczuk MP Queensland Premier on 24 May 2018. 
 
Earlier in the month Mrs. Debra Burden attended the opening of the jointly funded (THHS and Queensland 
Health) $2.1 million Breast Screen facility. 
 
International Nursing and Midwifery Day was celebrated on 10 May 2018. Dr Eric Guazzo was privileged to 
present the Rayleen Collingwood Clinical Partner of the Year Award to Christine McCowatt. 

 
This summary of key issues discussed and decisions made is approved for publishing by the Chair of the 
Townsville Hospital and Health Board and does not form or represent any part of the minutes of the meeting. 
 


