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What is it?
Oxycodone is a strong pain reliever that belongs 
to a group of medicines called opioid analgesics. 

What is this medication used for?
Oxycodone is used to relieve moderate to strong 
pain when paracetamol or ibuprofen is not 
enough. It is used for a short period of time. It 
is often prescribed after surgical procedures 
e.g. tonsil removal or treating burns. Oxycodone 
liquid is not commonly prescribed outside of the 
hospital for children under 18 years old. 

Dosage
The dose will be decided by your child’s doctor. A 
dose of oxycodone is given only when needed for 
pain relief. Wait 4 to 6 hours, or longer between 
each dose of oxycodone.

 x Usually, NOT more than 3 or 4 doses are needed 
in 24 hours

 x If the pain is very bad, the doctor may say to 
give up to 6 doses in 24 hours.

Use an oral syringe to measure the dose, you will 
be shown how to do this on discharge (when you 
are leaving the hospital). 

There is 1mg oxycodone in 1mL of liquid. Only give 
as prescribed by your child’s doctor. Oxycodone 
should be given by mouth to swallow, it may be 
given with or without food.  

Side-effects
Your child may become sleepy, get an upset 
stomach (tummy), diarrhoea (runny poo), 
constipation (hard poo) or be less hungry. Bring 
your child to hospital if they become very sleepy or 
have difficulty breathing.

General information 
Oxycodone liquid should be stored away from 
children.

When no longer needed please return any 
remainder to the hospital pharmacy or your local 
pharmacy, do not discard in general rubbish. 

Caution - Regular use may result in physical 
dependence.

Always read the label. Use only as directed. 
Consult your doctor for more advice. 

In case of overdose ring the Poison Information 
Centre 13 11 26 or 000.


