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By superimposing new pictorial narratives onto the skin 
of the human form, I’m suggesting an internal conflict 
and a sense of the weight that history and culture 
imposes upon us. This is intended to evoke nostalgia, 
a sense of longing, and sometimes loneliness… the 
discordant and sometimes irreconcilable meeting of 
a distant past with the present; between our mental 
constructs, and the reality of unfolding experiences. Our 
experiences are lived and contained, as we internalise 
the stigma of unfulfilled dreams; the wounds of tragic 
events; fear, anguish, pain, uncertainly, failure and 
vulnerability. 
My imagery is sourced from photographs, romantic 
paintings, video stills and consumer imagery. I digitally 
combine these disparate references together using a 
pastiche of collage and overlay techniques, enabling 
new meanings to arise. The historical elements carry 
implied stories and emotive weight. They operate as 
surrogates for the mental landscape and symbols for 
human emotions. By juxtaposing symbolic traumatic 
fragments with the appropriated landscapes, I offer a 
counter narrative and invite the viewer to create new 
interpretations. 

- Kelly Bianchi, 2021
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