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ADANI  | Townsville

“The project will 

generate strong 

port activity”

Claudia 
Brumme-Smith 

Port of Townsville is preparing large 
laydown areas for Adani’s project cargo 
to be stored or partly assembled as the 
Carmichael coal mine and rail construction 
draws near.  

First import cargo for the Carmichael 
project is expected at Townsville in the 
fi nal quarter of 2017, according to Port 
of Townsville Limited general manager 
business development Claudia Brumme-
Smith.

“In the fi rst few years we expect around 
a million tonnes/cubic metres of imports 
into Townsville,” she said.

“The biggest infl ux of cargo will be during 
the construction and development stage 
of Adani’s port, rail and mine project, with 
more regular and steady supplies of freight 
once the Carmichael mine is operational.”

Project cargo, fuel and general cargo for 
the Carmichael mine, rail and port project 
will all be channelled through Townsville.

“Due to its proximity and its triple road 
train access to the mine site, Townsville 
Port presents a highly effi cient and cost-
effective import supply chain solution,” Ms 
Brumme-Smith said.

“Once mine operations begin, the Port 
of Townsville and its service providers will 
continue to support Adani’s Carmichael 
mine with supplies such as fuel, equipment, 
vehicles, tyres and containerised cargo.”

Ms Brumme-Smith said the port’s trade 
and logistics teams had been working 
very closely with Adani over the past few 
years to ensure the port was ready to 
accommodate their requirements. 

“A number of infrastructure investments 
made over the past fi ve years by the Port 

Port geared up for infl ux of Carmichael cargo
of Townsville as well as private companies 
such as stevedores and fuel suppliers 
have ensured that Townsville Port is well 
equipped and prepared in anticipation of 
not only the Carmichael mine project, but 
also a number of other major projects in 
the pipeline,” she said. 

 These investments have included:
 An $85 million upgrade of Berth 10 

completed in 2013 and a $40 million 
upgrade of Berth 4 which is due for 
completion in December 2017. 

 Port stevedores have invested in 
heavy-duty mobile harbour cranes as well 
as new cargo storage areas and cargo 
handling equipment. 

 The $217 million Townsville Port 
Access Road completed in 2012, which will 
play a key role in facilitating effi cient cargo 
operations from Townsville Port to mine 
site – enabling triple road train access from 
port berths through to the Carmichael 
mine site.

 The $130 million Townsville Marine 
Precinct, which will be used for barging 
large pieces of equipment from Townsville 
Port to Abbot Point, taking trucks off the 
Bruce Highway. 

Adani will use existing berth 
infrastructure at the Port of Townsville.

“Adani’s Carmichael mine is a signifi cant 
project for the Port of Townsville and its 
service providers such as stevedores, 
shipping lines, shipping agents, freight 
forwarders and transport companies,” Ms 
Brumme-Smith said.

“The project will generate strong port 
activity, which has important direct and 
fl ow-on effects for jobs, suppliers and 
service providers in the region.

“Through detailed planning and proactive 
engagement with Adani we will ensure 
smooth cargo operation and optimised 
supply chain solutions.”
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“Negotiations 

have taken place 

in good spirit”

Barry  Taylor 
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End to end project logistics 

clearances

A Townsville lawyer believes 
Adani has set the standard for 
how mining companies should 
deal with landholders when 
negotiating to acquire land 
needed for large-scale projects. 

Emanate Legal’s Barry Taylor has 
been dealing with Adani since 2010 and 
has acted for many of the landholders 
involved in the sale of land required for 
the Carmichael mine and the rail line 
proposed between the mine and Abbot 
Point coal loading facility. 

Mr Taylor believed many Australian 
mining companies could take a leaf out 
of Adani’s book when it came to dealing 
respectfully with landholders. 

‘’The way Adani have conducted 
themselves compares more than 
favourably with some Australian mining 
companies I have dealt with who have 
been nothing short of belligerent and 
aggressive,’’ he said. 

‘’Adani have never adopted that sort of 

an attitude and I believe they have set a 
template for how to conduct these sort 
of negotiations with landholders. 

‘’Adani could have been aggressive in 
their dealings with landholders but have 
adopted a reasonable approach.’’ 

Mr Taylor fi rst dealt with Adani in 2010 
when it expressed interest in securing 
the cattle property on which the mine 
sits, which was owned by the Acton Land 
and Cattle Company. 

Acton sold the property to Adani for 
$110 million in November 2011. 

While Mr Taylor admits some 
landholders in the area would have 
preferred the status quo to remain, they 
recognised that Adani had been granted 
the right by the State Government to 
develop the mine and rail corridor. 

“With that in mind, it has been a matter 
of balancing the landholders’ rights and 
requirements against those of Adani,’’ Mr 
Taylor said. 

“All of the land holders in the area 
are going to be affected by the rail 

corridor and I believe they have been 
compensated reasonably and fairly. 

“Negotiations have taken place in good 
spirit.’’

Land dealings lead the way


