
 
 St Andrew’s Catholic College is indeed a special place and community. Whenever I speak with new 

families, I share the story of the College and its early development, the pioneering work of so many people, 

and the reason behind the name of the College. Along with Andrew being one of the first disciples and a 

follower of Jesus.  The founding committee also chose the name Andrew to recognise original landowner 

and pastoralist, Andrew Banning who supported and was kind to both the Indigenous and Chinese market 

farmers.   

Saint Andrew set the example of answering the call to follow Jesus and we are invited to follow this 

example. Saint Andrew was also an evangelist, who for about 20-30 years after the death of Christ, 

continued to spread the message of Christ far and wide. We are called to continue his mission and each 

year we recognise his Feast Day on 30 November. 

From humble beginnings in cane fields to a vast and spacious 21st century educational institution, St 

Andrew’s Catholic College is an educational leader in its offerings and educational opportunities. A handful 

of students with dedicated visionary staff has turned into a thriving and busy college community of 1721 

students and 260 staff today. 

A particular strength of our community is the care and compassion shown to those marginalised and those 

in need. The College has an impressive social outreach program where we provide students with the 

opportunity to live out the gospel values. Whether it be through Rosies – Friends on the Street, St Vincent 

de Paul, or other charitable events, students are encouraged to support those in need.  

Our College has highly dedicated and committed staff and is clearly evident with academic outcomes, 

music and performing arts excellence, and natural love of sports and outdoor activities. The Duke of 

Edinburgh Program and its outstanding success is yet another example of student and staff dedicated to 

the community. 

With exceptional facilities and a broad and diverse curriculum, our College has an opportunity for everyone 

to soar and achieve their personal best, consistent with the College’s chosen Gospel, John 10:10, where 

Jesus said: “….I have come in order that you may have life – life in all its fullness….”  Within the College 

logo, we are called to journey together in our faith and our education. 

I feel a great honour and privilege to be the College’s third Principal, following in the footsteps of two other outstanding leaders, Mrs Lauretta Graham and Mr Lee MacMaster. 

My family and I have felt very welcomed by the community and feel blessed to be living and working in the wet tropics. To all those involved in the growth of St Andrew’s 

Catholic College, past, present and future, I thank you for the wonderful contributions you have and continue to make.  

Whatever stage you are at along on the journey pathway of St Andrew’s, thank you for contributing to the fabric of our great College.  

 

Dr Sean Mangan 

College Principal  


