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FAREWELL TO THE GOOD SAMARITANS -
HUGHENDEN

In what was a heartfelt

and emotional weekend of
ceremonies and events, the St
Francis School community and
the Hughenden community
farewelled the Sisters of the
Good Samaritan after 113 years
of service. During this time, 99
Sisters have lived in Hughenden.
Sr Ita Stout and Sr Patricia
Comerford have been a beloved
part of our St Francis School
community since 2005, offering
their gentle wisdom and pastoral
care to the children and families.

FOLLOW US

ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

Keep up to date with Catholic education
and join in the conversation!
www.facebook.com/TownsvilleCEO
www.twitter.com/tceo
www.youtube.com/townsvilleceo
www.pinterest.com/TCEO
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Bishop Michael Putney attended

the official farewell ceremony

at the school to thank the

S|sterslfor their dedication and ABOVE | Bishop Michael Putney, Cathy Day,
commitment. Sr Patricia, Sr Ita and students.

“The gospel of Jesus should be the driving
energy of a Catholic school. It is a very
public and explicit imperative to promote
the common good. A good Catholic school
is a school for the common good.”
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THE GOOD SAMARITAN
SPIRIT

The year has begun well for the St Margaret
Mary’s College community, with a variety of
prayer and liturgical experiences bringing to life
the Good Samaritan spirit.

The Year 12 students were commissioned as

the College leaders in front of their families and
college community at Mass early in the year;
YCS members were presented to the St Mary
MacKillop parishioners at Mass recently; the
students in the Sacramental program attended
their Rite of Enrolment and the newest Maggies,
along with their families were welcomed in their
own Rite of Welcome and family social evening.

An Easter liturgy will draw the term to a close
in a most fitting way - reminding us that we are
resurrection people and a community of faith,
hope and spirit’.

LEFT | Students from St Margaret Mary’s College.




ASH WEDNESDAY AT MARIAN CATHOLIC SCHOOL

TOP | Ash Wednesday was celebrated at Marian Catholic School with a whole school
prayer celebration led by Year 2 students and teachers. Everyone was reminded that during
Lent we do not use the word Alleluia, so we put it in a box to quietly sleep until the joy filled

time of Easter.

BACK TO GOD AT ST KIERAN’S

At St Kieran’s Catholic School, Mount Isa, we have adopted the theme “Back to Basics” in all areas of
life, including spirituality. Our theme is “Back to God”. Our focus is the contemplation of the return
our hearts to God. This has been a great focus in Lent.
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JUST LEADERSHIP

TOP | Students from Townsville Catholic primary schools gathered at Good
Shepherd Catholic Community School to participate in the annual Just Leadership
Day presented by Caritas Australia.

RYAN’S DEFENCE CLUB

Almost fifty children of defence families belong to the Defence Club at Ryan
Catholic College. Defence Transition Aide, Nikki Blackwell and Year 4 teacher
Amanda Jones started the club to give students another method of support
that is both informal and fun.

The club aims to provide the students with a place that they can go and
participate in games and activities with other students and staff who are
familiar with defence life.

The students will be given

opportunities to write/email

parents who are deployed

or away on course, enter

Defence competitions and

create art works for display.

RIGHT | Samantha and
Sarah Tarleton enjoy the
Defence Club at Ryan
Catholic College.
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A SENSORY GARDEN FOR ST JOSEPH’S

A sensory garden has been established at St Joseph’s Catholic School, Mundingburra,
through a $500 grant from the Reef Guardian School’s Ripple of Change initiative.
The garden has been planted

with a range of herbs, flowering
shrubs and succulents that

allow students to explore their
environment using all five of their a“
senses. The garden provides

a quiet, welcoming area that
students can visit when they

need a break.

»

RIGHT | Students from St
Joseph’s Catholic School,
Mundingburra, Rose Johnson,
Alice Di Bella, Abigail Mazzer and
Ella-Blu Sale taste some of the
herbs in the Sensory Garden.

GROWING TOGETHER
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BURDEKIN CATHOLIC HIGH AND MARIST
COLLEGE

Burdekin Catholic High School’s student leaders - Brendan Montifia,
Annette Higginson, Joel Jenson and Gabriella Dal Santo - visited Marist
Ashgrove College in Brisbane in January. The purpose of the event was
to meet the leaders of all Marist Schools in Queensland, to share their

thoughts and beliefs with the hope of becoming better leaders in the
image of Marcellin Champagnat. Students participated in whole group
activities, liturgies, masses and team building exercises. This was an
effective time to reflect on the Burdekin Catholic High School motto,
One in Christ. They returned home with a renewed mindset on how to
approach leadership for 2014.

TOP | Burdekin Catholic High School leaders with Marist Ashgrove
College leaders.

NATIONAL CODING SUMMER SCHOOL

St Margaret Mary’s College Year 12
student, Romany Montgomery attended
the National Coding Summer School

at the University of Sydney in January.
Romany learned a new coding language
(Python) and created a social website
www.wordbyword.net.au

The experience cemented her decision
in pursuing a career in information
technology.

RIGHT | St Margaret Mary’s College Year
12 student, Romany Montgomery.
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REAL LIFE LAW

Year 11 students from St Patrick’s College Townsville visited the Townsville The students were also shown the Supreme Court where they undertook
Law Courts to learn about the law in the real world. the roles of defendant, witness, jury, Bailiff, Prosecution and Defence
lawyers and judge.

Having been studying the legal system for several weeks, they readily
identified the courtroom participants, understood the terminology and TOP | St Patrick’s College students visited the Townsville Law Courts to

discourse, and followed the legal arguments. support their legal studies.
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LEARNING
& TEACHING

As a way of cultivating partnerships with
parents, teachers of Prep - Year 6 classes

at St Catherine’s Catholic College have

been provided with mini iPads to facilitate
class blogs. The Class Blogs are regularly
updated with activities and events that occur
throughout the day/week.

Teachers have found the mini iPads are also
useful for assessment. Unlike the shared iPads,
with these as classroom devices, teachers can
develop and store activities and assessment
tools to suit a different multifaceted platform.

LEFT | Year 3/4 class teacher, Sophie Smith
with her class mini iPad.
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ACCELERATED LITERACY 2014

This term a new group of teachers began the Accelerated
Literacy program, a way of teaching literacy and English,
especially to students with diverse social, cultural and linguistic
backgrounds.

Teachers from Gilroy Santa Maria College, Ingham; Good
Shepherd Catholic College, Mount Isa; St Teresa’s College,
Abergowrie; and St Michael’s School, Palm Island attended the
first two days in Term 1. This will be followed by three more
days of theoretical training over terms two and three. Teachers
will also receive practical support with in-school mentoring and
support over the year.

The group’s trainer, TCEO Senior Education Officer, Jennifer
Wills, says literacy is vital for all students to have strong

choices for their futures. “Accelerated Literacy aims to equip
teachers with a way to teach all students to be literate at an age
appropriate level,” Jenny said.

The group was fortunate to have Professor Gracelyn Smallwood
give a powerful address on the importance of teachers

knowing the history of our country, and of developing a good
understanding Aboriginal and Torres St Islander students,
families and communities.

BELOW | Teachers participated in the Accelerated Literacy
program for 2074.
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DISABILITY IN-SERVICE

A number of disability in-service days were delivered by members of the Student Support Services team during
February and March. Information was provided on the following disability areas: Autism Spectrum Disorder
(ASD), Intellectual Impairment (I), Speech Language Impairment (SLI), Hearing Impairment (HI) and Social
Emotional Disorder (SED).

These professional development days were an opportunity for teachers and school officers to further develop
their understanding about such disorders and to consider practical classroom strategies to assist students with
particular needs in their classes.

TOP | [L-R] Ligia Learmonth (Teacher, St Margaret Mary’s College), Megan McQuade (Guidance Counsellor,
TCEOQ), Dr Elizabeth Jacko (Child and Adolescent Psychiatrist, Child and Youth Mental Health), Shon Denby
(Teacher, St Clare’s Catholic School), Kellie Burton (Guidance Counsellor, TCEO), Lesley Hutton (Guidance
Counsellor, TCEO) and Tracey Nioa (Teacher, Ignatius Park College).
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thr commitment 1 the Nationa) Day of Action sosinat Bl e STUDENTS OF ST PATRICK’S COLLEGE
WORK AGAINST BULLYING

Year 12 students at St Patrick’s College Townsville have taken up the issue of
bullying in schools, using the state-wide anti-bullying week as an initiative
within the College.

Patty’s girls took up the Australian Government cyber safety initiative to
focus on cyber bullying.

The slogan, “Don’t turn a Blind Eye to Bullying”, was used to create a poster
that now appears throughout the College as a reminder to students to
support each other.

During Anti-Bullying week, Year 12 students wore t-shirts printed with the
slogan.

The whole College engaged in a session on anti-bullying and senior leaders
organised inclusive lunchtime games.

Through the process of understanding and dealing with bullying, the students
have learned skills and attitudes which will support them well beyond their
school years.

ABOVE | Students from St Patrick’s College wearing t-shirts promoting the
slogan “Don’t turn a Blind Eye to Bullying” during Anti-Bullying week.
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF
MOST REV. BISHOP MICHAEL E PUTNEY

CELEBRATING HIS LOVE OF OUR CATHOLIC SCHOOLS DURING
HIS 13 YEARS AS BISHOP OF THE TOWNSVILLE DIOCESE
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BOUND FOR SPAIN

LEFT | Gabby Bogdanek, a Year 7 student at
Southern Cross Catholic School in 2013, has
been selected for the Australian Under 13 Years
Futsal Team.

Gabby will now represent Australia in Spain in
November at the world championships.
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NEW UNIFORMS FOR SMMC

St Margaret Mary’s College introduced their new uniforms in Term 1, the first major change to the College dress in a generation.

SMMC Deputy Principal Catherine Whittaker wore the former uniform when she was a student at the College. “The old uniform was wonderful, |
wore it for five years in my time at SMMC, but the 50th anniversary of the College, celebrated last year, was seen as the ideal time for an update,” Mrs
Whittaker said.

The new uniform marks the beginning of the next half century and revisits the original school colours of royal blue, light blue, white & gold.

TOP | St Margaret Mary’s College students in the new uniforms, designed during the College’s 50th anniversary celebrations in 2013.

|
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There are three Catholic boarding colleges in the Townsville Diocese, offering
support to families in rural and remote communities. Our boarding colleges
are St Patrick’s College in Townsville (all girls, Years 8-12), St Teresa’s College
in Abergowrie (all boys, Years 8-12) and Columba Catholic College in Charters
Towers (co-educational, Years Prep-12 with boarding offered from Year 4).

NEW BOARDERS WARMLY WELCOMED AT ST TERESA’S

New boarders were again warmly welcomed to St Teresa’s College in Abergowrie at the start of the term. Parents and carers can keep up to date with
events and activities at the college by connecting through Facebook, YouTube and Twitter #gowrieboys

RIGHT | Senior students,
Rennarl Connelly, Joshua
Sagigi, Benaniah Kamenai,
Terry Waia and Vernon
Armstrong at St Teresa’s
College in Abergowrie acted
as tour guides for the new
students arriving at the
boarding college this year.

FAR RIGHT | Former student
of Good Shepherd Catholic
Community School (Townsville),
Joequan Seden is being
welcomed at St Teresa’s College
by Residential Secretary,
Merelita Lido.
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GOVERNOR'’S VISIT TO
HUGHENDEN

TOP | The Governor of Queensland, Ms
Penelope Wensley AC, visited the students at
St Francis School, Hughenden in Term 1.

Pictured with the Governor are school
captains, Justin Corney and Danielle Sladden,
along with principal, Glenda Scrase.
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TRAR BAND TOWNSVILLE VISITS MOUNT ISA

The students at St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School were
privileged to have the IRAR Army band from Townsville visit
and perform during Term 1. Following the performance,

all woodwind, brass and percussion students had the
opportunity work with the band at the Mount Isa School of
the Air. Students worked with one of the Army musicians,
learning posture, technique, reinforcing notes, breathing

- and tone production.

LEFT | The IRAR Band Townsville performed for students
at St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School, Mount Isa.
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CHINESE NEW YEAR

Students in Year 2/3 at St Colman’s School,
Ayr are learning about celebrations in
Australia and around the world.

Birthdays, Christmas, Easter, Australia Day,
St Patrick’s Day, Queensland Day and New
Years are some of the celebrations they are
investigating. Part of this unit is to look

at the symbols, emblems and flags that
represent these celebrations including the
Australian flags and Coat of Arms.

When investigating New Years, students
compared their own experiences to those
of children celebrating Chinese New Year.

TOP | Year 2/3 students at St Colman’s
School with the Nian puppets they made
for Chinese New Year.

T
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RIPPLES OF CHANGE AWARD

Katie Finch from the Great Barrier Reef Marine Part Authority
presented St Catherine’s Catholic College with the Ripples of Change
Award for 2014. This award is through Reef Guardian schools, a
program that encourages schools to commit to the protection and
conservation of the Great Barrier Reef.

This year St Catherine’s will be implementing a new environmental
action plan on the Manresa Campus. The money from the Ripples
of Change Award will goes towards two main projects - creating
vegetable gardens and planting a wetlands.

The aim of the first project is to create sustainable vegetable gardens
that will be utilized by students in Science, Home Economics and
Learning Enrichments programs. The gardens will be fertilized using
compost created from food scraps that would usually be binned.

The scraps will be broken down using a worm farm and then used as
fertilizer.

The wetlands project will help educate students about this type of
ecosystem, including investigating abiotic and biotic factors in the
environment, especially regarding native plants and animals.

Students are excited to get involved in these projects and looking
forward to increasing the environmental awareness within the school
community.

TOP | Katie Finch (Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority) presents
St Catherine’s Catholic College with the Ripples of Change Award.

ABOVE | St Francis School, Ayr was presented with a $500 Ripples
of Change grant during Term 1. The grant will be used to create
artworks about keeping the reef clean and safe.
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