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Monday 10 July 2017 

REACHING FOR THE BEST IN INDIGENOUS TEACHING 
 

Townsville Catholic Education (TCEO), together with James Cook University are conducting a 

research project aimed at improving outcomes for Indigenous students by finding the best teaching 

practices to support their learning, the ‘Pedagogy of Difference’ research. 

The study is occurring with schools in the Townsville Diocese, primarily in the Mount Isa area. 

Tammi Webber, TCEO Indigenous Education 

Adviser, says that the main driver for the 

research is to give a voice to Indigenous 

parents and students about what teachers in 

our Catholic schools need to be aware of and 

work towards with the students. 

Mount Isa will play a big role at the upcoming 

International Indigenous Education Conference 

in Toronto, Canada. 

Ms Webber is attending the World Indigenous 

Peoples Conference on Education later this 

month, which showcases world’s best practice 

and Ms Webber will be presenting the findings 

of the “Pedagogy of Difference’ research.  

 

“Phase one of the research included conversations with Indigenous parents and students about 

effective practices,” said Ms Webber. 

“This was then broken down in phase two to define an effective teaching profile, following the 

development of an online tool and resources for teachers around Culturally Responsive Pedagogy 

(CRP).” 

Ms Webber will present the fourth phase of the research in which 19 Mount Isa teachers 

volunteered to modify their current classroom practices in accordance with the findings from 

parents and students. In this final phase, the teachers undertook intensive professional learning and 

Tammi Webber, Indigenous Education Adviser  



 

accessed strategies and recommendation findings from the Pedagogy of Difference website. They 

also tracked student data and performance during this time, and recorded their narratives.  

This gave them insight and awareness into the areas that need adjusting, but actual classroom 

actions and strategies to better serve the needs of their Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

students. 

 “This research is about giving Indigenous students and families a voice in the conversation about 

how to close the gap in education,” Ms Webber said.  

The confidential online surveys, academic journals, and great examples of Culturally Responsive 

Pedagogy can be found on www.pedagogy ofdifference.com. Phase four findings from the teachers 

will be also be available on this website soon.  

 

 

For further information, please contact Karolien Kern, Marketing & Communications Officer on 4773 

0970 or 0417 117 049.  


