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Indigenous Youth Development Program 
 
Townsville Catholic Education is strongly committed to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island 
education in Catholic schools. The Indigenous Youth Development Program (IYDP) offers 
scholarships to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander secondary students from remote or 
regional communities. 
 
Students who have the aspirations to further develop their skills in sports, the arts and 
academic achievements benefit most from this scholarship. IYDP aspires to prepare 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander secondary students meet the challenges of schooling 
and adolescence through a coordinated and scaffolded series of activities and strategies 
giving students the tools to become academically, socially, morally, emotionally, physically 
and cognitively competent as they move from adolescence to adulthood and school to post 
school pathways.  
 
Approximately 100 students will gather this weekend, Saturday 4 March to attend the IYDP 
workshop at Riverway Art Centre from 8.30am – 4.00pm.  
The one-day program will have guest speakers focusing on building better futures for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students by providing a positive pathways to achieving 
successful educational outcomes.  
 
“The workshop is part of IYDP’s ongoing support for our students to build an understanding 
of the need to develop skills such as resilience and goals setting,” said Janelle Knack, 
Indigenous Education Adviser, Townsville Catholic Education.  
 
“These skills will get them through the difficult times our young people face during their 
secondary schooling years. It is also extremely important for our young people to increase 
their self-esteem through cultural pride and identity.”  
 
Activities covered in the workshop include a variety of topics such as digital footprint, well-
being, men and women’s business, respect for Country with aspects on bush tucker, and 
dance and singing sessions.  
 
Keynote speaker, Lyn Devow, will talk about her challenges, especially with racism, and 
commitment she has faced while journeying towards her career.  



 

Ms Devow has worked in the education department as a cleaner, teacher assistant, a 
teacher and a teacher’s advisor in Aboriginal communities in the Northern Territory for over 
25 years. Other work experience includes time at the Catholic Education office in Townsville, 
James Cook University, Shalom Christian College and Head Start Kindergarten centre in 
Townsville.  
 
The workshop will give Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students the opportunity to 
network with other students, guest speakers and gain a better understanding about positive 
pathways available to them.  
 
 
 
For further information contact: 
Karolien Kern  
Marketing & Communications Officer 
Townsville Catholic Education Office 
E: kkern@tsv.catholic.edu.au 
P: 07 4773 0970 
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